
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING BRIEFS 

May 20, 2019 

 

The following information is provided as a quick reference of discussions and decisions that took place during 

the open session of the Dripping Springs ISD School Board Meeting. The official meeting minutes are 

maintained in the Office of the Superintendent and posted on the website. 

REGULAR SESSION 

OPENING CEREMONY 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Texas Pledge were recited and a moment of silence was held. 

      

RECOGNITIONS 

 Out-going Board member Jon Thompson was recognized for his six years of service. 

 Dripping Springs High School Principal Joe Burns introduced the top 10 academic seniors in the Class 
of 2019. 

 The Lady Tiger state semi-finalist soccer team was recognized. 

 Sycamore Springs Middle School students who qualified for the state National History Day Contest 
were recognized. 

 DSHS students who qualified for the UIL Academic State competition were honored. 

 DSHS speech and debate state qualifiers and qualifiers for the National Tournament of Champions 
were introduced. 

 Students who placed in the Texas Association of Pupil Transportation Bus Safety Contest were 
recognized. 

 DSHS state track qualifiers were recognized. 

 The state-qualifying FRC Robotics team from DSHS was recognized. 

 Three Tiger boys’ lacrosse players who received all-state honors were introduced. 

 A girls’ lacrosse player who was selected as an Academic All-American and another who earned all-
state honors were recognized. 

 The state runner-up FFA Dairy Cattle Evaluation team was recognized. 
 Dripping Springs Middle School students who were Platinum Award winners in the Junior VASE 

contest. 
 Two state qualifiers in the HOSA competition were recognized. 
 A proclamation was read honoring the PTA Council, school PTAs, and parent volunteers. 
 The seven campus 2019 Teachers of the Year were honored: Shay Diez (SSE), Lauren Milner (DSHS), 

Caroline Rogers (DSE), Candy Rowen (RSE), Denise Thomas (WSE), Candace Torres (SSMS), and 
Rachel Tole (DSMS). Then, Shay Diez was announced as the DSISD Elementary Teacher of the Year 
and Lauren Milner was announced as the DSISD Secondary Teacher of the Year.  

 Employees who are retiring at the end of the school year were introduced:  Joe Burns (DSHS), 
Claudia Byrnes (SSE), D’Layne Doherty (DSE), Benny Hicks (RSE), Cassie Ikels (WSE), Sally Lateur 
(WSE), Jean Moore (RSE), Julie Pryor (WSE), Jose Ramirez (Transportation), D’Etta Rider (SSE), 
Debbie Roberts (Special Services), and Nora Salazar (WSE). 

 
REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 

 Marisa Grijalva and Joanna Day were sworn in to new terms on the DSISD Board of Trustees. 

 The following officers were elected to the Board of Trustees: Shannon O’Connor as secretary, Mary 
Jane Hetrick as vice president, and Carrie Kroll as president. 

 Official meeting dates and times will continue from previous year. 

 Marisa Grijalva was appointed as a representative on the Dripping Springs Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 
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PUBLIC FORUM 

 Parent Colleen Wu commented on sex education. 

 Resident Ayesha Macon commented on the sex education. 

 Parent Karen Scott commented on sex education. 

 Parent Jill Hutchings commented on sex education. 

 Parent Penelope Froulich commented on sex education. 

 Resident Michele Thompson commented on sex education. 

 Parent Colette Kraham commented ton sex education. 

 Student Colin DeWitt representing a coalition commented on sex education. 

 Parent Janice Englehart commented on sex education. 

 Sarah Zarr commented on sex education. 

 Parent Martin McConaghy commented on tax rate. 
 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Nurses Activity Report: 
DSISD Nurses Vicky Metzger (DSHS) and Robin Reed (SSMS) presented an overview of the year’s 
activity in district nurse’s clinics. It included the number and reasons for visits to the nurse’s clinic, 
campus by campus. They talked about all aspects of their jobs, summarized accomplishments for 
the year, and shared suggestions for improvements.  
 
Office of Learning and Innovation: 

 Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Nicole Poenitzsch highlighted work from the 

Learning and Innovation Department. 

 Recommendations of the SHAC (School Health Advisory Council) were presented by Chair Rob 

Satterfield. Recommendations included:  unstructured physical activity, brain breaks, student and 

employee wellness as a priority, mental health training, student allergy information, safe/secure 

environment with emergency reporting, additional SROs, training in the “Stop the Bleed” program, 

assessments by experts, mental health first-aid training and access to resources, hiring of a mental 

health professional and/or partnering with community providers, promotion of healthy eating 

habits, guidelines for community/parental involvement committees, and sex education curriculum 

by Scott and White that includes the seventh-grade sequence as well as three eighth-grade 

chapters. Several questions were asked by Board members.  

 

Office of Superintendent: 

 Superintendent Bruce Gearing referenced reports on enrollment and subdivision notifications. 

 Dr. Gearing shared that he has done research on other districts regarding structure and meeting 
frequency of Bond Oversight Committee. 

 Dr. Gearing reported on progress of the Mental Health Task Force and summarized the potential 
timeline for action steps. Year One steps include the addition of a full-time mental health 
professional, addition of a .5 counseling position at elementary schools, and mental health “first aid” 
training for all DSISD employees. 

 Dr. Gearing shared an update on the TIRZ.  

 Dr. Gearing referred to a FEMA Flood Plain Map update.  

 
Office of Finance and Operations: 

 Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Scott Drillette pointed out an estimate for 
window replacement at DSE was higher than anticipated and will be put on hold. 
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Board of Trustees: 
 A Long-Range Facility Planning Meeting is Thursday evening (May 23) and a “Meet and Greet” for 

the new Walnut Springs Elementary principal will be held Wednesday evening (May 22). 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved.  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 Consideration of the 2019-20 District Improvement Plan was moved to the June meeting.  

 The Board approved the scheduling of a public meeting to discuss the proposed budget and 
proposed tax rate for June 24. 

 The Board approved the ranking of Competitive Sealed Proposals for turf and track replacements at 
DSHS and DSMS, which resulted in Hellas as the choice of vendor. 

 The Board approved the ranking of Competitive Sealed Proposals for the Sycamore Springs front 
parking lot expansion, which resulted in QA Construction as the choice of vendor. 

 The Board approved the GMP (Guaranteed Maximum Price) #1 for the DSHS additions and 
renovation project. 

 The Board approved the first year of a five-year plan to replace band and orchestra instruments. 
 The Board approved Child Nutrition meal prices for 2019-20 that included a slight increase for the 

first time in several years.   
 The Board approved an amendment to the TIRZ Cost Allocation and Reimbursement Agreement. 
 The Board approved the TASB Advocacy Agenda Resolution. 
 The Board nominated Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick to the TASB Board Region 13 Position B. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Tiger boys' golf team in competing today and tomorrow (May 20-21) at the state 
championships. 

 The DSHS softball and baseball teams had outstanding seasons and playoff runs come to an end this 
past weekend. The Lady Tigers made it to the regional semifinals and the baseball team advanced to 
regional quarterfinals.  

 In the KLRU Kids Writers Contest, Isabel Boldrick of Dripping Springs Elementary and Will Stewart of 
Rooster Springs Elementary won first place for their grade levels. Sophia Brink from Sycamore 
Springs Elementary placed third. 

 The DSHS student newspaper, "The Paw Print," won first place from the American Scholastic Press 
Association for the 2018-19 school year – one of just 13 schools of similar size from across the 
country.  

 On Tuesday, May 28, two meetings will be held to summarize the input that was received regarding 
the new Walnut Springs Elementary project and DSMS renovations. One meeting will be held at WSE 
at 8:00 a.m. another at Dripping Springs Middle School at 6:00 p.m., both in the Centers for Learning 
and Innovation. Parents from any DSISD school or the community are welcome to attend either 
meeting.   

 Graduation at Tiger Stadium is Friday, May 31, starting at 8:00 p.m. 

BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
Following closed session, the Board approved the recommendation of Steve Novickas as the next principal 
of Rooster Springs Elementary. 


