
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING BRIEFS 

April 22, 2019 

 

The following information is provided as a quick reference of discussions and decisions that took place during 

the open session of the Dripping Springs ISD School Board Meeting. The official meeting minutes are 

maintained in the Office of the Superintendent and posted on the website. 

REGULAR SESSION 

OPENING CEREMONY 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Texas Pledge were led by students from DSE and a moment of silence 
was held. 

      

CAMPUS SPOTLGHTS 

 Students from Dripping Springs High School who organized the recent Days of Service reflected on 
the event.  

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 The state champion Dripping Springs High School Winterguard was introduced. 

 The DSHS winter percussion team that earned a Silver Medal at the state championships was 
recognized. 

 UIL Band Solo and Ensemble Contest state qualifiers were recognized. 

 All-state band members were honored. 

 UIL Choir Solo and Ensemble Contest state qualifiers were introduced. 

 State qualifiers in the VASE (Visual Arts Scholastic Event) were recognized. 

 Powerlifting state qualifiers and state champion Juan Rios were recognized. 

 Two students who qualified for the Exxon Mobil State Science Festival were introduced. 

 Members of the 2018-19 Leadership Academy Cohort were introduced. 

 Above and Beyond Awards for March were presented to:  Erin Campbell and Jena Pelayo (Walnut 
Springs Elementary), Jason Dreher (Rooster Springs Elementary), Jana Galloway and Tamarie Sayger 
(Sycamore Springs Middle School), Yvonne Kaatz (Dripping Springs High School), Lynne Maddox 
(Dripping Springs Elementary), Tori Pattison (Sycamore Springs Elementary), and Tracy Young 
(Dripping Springs Middle School).  

 

PUBLIC FORUM 
 DSHS senior Maya Diaz suggested a change to the Student Code of Conduct to include gender 

identity and sexual orientation in reference to student safety. 

 Resident Sharon Armke commented on the sex ed curriculum review process. 
 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Construction Report: 
DSISD Project Manager Mike Garcia provided a construction report of projects associated with the 2018 
bond program. He displayed the project overview and schedule, then provided an update on the planned 
expansion of Dripping Springs High School including what actions have occurred recently. Construction 
documents will be 100 percent complete on May 6. He provided updates on the Transportation Center, 
renovations and furniture at Dripping Springs Elementary, and turf and track replacements at DSMS and 
DSHS, and renovations at Rooster Springs Elementary. Mr. Garcia responded to some questions, including 
planned meetings with stakeholders to gather feedback. 
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Office of Learning and Innovation: 

 Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Nicole Poenitzsch highlighted work from the 
Learning and Innovation Department including Canvas implementation, planning for summer 
professional development, planning for a social-emotional learning, and SHAC’s sex ed curriculum 
review process. 

 Dr. Poenitzsch reported that the District Advisory Council is working on the 2019-20 District 
Improvement Plan. 

 
Office of Superintendent: 

 Two debaters are going to the Tournament of Champions in late April.  

 District enrollment has edged up slightly. 
 Dr. Gearing summarized notices of new subdivisions and charter schools.  

 Dr. Gearing shared an announcement of a personnel change from one of the district’s legal firms.  

 
Office of Finance and Operations: 

 Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Scott Drillette introduced the monthly 
Operations Report. He reports that a small budget surplus is expected at the end of the fiscal year. 
The department is working to prepare the 2019-20 budget. Certified values are expected April 30, 
which will impact the budget. 

 
Board of Trustees: 

 Trustee Mary Jane Hetrick reported that a Central Texas School Board meeting has been scheduled 
for May 1. 

 Dr. Hetrick pointed out that the deadline to submit board-adopted resolutions to the TASB Board is 
June 17. 

 Board President Carrie Kroll confirmed plans for the TASB Summer Leadership Institute. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved.  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 The Board approved local policy recommendations that now will be forwarded to the TASB policy 
consultant. Final revisions will be brought back to the Board in June for adoption.  

 The Board approved a resolution to approve Travis CAD real estate acquisition. 

 The Board approved instructional materials allotment and TEKS certification. 
 The Board approved higher education partnership agreements. 
 The Board approved class size of one Walnut Springs Elementary third-grade class to 23 students.  

 Board training hours were announced and are linked from the Board agenda.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Dripping Springs High School spring sports currently are active in playoffs. Six sports – boys’/girls’ 
soccer, boys’/girls’ track and boys’/girls’ golf won district titles, as well as three events in tennis. The 
Lady Tiger soccer team advanced to the state semifinals and finished the season with a 22-5-3 
record. In track, 10 boys and seven girls are headed to the regional meet in 16 events. Both golf 
teams are competing in the regional tournaments this week. In tennis, two pairs have qualified for 
the state tournament. 
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 At the Land Rover 4x4 in Schools World Finals, DSHS placed ninth and 10th and the "PawXPaw team 
won the prestigious ACES (Autonomous, Connected, Electric, & Shared Vehicles) Award.  

 Early voting started today for the May 4 Board election and runs through April 30 at the Hays County 
Precinct 4 Office and Sunset Canyon Baptist Church. 

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
Following closed session, the Board approved the recommendation of Melinda Gardner as the next principal 
of Walnut Springs Elementary. 


