
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING BRIEFS 

March 25, 2019 

 

The following information is written to provide a quick reference of discussions and decisions that took place 

during the open session of the Dripping Springs ISD School Board Meeting. The official meeting minutes are 

maintained in the Office of the Superintendent and posted on the website. 

REGULAR SESSION 

OPENING CEREMONY 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Texas Pledge were led by students from DSE and a moment of silence 
was held. 

      

CAMPUS SPOTLGHTS 

 Students from the Dripping Springs Elementary bilingual program shared information about their 
learning.  

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 State qualifiers in the PTA Reflections program from all grade levels were recognized. 

 State qualifiers from the Dripping Springs High School swim team were recognized. 

 State qualifiers from the Dripping Springs High School wrestling team were recognized. 

 Teams from DSHS who placed at the Land Rover 4x4 National Championships and qualified for 
international competition were recognized. 

 Above and Beyond Awards for March were presented to:  Gretchen Douglas (Walnut Springs 
Elementary), Jill Jacobs (Dripping Springs Elementary), Denali Lewis (Sycamore Springs Middle 
School), Tony Marsh (Dripping Springs High School), Kristen Northrup (Rooster Springs Elementary), 
Candy Rowen (Rooster Springs Elementary), and the “Essentials Team” of Shay Diez, Bonnie 
Wampler, Brittany Spong, Jacob Davila, Stacy Pritchard (Sycamore Springs Elementary). Dripping 
Springs Middle School’s recipient, Tracy Young, was not available and will receive her award in April.  

 Superintendent Bruce Gearing introduced the new Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
Operations, Scott Drillette, and thanked interim Assistant Superintendent Kay Kizziar for her service 
over the last several months. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 
 Jessica Segur and some Lighthouse Team students from Sycamore Springs Elementary shared an 

invitation to the school’s Leadership Extravaganza on May 7. 

 Cristin Hearne commented on transparency. 

 Martin McConahay commented on county-wide polling locations and election precincts.  
 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

PASA Demographer Report: 
Dr. Pat Guzman from PASA (Population and Survey Analysts) presented an update of the district. She 
reviewed growth rates; DSISD has one of the highest percentage growths in Central Texas. Dr. Guzman 
reviewed various demographic characteristics, factors affecting development, current subdivisions that are 
in development, and planned subdivisions. She then discussed students per housing unit, potential growth 
scenarios, and projected enrollment at “build-out.” Dr. Stacey Tepera talked about long-range planning that 
showed projected development by geographic area and by grade level (elementary/middle school/high 
school).  She concluded with a summary of future needs regarding capacities as they relate to student 
projections. Dr. Guzman and Dr. Tepera responded to Board questions. 
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Construction Report: 
DSISD Project Manager Mike Garcia provided a construction report of projects associated with the 2018 
bond program. He updated on the planned expansion of Dripping Springs High School including 
development of construction documents, and review of the project with high school staff, and next steps 
prior to the start of construction. He also provided updates on renovations at Dripping Springs Elementary, 
and turf and track replacements at DSMS and DSHS. He concluded his report with a review of the few 
remaining projects from 2014 bond program. 

 
Office of Learning and Innovation: 

 Instructional Designer Mandy Turner and SSE/SSMS Instructional Facilitator Michael Kryzak shared 
information about the district’s Gifted/Talented program including an overview of the program, the 
referral process, design of the program, current enrollment, program demographics, some 
highlights, and future plans for the program. Instructional Coordinator Katie Henry provided a report 
on accelerated learning opportunities including the screening process, various options for 
acceleration, number of students who have accelerated as broken down by grade and by campus, 
and next steps that are planned.  

 Dr. Poenitzsch provided a summary of activity in the Office of Learning and Innovation including 
parent review of sex education materials and responded to questions regarding counseling services 
data. 

 Dr. Poenitzsch and Executive Director of Communications Dale Whitaker provided a summary of 
surveys implemented in February through third-party provider Panorama Education for students 
(Grades 3-12), staff, and parents. They shared data for questions as well as a comparison to last 
year’s survey.  

 
Office of Superintendent: 

 Two student trips are upcoming: DECA students to Orlando, and those involved in the Close-Up 
program to Washington D.C. 

 District enrollment is now at 6,880 students. 
 Dr. Gearing summarized notices of new subdivisions.  

 Dr. Gearing received a notice of public hearing from the City of Dripping Springs regarding proposed 
establishment on Sportsplex Drive and another on Mercer Street.  

 
Office of Finance and Operations: 

 Interim Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Kay Kizziar introduced the monthly 
Operations Report. 

 
Board of Trustees: 

 Trustee Mary Jane Hetrick reported on Legislative Day at the Capitol, including discussion on House 
Bill 3. She mentioned that numerous bills related to school safety are expected to be introduced. 

 Board President Carrie Kroll reminded Board members about the TASB Summer Leadership Institute. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved.  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 The Board approved a resolution to support inclusion of Hays County in the Texas county-wide 
polling place program.  
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 The Competitive Sealed Proposal to upgrade the district phone system will be brought back at a 
future meeting. 

 The Board approved an interlocal agreement with Region 6 for purchases and services. 
 The Board approved the purchase of classroom furniture with Worthington Furniture. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Dripping Springs Elementary Art Teacher Molly McFee was announced as a finalist for the H-E-B 
Excellence in Education Elementary Teacher of the Year in the "Leadership" category, which 
represents 10-20 years of experience. The state awards ceremony will be held in May. 

 At the recent State Powerlifting Championships, DSHS had one state champion in Juan Rios as he set 
four school records, and Ivan Venegas was the state runner-up in his weight class. The boys' team 
placed third in the state. A total of five athletes qualified for the event. 

 Both the girls' and boys' Tiger soccer teams have clinched district titles and playoffs begin this 
weekend. The boys' team will play at home on Friday against Harlandale High School. 

 The DSHS One-Act Play was rated as the First-Place Advancing Play (among eight competing schools) 
at the UIL District 25 5A Contest. Griffin McKitrick and Kenzie Olsen were honored as the Best Actor 
and Best Actress, and Julia Harris was selected as All-Star Technical Crew. The next step will be the 
bi-district contest March 28. Also in theatre news, the 2019 musical "Little Shop of Horrors" received 
eight nominations in the Greater Austin High School Musical Theatre Awards program.  

 Dr. Gearing has been elected as vice president for the Texas Association of Community Schools. This 
will be the first of three years of commitment, which also will include serving a year as president. 

 The first Dripping Springs High School Days of Service will be held Tuesday and Wednesday. All 
juniors and seniors will be performing community service at one of many community locations. This 
initiative was coordinated by three students.  

 On March 26 and March 28, kindergarten/pre-K registration days will be held at elementary 
campuses. This year the process has been streamlined so that parents could complete most steps 
online, and will be visiting campuses to provide required documents to the campus. 

 This spring we have four candidates for two positions on the DSISD Board. Early voting for the May 4 
election starts April 22. Please note that there will be two early voting locations:  the Hays County 
Precinct Office and Sunset Canyon Baptist Church.  

 
 


