
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING BRIEFS 

February 25, 2019 

 

The following information is written to provide a quick reference of discussions and decisions that took place 

during the open session of the Dripping Springs ISD School Board Meeting. The official meeting minutes are 

maintained in the Office of the Superintendent and posted on the website. 

REGULAR SESSION 

OPENING CEREMONY 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Texas Pledge were recited and a moment of silence was held. 

      

CAMPUS SPOTLGHTS 

 Students from Sycamore Springs Elementary highlighted the Peer Mediation Team that helps 
resolve minor conflicts among students.  

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 Above and Beyond Awards for February were presented to: Dave Hammond (Dripping Springs 
Middle School), Carissa Malone (Sycamore Springs Middle School),  Tiffany Perry (Dripping Springs 
Elementary), Chris Treadwell (Dripping Springs High School), Missy Whitsett and Raquel Saddler 
(Walnut Springs Elementary), and Alberta Galindo, Mickie Dunlap, Ismael Lopez-Solis, Tania Ortega-
Ramirez, and Chris Mejia (Sycamore Springs Elementary) . Rooster Springs Elementary’s recipient, 
Kristen Northrup, was not available and will receive her award in March.  

 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Office of Learning and Innovation: 
 Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Dr. Poenitzsch shared information about 

activities of that department, including the Canvas rollout, summer professional development plans, 
counselors review of socio-emotional learning survey, and preparation for upcoming testing season. 

 
Office of Superintendent: 

 Dr. Gearing shared that there is one out-of-state student trip to Columbia University. 
 Dr. Gearing pointed out that district enrollment is 6,873 and summarized notices of new 

subdivisions.  
 Dr. Gearing also shared that Mr. Lenny Olsen has been appointed to the Hays County Appraisal 

District Board. Hays County also has a new chief appraiser. 
 
Office of Finance and Operations: 

 Interim Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Kay Kizziar introduced the monthly 
Operations Report and shared that most district departments are fully staffed. 

 
Board of Trustees: 

 Trustee Mary Jane Hetrick reported on the national education conference she attended. Re-
authorization of IDEA and the federal support of that program was the main topic that was covered. 
She referenced legislation that has been introduced on this topic.  

 Trustee Ron Jones reported on the Central Texas School Boards meeting that he attended. 

 Board President Carrie Kroll commented on the Long-Range Facilities Planning Committee that was 
held last week. The meeting included an introduction to the conversation about the future of high 
school(s) in DSISD. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 The consent agenda was approved.  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 Dr. Gearing reminded the Board that the district is in the midst of a full policy review. The Board 
approved Policy Update 112 on second reading. 

 The Board approved a resolution nominating Dr. Bruce Gearing for the TASB Superintendent of the 
Year award program. 

 The Board approved the extension of the district’s depository contract. 
 The Board approved an extension of the audit services contract to Weaver and Tidwell, LLC for the 

2018-19 audited financial statements.  

 Following additional information and questions, the Board approved the acceptance of a $101,002 
grant from Texas State University for “A Randomized Controller Trial of a Comprehensive Research-
Based Framework for Implementing School-Based Law Enforcement.” This is Year 2 of the grant. 

 The action item of a Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) for the DSE and RSE renovation projects was 
not completed and will be brought back to the Board in March. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Director of Transportation Pam Swanks introduced the new Assistant Transportation Director. 
 At last weekend's UIL State Wrestling Tournament, junior Chase Warden claimed a state 

championship in the 145-pound class by pinning all four of his opponents and was voted the most 
Outstanding 5A Boys' Wrestler. In addition, Clayton Jetton placed fifth at 195 pounds and as a team, 
the Tigers were eighth. We will recognize our state qualifiers next month. 

 Two teams from DSHS competed in the Land Rover 4x4 in School national championship event last 
weekend won several awards and the "Turbo Tigers" team won top honors. Both teams have 
qualified for international competition to be held in December. 

 Volunteer sign-ups have started for this year's senior portfolio panels. Panels will need to be filled 
for more than 430 student portfolios. Sign-up instructions are posted on the DSISD homepage under 
"District News." 

 The Dripping Springs Education Foundation presented Student Leadership Grants totaling more than 
$19,000 for 17 student projects.  

 The registration process for kindergarten and preK classes for fall of 2019 has begun. Parents will 
now be able to do most of the registration steps online, then, on March 26 and 28 they will visit 
their student's assigned campus to present documents and complete the process. All four schools 
also will plan a "Kindergarten Round-Up" activity later in the spring.  

 Dating Violence Mock Trial in Feb. 27 in San Marcos.  

BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 The Board approved the hiring recommendation of Scott Drillette as the Assistant Superintendent of 

Finance and Operations. 

 The Board approved administrator contracts as recommended by the superintendent. 


