
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING BRIEFS 

January 28, 2019 

 

The following information is written to provide a quick reference of discussions and decisions that took place 

during the open session of the Dripping Springs ISD School Board Meeting. The official meeting minutes are 

maintained in the Office of the Superintendent and posted on the website. 

REGULAR SESSION 

OPENING CEREMONY 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Texas Pledge were recited and a moment of silence was held. 

      

CAMPUS SPOTLGHTS 

 Students from Walnut Springs Elementary shared about the community service projects adopted by 
each grade level. 

 Fifth-graders from Rooster Springs Elementary explained a project they led after reading the book 
“Wonder,” which involved selling T-shirts and snacks and planning a week focused on kindness. 

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 Students who placed first in all events of the Elementary UIL District Contest were introduced. 

 Above and Beyond Awards for January were presented to: Nichole Bills (Dripping Springs 
Elementary), Dustin Brothers (Dripping Springs Middle School), Laura Filopovich (Walnut Springs 
Elementary), Ana Garcia and Jennifer Beeler (Sycamore Springs Middle School), Sherry Gillmore 
(Transportation), Amy Larson (Rooster Springs Elementary), Laura Podd (Dripping Springs High 
School), and Anabel Walters and Kirsten Walker (Sycamore Springs Elementary).  

 Superintendent Bruce Gearing presented members of the Board with certificates in honor of School 
Board Recognition Month 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 Parent Russell Spier commented on the topic of school safety. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Nicole Poenitzsch summarized the TAPR 
(Texas Academic Performance Report) for 2018. She highlighted key results in all subject areas, all of 
which exceed the state and region. The report also includes student demographic data, attendance, 
and student discipline incident totals, and post-secondary performance. 

 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 Project Manager Mike Garcia gave an overview of progress of 2018 bond projects and projected 

timeline. He reported on progress of “Phase 1” projects:  the expansion of Dripping Springs High 
School, renovations at Dripping Springs Elementary (including the space shuttle) and Rooster Springs 
Elementary, turf/track replacements at DSMS and DSHS, and the expansion of the Transportation 
Center.  Mr. Garcia also shared a list of projects that have been completed or are planned. Secure 
vestibules in front offices are near completion. 

 

Office of Learning and Innovation: 
 Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Dr. Poenitzsch shared information about 

activities of that department, including professional development plans. 

 Department leaders have reviewed social-emotional learning survey results and will determine how 
this information can best be used.  
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Office of Superintendent: 

 Dr. Gearing shared that two 4x4 in School Technology Challenge teams from DSHS will compete at 
the World Championships in Coventry, UK. 

 Dr. Gearing pointed out a few items in the enrollment report and some notices of new subdivisions. 
He reminded the Board that a new demographic report is being compiled.   

 Dr. Gearing also pointed out charter school notices.  
 

Office of Finance and Operations: 
 Interim Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Kay Kizziar introduced the monthly 

Operations Report. She shared that the Facilities and Construction Department is fully staffed. 

 Ms. Kizziar commented on Child Nutrition Department and the Community Services Department.    

 The Finance Department is working on the 2019-20 budget. 

 
Board of Trustees: 

 Board President Carrie Kroll asked about the gathering of input for the DSHS principal position.  

 Trustee Ron Jones commented on attending the Region 13 breakfast. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 The consent agenda was approved.  

 
BOARD DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 Dr. Gearing provided highlights in Policy Update 112 as the first reading. 

 The Board approved the election order notice and resolution for the May 4, 2019 election for DSISD 
Board of Trustees. 

 The Board approved a joint election agreement with the City of Dripping Springs. 
 Three options regarding class sizes at fourth grade (and one class at third grade) at Sycamore Springs 

Elementary that have more than 22 students were presented. The Board approved an option to add 
a full-time teaching position, whose role will be determined at the campus level. 

 The Board approved the 2019-20 budget parameters, following a summary by Ms. Kizziar. 

 The Board approved a resolution to add two investment officers: Jeff Martello and Katie Klaudt.  
 The Board approved for the Finance Department to negotiate an extension of the depository 

contract. 

 The Board approved a contract with Cadence McShane Construction Company as Construction 
Manager at Risk services for DSE and RSE renovations. 

 The Board approved a contract with American Constructors as Construction Manager at Risk 
services for the DSHS expansion and renovations. 

 The Board approved Construction Manager at Risk as the delivery method for Phase 2 projects from 
the 2018 bond, which include construction of Elementary #5, construction of the new Walnut 
Springs Elementary, and renovation of Dripping Springs Middle School.  

 The Board approved Competitive Sealed Proposal as the delivery method for the front parking lot 
project at the Sycamore Springs campus. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Last weekend the Lady Tiger swimmers captured the district title and the boys' were second. Andrea 
McCarthy was the Coach of the Meet and Tiger captain Steven LaFlamme was the Boys' Swimmer of 
the Meet. DSHS will be well-represented at regionals this coming weekend. 
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 At last week's Hays County Livestock Show, Dripping Springs ISD students captured seven Grand 
Champion awards and two Reserve Grand Champion awards. In addition, several were Breed 
Champions and DSISD students were well-represented in the sale. 

 We have been gathering input from students, staff and parents regarding the principal position at 
the high school as we begin the hiring process. Sessions also are scheduled at Walnut Springs 
Elementary for that purpose. In addition, anyone wishing to share their thoughts can fill out an 
online survey; links are available on the front page of website under District News. 

 The window for student, staff and parent surveys opened today and continues through Feb. 8. The 
format of surveys is the same as last year's version, which will allow us to compile comparative data. 

 
 


