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BACKGROUND
For several years, Dripping Springs ISD 
has had in place a Long-Range Facility 
Planning Team (LRFPT). This group, which 
serves as an advisory body to the admin-
istration and Board, has been charged 
with visualizing and planning for moderate 
and long-term district instructional and 
auxiliary facilities. The group’s member-
ship has evolved over time and consists 
of representation from many stakeholders 
including parents, staff, and community 
members. In 2010, the LRFPT recon-
vened to update the district’s long-range 
plan, culminating in a March 2011 report 
to the Board. The full report is available on 
the DSISD website under “Facilities.”

EXPECTED GROWTH
The Long-Range Facility Planning Team will 
reconvene in the summer of 2013. When 
it last met during the 2010-11 school 
year, the LRFPT divided into four sub-
groups – each representing a quadrant of 
the district using Highway 290 and RR12 
as the coordinates – and studied historical 
data and projected growth in an effort to 
determine future facility needs. The group 
reported that population growth was ex-
pected to continue to grow at the fastest 
rate in the district’s southeast quadrant 
(south of Highway 290, east of RR12).

Enrollment at the end of the 2012-13 
school year was 4,822 students – 2,327 
at three elementary schools and 2,495 at 
two secondary schools. That fi gure repre-
sents a growth rate of 5.7 percent from 
the previous year. Enrollment projections 
indicate an expected increase of between 
4-5 percent for 2013-14.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR FUTURE FACILITIES

Looking at a 10-year window (to 2021), 
the LRFPT made several recommenda-
tions when a report was given to the 
Board in March of 2011. The recom-
mendations are listed below in the order 
that they were expected to occur and are 
grouped as they may be considered for fu-
ture bond programs. However, the dates 
for bond programs to be proposed or 
for construction of any facility to occur 
are not known at this time.

Middle School #2     
 Southeast Quadrant 
Elementary School #4    
 Southeast Quadrant
Completion of Baseball/Softball Complex   
 Northwest Quadrant

High school expansion    
 Northwest Quadrant

Elementary School #5    
 Northeast Quadrant

Middle School #3     
 Southeast Quadrant  
High School #2     
 Southeast Quadrant

Other facilities that were recognized as 
needed, but not placed in order of expect-
ed priority were:

• Completion of athletic facilities
• Stadium
• District support facilities

TIMEFRAME
Execution of the Long-Range Facility Plan 
is contingent upon continued growth and 
successful passage of bond programs. 
When the March 2011 report was pre-
sented to the Board, a possible timeline 
was included for future bond programs. 
That timeline was slated to include con-
struction of a middle school campus and 
an elementary campus among the prio-
irities. Between 2010-12, the district 
experienced a slightly lower growth rate 
than projected, but that rate picked up 
in 2012-13. The LRFPT will meet in the 
fall of 2013 to review district enrollment, 
develop recommendations for future facili-
ties, and create a new timeline. The earli-
est that a bond program could be present-
ed to voters likely would be May 2014. 

DISTRICT PROPERTIES
Dripping Springs ISD owns two pieces of 
property that have yet to be developed: 

• 49 acres just north of the entrance 
to the Highpointe neighborhood on 
Sawyer Ranch Road 

• 150 acres at the intersection of 
Sawyer Ranch Road and (south of) 
Darden Hill Road  

These properties have been surveyed to 
determine what factors will need to be 
considered in future school construction 
decisions.


