
NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OPEN
 Progress on several 2018 bond 
projects were completed during the 
summer including two new elementary 
schools that will each accommodate 
850 students.
  The brand new Cypress Springs 
Elementary, DSISD’s fifth elementary 
school, is set to open on Darden Hill 
Road in Driftwood. 
 Construction was completed on a 
new Walnut Springs Elementary, located 
next to Dripping Springs Middle School, 
on Tiger Lane. 
 Both elementary school projects 
were completed on time and remained 
on budget.
 DSMS also saw several upgrades 
including a new outdoor learning space, 
new LED lighting in the cafeteria and 
gymnasium, additional collaboration 
space, and new HVAC systems.

 The final 2018 bond project will 
be renovating the former Walnut 
Springs Elementary into the DSISD 
Administration Building. In addition 
to replacing the current central 
office building that was constructed 
in 1948, this move will allow district 
support service departments room for 
future growth, expansion of the child 
development center, an alternative 
curriculum classroom, community 
education space, and space for board 
meetings and professional development.
 In addition to campus growth, 
enrollment increase is being seen across 
all eight campuses as DSISD is expected 
to welcome more than 8,000 students 
for the 2021-22 school year, an increase 
of approximately eight percent from May 
of 2021. 
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CALENDAR
August 12
Elementary Meet the Teacher Night
(see Page 5 for campus details)

August 17
First Day of School

August 23
Board of Trustees Agenda Review 
Meeting
6:00 p.m.  •  DSHS Auditorium

August 30
Board of Trustees Regular Meeting
6:00 p.m.  •  DSHS Auditorium

September 2
WSE Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
6:00 p.m.

September 6
Labor Day Holiday

September 9
CSE Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
6:00 p.m.

Cypress Springs Elementary opens as DSISD’s fifth elementary school.

Walnut Springs Elementary has a new home next to 
Dripping Springs Middle School on Tiger Lane.



MESSAGE FROM BOARD PRESIDENT
Barbara Stroud

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Holly Morris-Kuentz

 As we prepare for the start of the 
2021-22 school year, our district is filled 
with energy, optimism and excitement!
 I know that Dripping Springs ISD is 
a school district that many families 
identify as a desirable destination when 
planning a move. In fact, my family and I 
are new to Dripping Springs and we have 
been so impressed with the welcoming 
nature of our community. I encourage 
all parents, including those new to our 
district, to find ways to be active and 
engaged.
 We continue to grow and this year we 
expect to surpass the 8,000-student 
mark in enrollment. Last year’s growth 
rate slowed slightly, but DSISD did not 
see the decreases some Texas districts 
experienced. We ended the 2020-21 
school year with 7,481 students and 
are projecting an increase of about 7-8 
percent this fall.
 We are excited to open our fifth 
elementary school – Cypress Springs 
Elementary – this fall. In addition, Walnut 

Springs Elementary is moving to a new 
building that will offer a wonderful 
learning environment to students. 
Dripping Springs Middle School also 
will enjoy some renovations including 
new collaborative and outdoor learning 
spaces.
 This year will be a busy one as we 
examine our long-range facility needs 
and plan for the future of our growing 
district. First and foremost, however, 
is a focus on our students. We plan to 
carefully monitor academic progress of 
our students, and make sure we have 
systems in place to identify students 
who may need extra support in an 
academic area. We also will continue to 
support our students’ social-emotional 
and mental health needs.
 We want to meet all of our students 
where they currently stand, and help 
guide them to where they need to be 
… and beyond! Each student travels a 
unique educational journey and we are 
here to help them every step of the way.
 This back-to-school guide includes 
information about how our schools 
and the district communicate with 

our stakeholders, introductions to 
new administrative team members, 
information about our Board of Trustees, 
a list of back-to-school events, and 
much more.
 We look forward to partnering 
with our parents and community in 
the coming year to make 2021-22 a 
wonderful year in Dripping Springs ISD!

Sincerely,

Holly Morris-Kuentz
Superintendent of Schools
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 Welcome back, students, parents 
and staff! We hope you all had a safe 
and relaxing summer break with family 
and friends. We are excited to welcome 
students back to begin a new school 
year, refreshed and refocused on 
equipping our students to be lifelong 
learners and positive contributors to the 
world.
 The Board of Trustees is delighted to 
be working as a governance team with 
our superintendent Dr. Morris-Kuentz 
as we continue to plan for the future 
of DSISD and address issues that are 

critical to the success of all students.  We 
are excited to open our fifth elementary 
campus, Cypress Springs Elementary, 
and the new Walnut Springs Elementary.  
We are continuing to plan for the future 
growth expected in our district.  
 As you know, we have an amazing 
and talented staff in DSISD.  The Board 
truly appreciates the dedication 
our employees exhibit as they serve 
students. This commitment was 
especially evident during the last school 
year, which was unprecedented in so 
many ways. We know our staff will meet 
continuing challenges with the same 
dedication and determination.  Both our 
staff and students have shown strength 

and adaptability to overcome the 
challenges they have faced, and they are 
truly inspiring.
  We are thankful to you for choosing 
DSISD.  We urge you to continue to 
have an active voice in the future of our 
school district. When we work together 
as a community, we can accomplish 
great things.  Have a wonderful school 
year! 

Sincerely,

Barbara Stroud



MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Barbara Stroud
President

Elected May 2008
Term Ends May 2023

 Public school districts are 
represented by a Board of Trustees 
comprised of citizens representing 
the community.  Board members are 
unsalaried district patrons elected 
for a term of three years. The Board 
has final control over major decisions 
regarding school policy, curriculum, 
expenditures, and building programs. It 
is the Board’s responsibility to provide 
tax monies for maintenance and 
operation of the schools, to submit 
bond issues to the district’s voters for 
construction of school facilities, and to 
hire the district’s Chief Executive Officer 
(superintendent). Board authority is 
defined by federal and state law and by 
regulations set by the State Board of 
Education. Trustees act officially only as 
a group in duly called and posted Board 
meetings.  Their interest is to serve 
DSISD’s students and employees and to 
protect the taxpayers’ investment in the 
district.
 Dripping Springs ISD’s Board 
members work closely with the 
Superintendent and administration 
to lead the district to maintain a high-
quality education for Dripping Springs 
students. 
 Trustees convene for regular 

meetings at 6:00 p.m. on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Dripping 
Springs High School auditorium. Agenda 
review meetings are held on the third 
Monday of the month, also at 6:00 p.m. 
Additional special meetings may be called. 
(There are no agenda review meetings in 
November or December due to holiday 
schedules.) Board meetings are also 
streamed live on YouTube with a link being 
provided to the public when the agenda is 
posted.
 Agendas are posted 72 hours prior to 
meetings and at least two hours before an 
emergency meeting. The agenda also is 
placed on the district’s website. A majority 
of the Board (four members) constitutes 
a quorum. A quorum must be present to 
conduct business or take action.
 Texas law does not require school 
districts to hold Board meeting public 
forums; however, DSISD Trustees have 
chosen to provide that opportunity to 
the public. At board meetings, any person 
wanting to speak during a public forum 
signs in prior to the meeting. Persons will 
be heard on a first-come, first-served 
basis and may speak for three minutes. 
Delegations appoint one person to 
present their views before the board and 
are allowed five minutes. 

 Community involvement is 
critical to the success of Dripping 
Springs ISD. Opportunities exist for 
community advisory committees 
that strengthen ties between the 
school and the community and 
enhance the core educational 
process. Committees provide 
input to the district on a variety 
of subjects, including district 
and campus planning, gifted and 
talented programs, special services, 
student health initiatives, and long-
range facility planning.
 Membership for district 
committees (for a list visit dsisdtx.
us/committees) is determined 
by the guidelines in the Texas 
Education Code, District Board 
Policy, and DSISD Administrative 
Guidelines for Community 
Committees. Processes for 
membership selection for external 
stakeholders is based on Board 
and/or Administrative appointment. 
The intent of all selection processes 
is to ensure committees are 
comprised of stakeholders with 
a variety of perspectives who 
represent the demographic profile 
of the district at-large.
 Individuals interested in 
participating in an advisory 
committee for the 2021-22 school 
year can complete an Application 
for Committee Appointment form 
online at dsisdtx.us/committees. 
Committees are formed at various 
times, with a majority of them 
coinciding with the start of the 
school year. The application form 
for the School Health Advisory 
Council closes on Friday, August 
27. Names will be compiled for 
consideration for other committees 
as they are formed. 

Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick
Vice President

Elected May 2015
Term Ends May 2024

Shannon O’Connor
Secretary

Elected May 2015
Term Ends May 2024

Joanna Day
Trustee

Elected May 2019
Term Ends May 2022
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Marisa Grijalva
Trustee

Elected May 2019
Term Ends May 2022

Ron Jones
Trustee

Elected May 2014
Term Ends May 2023

Dr. Stefani Reinold
Trustee

Elected May 2021
Term Ends May 2024

DSISD COMMUNITY
ADVISORY COMMITTEES
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NEW DSISD ADMINISTRATORS APPOINTED
 Over the summer, Dripping Springs ISD welcomed several new faces to district and 
campus leadership roles. 
 Jamie Eubanks was named the principal for Dripping Springs Elementary after 
serving as the assistant principal for the past four years. Before coming to Dripping 
Springs, Ms. Eubanks served as principal of East Austin College Prep School for one 
year after one year as an instructional facilitator there.
     Kirsten Bloomfield was selected as the next principal for Sycamore Springs 
Elementary. Ms. Bloomfield comes to Dripping Springs from Douglas County, Colo., 
where she served as principal of Iron Horse Elementary for five years. Prior to taking 
the reins at Iron Horse, she spent several years at Pioneer Elementary in that same 
district as an assistant principal and teacher. 
 Tisha Kolek was named the first Director of SEL and Health Services for DSISD 
after serving four years as the Education Service Center Region 13 Coordinator for 
Counseling Services in Austin. Prior to her position with ESC Region 13, Kolek spent 
four years as the Director of Counseling Services at Taylor ISD, and worked as a high 
school counselor for 12 years.
 Dr. Alicia Maphies arrives in Dripping Springs as the Director of Secondary 
Education following five years as the principal for Centennial High School in Frisco ISD. 
Prior to that position, she spent eight years as the assistant principal for CHS, while 
also serving three years as an adjunct professor at Texas A&M University-Commerce.  
 In addition, Marcia Holsonbake was named the DSISD ESL/Bilingual Program 
Coordinator and Shannon Voges was selected as the Reading Academy Cohort 
Leader.

DSISD DIRECTORY 
Cypress Springs Elementary (PK-5)
11091 Darden Hill Road, Driftwood
Kellie Raymond, Principal
Phone: 737.260.8700

Dripping Springs Elementary (PK-5)
29400 Ranch Road 12, Dripping Springs
Jamie Eubanks, Principal
Phone: 512.858.3700 

Rooster Springs Elementary (PK-5)
1001 Belterra Drive, Austin
Steve Novickas, Principal
Phone: 512.465.6200
 
Sycamore Springs Elementary (PK-5)
14451 Sawyer Ranch Road, Austin 
Kirsten Bloomfield, Principal
Phone: 512.858.3900

Walnut Springs Elementary (PK-5)
113 Tiger Lane, Dripping Springs
Melinda Gardner, Principal
Phone: 512.858.3800

Dripping Springs Middle School (6-8)
111 Tiger Lane, Dripping Springs
Jason Certain, Principal
Phone: 512.858.3400
 
Sycamore Springs Middle School (6-8)
14451 Sawyer Ranch Road, Austin
Dan Diehl, Principal
Phone:  512.858.3600 

Dripping Springs High School (9-12)
940 Hwy 290 West, Dripping Springs
Angela Gamez, Principal
Phone: 512.858.3100 

DSISD Administration
510 W. Mercer St., Dripping Springs
Phone: 512.858.3000 

Jamie Eubanks Kirsten Bloomfield Tisha Kolek Alicia Maphies

DISTRICT VISION
 We inspire and equip students to be life-long learners and positive contributors 
to the world. 

DISTRICT MISSION
 We partner with students, parents, and the community to provide a personal and 
exceptional education for every student. 



CYPRESS SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Wednesday, August 11
Parent Orientation (PK-K)
5:30-6:15 p.m.
Thursday, August 12
Meet the Teacher Night
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Back-to-School Bash 
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Friday, August 20
Parent Celebration of First Week
8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 9
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 16
Parent Orientation
5:00-5:45 p.m. (1st-2nd)
5:50-6:35 p.m. (3rd-4th)
6:40-7:25 p.m. (5th)

DRIPPING SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Wednesday, August 11
Parent Orientation (PK-K)
5:30-6:15 p.m.
Thursday, August 12
Meet the Teacher Night
5:00-5:45 p.m. (PK-2nd)
6:00-6:45 p.m. (3rd-5th)
Back-to-School Bash 
5:45-7:15 p.m.
Friday, August 20
Parent Celebration of First Week
8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 16
Parent Orientation
5:00-5:45 p.m. (1st-2nd)
5:45-6:30 p.m. (3rd-4th)
6:30-7:15 p.m. (5th)

ROOSTER SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Wednesday, August 11
Parent Orientation (PK-K)
5:00-5:30 p.m. (K)
5:45-6:15 p.m. (PK)
Thursday, August 12
Meet the Teacher Night
5:00-5:45 p.m. (PK-2nd)
6:00-6:45 p.m. (3rd-5th)
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENTS
August is an exciting time of year as students head back to the classroom 
and families readjust to “Tiger Time!” All campuses plan back-to-school 
activities to orient students to their schools, provide information, and 
establish important home-school connections.

Back-to-School Bash 
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 14
Kindergarten Picnic
10:00-11:00 a.m. (Belterra San Saba 
Splash Pad)
Thursday, Sept. 16
Parent Orientation
5:00-5:45 p.m. (1st-2nd)
6:00-6:45 p.m. (3rd-5th)

SYCAMORE SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Wednesday, August 11
Kindergarten Popsicle Party and 
Parent Overview
4:30-5:30 p.m. (Popsicles at playground)
4:45-5:30 p.m. (Parent overview in library)
Parent Orientation (PK)
5:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 12
Meet the Teacher Night
5:00-5:45 p.m. (PK-2nd)
6:00-6:45 p.m. (3rd-5th)
Back-to-School Bash 
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 16
Parent Orientation
5:00-5:45 p.m. (1st-2nd)
6:00-6:45 p.m. (3rd-5th)

WALNUT SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Wednesday, August 11
Parent Orientation (PK-K)
5:30-6:00 p.m. (K)
6:00-6:30 p.m. (PK)
Thursday, August 12
Meet the Teacher Night
5:30-6:30 p.m.
Back-to-School Bash
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 2
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 16
Parent Orientation (1st-5th)
5:30-6:15 p.m.

DRIPPING SPRINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Friday, August 13
Tigers-N-Training (6th grade/New Students)
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Monday, August 30
Meet the Teacher Night
6:00 p.m.

SYCAMORE SPRINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Thursday, August 12
Tigers Ready! (All Students)
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Monday, August 30
Meet the Teacher Night
6:00 p.m.

DRIPPING SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

Tuesday, August 10 
ROAR (Freshman/New Student Orientation)
3:00-5:00 p.m. or 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 11
Meet the Teacher Night
2:30-4:00 p.m. or 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Monday, August 16
Open House
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

DSHS hosted ROAR on August 10 for 
incoming freshmen and new students.
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 A COVID-19 health protocol plan has 
been created to provide the safest possible 
environment as our students and staff 
return to school for the 2021-22 year. To 
view the school health protocols for the 
upcoming school year, visit dsisdtx.us/
covid.
 The situation surrounding COVID-19 
can change rapidly. DSISD will continue to 
monitor conditions in our community and 
implement prevention strategies to the 
largest extent practical. DSISD is following 
the Governor’s Executive Order GA-38 as 
well as guidance from multiple agencies 
at the county, state and national levels, 
including the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA).

INSTRUCTION
 Dripping Springs ISD will begin the 
school year on August 17, 2021. Students 
and staff will participate in in-person 
learning, with limited capacity for students 
in kindergarten through sixth grade to 
participate in the fall virtual academy. A 
sign-up period was held August 6-10 for 
the available spots and students will begin 
online classes on August 24. In addition, 
DSISD students who are confined to the 
home or hospital due to medical conditions 
may potentially be eligible for Homebound 
instruction through the Special Services 
Department.

INDICATORS
 The current active cases of COVID-19 
in DSISD programs and on campuses, 
as well as the average daily rates of new 
infections in Hays County, have bearing on 
the protocols needed. The Hays County 
Health Department Dashboard provides 
up-to-date data on the number of active 
cases; see hayscountytx.com for more 
information. DSISD will monitor guidance 
from local and state health officials and 
may implement additional protocols as 
appropriate based upon specific situations.

PHASE 1 PREVENTION AND 
MITIGATION STRATEGIES

Buildings and Buses
 Campuses and buses will continue 
to have robust cleaning and sanitization 
protocols. Each classroom and restroom 
will be disinfected each evening. All high-
touch areas will be disinfected regularly. 
Campuses will have posters and reminders 

COVID-19 SCHOOL HEALTH PROTOCOLS
for healthy habits. Classroom desks may 
be arranged as appropriate for classroom 
instruction. Campuses and programs will 
continue to maximize the use of outdoor 
spaces for fresh air and distancing. 
Parents may request their student be 
provided a divider to use at their desk.

Recess
 Recess will be held outside, weather 
permitting, and classes will follow the 
campus master schedule. Multiple play 
areas and zones will be leveraged for both 
safety and supervision.

Cafeteria
 The cafeteria will function up to 
building capacity. Students will sit with 
their class and be permitted to select 
their seating. Campuses have added 
tables outside and staffing for supervision. 
Parents should notify their child’s teacher 
to indicate preference to sit outside, 
weather permitting.

Water Fountains
 Water fountains and bottle fillers will 
be available; however, students will be 
encouraged to bring a water bottle from 
home.

Travel
 Students will be permitted to 
participate in field trips and travel within 
the U.S. Buses will operate up to full 
capacity as dictated by route needs. 
 Students may be opted out of field 
trips and remain on campus with an 
alternative activity or assignment. Parents 
will be provided the opportunity to note 
that they are opting their student out of 
the activity on the field trip
permission slip.
 Parents may elect to transport their 
student to and from a field trip in lieu of 
bus service, depending upon the venue’s 
restrictions, and indicate that intent on 
the field trip permission slip. Carpooling 
will not be allowed.

Visitors
 Visitors will be allowed on campuses. 
All visitors will be asked to show an ID 
to be checked into the Raptor Visitor 
Management system when entering a 
school.

Campus Programming
 Campus programming and events 
will be held in person up to building 

capacity. There will be some limited 
video opportunities depending on the 
event, venue, etc. Students may opt out 
of assemblies and will be supervised in 
an alternate location on campus during 
this time; parents should notify their 
classroom teacher in writing if being 
requested. Campuses may consider 
various scheduling approaches and 
locations for school-wide events that 
reduce the concentration of students.

Handwashing and Hand Sanitizer  
 Students and staff will practice 
thorough hand washing and teachers 
will promote hand hygiene including 
reminding students to wash their hands 
often for at least 20 seconds. Staff and 
students will use hand sanitizer when 
hand washing is not feasible. Classrooms 
and common spaces will have hand 
sanitizer available.

Respiratory Etiquette and Air Quality
 DSISD will be mask optional for all 
staff and students. Per GA-38, school 
systems cannot require students or staff 
to wear a mask. DSISD emphasizes the 
importance of respecting and accepting 
the personal decisions of others related 
to wearing or not wearing a mask.
 In addition, the district is updating 
the MERV ratings of the filters used on 
campuses and buses to improve air 
quality and filtration. The district will 
continue to have increased air flow and 
ventilation.

Health Monitoring
 All students, staff, and visitors are 
expected to evaluate their health status 
and self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms 
or other signs of illness daily before 
reporting to campus. Individuals should 
not enter campuses or district buildings 
if sick with symptoms of COVID-19 or any 
infectious illness.

PHASE 2 PREVENTION AND 
MITIGATION STRATEGIES

 If additional prevention measures are 
needed, a Phase 2 will be implemented 
on campuses. These measures include 
social distancing, self-serve options in 
cafeterias, limited visitors, suspension of 
travel, additional airflow and ventilation, 
etc. A complete list of the Phase 2 safety 
measures can be found in the full plan.
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SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 
 Family Access is used for annual 
enrollment verification information. 
Teachers and administrators use 
Message Center to send targeted e-mails 
or post information. A Family Access app 
is available; just search the app store for 
“Skyward.”

DISTRICT APP 
 DSISD has a free app that is available 
through iTunes or Google Play. The app is 
customizable for parents, depending on 
which campuses students attend.

E-MAIL/PHONE 
 E-mail blasts can be sent from the 
district, campus or classroom levels, 
based on contact information stored in 
Family Access. Elementary teachers aim 
to make weekly contact, while secondary 
teachers plan e-mail communications in 
conjunction with key projects, deadlines, 
exams, etc. Classroom teachers have 
phone extensions where messages 
can be left, but e-mail is the preferred 
method of communication since 
teachers do not answer phones during 
instructional time. 

NOTIFICATIONS 
•  For emergency or time-critical 
announcements (like school closings), 
DSISD uses a telephone alert system 
through Blackboard Communications 
that delivers a recorded message to 
contact numbers in Skyward Family 
Access. Messages are also left for 
student absences.

•  Parents make their notification 
preferences through their Blackboard 
Communications accounts (same login 
as Family Access; password can be 
reset). They may chose to receive phone 
calls, texts, and/or emails. 

•  Parents can also request to be notified 
when new information is posted to 
certain pages of the district website. 
To subscribe to certain pages, parents 
should go to the bottom of the website 
and click on LOG IN (Blackboard login), 
click on “Edit Account Settings,” then 
“Subscriptions.” Parents can select 
what schools they would like to set 
notifications for.

DSISD PARENT COMMUNICATION TOOLS
CANVAS

 Canvas gives parents the ability 
to see class or course information, 
along with a calendar of assignments. 
Teachers use Canvas to upload course 
syllabi, assignments, and grades, or to 
communicate with parents. Students are 
provided links to teacher webpages.

SOCIAL MEDIA
 DSISD manages a Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram account to share news, 
events and honors. The district also 
manages a YouTube account to feature 
certain events, staff, students, and 
important district updates. Campuses 
and many classrooms also use various 
social media platforms. 

NEWSLETTERS
 The district publishes an e-newsletter 
(see “Newsletter” icon on homepage) 
called “Inside DSISD” that includes 
information about news, honors, 
programs, events and Board actions. 
Schools also post newsletters to update 
parents on campus happenings.

WEBSITES
 Teacher websites can be 
accessed via the school’s 
Staff Directory and include 
information about course 
requirements, class schedule, 
links to resources, and more. 
Campus websites 
(ie: dsisdtx.us/dses) include 
events, information and news 
specific to that school. 

1. Select a School: Drop-
down menu links to campus 
websites. 
2. Search Tool: Can’t find 
what you’re looking for? Type 
it in. 
3. Our District: Includes 
attendance zone map, staff 
directory, district publications, 
archived news releases and 
much more. 
4. Family Access: Leads to 
the Family Access sign-in 
page.
5. Menus: Breakfast and lunch menus 
are listed by school in Nutrislice, which 

includes nutritional information. 
6. Bus Routes: Allows users to type 
in home address and child’s grade to 
receive bus stop time and location. 
7. Online Payments: This link leads 
to two options – Meal Payments and 
Webstore. Meal payments connects 
to PayPAMS where parents may add to 
students’ cafeteria accounts. Webstore 
provides an opportunity to pay for items 
like community classes, child care, 
theatre tickets, and transcript fees. 
8. Newsletter: Connects to the district’s 
e-newsletter.
9. Announcements/District News: 
Look for what’s happening in the 
district. “Announcements” includes 
reminders and timely items of interest, 
while “District News” covers awards, 
accomplishments, and major district 
decisions. 
10. Sign In: This link allows users to sign 
up for notifications and alerts from 
the district, campuses, departments 
or certain pages like Board Agendas or 
Athletics. 



 Dripping Springs ISD offers an all-
sports pass for general admission to 
non-playoff middle school and high 
school home athletic events during 
the school year, with the 
exception of varsity football 
games. 
 Secondary student 
athletic season passes can be 
purchased online through the 
DSISD Webstore for $25 after 
the start of the school year. 
After purchase, students 
should take their new 2021-22 Student 
ID card to their campus receptionist to 

receive a sticker for the back.  
 Adult athletic season passes can also 
be purchased online through the DSISD 
Webstore for $50 per adult. These passes 

are not accepted at other 
schools or for varsity football 
games.   
       The pass will cover the 
following sports that host games 
with admission fees: baseball, 
boys’ and girls’ basketball, 
boys’ and girls’ soccer, softball, 
and volleyball. Sub-varsity and 

middle school games are also covered 
with this pass.
 

ANNUAL ATHLETICS PASS

GOLD TIGER CARD
  
  
 

  
 

 Senior citizens (age 65 and up) 
residing within Dripping Springs ISD are 
eligible to receive “Gold Tiger” cards 
that allow free admission to district 
and school events. The cards, which 
have been available for several years, 
typically can be used for General 
Admission seating at varsity athletics 
contests, as well as musical and 
theatrical performances. Gold Tiger 
cards cannot be used at UIL playoff 
games or events where meals are 
included in the admission price.
 Senior citizens who live in DSISD 
may obtain a card in person at the 
DSISD Administration Building front 
desk with a driver’s license or some 
other form of identification with proof 
of address.
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VARSITY FOOTBALL CLEAR BAG POLICY
 Dripping Springs ISD has a clear bag policy at Tiger Stadium for varsity football 
games to enhance safety and security.  The policy limits the size and types of bags 
allowed at the stadium during games. All bags are subject to inspection prior to entry. 
Guests attempting to enter the stadium with non-conforming bags will be asked to 
return the items to their vehicles.

Bags allowed in Tiger Stadium are:
• Clear plastic Tote Bags (no larger than 12” x 6” x 12”)
• One-Gallon Plastic Freezer Bags
• Small Clutch Purses (smaller than 4.5” x 6.5”)

Bags not allowed in Tiger Stadium are:
• Backpacks
• Purses
• Binocular or Camera Cases
• Diaper Bags
• Fanny Packs
• Cinch Bags
• Printed Pattern or Oversize Tote Bags

 Exceptions will be made for medically necessary items and credentialed news 
media/photographer equipment bags. These individuals should check in at the 
pass gate table upon arrival (located at both the home side entrance and the north 
entrance gates).
 Members of student groups involved with the event are permitted to enter with 
equipment bags when entering with their team or group, in uniform, and with the 
director or coach.

TIGER TIP LINE 
 The Tiger Tip Line allows students 
or parents to report concerns 
about bullying, other social issues, 
or security matters. The name of 
the school must be included, and 
it is requested that details of an 
incident being reported include 
location, time, date, and any available 
information about who was involved 
to help administrators investigate. 
Tips can be made anonymously or 
with a name. However, please note 
that administrators are able to do a 
more thorough job investigating tips 
when they can contact the reporting 
party for additional information.
 It is important to note that 
messages are received during 
business hours only as they are 
checked by school administrators. 
The Tiger Tip Line can be accessed 
at dsisdtx.us/tipline.



 As Dripping Springs ISD 
Transportation is preparing for the new 
school year, parents are encouraged 
to access the DSISD mobile app, visit 
the department’s webpage, or visit the 
“Portfolio” section of Family Access 
for routes, times, guidelines and other 
information. Bus information for the 
2021-22 school year will be posted by 
Friday, August 13. All parents should check 
their student’s bus stop and schedule 
and not assume it will be the same as last 
year. 

Parents should verify their student’s bus 
information by (this information is only 
available for those students who are 
registered with transportation):

•  Selecting the Bus Route icon on 
the district homepage (below the 
picture).

•  Typing in address and grade level 
of student. Address must be exact, 
including zip code.

Those with questions should:

•  E-mail the Transportation Office at 
transportation@dsisdtx.us.

•  Call the Transportation Office at 512-
858-3502 between 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

•  Students should ride their assigned 
bus and use their assigned bus 
stop. The district does not offer 
transportation to alternate locations.  
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BUS TRANSPORTATION ROUND-UP
Guidelines for Riders
•  Students should be at their bus stop 

in the morning 10 minutes prior to 
their scheduled pick-up, waiting 
a minimum of 10-15 feet from 
the roadway. For safety reasons, 
students should never chase after a 
missed bus.

•  A parent or designee should meet 
young students at their bus stop 
after school.

•  Parents are responsible for their 
children on the route to and from 
the bus stop and while students are 
at the stop.

•  Students should always avoid the 
“Danger Zones” where driver’s vision 
is blocked (map available on the 
Transportation website).

Driver Safety Tips
•  Slow down and be especially alert 

in residential neighborhoods and 
school zones.

•  Take extra time to look for kids at 
intersections, on medians and on 
curbs.

•  Enter and exit driveways slowly and 
carefully.

•  Watch for children on and near the 
road in the morning and after-school 
hours.

•  Reduce distractions so you can 
concentrate on the road and your 
surroundings. Put down your phone 
and don’t talk or text while driving.

Student Safety Tips
•  Students under 10 years old should 

cross the street with an adult. 
•  Cross the street at corners, using traffic 

signals and crosswalks.
•  Never run out into the streets or cross 

in between parked cars. 
•  Make sure to always walk in front of the 

bus where the driver can see.

 The DSISD Transportation Department 
can contact all parents or those of 
students riding a particular bus (based on 
notification preferences in Blackboard). In 
addition, parents have easy access to their 
child’s route information via the district 
mobile app.

SMART TAG SYSTEM SUPPORTS SECURITY, EFFICIENCY
 
 
 

 Dripping Springs ISD introduced 
the SMART tag system for bus riders 
during the 2020-21 school year. SMART 
tags help increase safety and security 
for students by leveraging technology 
to improve student management and 
communications on school buses.

 SMART tag provides a student 
profile with a photo ID to enable school 
bus drivers to perform their duties 
more efficiently and effectively while 
improving overall safety and security. It 
also automates seating charts, safety 
inspections, maintenance requests and 
other critical documentation.
 All middle and high school students 
receive a SMART tag ID for various uses 
at school as the tag also serves as the 
student’s ID. At the elementary level, 
students who qualify and register for 
transportation are issued a SMART Tag.
 The SMART Parent Web Portal is 

designed to enhance communication 
between the Transportation Department 
and the parents of student bus riders. 
Parents may see if their child is on the 
bus and approximately when the bus will 
arrive at the stop. Additionally, parents 
may opt to be notified via text of the 
estimated bus arrival time to their stops.
 More information on the SMART tag 
system, frequently asked questions and 
the Parent Portal can be found at dsisdtx.
us/smarttag. Parents also can contact 
the DSISD Transportation Department 
by calling 512.858.3502 or emailing 
transportation@dsisdtx.us.

CONTACT INFORMATION
 The DSISD Transportation 
Department has a new phone number 
for the 2021-22 school year. Parents 
needing to reach the department can call 
512.858.3502. 
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SPECIAL SERVICES 
CHILD FIND NOTICE

 Child Find is a component of 
the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) 
that requires school districts and 
charter schools to identify, locate, 
and evaluate all children with 
disabilities, regardless of the severity 
of their disabilities, and who are 
in need of Special Education and 
related services. Child Find includes 
a continuous process of public 
awareness activities, screening 
and evaluation designed to locate, 
identify, and evaluate children 
with disabilities who are in need of 
Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) 
programs or Special Education and 
related services.
 A child with a disability may 
have a cognitive or intellectual 
impairment, a hearing impairment 
(including deafness), a visual 
impairment (including blindness), 
a speech or language impairment, 
a serious emotional disturbance, 
an orthopedic impairment, autism, 
traumatic brain injury, other health 
impairment, specific learning 
disability, deaf-blindness, or multiple 
disabilities. This includes children 
with disabilities who are attending 
DSISD, private schools, home 
schools, and children with disabilities 
who are homeless or residing in 
foster homes or other residential 
facilities. 
 DSISD has a duty to identify 
all children who reside within 
the district’s attendance zone 
and may be in need of special 
education and related services. 
Parents, relatives, public and private 
agency employees, and concerned 
citizens are asked to assist DSISD 
in identifying any child who may 
have a disability. Anyone aware of a 
child who may be in need of Special 
Education services may contact the 
Department of Special Services at 
512.858.3066.    

 Dripping Springs ISD students may 
use extended care services offered 
through the Community Services 
Department at both the elementary and 
middle school levels. 
 After-school care, or “Kids Club,” 
is available at all five elementary 
campuses. Currently, there is a waiting 
list for Kids Club at every elementary 
school. This program serves students 
in pre-kindergarten through fifth grade 
in a safe environment. Children enjoy 
structured and supervised playtime, 
creative time, storytime, homework 
time, and snacks. The cost is $200 per 
month with a pick-up time of 6:00 p.m. 
Registration is required for attendance. 
A reminder for returning families: a new 
form must be completed each year for 
each child in the program.
 At both middle schools, “Club 
CRASH” is an early-morning supervised 
time to assist parents who need to 
head to work before the school drop-
off time. The hours of operation are 

EXTENDED CHILDCARE PROGRAMS
6:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. during which time 
students are encouraged to read, work 
on school projects, socialize with friends, 
or just mentally prepare for the day. The 
monthly fee for Club CRASH is just $85. 
Registration is required for attendance. 
        Students can be registered for either 
program on the Dripping Springs ISD 
website. There is a $50 registration fee 
and the first month’s payment is due 
prior to attending. Discounts are given 
for families qualifying for free lunch (40 
percent discount) or reduced lunch 
(20 percent discount). Pre-payment is 
required and credit cards are accepted. 
 Elementary parents should make 
sure the classroom teachers have on 
file that the student attends the Kids 
Club program so he or she is directed 
appropriately at dismissal.  
 For more information on either the 
Kids Club or Club CRASH programs, 
contact the DSISD Community Services 
Department at (512) 858-3022.  

      
 
 
 

 Founded in 1992 to support academic 
achievement, the vision of the Dripping 
Springs Education Foundation is 
simple and compelling: To engage our 
community to provide more students 
with better opportunities. 
 After examining the landscape of 
our community and the needs of the 

students and teachers in 2020, the 
Board of Directors committed to a bold, 
new vision for the future to fund much-
needed mental health and student 
wellness positions while offering new 
channels for investing in students 
through DSEF. DSEF trusts the support 
of the community and believes in the 
realization of a bold, new vision that 
will be transformative for the students, 
teachers, and district.
 The Foundation is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization. For more 
information, to donate or to volunteer 
to help, visit the DSEF website at: 
dseducationfoundation.org.

DRIPPING SPRINGS EDUCATION FOUNDATION

STUDENT INSURANCE
 Dripping Springs ISD has selected 
the Student Insurance Plan to make 
reliable coverage available to parents. 
While all registered students in the 
district are eligible, this opportunity 
may be especially appealing to 
parents of students involved in 
extracurricular activities such as 
athletics and band.
 Different levels of coverage are 
available, based on the family’s needs. 

Options are:
• At-school coverage (incl. field trips)
• 24-hour coverage
• Football only
• Extended dental coverage
• Coverage period
 Coverage, which is underwritten 
by Mutual of Omaha Insurance 
Company,  may be purchased at any 
time during the school year by visiting 
K12StudentInsurance.com.


