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October 2
Coffee with DSISD, Dripping Springs High 
School, 7:45-9:00 a.m., Center for Learn-
ing and Innovation

September 2015

DSHS Ranked Among Nation’s Best
 Dripping Springs High School 
again is featured on the Newsweek 
list honoring “America’s Top High 
Schools,” which was published August 
20. DSHS is #480 in the U.S., #30 in 
Texas, and one of three Central Texas 
schools that are included on the list of 
the nation’s 500 best high schools. If 
looking at open-enrollment compre-
hensive high schools only, Dripping 
Springs High School is 19th in the 
state (regardless of size).
 The list identifies top-per-
forming schools based on a metric 
of student achievement and college 
preparedness data provided by the 
National Center for Education Sta-
tistics and from a survey of schools 

performed by Newsweek. Factors 
considered were: enrollment rate (25 
percent), graduation rate (20 per-
cent), weighted AP/IB composite (17.5 
percent), weighted SAT/ACT composite 
(17.5 percent), change in student en-
rollment between 9th-12th Grades (10 
percent), and counselor-to-student 
ratio (10 percent).
 The last time Newsweek re-
leased a high school ranking was in 
September of 2014, at which time 
Dripping Springs High School ranked 
#274.
 For a complete list, see: 
http://www.newsweek.com/high-
schools/americas-top-high-schools-
2015?piano_t=1.

Welcome Back, DSISD!

The 2015-16 school year has 
begun. above, assistant Princi-
pal Leslie Talamantes (left) and 
Principal Kellie Raymond (right) 
welcome students to Dripping 
Springs Elementary on august 
24.  At left, students at Dripping 
Springs Middle School enter the 
front doors on the first day of 
class. 



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 Everyone survived the first week of 
school and things are running smoothly 
on all campuses! Thanks to everyone for 
exhibiting patience as we get into our rou-
tines and dedicate ourselves to providing 
students an exceptional education. 
 We have a few new campus leaders 
who I know have jumped in with both 
feet and a great deal of enthusiasm. Tom 
Payne is the new principal at Rooster 
Springs Elementary and Mandy Sargent 
is the new AP at that school. The leader-
ship team of Principal Kellie Raymond and 
AP Leslie Talamantes are new at Dripping 
Springs Elementary, and Jennifer Mur-
ray has moved to Walnut Springs as the 
assistant principal. Joe Green, who taught 
at Dripping Springs High School last year,  
has taken over Mr. Payne’s position as 
assistant principal there. It is very exciting 
that nearly all of these individuals came 
up the ranks within our district, which 

speaks volumes about the quality educa-
tors who work here (Mrs. Talamantes 
came to DSISD from Marble Falls). I wish 
them all well in their new roles!
 Parents and other residents also 
will notice that progress is being made on 
construction of a new elementary school 
and new middle school on Sawyer Ranch 
Road; these are scheduled to open in 
the fall of 2017. In addition, ground has 
been broken on the new baseball/softball 
complex and stadium built around the 
competition field at Dripping Springs High 
School. I know that construction occur-
ring at a current school site presents some 
challenges with access to certain areas, 
such as the path between the main build-
ing and the field house.  Please stress to 
students how important it is to respect 
fencing boundaries in order to be safe. 
  I encourage parents to be involved 
in their child’s education and stay con-

nected to their campuses. Events are 
listed on school website calendars and of-
ten shared with parents via school e-mail 
blasts. There are a number of tools used 
at the classroom, campus and district 
levels to stay connected with parents, in-
cluding Skyward Family Access, which al-
lows parents to check grades, attendance, 
and other student information. The 
newest tool is the DSISD app, which was 
introduced in the spring. For a complete 
listing of communication methods, see: 
http://www.dsisdtx.us/DocumentCenter/
View/77999.  School PTAs also offer an 
excellent opportunity to stay informed 
and involved. 
 Best wishes for a great year!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
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Dripping Springs ISD has 
changed its domain name to 
“www.dsisdtx.us.” All DSISD 
web traffic and e-mails are 
automatically being redirected 
to the new domain without 
any action from the user. This 
redirection will occur seam-
lessly until Oct. 31, 2015. On 
or before Oct. 31, parents who 
use the website or any pages 
on the website should change 
their bookmarks accordingly. In 
addition, please note that staff 
e-mails are now “firstname.
lastname@dsisdtx.us.”

DSISD’s New Domain

www.dsisdtx.us

Students Spice Up Staff Convocation

In addition to the Tiger Band and Hi-Steppers helping to kick off the 2015 Staff 
Convocation (above), several students shared live performances and others 
were featured on video highlighting their talents and passions. 
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August Board Meeting Briefs
 At the August 24 Board of Trustees 
meeting, Dripping Springs ISD Project 
Manager Mike Garcia provided an update 
on construction of the new elementary 
and middle schools on Sawyer Ranch 
Road. It included a topography model, the 
timeline, a budget update, and a review of 
floor plan. He also previewed the athletic 
facility construction. Mr. Garcia responded 
to Board member questions about walking 
access to the DSHS campus from the Hid-
den Springs Ranch neighborhood.  
 Adriana Cruz, president of the 
Greater San Marcos Partnership provided 
information on freeport exemptions, 
which are incentives used by communities 
for economic development and job cre-
ation. A “triple freeport exemption” would 
mean that the county, city and the school 

districts would agree to exempt business-
es for tax on inventory being shipped out 
of state. Dripping Springs ISD will be asked 
to consider granting a freeport exemption. 
 The Board approved several action 
items: 2015 certified appraisal rolls, a 
change order on roofing/HVAC work 
at Walnut Springs Elementary and the 
middle school that will allow for addition-
al work to be completed at the budgeted 
cost, a resolution to participate in a bank 
deposit program, Board operating proce-
dures, and the district’s core beliefs and 
commitments. 
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
reported that 5,538 students reported for 
school on the first day, and shared with 
the Board notices regarding new subdivi-
sions and the Hays CAD nomination of 

Appraisal District Directors.
 Assistant Superintendent Elaine 
Cogburn reported that Dripping Springs 
ISD received its preliminary FIRST (Finan-
cial Integrity Rating System of Texas) rat-
ing and gave an update on the technology 
lease. 
 Assistant Superintendent of Learn-
ing and Innovation Diane Flaim gave 
a report on textbook distribution and 
reported that nine student-teachers will 
be in the district this year.
 In September, an agenda review 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 
21, and the regular Board meeting is Sept. 
28. Meetings are held in the Board Room 
at the DSISD Administration Building.

Coffee With 
DSISD 

Dripping Springs ISD again will host 
community coffees this school year. 
Parents and members of the Dripping 
Springs community are welcome to 
visit, ask DSISD administrators ques-
tions, and share ideas. This is a great 
opportunity for parents who are new 
to the district to learn more about 
DSISD.  

A fall coffee and a spring coffee have 
been scheduled:

October 2, 2015, 7:45-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs High School
Center for Learning and Innovation
 
February 5, 2016, 7:45-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs Elementary 
Room 310 

Enrollment Surpasses 5,500 Students
 Dripping Springs ISD’s enrollment 
continues to grow, with approximately 
5,600 students currently enrolled. As of 
August 31, the enrollment represents a 
growth rate of 3.6 percent over the begin-
ning of the 2014-15 school year.
 “Enrollment appears to be slightly 
lower than projected, but we expect our 
student numbers to continue to grow 
throughout the year,” noted Superinten-
dent Bruce Gearing.  “Our long-range 
projections are fairly accurate, and we are 
grateful that relief is in sight with the two 
schools slated to open in two years.”
 The new schools that are being 
built on Sawyer Ranch Road will initially 

CAMPUS-BY CAMPUS
ENROLLMENT (8.31.15)

Dripping Springs HS 1,671
Dripping Springs MS 1,261
Dripping Springs Elementary 925
Rooster Springs Elementary 855
Walnut Springs Elementary 884
TOTAL 5,596

serve 850 students at the elementary 
level and 850 at the middle school level. 
The middle school is being designed with 
the capability to expand to 1,200 students 
in the future.  

Construction is underway for the 
new elementary school and middle 
school being constructed on Sawyer 
Ranch Road, just north of the High-
pointe subdivision. Excavation of the 
site started earlier this summer. The 
schools are expected to be open for 
the 2017-18 school year. 

Construction on Schools Underway



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Meet the Teacher Night will be held Sept. 14 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Parents will have the opportunity to walk their child’s sched-

ule and meet classroom teachers to hear expectations for the year. 
• During the first week of school DSHS held “Tiger Day,” a program where all students hear a series of lessons on topics that 

campus leaders believe are important for the culture of DSHS.  Topics include social media use, cyberbullying, diversity, goal-
setting, and opportunities for involvement in clubs/organizations.

• All Tiger varsity football games are broadcast live on KDRP Radio (103.1). KDRP also plans to pick up some volleyball games 
this season. 

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Meet the Teacher Night will be held Sept. 3 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. After meeting in the A Gym, parents will follow their child’s 

schedule to all classrooms.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• DSE will be implementing a Watch DOGS (“Dads of Great Students”) program this year. The program, which is affiliated with 

the National Center for Fathering, involves dads on campus and works to support education and safety. The kickoff event is 
scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 27, from 3-5 p.m.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The first Family Movie Night of the year is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 18, starting at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
• Tom Payne will host the first Principal’s Coffee on Tuesday, Sept. 22, from 8:00-9:00 a.m. in Classroom A103.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Walnut Springs fifth-graders are hosting a “jog-a-thon” on Sept. 11, 2015. All fifth-graders participate to raise money for 

Camp Champions by getting pledges for laps.
• The WSE Running Club will start up again on Sept. 18 before school. 
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs Independent 
School District newsletter for parents, friends and the 

entire Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or story suggestions, 
please contact Director of Communications Dale 

Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

The Dripping Springs Education Foundation was formed as 
an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 1992, 
with a mission to support academic goals and achievement 
at every school in Dripping Springs ISD by raising and al-
locating private-sector funds. In addition to its annual giving 
campaign, DSEF hosts the Schoolhouse Scramble in the fall 
(see left) and the Gala in the spring. See www.dseducation-
foundation.org for more information.

dseducationfoundation.org An independent 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, DSEF provides 
accountability to its donors for the dollars raised.

Details and Registration  ::  dseducationfoundation.org

SCHOOLHOUSE
SCRAMBLE
SCHOOLHOUSE
SCRAMBLE
20152015

REACH HIGHER.  
INSPIRE.

PLAY GOLF.

TITLE SPONSOR OF THE 6TH ANNUAL SCHOOLHOUSE SCRAMBLE 

INVITES YOU TO 

Tee up to support DSISD students and teachers at our  
6TH ANNUAL SCHOOLHOUSE SCRAMBLE
Thursday, October 15, 2015  –  Grey Rock Golf Club

$600 – Team of Four  ::  $175 – Single Player
Includes: green fee, cart, driving range, lunch, dinner, 

drink ticket,  and a ‘Bounce Back Card’ for a free green fee.

Various Prizes Awarded — Sponsorships Available

Sign up now! — dseducationfoundation.org
Reach Higher. Inspire.
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Lady Tiger Volleyball Dominates
The Dripping Springs High 
School varsity volleyball 
team already has estab-
lished itself as a force to be 
reckoned with this season. 
The Lady Tigers, under the 
direction of Head Coach 
Michael Kane, are ranked 
first not only in the state 
5A Texas Girls’ Coaches As-
sociation weekly poll, but 
also in the all-classification 
ranking done by the web-
site prepvolleyball.com. 
as of Sept. 1,  Tigers have 
a 27-2 record and recently 
captured the 2015 Texas 
Showdown tournament 
title. In the pre-season 
DSHS was ranked 22nd in 
the nation by MaxPreps.

In addition to the team’s success, two 
players have been nationally ranked 
by prepvolleyball.com.  In its recogni-
tion of the top 100 senior volleyball 
players in the United States that was 
released recently, libero Autumn 
Rounsaville was 78th and middle 
blocker Morgyn Greer came in at #33. 
Rounsaville is committed to continue 
her playing career at the University 
of Texas and Greer is headed to the 
University of Florida next fall. 

 Greer   Rounsaville


