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IMPORTaNT DaTES
October 9
DSISD Community Coffee, Dripping 
Springs Elementary, Room 310, 7:45-9:00 
a.m.

October 12
Student Holiday/Staff Workday 

October 16
Elementary Grading Period ends; Second-
ary Interim Grading Period ends

October 19
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Central Administration 

October 26
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration  

October 2015

Congratulations!
Seniors Brandon Nef-
fendorf and Bailey Kay 
Hutson were chosen 
as the 2015 Dripping 
Springs High School 
Homecoming King and 
Queen. Both have at-
tended DSISD schools 
since preK.

 Dripping Springs High School 
seniors Aidan Edwards and Evan 
Gabrielsen have been selected as Na-
tional Merit semifinalists in the 61st 
annual National Merit Scholarship 
Program.
 Semifinalists represent less 
than one percent of U.S. high school 
seniors, and were the highest scoring 
students on the 2014 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test. To become a finalist, a student 
must have an outstanding high school 
academic record, be recommended 
by the school principal, and submit 
SAT scores that confirm his/her earlier 
qualifying test performance. The index 
score in the state of Texas (which is 
how students qualify) was at an all-
time high. Finalists will be announced 
in February 2016.
 Aidan competes in the Comput-
er Science event of the UIL academic 

competition and as a junior advanced 
to the regional meet. He also partici-
pates in the YMCA Youth and Govern-
ment program where he was honored 
for “Best Written Bill” and attended 
the Conference on National Affairs. 
Aidan currently is working at Accio-
Data in Dripping Springs, where his 
internship is giving him experience 
writing computer code. The son of 
Timothy and Erin Edwards, he plans to 
major in Computer Science in college, 
but has not yet committed to a school.

 The son of Tom and Penny 
Gabrielsen, Evan is a member of the 
varsity cross country and track teams, 
as well as National Honor Society. He 
serves as president of the Leo Club 
(a service organization affiliated with 
the Lions Clubs International) and also 
enjoys rock-climbing. He is undecided 
on a college and major.

National Merit Semifinalists Announced

    a. Edwards        E. Gabrielsen



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 What a great time to be a Tiger!
 So many exciting and positive things 
are happening in our district. One of the 
most notable accomplishments has been 
the amazing season of the Lady Tiger 
volleyball team. Coach Kane and his staff 
are leading these talented young ladies to 
success and national prominence. DSHS 
has been ranked among the state’s and 
the nation’s best high school teams since 
early in the season. This is one tough 
team for opponents to face! We are ready 
to cheer them on through what we hope 
will be a successful playoff run.
 Our students excel in so many 
areas -- in school, in DSISD extracurricular 
activities, and in activities not connected 
to the district. I know, as a parent, that 
it is sometimes extremely challenging to 
juggle multiple commitments for mul-
tiple children. So, to our parents, thank 
you for everything you do to make these 

wonderful opportunities available to your 
children. I also know that sometimes we 
worry about how much is on our chil-
dren’s plates, how much sleep they get 
each night, and in general their health 
and well-being. That topic is on my radar 
as an administrator and we have encour-
aged our teachers to make sure home-
work fits closely with classroom lessons 
before making assignments. I think it is 
important to keep a close eye on how thin 
our children’s lives are spread, but I also 
think there is value in the way they learn 
to manage their time and be responsible 
for their priorities. I think we all know that 
when they are off on their own, they will 
be better prepared after balancing their 
schedules and meeting the demands asso-
ciated with busy lives.
 Construction continues on the new 
elementary school and middle school on 
Sawyer Ranch Road, the athletic facili-

ties at the high school, and the Network 
Operations Center at the high school. We 
know that the projects at the high school 
campus have added a layer of inconve-
nience to some students’ lives, and we ask 
for patience during this year. By the time 
folks come back next August, construction 
should be nearing conclusion and then 
our students will be able to enjoy out-
standing facilities.
 I’d like to share a special congratula-
tions with Homecoming Queen Bailey Kay 
Hutson and Homecoming King Brandon 
Neffendorf.  Thank you for representing 
Dripping Springs High School!
 Best wishes for a great year!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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Dripping Springs ISD has 
changed its domain name to 
“www.dsisdtx.us.” All DSISD 
web traffic and e-mails are 
automatically being redirected 
to the new domain without 
any action from the user until 
Oct. 31, 2015.  Starting on Nov. 
1, 2015, parents who use the 
website or any pages on the 
website will need to change 
their bookmarks and begin 
using the new e-mail address 
for staff members: “firstname.
lastname@dsisdtx.us.”

DSISD’s New Domain

www.dsisdtx.us

Superintendent Student Advisory Council

Each year the Superintendent’s Student advisory Council shares their per-
spective with him on a regular basis. The group consists of two members of 
each class at DSHS. This year’s SSAC consists of (left to right): Jaxson Thorn-
ton, Spencer Gnauck, Max Bibeau, Izzy Guerrero, annaliese Vander Molen, 
Jonathan McMullen, Gabrielle Chavez, (Superintendent Bruce Gearing), and 
Mariah Chappell.
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September Board Meeting Briefs
 At the Sept. 28 Board of Trustees 
meeting, several Dripping Springs ISD em-
ployees were recognized with “Above and 
Beyond” Awards:  Jeri Grothaus (WSE),  
Dawn Rudolph (RSE), Jose Salazar (DSE),  
Jason Strilzuk (DSMS), and Jane Canales, 
Rachel Foreman and Jad Jadeja (DSHS).  
 Dripping Springs ISD Project Man-
ager Mike Garcia provided an update on 
construction of the new elementary and 
middle schools on Sawyer Ranch Road as 
well as the athletic facilities. 
 Sergio Garcia of Perdue, Brandon, 
Fielder, Collins & Mott gave a report on 
delinquent property tax collections.
 DSISD Energy Specialist Jaime Dy-
dalewicz provided a status update on the 
district’s energy management program 
and resultant cost savings. It showed that 

the district has accumulated $850,113 in 
cost-avoidance savings from August 2012 
to August 2015, and included a campus-
by-campus breakdown of savings.
 The Board approved several action 
items: a resolution approving the 2015 
property tax rate of $1.52, a resolution 
granting a freeport exemption for invento-
ry, a one-year extension on the agreement 
with the City of Dripping Springs regard-
ing Founders Park swimming pool, and a 
resolution granting a water easement to 
the Dripping Springs Water Supply Corpo-
ration. A motion to authorize the Board 
President, Superintendent, and Legal 
Counsel to negotiate a mutually agreeable 
mitigation plan with the City to grant the 
requested variances was approved.
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 

reported that current enrollment is 5,625, 
and shared with the Board notices regard-
ing new subdivisions and an update on 
the YMCA pool construction project.
 Assistant Superintendent Elaine 
Cogburn introduced the monthly business 
reports. 
 Assistant Superintendent of Learn-
ing and Innovation Diane Flaim reported 
on activities of the Department of Learn-
ing and Innovation, including curriculum 
and instruction, assessments, and profes-
sional development.
 In October, an agenda review meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 19, 
and the regular Board meeting is Oct. 26. 
Meetings are held in the Board Room at 
the DSISD Administration Building.

Coffee With 
DSISD 

Dripping Springs ISD again will host 
community coffees this school year. 
Parents and members of the Dripping 
Springs community are welcome to 
visit, ask DSISD administrators ques-
tions, and share ideas. This is a great 
opportunity for parents who are new 
to the district to learn more about 
DSISD.  

A fall coffee and a spring coffee have 
been scheduled:

October 9, 2015, 7:45-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs Elementary 
Room 310 
 
February 5, 2016, 7:45-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs High School
Center for Learning and Innovation

Fall Theatre Productions Gearing Up at MS, HS

Tiger Senior Unity!

Dripping Springs High School seniors start the “board race” at the Class of 2016 Senior 
Retreat. Each fall the senior class holds a retreat filled with goal-setting, leadership 
development and team building activities. Students enjoy fun activities like tug of 
war, “capture the flag,” and various races, while also taking care of some administra-
tive tasks like choosing class song, motto and flower. 

 Tickets are on sale for the Drip-
ping Springs High School production 
of “Romeo and Juliet” Oct. 29-Nov. 1, 
2015.  There will be 7:30 p.m. shows 
all three nights, as well as a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Saturday. Seniors Joey Kel-
ley and Monica Oliva lead a talented 
company of actors and technicians in 
this beautiful and tragic tale. Tickets 

are available at seatyourself.biz.
 Disney Channel’s smash hit 
movie “High School Musical” comes 
to life on the Dripping Springs Middle 
School stage. Troy, Gabriella, and the 
students of East High must deal with 
issues of first love, friends, and fam-
ily while balancing their classes and 
extracurricular activities. High School 

Musical JR is fun for the whole fam-
ily. Infectious, danceable songs like 
“We’re All in This Together” and “Bop 
to the Top” are sure to engage audi-
ences. Don’t miss this upbeat enter-
tainment. The show runs Nov. 12-14 
at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$5 for students, and free for DSISD 
employees. 



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Local organizations will gather in the DSHS Cafeteria Oct. 6 to recruit student volunteers at the 2015 DSHS Fall Volunteer Fair, 

giving students many opportunities to plan for community service hours.
• At the recent Anderson Texas Forensic Association state qualifier, DSHS debaters Wyatt Cross and Ryan Love placed third and 

fourth, respectively, in Congressional Debate. Wyatt also served as presiding officer in the final round of Congress. Ryan quali-
fied for the Texas Forensic Association’s State tournament with the results from this tournament and Wyatt now has six points 
towards qualification. 

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• On Oct. 2, the middle school held its first “Media Fast Friday,” which requires students to turn off their devices before school 

and at lunchtime and connect with each other face to face. 
• The Book Sale held in September met its goal of $500, which will be used for new books and items for the Center for Learning 

and Innovation.
Dripping Springs Elementary:
• DSE fifth-graders head to Camp Champions Oct. 14-16, 2015.
• The PIRS (Partners in Reading Success) program is active again this year, matching students in need of help with reading one-

on-one with adult reading mentors for one hour each week.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Rooster Spring Elementary are working with Travis County Sheriff’s Office and local first responders to hold a Standard Re-

sponse Protocol drill on Oct. 6.
• RSE fifth-graders head to Camp Champions Oct. 7-9, 2015.
• The SUPERgirls club for second- through fifth-grade girls will begin meeting in October. The goal of SUPERgirls is to “inspire 

girls through STEAM development to unleash their potential.”
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Family Learning Night focusing on science will be held Oct. 8, at 6:30 p.m.
• WSE fifth-graders head to Camp Champions Oct. 28-30, 2015.
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Scenes from the Homecoming Parade/Rally



Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs Independent 
School District newsletter for parents, friends and the 

entire Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or story suggestions, 
please contact Director of Communications Dale 

Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.
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Dripping Springs Middle School sixth-
grader Evan Hicks was surprised at 
school by his father, Lt. Colonel Pat-
rick Hicks, who had been stationed in 
afghanistan for more than a year. Lt. 
Colonel Hicks, who has served in the 
United States air Force for 22 years, 
was an air advisor during his most 
recent assignment. After he landed 
in Texas the morning of Sept. 30, he 
and his wife Choi visited school to 
see Evan.

 During the 84th legislative session, House Bill 
2398 was passed and signed into law, effective Sept. 1, 
2015. The 2015-16 Dripping Springs Truancy Warning 
Notice must be updated to reflect these changes. Par-
ents already signed off on the previous version of this 
document during the enrollment process prior to the 
start of the school year, but now will need to acknowl-
edge the revised notice.
 The form is posted in Family Access. Once logged 
into Family Access the parent should click on the “On-
line Forms” button at the top left corner of the win-
dow to access the notice. Please read, sign, and date 
the revised Truancy Warning Notice by Sunday, Oct. 
11, 2015.

Athletics Recognitions Truancy Notice Revision

Welcome Home Surprise!State of the District 
Presentation

Superintendent Bruce Gear-
ing will provide an overview 
of the State of the District 
on Thursday, Nov. 5, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Board Room at 
the DSISD Administration 
Building (510 W. Mercer St.). 
He will include an update on 
enrollment, academic high-
lights, a construction update, 
and will share honors and 
achievements of Dripping 
Springs students, staff and 
schools.

The Tiger football 
team was honored 
as the iHSFaN/Texas 
Army National Guard 
Team of the Week 
on Sept. 28 following 
its 38-10 win over 
Marble Falls High 
School. Coach Galen 
Zimmerman displays 
the plaque that was 
presented to DSHS.

The Lady Tiger 
volleyball team 
started the month 
of October with a 
35-2 record and top 
ranking in the state. 
DSHS ranks 11th 
nationally accord-
ing to the website 
prepvolleyball.com.


