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DSHS at State Competition

 The Dripping Springs High School 
girls’ cross country team captured the UIL 
5A-Region 4 title on Oct. 26 and will com-
pete at the state championships Nov. 7. 
On the boys’ side, Trevor Heinz qualified 
for the state meet as an individual.
 Dripping Springs’ regional team 
score of 71 was 26 points better than 
second-place Boerne Champion HS. On 
the 5,000-meter course, the Lady Tigers’ 

 The DSHS Tiger Band placed among 
the top 10 bands in the UIL 5A State 
Marching Contest Nov. 3. Dripping Springs 
advanced to the 10-band finals competi-
tion after starting the day one of 31 quali-
fying bands. Based on finals judges’ total, 
DSHS was sixth at the end of the night. 
The Gold (Cedar Park HS), Silver (Vande-
grift HS), and Bronze (Leander HS) Medal 
winners were all from Dripping Springs’ 

district (25-5A).
 The Tiger Band advanced to the 
state contest based on its top-five finish 
at the Area D contest on Oct. 26. DSHS 
qualified for the Area Marching Contest 
thanks to a Superior rating at the Region 
18 Marching Contest on Oct. 20.
 The Tiger Band also had an out-
standing showing at the Westlake March-
ing Contest earlier in October, sweeping 

all awards in the 4A/5A class and placing 
second overall.
 This year’s show is titled “The Flight 
of Spring” and based on the music of 
Dvorak and Stravinsky. The Tiger band is 
under the direction of Keith Lancaster. As-
sistant directors are Lance Brightwell and 
Derek Woods. 

score was based on five individual fin-
ishes, including four runners placing in the 
top 20 in a field of 183 runners. Hannah 
Moore was the top finisher in 10th place, 
followed by Aubrie Caldwell in 15th, 
Sydney Cole in 16th, Alyssa Schroeder in 
19th, and Mia Haraguchi in 32nd. Heinz 
placed eighth in the boys’ race.
 The state meet will be held at Old 
Settler’s Park in Round Rock.

Left to right: Coach 
Travis Cain, Lily 
Hudson, Aubrie 
Caldwell, Sydney 
Cole, Hannah 
Moore, Alyssa 
Schroeder, Anna 
Faivre, Mia Hara-
guchi, Head Coach 
Marisa Parks. 



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 This semester certainly is moving 
quickly! It’s hard to believe that Thanks-
giving is just around the corner.
 Each year at the beginning of No-
vember we schedule a “State of the Dis-
trict” presentation to share an overview 
of the status of Dripping Springs ISD. I 
address topics such as the district’s vision 
and goals, academic performance and 
extracurricular achievements of students, 
financial status, progress of the 2014 
bond program, and future planning. This 
presentation is made for the general pub-
lic, as well as a Community Leaders group, 
and this year we also are visiting with lo-
cal realtors. For those who cannot attend, 
we have produced an annual stakeholders 
report that summarizes the information 
shared at the State of the District, as well 
as other facts and figures.  This report is 
available on the district website (www.
dsisdtx.us); look under “About DSISD,” 
then “District Publications.”

 I’d like to share one thought about 
this large collection of information ... 
which I also mentioned in the report 
itself. We present many facts and figures 
to ensure transparency and update all 
stakeholders on our district status. While 
I recognize that data certainly has value 
and recognition is wonderful to receive, 
what is most important is our students. 
How are we helping them be better pre-
pared for their futures? How are we help-
ing them meet their potential? Are we 
teaching them to be responsible citizens? 
How are we ensuring that they develop 
the knowledge and skills they will need to 
lead successful lives? Those are the ques-
tions that drive our educational leaders 
and teachers every day.
 I’d like to congratulate our students 
on some recent outstanding accomplish-
ments.  Our girls’ cross country team won 
a regional title and qualified for the state 
meet, our marching band finished in the 

top 10 at the state 5A contest, our DSHS 
theatre department put on an exceptional 
performance of “Romeo and Juliet,” a sci-
ence team from DSMS was honored at the 
Cities in Space competition, the Lady Tiger 
Volleyball team was undefeated in district 
play and has started playoffs with a pair 
of wins, and we had more “Commended 
Students” in the National Merit Competi-
tion than ever before. This list is merely 
a sample of the great things our students 
do every day outside of the classroom. 
Certainly what they do inside the class-
room is equally if not more impressive. 
Thanks to teachers, coaches and spon-
sors who are committed to helping our 
students reach their potential.  
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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Dripping Springs ISD‘s domain change has been 
completed.  The website address is “www.dsisdtx.
us.” All DSISD staff e-mails should be in the for-
mat: “firstname.lastname@dsisdtx.us.”

DSISD’s New Domain

 An eighth-grade science team from Dripping Springs Mid-
dle School won first place for “Best Video” at the recent Cities in 
Space STEAM Student Convention and Competition sponsored 
by New Worlds Institute. 
 Four teams from DSMS participated in the competition. 
Each team created a video, a 3-D model, and wrote a six-page 
essay about colonizing Mars, the Moon, or free space. Three 
awards were presented at the middle school level as well as the 
high school level: 3D Model and Video, 3D Model, and Video. 
The DSMS winning video was titled “Good Morning, Mars!” 
 At the event, which was held at the Palmer Events Center 
in Austin, students listened to speeches by astronauts, NASA 
personnel, and visited exhibits about space colonization.

A team of DSMS students won first place for “Best Video” at the 
recent Cities in Space STEAM Student Convention and Competi-
tion sponsored by New Worlds Institute. 

DSMS Students Participate in “Cities in Space”
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Board Briefs
 The Oct. 26 Board of Trustees meet-
ing, started off with three recognitions 
of DSHS students: AP Scholars, National 
Merit semifinalists and National Merit 
Commended Students.  Superintendent 
Bruce Gearing read proclamations in 
honor of Texas Education Human Re-
sources Day and Principals Month. DSHS 
teacher Cindy Reynolds was honored by 
the Independent Bankers Association with 
the organization’s Teaching Excellence 
in Financial Literacy Award. Employees 
receiving Above and Beyond Awards were: 
Cesar DeLeon (Walnut Springs Elemen-
tary), Ryan Durkin (Dripping Springs High 
School), Rob Greebon (Dripping Springs 
Middle School), Lindsey Herring (Dripping 
Springs Elementary) and Shannon Miskol 
(Rooster Springs Elementary). 
 Dripping Springs ISD Project Man-
ager Mike Garcia provided an update on 
construction of the new elementary and 
middle schools on Sawyer Ranch Road as 
well as the athletic facilities at the DSHS 
campus. 
 Debbie Kirkham with the auditing 
firm Hereford, Lynch, Sellars & Kirkham 
presented the annual financial report. The 
district received a clean, unmodified opin-
ion on the audit; there were no deficien-
cies.
 The Board approved several action 
items including a DSHS theatre trip to 
Scotland for 2017.
 Board members reported on recent 
advocacy and meetings attended.
 The annual Teacher Turnover report 
was presented to Board members at the 
agenda review meeting.
 In November, only one meeting is 
scheduled: Monday, Nov. 16 in the Board 
Room at the DSISD Administration Build-
ing.

In photo, Caroline Rogers’ third-grade students at Dripping Springs Elementary are 
fascinated by the realistic view of far-away places. 

 Dripping Springs ISD was chosen to 
serve as a pilot district for a new product 
developed by Google that allows students 
to take “virtual field trips.”  According to 
Google’s website: “Expedition trips are 
collections of virtual reality panoramas 
— 360° photo spheres, 3D images and 
video, ambient sounds — annotated with 
details, points of interest, and questions 
that make them easy to integrate into cur-
riculum already used in schools.” Students 
use viewers that have a visual electronic 

device surrounded by cardboard for their 
“Expedition” trips; the teacher guides the 
trip using special app on a tablet, and also 
can see where students are looking. 
 Google representatives visited ev-
ery Dripping Springs ISD campus recently 
and brought the “Expeditions” devices 
to multiple classrooms. Students visited 
locations all over the world and learned 
lessons in many subjects: history, geogra-
phy, science, math, etc. 

Google “Expeditions” Visits DSISD

DSHS Students Receive Academic Honors
 Dripping Springs High School had a 
record number of students – 21 – recog-
nized as “Commended” in the 2016 Na-
tional Merit Program. In addition, seniors 
Aidan Edwards and Evan Gabrielsen were 
selected as National Merit Semifinalists, 
as announced earlier this fall.
 To be chosen as Commended Schol-
ar, students must have placed among the 
top five percent of more than 1.5 million 
students nationally who took the PSAT/
NMSQT. 
 DSHS Commended students are:  
Darrell Adams, Hayden Anderson, Insiya 
Aziz, Alyssa Barth, Trey Boehm, Bonnie 
Bolton, Beringer Ergo, Luke Hodsden, 
Daniel Huslig, Kristen James, Eric Kiehnau,
Kylie Moss, Riley Moynihan, Bradley 
Ragan, Josefina Salazar Morales, Mason 
Stricklan, Nathan Vaughn, Cole Waldron, 
Aaron Woodgate, Emma Wooten and 
Zhanna Yakymchuk.
 In addition, many DSHS students 
were recognized by the College Board 
based on their performance on Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams administered in the 
spring of 2015. Of the total exams taken, 

74.8 percent of tests received scores of 3, 
4, or 5, which can earn credit at most col-
leges and universities. In 2015, 349 DSHS 
students took a total of 563 AP exams. 
Student enrollment in AP courses during 
the 2014-15 school year was 1,145.
 One hundred and nineteen students 
from DSHS received recognition for their 
exceptional achievement on AP exams.
 AP Scholar Awards are presented on 
several different levels based on average 
score on the exams and the cumulative 
number of tests taken. For DSHS, many 
of those recognized are graduates from 
the Class of 2015, while others are now 
seniors or juniors.
 DSHS had eight National AP Schol-
ars, which means the students earned 
an average grade of 4 or higher on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on 
eight or more exams. Recipients all gradu-
ated in 2015.
 The AP Scholar with Distinction 
Award was earned by 45 DSHS students 
who scored an average of 3.5 or higher 
on all AP exams taken, and grades of 3 or 
higher on five or more tests. DSHS had 20 

students named AP Scholars with Honor, 
which means they received an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all exams, and 
scores of 3 or higher on four or more. A 
total of 32 DSHS students were honored 
as AP Scholars, a status that is granted to 
students who receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP Exams.
 In addition to AP opportunities 
offered at DSHS, many students take dual-
enrollment courses that allow them to 
earn high school and college credit at Aus-
tin Community College simultaneously. 
By the end of the 2014-15 school year, 99 
juniors had earned 12 credit hours at ACC 
and 22 seniors had completed 24 credit 
hours.



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• For the third consecutive year, the Dripping Springs FFA Land and Homesite Evaluation Teams have qualified for State Competi-

tion out of highly competitive Area 7. The Land Team placed third at the Area 7 Fall Career Development Contest competition 
after finishing fourth in the district. The Homesite Evaluation Team also placed third in the Area contest and fourth at District. 
Senior Caleb Beach received the highest scoring scholarship of $2,500. The state contest will be held in the spring.

• At the Texas Forensic Association State qualifying tournament Oct. 17, DSHS placed third in Sweepstakes among 20 schools. 
Ryan Love won Congressional Debate and Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking and Insiya Aziz won in Original Orator. Ames 
O’Boyle was honored as “Top Speaker” in Policy Debate. DSHS also had one second-place finisher, three third-place finishers, 
five semifinalists and two quarterfinalists. Ryan Love and Shelton Stewart have now qualified for the TFA State Tournament.

• DSHS Advanced Biotechnology students had the opportunity to present in the student demo area of the recent TASA/TASB 
State Conference. Eight Dripping Springs students attended: Sarah Alvarez-Galindo, Insiya Aziz, Ula Dobrut, Karen Kaur, Jenna 
Lawrence, Reid McClintic, Mark Spelman, and Clara Strassburg. They demonstrated how to create an electrophoresis chamber 
out of everyday objects and explained the electrical and chemical reactions occurring inside the chamber.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The DSMS Robotics Team competed at the recent Capitol BEST Robotics Competition and the team took home the “Crowd 

Favorite” award for consistent level of excellence in all categories.   
• A Principal’s Coffee will be held in conjunction with the PTA meeting on Friday, Nov. 20, 2015, starting at 8:45 a.m.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• The PTA Fall Fair is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 14, starting at 2 p.m.
• DSE will be collecting Coats for Kids starting on Nov. 17, 2015.
• Innovation Day is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 20, 2015, with various activities occurring throughout campus.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The RSE PTA Fall Festival will be held Saturday, Nov. 7, 2015.
• Student-led parent conferences are occurring throughout November; they are scheduled by grade level.
• A Principal’s Coffee will be held Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. in Room A103.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The Coats for Kids Collection will run until Friday, Nov. 13, 2015.
• Student-led parent conferences are occurring throughout November; they are scheduled by grade level.
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       Bar-
bara Stroud, 
president 
of the Drip-
ping Springs 
ISD Board of 
Trustees, joined 
34 other school 
board members 
from across 
Texas in early 
October at the 

kickoff session of the Leadership TASB 
Class of 2016. Selected by the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards (TASB), the group 
is participating in a year-long education 
leadership study program. 
 Ms. Stroud has served on the 
DSISD Board of Trustees since 2008 and 
has been the Board president since 2013. 
Board Vice President Shelly Reeves also 
has completed the Leadership TASB pro-
gram.

 Participants who complete all 
required elements of the study will gradu-
ate next year by earning Master Trustee 
status. This is the highest designation 
recognized by TASB.
 The first meeting was held in 
conjunction with the Texas Association of 
School Administrators/TASB Convention 
in Austin. Other Leadership TASB sessions 
are scheduled for Dallas (Nov. 19-21); Cor-
pus Christi, (Feb. 25-27); Amarillo (March 
31-April 2), and Forth Worth (June 30-July 
2). Each session has a unique theme 
that builds on the previous session and 
features nationally recognized experts in 
the fields of leadership development and 
education. Teams also work throughout 
the year on extended learning assign-
ments between meetings. Created in 
1993, Leadership TASB has more than 800 
graduates to date.

Trustee in Leadership TASB
 All five Dripping Springs ISD 
campuses will recognize Veterans Day 
on Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2015. Veterans 
from all branches of military service, 
as well as families of students, are 
welcome to attend any of the events. 
Campus visitors should stop by the 
front office for a Visitor’s Badge before 
proceeding to the program.
 All programs include patriotic 
music and recognition of veterans; 
many also feature veterans as guest 
speakers. 
 The schedule is listed below:
Dripping Springs Elementary, 8:00 a.m., 
Cafeteria
Rooster Springs Elementary, 8:15 
a.m. (preK-2nd)/9:00 a.m. (3rd- 5th), 
Cafeteria
Walnut Springs Elementary, 8:00-8:30 
a.m., Gym 
Dripping Springs MS, 10:00 a.m., Flag-
pole 
Dripping Springs HS,  11:30 a.m., Com-
petition Gym

Veterans Day
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Project Graduation: 
What Is It and How Does It Help Seniors?

 While “Project Graduation” is com-
mon term to most high school parents, 
parents of younger students may not be 
familiar with this effort. Project Gradu-
ation 2016 (PG2016) is an organization 
headed by parents that is committed to 
educating seniors on the dangers of DUI 
and to keeping our seniors safe on gradu-
ation night.  PG2016 will host an after-
graduation event where the 2016 seniors 
can celebrate this milestone with their 
friends and classmates.  As an organiza-
tion that is 100 percent self-funded, Proj-
ect Graduation relies on Dripping Springs 
parents and the community to help make 
graduation night a fun and memorable 
experience.  
 Here are some current and upcom-
ing Project Graduation fundraising events: 
FaLL RaFFLE – Three major prizes are 
being raffled off:  a MacBook Pro, Beats 
Headphones, and a Fitbit Flex Wristband.  
Tickets are 1 for $5 or 5 tickets for $20 
and are available for purchase online.  The 
drawing will be held Dec. 5.
DELICIOUS TaMaLES – Delicious Tamales 
is a tamale company in San Antonio that 
is well-known for its incredible tamales.  A 

wide variety of tamales are $15 per dozen 
and will be frozen and ready for pick up at 
DSHS on Nov. 17, just in time for Thanks-
giving.
FLaMINGO MIGRaTION – This unique 
fundraiser results in pink plastic flamingo 
birds migrating from one friend’s house to 
the next; they will be moved with a small 
donation to PG2016.  
SILPaDa JEWELRY SHOW – On Nov. 10, 
handcrafted jewelry and accessories will 
be offered for sale at The Mercantile on 
Mercer Street starting at 4:30 p.m.  Light 
hors d’oeuvres and a small jewelry fashion 
show will be available.  
CaSINO NIGHT – Verdes Mexican Parrilla 
will host Casino Night on Dec. 3.  Tickets 
are $60 per person or $100 per couple. A 
silent auction also will be held. The dinner 
buffet starts at 6:00 p.m.
 Payment can be made for any of 
the fundraising events through PayPal 
online at www.dshsprojectgraduation.
com.  Checks can be made payable to 
DSHSPG2016 and mailed to P.O. Box 1472, 
Dripping Springs, TX, 78620. Questions 
can be directed to the e-mail address 
“DSHSPG2016@gmail.com.”

Kids Explore Interests After School

DSISD Community Services offers “Kids College” after-school enrichment classes 
for Grades K-5 that include a wide array of activities and subjects. From cooking to 
skateboarding, students can explore their passions and learn through fun, hands-on 
activities. Pictured above, students at Rooster Springs Elementary explore Ph chemi-
cal reactions in a “Mad Science” class. 

DSHS Business Entrepreneurship Teacher 
and Cornerstone Coordinator Cindy 
Reynolds is presented with the Teaching 
Excellence in Financial Literacy Award by 
Mary Lange of the Independent Bankers 
Association of Texas. Also present is Pio-
neer Bank President/CEO Jeff Wilkinson; 
Pioneer Bank, which has served as a host 
site for several DSHS student interns the 
past two years, nominated Ms. Reynolds.

DSHS Teacher 
Recognized

Holiday Camps 
for PreK-5

 The DSISD Community Services 
Department offers fun camps for students 
in Pre-K through fifth grade Monday and 
Tuesday of Thanksgiving Week and for 
several days over Winter Break. All camps 
will be open from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and 
offer activities, games, crafts, outdoor 
play, and movie time. This provides a great 
option for working parents during non-
school days. 
Fall Fun Camp: 
 Nov. 23 & 24 ($90)
Holiday Camps:
 Dec. 21, 22 & 23 ($135)
 Dec. 28, 29 & 30 ($135)
 Dec. 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 & 30 ($270)
 For more information, call Commu-
nity Services at 512.858.3021 or sign up 
at: http://drippingspringsisd.revtrak.net.



Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School Dis-

trict newsletter for parents, friends 
and the entire Dripping Springs 

community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions, please contact 

Director of Communications 
Dale Whitaker at

dale.whitaker@dsisdtx.us.

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Bruce Gearing, 
Ed.D.
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Students Excel on College Entrance Exams
 Dripping Springs High School stu-
dents recorded strong scores on college-
entrance exams taken last spring, with 
results being significantly higher than 
state and national averages.
 On the ACT, DSHS students recorded 
an average composite score of 24.6, which 
is 17.7 percent higher than the Texas 
average (20.9) and 17.1 percent better 
than the national average (21.0). It also 
represents an increase of .3 from than the 
2014 average score. In 2015, 256 out of 
331 graduates – or 77 percent of seniors 
– took the ACT. That represents a large 
increase (+102) over the number of DSHS 
test-takers from the previous year.
 The percentage of Dripping Springs 
seniors taking the ACT who were cat-
egorized as “College Ready” in all four 
academic areas (English, Algebra, Social 
Studies, Biology) was 45 percent, which 
was significantly higher than the aver-
age college readiness mark for Texas 

(27 percent). College readiness also was 
determined by subject area; for DSHS 
those figures were 87 percent for English 
Composition, 68 percent for Algebra, 
68 percent for Social Studies, and 59 
percent for Biology. When comparing 
single-subject college readiness marks, 
all of Dripping Springs’ percentages were 
significantly higher than the state average.
 Dripping Springs students enjoyed 
similar success on the SAT exam, post-
ing an average composite score of 1629 
(Math-555, Critical Reading-550; Writ-
ing-524). The DSHS average score was 
15.5 percent higher when compared with 
state-level peers (1410 average) and 9.3 
percent higher than the national average 
(1490). DSHS scores increased from the 
previous year (+11), while both the state 
and national averages dropped. In 2015, 
242 out of 331 Dripping Springs seniors – 
or 73 percent – took the SAT. 

Girl Scouts and Energy Savings

DSISD Energy Management Specialist Jamie Dydalewicz recently spoke to members 
of Girl Scout Troop 839 about energy conservation and the district’s energy manage-
ment program. The troop members then accompanied Ms. Dydalewicz to Walnut 
Springs Elementary where they did classroom checks to ensure computers, lights and 
other items had been turned off.

GO LADY TIGERS!
 The Dripping Springs varsity 
volleyball team, under the direc-
tion of Head Coach Michael Kane, 
is in playoffs!  DSHS beat Ann 
Richards Academy in the bi-district 
game and Kerrville Tivy High School 
in the area match. 
 The remaining playoff sched-
ule is as follows for teams that 
advance (times and locations TBA):
Nov. 9/10: regional quarterfinals
(DSHS will face either Georgetown 
HS or Boerne Champion HS)
Nov. 13/14: regional finals
 The state tournament will 
be held Nov. 17-21 at the Curtis 
Culwell Center in Garland, Texas.
 The Lady Tigers have a 46-3 
record this season; they are ranked 
ninth nationally by prepvolleyball.
com and first in the state in Divi-
sion 5A. DSHS has qualified for the 
state tournament each of the past 
two years and last fall was the state 
runner-up.

DSISD App Available
 A custom app provides Drip-
ping Springs ISD families with a quick 
connection to several of the most 
frequently sought pieces of informa-
tion from the district website. 
 The app’s News and Calendar 
functions can be customized based on 
what campuses children attend. This 

can be done by clicking on the Set-
tings button in the top right corner, 
then indicating what campuses are 
desired.  District news and calendar 
items will default as a selection unless 
requested differently. 
 The free app can be down-
loaded through iTunes or Google Play. 


