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IMPORTaNT DaTES
March 3
Public Meeting on Strategic Plan, 6:00 
p.m.; Board Room, Central Administration

March 14-18
Spring Break

March 21
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

March 22
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration 

March 25
Student and Staff Holiday (Weather Make-
Up Day #1)

March 29
Public Meeting on Strategic Plan, 8:00 
a.m.; Board Room, Central Administration

March 2016

Wrestling Two-Time 
5a State Champion 

Luke Hodsden

DSISD State Champions: 
Two Sports in One Day

 February 20 was a memo-
rable day for the Tigers as state 
titles were claimed in two different 
sports by two different athletes. 
 Tiger wrestler Luke Hodsden 
successfully defended his state 5A 
title at 182 pounds and was named 
the 5A Most Outstanding Wrestler.
 Hodsden pinned his oppo-
nent, Samuel Lund of Springtown 
High School, in the championship 
match. He won 110 matches over 
the past two years, including106 
straight wins during his junior and 
senior seasons. Hodsden is headed 
to West Point next year to wrestle 
for the U.S. Military Academy.
 Also qualifying for the state 
meet was sophomore Ryland Ki-
nard in the 152-pound division.
 Senior Micah Slaton captured the state title in the boys’ 100-Yard But-
terfly at the 5A UIL State Swimming Championships with a time of 48.87. He 
was second to earn the Silver Medal in the 100-Yard Backstroke for the second 
consecutive year. 
 Also qualifying for the state meet was freshman Abigail Wilkinson in the 
500-Yard Freestyle; she placed 15th with an outstanding time of 5:34.21.
 Dripping Springs High School now lays claim to four state titles this year; 
in addition to these two champions, the volleyball team, and Ryan Love in Con-
gressional Debate previously were honored.

Swimming 5a 
State Champion/Gold Medalist,

100 Butterfly
Silver Medalist, 100 Backstroke

Micah Slaton



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 Wow, two more state champions 
this month! Have you noticed we have 
really extraordinary students in Drip-
ping Springs ISD? 
 Honestly, we have 5,650 ex-
traordinary students. Every child 
who attends school in our district has 
unique talents, gifts, and challenges. 
All children deserve an education that 
will highlight those gifts and will allow 
children to develop their talents to the 
fullest extent possible. That concept 
is the driving force behind our new 
strategic plan.  I hope you will learn 
more about it on the webpage “www.
dsisdtx.us/strategicplan” or by attend-
ing one of the public meetings where 
we will introduce the plan on March 3 
and March 29 (see related story, Page 
3). Our partnership with students, par-
ents and community is the key to our 
success in the implementation of the 
plan. 

 Construction projects that were 
included in the 2014 bond program 
are coming along well. I’d like to 
share a few notes about planning 
for the new campuses. I get asked 
frequently about when certain steps 
will be taken, such as drawing up of 
attendance zones. We plan to do a 
demographic study in the fall so that 
we have the most current data pos-
sible before determining new atten-
dance zones. We also will welcome 
input and involvement from parents 
in making those decisions, which will 
occur in the spring of 2017. During the 
2016-17 school year we also will be 
selecting school names and be hiring 
principals to prepare for the opening 
of the schools. 
 We hope that our parents and 
community members will partici-
pate in many upcoming events in the 
district. Spring concerts are approach-
ing, the Dripping Springs Education 

Foundation Gala is April 1, high school 
soccer seasons soon draw to a close, 
and spring sports are starting up. 
 In March we also have three days 
of STAAR testing. While we do not 
place an emphasis on test preparation 
in DSISD, I believe all our students are 
well-positioned to do well on these 
tests based on the learning they have 
experienced this year. Tests are not 
the most important outcome in our 
schools; however, they can provide 
some helpful data for our educators 
and school leaders. 
 Thank you for everything you 
do to support our students, staff and 
schools! 
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Four candidates have filed 
to run for two positions on the 
Dripping Springs ISD  Board of 
Trustees. They are (in ballot or-
der): Shelly Reeves, Kelsey Kling, 
Jon Thompson, and Cassondra 
Taylor. 
 Currently, the positions 
are held by Reeves, who has 
served two terms, and Thomp-
son, who has served one term. 
Dripping Springs trustees do not 
represent “places.” The top two 
vote-getters on May 7, 2016, will 
be elected. Early voting will be 
determined in March.
 Board application forms 
for all four candidates have been 
posted to the DSISD website; bi-
ographies will be available soon. 

Four File for Board

A team of judges from the H-E-B Excellence in Education awards program 
visited the district on Feb. 3 as part of the selection process for Small District 
of the Year in the state of Texas. The judges visited both secondary campuses 
and made several stops, including the Center for Learning and Innovation 
at DSMS (photo). They also held a roundtable discussion at a luncheon with 
representatives of the district and community. H-E-B Excellence in Education 
winners will be announced May 13.

H-E-B Judges Visit District
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District Rolling out New Brand, Strategic Plan
Meeting Scheduled for Introduction

 Dripping Springs ISD is rolling 
out a new five-year strategic plan 
(2016-21) and brand this spring and 
is planning two public meetings to 
share information. Both meetings 
will be held in the Board Room at the 
DSISD Administration Building (510 W. 
Mercer St.). The first will be Thursday, 
March 3, at 6:00 p.m. and the second 
is Tuesday, March 29, at 8:00 a.m.
 The new strategic plan, which 
focuses on personalized learning, was 
developed with input from stakehold-

ers starting in the summer of 2014. 
The basic framework – including 
goals, objectives and strategies – was 
approved by the Board of Trustees in 
July of 2015. The district’s Visionary 
Leaders team then fine-tuned the ac-
tion steps of the plan, which is a live 
document and will be updated over 
time. A “heat map” on the strategic 
plan webpage also will track prog-
ress. While some aspects of the plan 
already have started in some form, full 
implementation will begin during the 

2016-17 school year.
 In addition, a new “brand” for 
the district representing the concept 
of personalized learning through a 
“Signature Education” is being intro-
duced (see graphic below).
 Information on the DSISD 
strategic plan can be found at: www.
dsisdtx.us/strategicplan. In addition, 
an introductory video for the plan/
brand has been posted on the district 
website and will be shown at the 
meetings. 

The Dripping Springs High School Speech and Debate team competed Feb. 9 at 
the UIL District Cross Examination Debate Tournament. DSHS dominated the 
competition for the second year in a row. Students who placed at the tourna-
ment include a second-place finish by Gillian Bynum and Katy Reeves and a 
third-place finish by Shelton Stewart and Ames O’Boyle. Both will advance to 
the UIL State CX Debate Tournament in March at the University of Texas at Aus-
tin. In addition, Ryan Love and Christian Pundt were fifth. 

DSHS Dominates District

Federal Report Cards
Federal report cards for DSISD 
and all schools are now available 
on the district website. These 
reports are labeled as “Texas 
Academic Performance Reports” 
(TAPR). The most recently re-
leased reports are for 2014-15. 
The reports include STAAR testing 
results, attendance, dropout and 
graduation rates, ACT/SAT data, 
dual enrollment/AP particpation, 
demographic breakdown, class 
size data, and staff information. 
See: “http://www.dsisdtx.us/
index.aspx?nid=2901” for the ac-
countability page, which includes 
links to various reports. 



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Several DSHS students were successful at the YMCA Youth in Government state competition Jan. 28-30. The team 

of Wyatt Cross, Sylvie Higgins, Elisa Higgins, Insiya Aziz and Gabrielle Chavez placed second in the Judicial District 
Court division and have a chance to qualify for national competition. The team of Grace Wyzkowski, Brooke Kelley, 
Emma Gell, Gillian Bynum, and Macaella Gray was third in the County Court division. Aiden Edwards was selected 
as Outstanding Legislative Clerk, Sylvie Higgins was chosen as Outstanding Delegate, and Wyatt Cross, Sylvie Hig-
gins and Elise Higgins were chosen as Outstanding District Court Witnesses.

• At the National Speech and Debate Association’s national qualifier, several DSHS students placed. They were:  Ryan 
Love, second place, Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking; Insiya Aziz, second place, Original Oratory, and third 
place, Informative Speaking; Julia Roldan, third place, Humorous Interpretation; Sarah Bryant, sixth place, Dramatic 
Interpretation.  Insiya and Ryan have qualified to compete at the national tournament in Salt Lake City, June 12- 17, 
2016. Dripping Springs High School placed 5th in overall sweepstakes. 

• At the HTE Dance Competition on Feb. 6, the Dripping Springs Hi-Steppers pulled in many top awards, including 
Large Team Division Champions and Grand Champion Officers. Other top awards were: Large Team Division Of-
ficer Champions; Sweepstakes Team and Officers, Team Judges Award for Entertainment; Officer Judges Award for 
Showmanship, Technique and Choreography; Large Team Lyrical, Kick, and Modern Champion; first place, Varsity 
Officer Lyrical, second place, Varsity Officer Contemporary; Lauren and Lela Mamrosh, first place, Large Team Duet.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Three of four Dripping Springs Middle School girls’ basketball teams captured district titles this season, as did the 

boys’ eighth-grade B team. DSMS competes in the six-school Highland Lakes District. Both seventh-grade girls’ 
teams (A & B) captured league titles, as did the eighth-grade B team. All three teams were undefeated with 10-0 
records. The eighth-grade boys B team was 14-2 overall and 9-1 in the district. Highlights included being runners-up 
in the Leander Tournament and winning all three games in the San Marcos Tournament. 

• DSMS eighth-grader Alex Yount has qualified for the National Geographic State Geography Bee, to be held April 
1 in Fort Worth. Alex was the DSMS Local Bee Champion in January, and then advanced to the regional round of 
competition that included 50 students from Texas. Alex scored third among the regional qualifiers to earn a spot 
at the state competition.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Both Jump Rope for Heart and Read Across America campaigns wrap up on March 4, 2016.
• A Principal/Parent Coffee and PTA meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 11, at 8:00 a.m. in Room 310.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Rooster Springs Elementary will host its Leadership Day on Thursday, March 10, throughout the day. Then an 

open house and art show will run from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Both Jump Rope for Heart and Read Across America campaigns wrap up on March 4, 2016 in the Center for 

Learning and Innovation.
• The third- and fourth-grade spring concert will be held on Thursday, March 31, in the Dripping Springs High 

School auditorium from 5:00-6:30 p.m.

PAGE 4

 Each spring DSHS graduating 
seniors make a portfolio presentation 
before a panel consisting of educators, 
community members, parents, and 
professionals. The organizing commit-
tee is now seeking individuals with 
all types and levels of expertise to sit 
on portfolio panels and help in the 
evaluation process. Professions that 
are needed most are: attorneys, doc-
tors/nurses, welders, firefighters, auto 
mechanics, ag science/forestry/wild-
life biology, and fine arts (especially 
musicians).
 The presentations are scheduled 
for March 23-24, March 28-April 1, 

DSHS Seeking Portfolio Volunteers
and April 4-8, 2016. Morning sessions 
run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., and 
afternoon sessions start at 1:00 p.m. 
and conclude by 4:15 p.m.
 In order to sign up for a position 
on a portfolio panel, choose date(s) 
and time(s) by following these three 
easy steps:

1. Click the following link to go 
to the DSHS invite page on Vol-
unteerSpot:
http://vols.pt/191yLC.
2. Enter e-mail address.
3. Choose time slot(s).

 VolunteerSpot will send an au-
tomated confirmation and reminders 
prior to the selected date.
 VolunteerSpot does not share 
any e-mail addresses. However, those 
who prefer not to enter an e-mail 
address can contact the school to 
be signed up manually. E-mail “se-
niorportfolio@dsisdtx.us” or call 
512.858.3250 and ask to speak with 
portfolio scheduling coordinators 
Marilyn Wright or LoAnne Lyle.
 Thanks to all who help keep this 
DSHS tradition going!
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Board Briefs
 The Feb. 22 DSISD Board of 
Trustees meeting started with the 
DSHS robotics students as the campus 
spotlight. 
 State qualifiers in both swim-
ming and wrestling were recognized, 
including state champions Luke Hods-
den (wrestling) and Micah Slaton. For 
Hodsden, it was his second straight 
title, Slaton also earned a Silver Med-
al. Also qualifying were Ryland Kinard 
in wrestling and Abigail Wilkinson in 
swimming. 
 Students receiving all-state 
honors in band were honored, as 
were district counselors for Counselor 
Recognition Month. 
 Staff members honored with 
the Above & Beyond awards were:  
Gracee Condor (Rooster Springs Ele-
mentary), LaTreace Hawkins (Dripping 
Springs High School), Molly McFee 
(Dripping Springs Elementary), Wendy 
Middleton (Dripping Springs Middle 
School) and the team of Robin Acker, 
Karalise Leifeste and Jennifer Franco 
(Walnut Springs Elementary).   
 DSISD Project Manager Mike 
Garcia provided the January construc-
tion update. The substantial comple-
tion date and contract budgeted 
amounts for the new elementary and 
middle schools currently is on target. 
He also gave an update on the proj-
ects at the high school campus: the 
multi-purpose stadium, baseball/soft-
ball complex and the Network Opera-
tions Center.   
 Action items included approval
of an agreement between the district 
and the City of Dripping Springs for a 
joint election May 7, members of the 
Concussion Oversight Team, and a 
construction order to install seatback 
chairs in one section of the stadium. 
 The regular March Board meet-
ing will be March 28, 2016. An agenda 
review meeting will be held March 
21, 2016. Meetings start at 6 p.m. in 
the Board Room at the Administration 
Building.

Students Sign Letters of Intent

 Three Dripping Springs High 
School seniors announced their com-
mitments to continue their athletic 
careers at the collegiate level on Na-
tional Signing Day in February. Colton 
Hawkins will compete in track and 
cross country at Trinity University (San 
Antonio), Luke Hodsden will wrestle 
at the United States Military Academy, 
and Robert Miller will play football at 
Howard Payne University.
 Below is information about their 
athletic careers at DSHS:
 Colton Hawkins started his cross 
country/track career as a freshman 
after more than 10 years as a soccer 
athlete. As a sophomore he lettered in 
cross country and soccer, and earned 
letters in those sports as well as track. 
At last spring’s district meet he fin-
ished fifth in the 800 Meters. This year 
Colton is not playing soccer in order 
to focus on running. He served as co-
captain of the cross country team this 
past fall and placed third at the district 
meet. The son of Paula and Robert 
Hawkins, Colton will be majoring in 
Biology and hopes to pursue a career 
in physical therapy or sports medicine.
 Luke Hodsden has had an amaz-
ing wrestling career at DSHS. He had 
a 139-8 career record with 104 career 

pins. Luke did not lose a match as a 
junior or senior, which included state 
5A titles at 182 pounds both years. 
As a sophomore he was state runner-
up and as a freshman he placed fifth. 
Recently Luke was ranked as the #3 
wrestler in the state regardless of 
school or weight by the website Wres-
tlingTexas.com. He has participated 
in the sport for 13 years, and trains at 
3F Wrestling in Hudson Bend. The son 
of Julianne and Scott Hodsden, Luke 
takes a full schedule of AP (Advanced 
Placement) classes. He plans to major 
in Mechanical Engineering at West 
Point.
 Robert Miller has been a two-
year letterman at offensive guard for 
the DSHS Tigers. In the fall of 2015, he 
earned honorable mention on the All-
District 25-5A Team. Miller has been 
a multiple sport athlete for Dripping 
Springs, and will participate in varsity 
baseball this spring. The son of Dana 
and Daniel Miller, Robert plans to 
major in Criminal Justice at HPU.
 This brings the total of student-
athletes signing national letters of 
intent to 12 for the year. In November 
six volleyball players and one athlete 
each in baseball, swimming and track/
cross country made announcements.

From left to right: Colton Hawkins, Luke Hodsden and Robert Miller.

Calendar Note: March 25
Bad Weather Make-Up Day #1 for the 2015-16 school year is March 25, 2016. If no make-up days are 
needed this month, this will be a school holiday. The first calendar version had the first weather make-up 
day as April 15, but this was changed to March 25 prior to the school year.
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 Dripping Springs ISD was 
represented by 100 student projects 
(58 secondary, 42 elementary) at the 
2016 Austin Energy Regional Science 
Festival held Feb. 19-20, with many 
projects being recognized.
 At the secondary level, two 
projects placed first in their catego-
ries and three placed second; all five 
earned the right to advance to the 
ExxonMobil Texas Science and Engi-
neering Fair March 31-April 2, 2016, in 
San Antonio.
 Both first-place finishers were 
from Dripping Springs Middle School: 
Johnny Dollard’s project “What’s the 
Firing Range of a Trumpet?” (Physics 
& Astronomy) and Campbell Melton’s 
project “The Differences of Six” (Ani-
mal Sciences).
 DSHS freshman Ben Marsan’s 
project “Extending the Functionality 
of Wearable Devices” placed second 

in Computer Science, Embedded 
Systems. He also was awarded the 
U.S. Air Force Special Award and the 
Superintendent’s Award. Junior Zach 
Reid’s project, “Correlation of Bow 
Tillering Force Curve to Arrow Speed 
vs. Draw Length,” placed second in 
the Engineering Mechanic category 
and won the U.S. Navy/Marines Spe-
cial Award. The other second-place 
finisher was sixth-grader Johnathon 
Byrnes with his project “Solar-Botic” 
(Robotics & Intelligent Machines).
 Junior Katelynne Marsan’s 
project “Effects of Internet Addic-
tion Disorder and Common Activities 
on Working Memory Capacity” did 
not place, but was recognized with a 
special award by BioAustin (honorable 
mention). Her project also will move 
on to state competition.
 Other projects that placed in 
the top five were: Lindsay Egger’s 

“Hot Topic” (third, Materials Science; 
Christopher and Dominic Gearing’s 
“Cities of the Future” (fourth, Com-
puter Science: Systems Software), 
Karsten Bobb’s “Your Future’s So 
Bright You Need to Wear Shades” 
(fourth, Materials Science), Robinson 
Lopez’s “Picture Perfect” (fifth, Be-
havioral & Social Sciences), and Owen 
Craddock’s “The Sound of Silence” 
(fifth, Materials Science). 
 Students from all three DSISD 
elementary schools (Dripping Springs 
Elementary, Rooster Springs Elemen-
tary, Walnut Springs Elementary) were 
successful at the festival, where proj-
ects receive either a first-, second-, or 
third-place designation. Twenty-two 
individual projects took top honors in 
their respective categories.

Students Honored at Regional Science Festival
DSMS student 
Johnny Dollard’s proj-
ect “What’s the Firing 
Range of a Trumpet? 
placed first in the 
category Physics & 
Astronomy.

all three entries from DSHS received 
special recognition: Ben Marsan, Zach 
Reid and Katelynne Marsan. 

Five Named to 2015-16 All-State Band
Five Dripping Springs High School students 
were named to the Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA) 5A All-State Band for 
2015-16. all-state honors are determined 
by the results at Area auditions, where in-
dividual musicians perform selected music 
for a panel of judges who rank each instru-
ment. Only the top 3 percent of musicians 
who initially audition become All-State 
musicians. Selections from DSHS are (front 
row) Grace Shuman (bassoon) and Erika 
Gossett (flute) and (back row):  Seiler Hess 
(baritone saxophone), Eric Kiehnau (tenor 
trombone) and M.J. Jadeja (euphonium). 
This is the third consecutive year for Hess 
to earn all-state recognition, and the sec-
ond for both Jadeja and Kiehnau.
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School Dis-

trict newsletter for parents, friends 
and the entire Dripping Springs 

community.
Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions should contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisdtx.

us).
 

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson
Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing
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Kinder/PreK Registration Set
 Dripping Springs ISD will hold 
registration for Kindergarten and Pre-
Kindergarten students entering school 
in the fall of 2016 on Tuesday, March 
22, and Thursday, March 24, 2016. 
Registration will be held from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the DSISD Admin-
istration Building, 510 W. Mercer St. 
Kindergartners must be 5 years old by 
Sept. 1, 2016.
 Additional registration dates will 
be held at campuses on June 9 and 
August 2 , 2016, from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m.
 For both Kindergarten and Pre-K 
students, parents should bring proof 
of residency (electric bill and copy 
of lease/warranty deed/property tax 
statement with homestead exemp-
tion listed), child’s birth certificate and 
immunization record, as well as child’s 
Social Security card and parent’s 
photo ID.
 DSISD offers three types of Pre-K 
for children who will be 4 years old by 
Sept. 1, 2016:

•  Tuition-based for district 
residents.
•  Free for children who qual-
ify as Economically Disadvan-
taged (national free/ reduced 
lunch program), Limited English 
Proficiency, child of active or 
injured military, or is either 
Homeless or has been in foster 
care. Due to federal guidelines, 
income status must be verified 
on or after July 27, 2016; space 
will be reserved for the child 
until then. For those who are 
enrolling a child with Limited 
English Proficiency, the child 
should be present for language 
testing.
•  Tuition-based for out-of-dis-
trict residents, limited capacity.

 Information also will be available 
on after-school care available at all 
three campuses offered through the 
DSISD Community Services Depart-
ment.

DSHS Students at Mock Trial

about 50 students from Dripping Springs High School received a valubale 
hands-on experience by participating in the annual Dating Violence Mock 
Trial Feb. 25. DSHS students played the roles of attorneys, jurors, witnesses 
and victims. This program is conducted in partnership with the Hays Caldwell 
Women’s Shelter, Hays County DA’s Office, District judges, the Hays County 
Bar Association and the Law Offices of Sarah Brandon.  Above (left to right), 
students Ames O’Boyle, Insiya Aziz, Gabrielle Chavez and Madison Guida par-
ticipate as defense attorneys. The trial is scheduled in conjunction with Dating 
Violence awareness Month. 

DSEF Gala
Approaching

Tickets are still available for the 
2016 Dripping Springs Educa-
tion Foundation “Denim and 
Diamonds” Gala. It will be held 
Friday, April 1, 2016, at Ma Maison 
in Dripping Springs. On tap are 
dinner, dancing, casino, and live/
silent auctions. To purchase tickets 
or view sponsorship opportunities, 
see: dseducationfoundation.org.


