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IMPORTaNT DaTES
April 14
End of grading period 

April 18
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

April 25
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration 

DSHS Teacher Is Finalist for 
“Rising Star” State Award

April 2016

 Dripping Springs 
High School English 
Language Arts teacher 
Rachel Foreman is one 
of five finalists statewide 
for the H-E-B Excellence 
in Education Rising Star 
Secondary Teacher of 
the Year. The Rising 
Star category indicates 
“exceptionally promising 
teachers with less than 
10 years of experience.”
 H-E-B’s Excel-
lence in Education is 
the largest monetary 
awards program for 
educators in Texas, and 
among the largest in the 
nation. The honor was 
kept a surprise from the 
educators, who learned 
they were finalists when H-E-B rep-
resentatives visited their classrooms 
and schools with balloons, cake, and 
flowers. Finalists were presented with 
a $1,000 check for themselves and a 
$1,000 check for their schools.
 Ms. Foreman was one of eight 
finalists hailing from Central Texas in 
various awards categories. She was 
nominated for the award by a student, 
then was asked to follow through by 

DSHS Language arts teacher Rachel Foreman is 
surprised by Jill Reynolds of H-E-B and presented 
with a check for being a finalist of the Rising Star 
state teacher award.  

submitting additional information. All 
finalists are invited to San Antonio on 
May 12-13 to compete on a statewide 
level for larger cash prizes totaling 
$430,000.
 H-E-B launched the Excellence 
in Education Awards program in 
cooperation with the Texas Associa-
tion of School Administrators in 2002 
as a positive way to support public 
education in Texas. It has become the 

Information on 2016-21 Strategic Plan Available
For those who missed a presentation about the new strategic plan, a few more campus presentations are scheduled, 
and information is available on the DSISD website. Still remaining are presentations/Q&A sessions with PTAs at Drip-
ping Springs Elementary (April  8, 8:00 a.m.), Dripping Springs High School (April 19, 8:30 a.m.) and Walnut Springs El-
ementary (April 22, 8:00 a.m.). Available at “www.dsisdtx.us/strategicplan” are several items: an introductory video, 
a link to the plan itself, a one-page summary, and Frequently Asked Questions that have been raised at meetings. The 
plan will be a living document that is enhanced and modified over time. While many facets already have begun, full 
implementation will occur with the start of the 2016-17 school year. 

largest monetary program for educa-
tors in the state, spotlighting best 
practices and celebrating the passion 
and creativity of Texas educators.



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 Thanks to everyone for feedback 
and participation in the rollout of our 
strategic plan. I have visited many staff 
and parent meetings over the past 
month or so and had an opportunity 
to explain the exciting facets of our 
strategic plan to many stakeholders. 
 I would like to reiterate a few 
points in response to common ques-
tions I have heard during this process. 
The strategic plan will prompt teach-
ers to use many tools to enhance 
learning. Project-Based Learning is 
one such tool that has value in this 
type of student-driven environment. 
However, our schools will not be con-
verting to a PBL model and they will 
not abandon direct instruction. We 
expect our classrooms in the future to 
use a variety of methods to connect 
students to their passions and create 
personalized learning environments 
that have multiple opportunities for 
collaboration. I also was asked often 
about teachers being prepared for 
the personalized learning model. We 
understand the importance of  provid-
ing training and support to teachers 
who are implementing new learning 
strategies and are planning many ways 
to do that.  
 I also wanted to share with all 
that we have honed in on an opportu-
nity that aligns well with our strategic 
plan and returns some local control 
to school districts. The last legisla-
tive session created the designation 
“Districts of Innovation.” A school 
district can pursue this status through 
a process that includes a committee 
evaluating a district plan and a public 
hearing being held.  Our Board re-
cently approved a resolution that will 
start this process for DSISD (Page 6).  
 I think the District of Innovation 
concept is a timely opportunity for 
our district and potentially for many 
around the state. The process we have 
begun for exploration and planning 

could be completed before the start 
of the 2016-17 school year. 
 This time of year also is when 
we develop our district budget for the 
coming year. We recently received 
state appraisal values, which were 
much higher than local values had 
been and much higher than were pro-
jected. I bring this to the attention of 
our parents because these increased 
values will place our district back into 
recapture (recapture is the system of 
redistributing school district wealth, 
meaning DSISD sends part of its tax 
collections back to the state) and thus 
create some financial challenges for 
us as a district. We are developing 
potential strategies to address these 

challenges and will share more infor-
mation in the next few months.
 We are in the homestretch of the 
school year and will maintain a high 
level of energy and engagement in our 
classrooms.  Please continue to sup-
port your children in their academic 
mission until our last day of school on 
June 2!
 Thanks for supporting Dripping 
Springs ISD.
 Sincerely,

 
 Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.
 Superintendent
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March Madness Is a Hit!
Dripping Springs High School’s March Mad-
ness event was held March 23 and was a big 
success! The annual event showcased the 
talents of approximately 40 participants, 
and ran smoothly thanks to dozens of stu-
dent volunteers including those from cheer, 
band, athletics, PALS and Hi-Steppers. The 
event is organized by the DSHS  Special Edu-
cation Department. At left, student Myriel 
Torres shows off her basketball skills. Below, 
Miguel Stanbridge successfully throws to-
wards a target. 
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 Dripping Springs High School 
was represented by 22 pieces of 
student artwork at last month’s VASE 
(Visual Arts Scholastic Event) area/re-
gional competition in San Marcos. The 
event is sponsored by the Texas Art 
Education Association. DSHS students 
presented their work and defended 

their pieces in front of a judges’ panel; 
entries were given scores ranging 
from 1-4.
 Of the pieces judged, 20 
Dripping Springs pieces medaled by 
receiving Superior ratings of 4, which 
is considered “all-region” recogni-
tion. Three of those entries then were 

named “all-area,” which means those 
students have qualified for the state 
competition.
 The state qualifiers are: 
Rachel Fournier–“Cattitude” 
(colored pencil); Keiran Greer–
“Donkey” (acrylic), and Miranda 
McShan–“King” (scratch board).

Three Pieces Advance to State VASE

 Five teams from Dripping 
Springs ISD competed in the Destina-
tion Imagination Capital Region Tour-
nament March 5, and the team from 
Dripping Springs Middle School placed 
fourth in its division.
 Destination Imagination is a 
creative problem-solving competition 
that presents teams of students with 
open-ended challenges. The Capital 
Region competition consisted of more 
than 500 teams. The top one or two 
teams in each event qualified to move 
on to the state DI competition.
 The “Bomb Brains” team from 
DSMS placed fourth in the Middle 
School Technical Challenge. The chal-
lenge required participating teams to 
create a vehicle that traveled using 
two different movement methods 
and propulsion systems. The team 
consisted of: Jadon Putnam, Bryan 
Blackmon, Garrett Davis, Fiona de la 
Cruz, Coleman Chapman, and Gesena 
Mitchhart.

 Also representing DSISD were 
two teams each from Dripping Springs 
Elementary and Walnut Springs Ele-
mentary. From DSE, the “Chicken Fried 
Awareness” team competed in the 
Elementary Scientific Challenge and 
the “Stars on Earth” team competed 

in the Improvisational Challenge. 
From WSE, the “Electric Inventors” 
competed in the Elementary Technical 
Challenge and the “#BaconSwagger” 
team competed in the Fine Arts Chal-
lenge.

DSISD Teams at Destination Imagination
The “Bomb Brains” 
team of Jadon Putnam, 
Bryan Blackmon, Garrett 
Davis, Fiona de la Cruz, 
Coleman Chapman, and 
Gesena Mitchhart (not 
pictured) placed fourth 
in the Middle School 
Technical Challenge 
event. 



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Seeley Haas won first place in the sophomore division at the regional Texas Association 

for Pupil Transportation (TAPT) Bus Safety Speech Contest on March 8 and will advance 
to the state tournament in April. The regional competition included students from Lake 
Travis, Westwood, Hays, and Del Valle high schools. The state tournament will be held 
at Region 12 on April 18.

• Many DSHS music students have qualified for the UIL State Solo and Ensemble contest 
May 28 at The University of Texas. The UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest for Region 28 
on Feb. 28 featured performances by choir and piano students. In the vocal division, 
the following DSHS Choir students received the highest ratings on their performances and earned the right to 
advance to the state level: Brynn Johnson, Brooke Adams and Alyssa Nicholes (solo) and Grace Shuman, Rachel 
Nix, Breanna Oliphant, and Brynn Johnson (ensemble). In the piano contest, Lettie Thomas Hastings made a “1” on 
her solo and will advance to the State Piano Solo Contest. At the band UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest, the follow-
ing students qualified for the state contest in both solo and ensemble: Trey Boehm, Seiler Hess, Mikaela Burson, 
and Lauren Gordon. Students who qualified as soloists were:  Luke Fournier, Sarah Bryant, Victoria Sheeler, Chris 
Willis, Tommy Glass, Harrison Hill, Michael Martinets, Joseph Ingrando, Jair Gutierrez, Ian Elder, Joseph Picardat, 
and Katia Renfro-Pihut. Qualifying for flute ensemble were: Michelle Doherty, Hannelore Horak, and Alexis Lytle.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Current eighth-graders and their parents will have the opportunity to attend the DSHS Showcase for information 

about high school. The Showcase will be offered on two different evenings, but will provide the same information 
on both evenings, April 12 and April 14, 2016, starting at 6:30 p.m.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Dripping Springs Elementary fifth-grader Spencer Austin was one of eight students who qualified for the National 

History Bee (elementary school level) based on results of regional competition. The regional competition featured 
150 fifth- and sixth-graders from Central Texas who had passed a written qualifying exam online. The top eight 
finishers (unranked) earned medals and will move on to the National History Bee Competition in Chicago this June, 
against more than 250 peers from across the country. 

• Robotics Week will be held April 11-15, 2016.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The Rooster Springs Elementary will host a Principal’s Coffee on Thursday, April 7, from 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
• CL&I (Center for Learning and Innovation) Appreciation Week is scheduled for April 11-15, 2016.
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Robotics Week will be held April 11-15, 2016.
• The always-popular Walnutpalooza and a school art show will be held Thursday, April 21, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
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Registration Held for Kindergarten and PreK
Registration for students starting kindergarten or pre-K 
this fall was held in late March at the DSISD Administration 
Building; approximately 175 kindergarten students and 125 
pre-K students completed the process. Future registration 
opportunities will be hosted by campuses this summer. 
Elementary and middle school students may register at their 
respective schools on June 9 or August 2 from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. For more information, call campus registrars. Incom-
ing high school students must make an appointment with 
a high school counselor during the weeks of June 13-16, 
August 2-5, and other summer 2016 office hours as needed; 
call the Counseling Office number for appointments at 
512.858.3109. 

Dripping Springs Elementary Principal Kellie Raymond 
(left) and registrar Diane Briscoe (center) assist parent 
Janie Banks as she registers her daughter Elizabeth for 
kindergarten.
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Board Briefs
 The March 28 DSISD Board of 
Trustees meeting started with the 
DSMS/DSHS mountain biking team as 
the campus spotlight. 
 Students who qualified for the 
PTA State Reflections contest and 
the individual honors they received 
were announced. National qualifier 
Miranda McShan also was recognized. 
State qualifiers in the Choir Solo and 
Ensemble Contest and the Visual Arts 
Scholastic Event (VASE) were recog-
nized. Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
read a proclamation for Texas Public 
Schools Month. 
 Staff members honored with 
Above & Beyond awards were:  Alicia 
Cruz (Dripping Springs Elementary), 
Ronna Cruz (Rooster Springs Elemen-
tary), Kelsey Lee (Dripping Springs 
High School), Vaughn Vogelman 
(Walnut Springs Elementary) and the 
group of Ana Garcia, Kim Harlow, 
Alexandra Karp, Paula Mathews, Sara 
Singleton and Tracy Six (Dripping 
Springs Middle School). 
 DSISD Project Manager Mike 
Garcia provided the March construc-
tion update. The substantial comple-
tion date and contract budgeted 
amounts for the new elementary and 
middle schools currently is on target. 
He also gave an update on the proj-
ects at the high school campus: the 
multi-purpose stadium, baseball/soft-
ball complex and the Network Opera-
tions Center. 
 District GT (Gifted/Talented) 
Coordinator Wendy Middleton gave 
an update on enrollment and new 
developments in that program. 
 Action items included approval
to hire the firm Weaver and Tidwell as 
the district’s annual financial auditor.
 A resolution for the district to 
begin the process for pursuing a “Dis-
trict of Innovation” designation was 
approved. (See related story, Page 6). 
 The regular April Board meet-
ing will be April 25, 2016. The agenda 
review meeting will be April 18, 2016. 
Meetings start at 6 p.m. in the Board 
Room at the Administration Building.

 Dripping Springs Middle 
School’s entries in the district One-
Act Play Contest took first and second 
places for the second consecutive 
year. The production of “Patchwork 
Quilt” won first place and “Mama 
Won’t Fly” captured second. Four 
schools were represented at the 
contest. There is no regional or state 
contest at the middle school level.
 Many Dripping Springs stu-
dents received individual honors.
 Katie Haberman was honored 
as Best Actress for her portrayal of 
Mrs. Willis in “The Patchwork Quilt.” 
Katie actually stepped in as under-

study when the original lead was un-
able to perform.
 Receiving spots on the All-Star 
Cast were Gesena Mitchhart, Jane 
Unger, Riley Berkholz, Cassie Martin, 
R.C. Trlica, Austin Harper, and Cam-
eron Duran. In fact, DSMS students 
received seven of the 10 All-Star Cast 
honors.
 Of the eight total students 
earning honorable mention, five were 
from DSMS: Aisley Pope, Trinity Ceh, 
Austin Harper, Rachel Reeves and 
Eliana Glenn. Taylor Waters (Quilt) and 
Hope McFarlane (Mama) both were 
named Best Technician.

 Many students received hon-
ors at the 2016 PTA State Reflections 
Contest.
 The artwork of Dripping Springs 
High School junior Miranda McShan 
has been selected as a national quali-
fier in the 2016 PTA Reflections Con-
test. Her piece of artwork, which used 
a “scratch board” technique, is titled 
“The Universe Is the Limit.” It was 
selected to receive an Overall Award 
of Excellence as the top entry in the 
state of Texas for the High School 
Visual Arts category. Only 30 students 
out of more than 1,000 entries will 
advance to the national competition. 
This year’s theme was “Let Your Imagi-
nation Fly.”
 Michelle Edick won an Award of 
Excellence in choreography at the high 
school level with her piece “Dancing 
in the Hall of Fame.”

DSMS One-Act Plays Honored

State Reflections Honors

 Earning an Award of Merit in 
Literature at the primary level was 
Harper Teague with her story “Mia’s 
Amazing Animals.”
 Six students received honorable 
mention in their categories:
Primary
Stephanie Gearing, photo, “Inside the 
Whale”
Maverick Jacobs, musical composition, 
“Peace”
Intermediate
Sophia Bradner, literature, “”Delight 
Song of Sophia Bradner”
John Henry Thorne, visual arts, “Fly 
Imagination Fly”
Middle School
Drew Wilson, photo, “Unexpected 
Beauty”
High School
Jacob Lawrence, photo, “Ghosts of 
Bourbon Street”

“The Universe Is the 
Limit” by Miranda 
McShan is a Reflec-
tions national quali-
fier.
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Special Services Director Hired
       Christy 

Clouse has 
been hired 
as Dripping 
Springs ISD’s 
new Direc-
tor of Special 
Services.

 Ms. Clouse 
has been the 
Director of 

Special Programs for Lindale ISD for 
the past two years and also has served 
as the Director of Special Education 
for the Cherokee County Special Edu-
cation Shared Services Arrangement 
(CCSSA) since 2012. Previously she 
was the RTI and Special Education Co-
ordinator for Lindale ISD as well as an 
Educational Diagnostician. Ms. Clouse 
started her career as a classroom 

teacher, spending most of 12 years in 
that capacity working in Special Edu-
cation. 
 A native of Dallas, she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Special 
Education from the University of Texas 
at Dallas and received an MBA with a 
focus in Educational Leadership from 
LeTourneau University.   
 The DSISD Special Services 
Department provides services for 
students in Special Education, Section 
504 of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, Dyslexia, and the district’s Re-
sponse to Intervention.
 Ms. Clouse will begin her new 
position at DSISD before the end 
of the current school year. She will 
replace Jack Modgling, who is leaving 
the district at the end of the year to 
pursue other opportunities. 
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School Dis-

trict newsletter for parents, friends 
and the entire Dripping Springs 

community.
Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions should contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisdtx.

us).
 

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson
Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing

 

 Dripping Springs High School's 
production of "Fiddler on the Roof" 
has received eight nominations in the 
Greater Austin High School Musical 
Theatre Awards (GAHSMTA) program. 
"Fiddler" was among 30 shows vying 
for nominations this year.
 For the third year in a row, 
DSHS is one of eight schools nomi-
nated for Best Production, scoring an 
invitation to perform in the award cer-
emony on April 13 in The Long Cen-
ter. In addition, senior Monica Oliva 
will represent DSHS as part of the 
GAHSMTA Select Ensemble. She will 
perform with the Ensemble at events 
associated with the Awards Ceremony 
on April 13.
 In all, Fiddler on the Roof was 
honored with nominations in the 
following categories:  Best Ensemble,  
Best Acting in a Leading Role (Joey 
Kelley), Best Supporting Actor (Trey 
Stallings), Best Technical Execution, 
Best Lighting Design, Best Choreogra-
phy, Best Direction, and Best Produc-
tion.

DSHS Theatre 
Earns Nominations

What is a District of Innovation?
 A District of Innovation is a 
concept passed by the 84th Legisla-
tive Session in House Bill 1842 giving 
traditional independent school dis-
tricts most of the flexibilities available 
to the state’s open enrollment charter 
schools. Any district with an academic 
performance rating of at least Aca-
demically Acceptable is eligible. 
 The idea behind Districts 
of Innovation is that a local school 
district may want to pursue specific 
innovations in curriculum, instruction, 
governance, parent or community 
involvement, school calendar, bud-
geting, or other areas. An innovation 
plan allows a district to gain exemp-
tion from many Texas Education Code 
requirements, thus gaining more 
local control. Each innovation plan is 
expected to be unique to each school 
district, allowing for local values and 
goals to be incorporated into the plan. 
 Dripping Springs ISD took the 
first step in exploring this opportunity 
when the Board approved a resolu-
tion initiating the process. The Board 
must hold a public hearing to consider 
whether the district should develop 
an innovation plan, at which time the 
Board will decide whether to move 
forward. If so, a committee would be 
appointed to develop an innovation 

plan. The plan then would have to 
be posted on-line for at least 30 days 
and the District Advisory Committee 
would have to approve it before it 
could go back to the Board.
 Some areas where Districts 
of Innovation can gain flexibility are: 
school start date, minimum minutes 
of instruction, class size ratio, 90-per-
cent attendance rule, teacher certi-
fication and contracts, teacher ap-
praisal system and student discipline 
provision.  Each district may identify 
different areas where their plans 
would take advantage of the flexibility 
that is available. 
 Requirements that Districts of 
Innovation cannot be exempted from 
are: elected Boards of Trustees, PEIMS 
reporting, criminal history checks, cur-
riculum and graduation requirements, 
bilingual education, special education, 
preK programs, academic account-
ability including student assessments, 
financial accountability, open meet-
ings and public records rules, and 
purchasing regulations. 
 Being classified as a District of 
Innovation would not impact school 
funding, although depending on the 
innovation plan, there may be some 
flexibility in the use of compensatory 
education funds. 


