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IMPORTaNT DaTES
February 5
Community Coffee, 6:30 p.m.; DSHS 
Center for Learning & Innovation

February 8
Documentary Screening, 6:30 p.m.; DSHS 
Auditorium

February 15
Student Holiday/Staff Workday; Board of 
Trustees Agenda Review Meeting, 6:00 
p.m., Board Room, Central Administration

February 19
Grading Period Ends

February 22
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration 

February 2016

DSISD is District of the Year Finalist
 Dripping 
Springs ISD is one of 
three finalists state-
wide for the H-E-B 
Excellence in Educa-
tion awards program 
2016 Small District 
of the Year. 
 The H-E-B 
awards program 
honors districts, 
teachers, principals 
and school boards each year. DSISD is 
a finalist in the “small district” cat-
egory based on the district enrollment 
of less than 10,000 students. 
 This is the third consecutive 
year that Dripping Springs ISD has 
been a finalist in the H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education awards program. 
Interestingly enough, in 2014 and 
2015 DSISD was classified as a “Large 
District” because the application was 
based on size of the district’s high 
school (5A and 6A were “Large Dis-
tricts”). H-E-B changed the method for 
determining district category this year. 

 The final-
ists were chosen 
based on an ap-
plication packet 
submitted by the 
district; each finalist 
received $2,500. To 
determine overall 
statewide winners, a 
panel of judges will 
visit each district, 
tour campuses and 

talk with administration, staff and 
parents.  The statewide small district 
winner, which will be announced May 
13, receives $50,000. Other finalists in 
the small district division this year are 
Midway ISD and Valley View ISD. 
 H-E-B launched the Excellence 
in Education Awards program with the 
Texas Association of School Admin-
istrators in 2002 as a positive way to 
support public education in Texas. It is 
the largest monetary program for edu-
cators in the state, spotlighting best 
practices and celebrating the passion 
and creativity of educators. 

Love is State Champion!
 After two intense days of 
debate Jan. 12-13, DSHS senior Ryan 
Love won the 5A State Championship 
in Congressional Debate. Final rounds 
took place at the State Capitol.
 A total of 54 students competed 
in the event. Students were divided 
into chambers and then received 
pieces of legislation, which are placed 
into a docket. Once the docket is 
established, the students elect a pre-
siding officer and then debate on the 
individual pieces of legislation.
 As a junior, Love placed fifth 
in this event after qualifying as an 
alternate his sophomore year. He has 
earned many honors in various speech 
and debate competitions during his 

high school career. In 2015, he also 
was a semifinalist in Congressional 
Debate at the national Tournament of 
Champions, the National Speech and 
Debate Association competition, and 
the Harvard Tournament.
 The last time that DSHS had 
a state champion in speech/debate 
was in May of 2013 when David Slater 
won top 5A honors in Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate.State Champion Ryan Love



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 It’s seems we always have some-
thing to celebrate in Dripping Springs 
ISD! The front page of this newsletter 
shares two very exciting accomplish-
ments: a state debate champion and 
our district being chosen by the H-E-B 
Excellence in Education program as a 
finalist for Small District of the Year! 
We are extremely proud of Ryan Love. 
He worked very hard to sharpen his 
debate skills and pursue his passion to 
such a high level. 
 As you likely are aware, Drip-
ping Springs ISD is introducing a new 
strategic plan and district “brand” 
this spring. It focuses on the concept 
of personalized learning for every 
student. This means helping connect 
students to their areas of interest, and 
helping them to sharpen skills that will 
help them meet future life challenges. 
 The strategic plan is available 
at: www.dsisdtx.us/strategicplan. We 
will be sharing information about it 
throughout the next several months 

at meetings and other opportunities. 
In addition, we will offer a brief online 
video in late February that outlines 
the plan.  The strategic plan is a living 
document, which means that as we 
move forward, actions steps may be 
added, deleted, or modified.
 While official implementation 
doesn’t begin until the 2016-17 school 
year, I will share that many teachers 
already have altered their instruc-
tional methods over the past several 
years to better reach their students. 
They have begun to offer students the 
opportunity to have input on their 
educational journeys and ensure that 
learning is authentic and meaning-
ful. We hope that our parents will be 
informed and involved as we con-
tinually improve how we educate our 
students. 
 As progress continues on con-
struction projects that were included 
in the 2014 bond program, we recog-
nize the fact that our enrollment con-

tinues to grow at a fast pace. Within 
the next year we plan to reconvene 
the Long-Range Facilities Planning 
Team to discuss future needs and lay 
the first steps to what likely will lead 
to a bond program in the next few 
years. In the meantime, we are begin-
ning a full demographic study to make 
sure that we have the most up-to-date 
and accurate numbers possible when 
we begin the discussion of future 
facilities. 
 Thank you for everything you 
do to support our students, staff and 
schools! We have amazing parents in 
Dripping Springs ISD.
 Sincerely,

 
 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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Third Community Film Screening Planned
 Following large turnouts at two screenings of 
the documentary film “Most Likely to Succeed” last 
week, DSISD has added a third public screening. It will 
be held in the Dripping Springs High School auditorium 
on Monday, Feb. 8, at 6:30 p.m. The film examines 
the history of public education, revealing the growing 
shortcomings of the traditional school model in today’s 
innovative world.
 After the showing, a discussion will be held 
about what the future looks like for Dripping Springs 
ISD students and how the district can best serve them. 
 For those who would like to share additional 
thoughts about the issues raised in the documentary, 
there is an e-mail box available at: filmcomments@
dsisdtx.us.

Superintendent Bruce Gearing leads communtiy discussion 
following the documentary film screening. 
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 The creative work of 18 Dripping Springs ISD students will move on to the 
2016 Texas PTA “Reflections” State Contest based on artistic merit, creativity, 
mastery of the medium, and interpretation of the theme. Each year the DSISD 
PTA Council hosts the Reflections program for students to submit creative works 
of art in various categories that follow a theme; this year’s theme was “Let Your 
Imagination Fly.” 
 One piece was selected from each grade division (Primary, Intermediate, 
Middle, and Senior) with entries and from each Arts category (Dance Chore-
ography, Visual Arts, Literature, Music Composition, Photography and Film 
Production) as an “Overall Award of Excellence” and will represent DSISD at the 
State Reflections Contest. In addition, 11 others earned Awards of Excellence, 
15 received Awards of Merit, and seven received honorable mention. Winners 
at the state level will advance to the national level. State results will be posted 
on the Texas PTA website (txpta.org) in early March.
 Students who have qualified for the state contest (with category and title 
of entry) are:

Molly Blackmon (DSE), Dance, ”Flying”
Reece Bonnaure (DSHS), Film Production, “Flying High”
Sophia Bradner (DSE), Literature, “Delight Song of Sophia Bradner”
Jessica DeBerry (RSE), Music, “Imagination of Music”
Michelle Edick (DSHS), Dance, “Dancing in the Hall of Fame”
Stephanie Gearing (DSE), Dance, “A New Flower Blooming”
Stephanie Gearing (DSE), Photography, “Inside the Whale”
Vivian Gomez (DSE), Photography. “Your Creative Tool”
Sydney Hollingsworth (DSHS), Music, “To Be Me”
Maverick Jacobs (DSE), Visual Arts, “Peace”
Veronica Johnson (WSE), Visual Arts, “The Princess and the Pea”
Jacob Lawrence (DSHS), Photography, “Ghosts of Bourbon Street”
Jamison Malcolm (RSE), Film Production, “The Flying Boat”
Miranda McShan, (DSHS), Visual Arts, “The Universe Is the Limit”
Michelle Miyamoto (DSMS), Visual Arts, “Flying Colors”
Avani Shepherd (DSHS), Literature, “Eyes
Harper Teague (WSE), Literature, “Mia’s Amazing Animals”
John Henry Thorne (RSE), Visual Arts, “Fly Imagination Fly”
Drew Wilson (DSMS), Photography, “Unexpected Beauty” 

Work Advances to State ReflectionsBoard Briefs
 The Jan. 25 DSISD Board of Trust-
ees meeting started with a presen-
tation of the 2014-15 TAPR (Texas Aca-
demic Performance Report) and the 
annual Criminal Incidents Report by 
Assistant Superintendent for Learning 
and Innovation Diane Flaim. No mem-
bers of the public chose to address 
the Board during the public hearing.
 The Maker Team at Walnut 
Springs Elementary was featured 
in the Campus Spotlight. Dripping 
Springs High School senior Ryan Love 
was honored for his state title in 
Congressional Debate. In addition, 
a proclamation was read by State 
Representative Jason Isaac in Love’s 
honor.
 Staff members honored with 
the Above & Beyond awards were:  
Valania Alvarado (Dripping Springs El-
ementary), Dusti Gillis (Walnut Springs 
Elementary), B.J. Mercer (Dripping 
Springs High School), Lance Thornton 
(Dripping Springs Middle School) and 
the group of Carla Cox, Cathy Hilliard, 
Janelle Huurman and Pat Schrader 
(Rooster Springs Elementary). 
 DSISD Project Manager Mike 
Garcia provided the January construc-
tion update. The substantial comple-
tion date and contract budgeted 
amounts for the new elementary and 
middle schools on Sawyer Ranch Road 
currently is on target. He also gave 
an update on the projects at the high 
school campus: the multi-purpose sta-
dium, baseball/softball complex and 
the Network Operations Center. The 
stadium has a new projected comple-
tion date of January 2017. All three 
projects currently are in line with 
contracted budget.   
 Action items included approval
of a policy update from TASB, the 
election order and notice for the May 
7 Board election, budget parameters 
for 2016-17 and a class size waiver 
for fourth grade at Rooster Springs 
Elementary.
 Board president Barbara Stroud 
shared that Board members attended 
a Region 13 meeting, as well as a cam-
pus visit to the high school and a tour 
of schools construction site.
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing  
shared an enrollment update.

 Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Elaine Cogburn in-
troduced the 2015-16 budget update, 
which indicates a projected operating 
surplus. 
 Ms. Flaim reported that 84 
teachers attended professional de-
velopment on Jan. 18, 2016, and that 
a high percentage of teachers have 
completed suicide prevention train-
ing.  
 The regular February Board 
meeting will be Feb. 29, 2016. An 
agenda review meeting will be held 
Feb. 22, 2016. Meetings start at 6 p.m. 
in the Board Room at the Administra-
tion Building.

Coffee With 
DSISD 

Each year Dripping Springs ISD 
hosts community coffees that 
offer parents and members 
of the Dripping Springs com-
munity an opportunity to visit 
schools, ask DSISD adminis-
trators questions, and share 
ideas. The spring Community 
Coffee will be  Friday, Feb. 5, 
from 7:45 a.m.-9:00 a.m. It will 
be held in the Center for Learn-
ing and Innovation at Dripping 
Springs High School.



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Senior DSHS soccer player Hayden Anderson was selected as the TWC News Scholar Athlete of the Week for Jan. 

18, 2016. In addition to serving as a team captain in soccer, he is in the Varsity Choir and was honored as a National 
Hispanic Scholar. Hayden also takes many AP classes and currently is one of the top-ranked students in the senior 
class. 

• For the first time ever, a team of Dripping Springs High School students was entered in the DECA competition 
against 750 other regional competitors. Of the 10 members who represented DSHS, five qualified for the state 
competition in late February:  Kaitlyn Smith, Brayson White, Varun Verma, and Riley Whitcomb.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• “Exhibition Nights” have been scheduled for all three grade levels for students to share their projects that have 

been developed over the past month during the school’s “Adventure Project.” The dates are:  Feb. 3 for sixth grade, 
Feb. 11 for seventh grade and March 10 for eighth grade. All exhibition nights will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will be 
held in the grade level’s respective hallway and classrooms.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Science Night is scheduled for Feb. 18, 2016, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. The event, which is sponsored 

by the DSE PTA, will feature a presentation by Mad Science and many exhibits.
• The Book Fair will be held Feb. 8-12, 2016.
• A Principal/Parent Coffee and PTA meeting is scheduled for Friday, Feb. 26, at 8:00 a.m. in Room 310.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The Rooster Springs Elementary Talent Show will be held on Feb. 18 at 7:00 p.m. It is sponsored by the RSE PTA.
• Students can sign up to participate in an after-school coding activity in Mrs. Powers’ classroom. “The Code Crack-

ers” meet the first and third Tuesdays of every month from 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Author Diane Shore will visit campus on Feb, 10, 2016. An award-winning children’s author, Ms. Shore’s books 

include “This is the Earth” and “Bus-a-Saurus Bop.”
• The WSE Talent Show will be held on Thursday, Feb. 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.
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 Each spring DSHS graduating 
seniors make a portfolio presentation 
before a panel consisting of educa-
tors, community members, parents, 
and professionals. The organizing 
committee is now seeking individuals 
with all types and levels of expertise 
to participate in portfolio panels and 
help in the evaluation process. With 
more than 350 students scheduled to 
present their portfolios the need for 
volunteers is more important than 
ever!
 The presentations are sched-
uled for March 23-24, March 28-April 
1, and April 4-8, 2016. Morning 
sessions run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m., and afternoon sessions start at 
1:00 p.m. and conclude by 4:15 p.m.
 In order to sign up for a posi-
tion on a portfolio panel, choose 
date(s) and time(s) by following these 
three easy steps:

Seeking Portfolio Volunteers
1. Click the following link to go 
to the DSHS invite page on Vol-
unteerSpot:
http://vols.pt/191yLC.
2. Enter e-mail address.
3. Choose time slot(s).

 VolunteerSpot will send an au-
tomated confirmation and reminders 
prior to the selected date.
 VolunteerSpot does not share 
any e-mail addresses. However, those 
who prefer not to enter an e-mail 
address can contact the school to 
be signed up manually. E-mail “se-
niorportfolio@dsisdtx.us” or call 
512.858.3250 and ask to speak with 
portfolio scheduling coordinators 
Marilyn Wright or LoAnne Lyle.

Stock Show Success

Brook Krenek was one of many DSISD 
students who were successful at the 
Hays County Stock Show. She and 
her rabbit earned Grand Champion 
honors for Market Rabbit. See Page 6 
for a list of students honored.
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DSEF Awards Student Leadership Grants

 Several Dripping Springs High 
School students attended the Area 1 
HOSA (Future Health Professionals) 
competition, three students (one in 
two events) qualified for state-level 
competition.
 Senior Insiya Aziz placed first in 
Extemporaneous Writing and finished 
in the top 10 percent in Health Care 
Issues to qualify in both events. Hailey 
Daniel finished in the top 10 percent 
in Health Care Issues to move on to 
state; she also was sixth in Nursing 
Assisting. Sydney Haley advances to 
state competition based on her third-
place finish in Pathophysiology. Other 
top-10 finishers were Tom Shively 
(fifth, Pharmocology), Lisa Deya (sixth, 
Clinical Nursing), and the team of 
Emily Argento-Bird and Liliana Reyes 
(sixth, Forensic Medicine).
 The state HOSA competition 
will be held April 14-16 in Galveston.

 The Dripping Springs Education 
Foundation has a long tradition of 
recognizing leadership among district 
students. Student Leadership Grants 
are designed to foster the develop-
ment of students’ leadership skills 
through their efforts to serve their 
school, the community, or others in 
the world around them.  Evaluators 
of applications look for the student or 
students direct involvement in lead-
ing others during the execution of 
their project, not just doing something 
good by themselves. 
 In late January, 23 grants were 
presented to students at all campuses. 
They were:
Dripping Springs Elementary
Don’t Waste, Compost ($1,345); 
Buddy Bench ($605); DSES Math ($57)
Rooster Springs Elementary
Tiger Sewing Club ($275); Go Green 
($580); Code Crackers ($399); You 
Matter ($100); Book Club ($295)
Walnut Springs Elementary
Boxes of Joy ($1,065); WSES Choir 
($375); Code Monkey ($295).
Dripping Springs Middle School
Kids for Character/No Place for Hate 
($2,550); Dollars for Desserts ($450); 

Congratulations District Champs! HOSA Students Qualify

Both the boys’ and girls’ Tiger swim teams won district titles on Jan. 30. The 
DSHS boys’ diving team also took top honors. Katie Touhy was selected as the 
Girls District athlete of the Meet, Micah Slaton was the Boys District athlete 
of the Meet, and Coach andrea McCarthy was named Coach of the Year for 
both girls’ swimming and boys’ diving. A total of 25 swimmers qualified for re-
gional competition, which will be held Feb. 5-6 at the Lamar CISD natatorium.

Tiger Art ($837); Cooking Supplies 
($200); Tiger Shack ($1,000); 2020 
Lock-in ($1,249); Boys’ Volleyball 
($678); Bouncy Bands ($500). 
Dripping Springs High School
DSHS Dating Violence Awareness 
Advocacy Board ($500); NHS Banquet 
($1,000) DSHS Garden ($1,079).

at right, teacher Courtney Miehlke 
and students Lana Hargraves, Sophie 
Patent and Nathaniel Hemingway 
accept a grant for “Don’t Waste, 
Compost” from DSEF Board Member 
Mark Handley.

At left, grant is presented to 
DSMS student leaders who plan 
to hold an event and provide 
babysitting services in order to 
raise money for the purchase of 
cooking supplies for the Finc-
tional Academic class.   
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School Dis-

trict newsletter for parents, friends 
and the entire Dripping Springs 

community.
Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions should contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisdtx.

us).
 

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick

Ron Jones
Shannon O’Connor

Jon Thompson
Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing
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Strategic Plan/Logo 
Being Rolled Out

This spring Dripping Springs ISD is 
introducing its new five-year strategic 
plan that was approved by the Board 
of Trustees in 2015. In addition, a 
new logo has been developed for the 
district that portrays the plan’s major 
emphasis on personalized learning.  
Information on the strategic plan will 
be shared throughout the spring at 
meetings and forums. In addition, a 
brief video is being produced that will 
explain the plan. While some aspects 
of the plan already have started in 
some form, full implementation will 
begin during the 2016-17 school year. 
 

 Lisa Stoll, a fourth-grade teach-
er at Dripping Springs Elementary, 
has been nominated for the 2015-
16 national LifeChanger of the Year 
Award. Sponsored by the National Life 
Group Foundation, the LifeChanger 
of the Year program recognizes and 
rewards the best K-12 public and pri-
vate school educators and employees 
across the country  who are making a 
difference in the lives of students by 

DSE Teacher Nominated for National Award
exemplifying excellence, positive influ-
ence and leadership.
  Each school year, the 
LifeChanger of the Year program 
receives hundreds of nominations. For 
2015-16, a total of 16 winners will be 
chosen by the selection committee 
to receive cash awards that are split 
between the individual winner and 
their school. The national Grand Prize 
award is $10,000. 

 Kids College classes for 
elementary-aged students begin the 
week of Feb. 22 at all three elementa-
ry campuses.  The Spring 2016 catalog 
is filled with a wide variety of classes.  
Skateboarding, Cooking, Mad Science, 
Golf, Welding, Ballet, Spanish and 
CPR are just a few.  Please visit http://
drippingspringsisd.revtrak.net for a 
complete schedule of classes and to 
register online. 
 Community Services also has 
a Facebook page that shares informa-

The filing period to be placed on 
the ballot in the May 7, 2016, Drip-
ping Springs ISD Board of Trustees 
election is open until Feb. 19, 
2016. Application packets are avail-
able at the DSISD Administration 
Building. Qualifications and other 
information is available on the 
Board webpage.

Board Filing Period

Students who competed with Dripping Springs FFA and received recognition 
include:
Market Lamb Show
Overall Grand Champion and Medium Wool Breed Champion–Amy Bott; Fine-
wool Breed Champion–Hannah Fults
Market Swine Show
Reserve Breed Champion OPB–Ashtyn Bode; Champion Senior Showmanship– 
Hannah Fults
Market Steer Show
Overall Reserve Champion and Exotic Color Breed Champion–Emma Parks; Ex-
otic Black Breed Champion–Grace Baxter; American Breed Champion and Exotic 
Color Reserve Breed Champion–Andy Alba; British Reserve Breed Champion–
Kristin Alba; American Reserve Breed Champion–Caleb Coffman; Champion 
Senior Showmanship–Grace Baxter
Market Goat Show
Reserve Light Weight Division Champion–Brook Krenek
Market Rabbit Show
Overall Grand Champion–Brook Krenek
Home Skills
Overall Grand Champion–Caleb Beach
ag Mechanics
Overall Grand Champion–Mitchell Cragle, Daniel Lawson, Cody Lehman, and 
Nick Spillar
Breeding Gilt Show
Reserve Breed Champion OPB and Yorkshire–Carly Norton; Reserve Breed 
Champion Duroc and Commercial Gilt–Ashtyn Bode

tion about classes and registration; 
look for Dripping Springs ISD Commu-
nity Services. 

Dripping Springs Results at County Stock Show

Spring Kids College Classes Offered


