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IMPORTaNT DaTES
September 16
Board of Trustees Agenda Review 
Meeting and Public Forum on Design of 
Instructional Facilities, 6:00 p.m., Central 
Administration 

September 22
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration  

October 3
Coffee with DSISD, Rooster Springs 
Elementary, 7:30-9:00 a.m., Room A103

September 2014

DSHS Ranked Among Nation’s Best
 Dripping Springs High School 
is ranked among the 100 top high 
schools in the nation according to The 
Daily Beast’s ranking (formerly News-
week) released August 27.  DSHS is 
ranked 83rd in the country and eighth 
in the state of Texas. 
 Six indicators were used to com-
pare public high schools in the U.S., 
with graduation rates and college ac-
ceptance rates weighted most heavily. 
Other criteria included: college-level 
courses and exams (AP), percent-
age of students with free or reduced 
lunch, SAT scores, and ACT scores. The 
ranking also highlighted schools that 
excelled in each individual category. In 
the category “Rigor,” which included 
college-level courses and exams, Drip-
ping Springs High School ranked 42nd 
in the United States. 
 “Positioning students for suc-
cess in college and career is our goal, 
and we continue to create opportuni-
ties to help them on their educational 
journeys,” said DSHS Principal Joe 
Burns.  “Being recognized among the 
nation’s elite high schools is an honor, 
and it reflects the entire community’s 
commitment to educational excel-
lence.”

 Of the seven high schools in 
Texas that were ranked higher, only 
two (Lovejoy HS at #62 and Highland 
Park HS at #77) are four-year compre-
hensive public schools. 

Texas Schools in The Daily Beast
Top 100 U.S. High Schools

3)  School for Talented and Gifted,  
  Dallas
9)  School of Science/Engineering,  
  Dallas
36)  Uplift North Hills Prep, Irving
62)  Lovejoy HS
64)  Communications Arts HS, San  
  Antonio
73)  Southlake Carroll Senior HS
77)  Highland Park HS
83)  Dripping Springs HS
84)  Fort Worth Academy of the Arts
85)  NYOS Charter School, Austin
91)  Uplift Summit International  
  Prep, Arlington
92) Flower Mound HS
94) Sorrells School of Education and  
  Social Services, Dallas

 For a complete list, see: 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/arti-
cles/2014/08/27/america-s-top-high-
schools.html.

First Day of  School in Dripping Springs
At left, Walnut Springs El-
ementary assistant Principal 
Kellie Raymond welcomes 
a kindergartner to her new 
school. At right, Dripping 
Springs Middle School stu-
dents enter  the front door 
on the first day of school.



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 The beginning of the year went 
amazingly well thanks to the cooperation 
of students, staff and parents. We again 
experienced a marked increase in student 
enrollment this fall, which was expected. 
In fact, our projections were extremely 
close to actual numbers of students. At 
the end of the first week of school, we 
had 5,386 students. This represents nearly  
300 more students than were enrolled at 
the end of last year.
 Unless you are new to Dripping 
Springs, you are probably aware that last 
spring we passed a bond referendum. A 
significant portion of the bond package 
is dedicated to construction of a new 
elementary school and middle school on 
Sawyer Ranch Road. These schools will 
be connected to each other in order to 
achieve efficiencies and offer opportuni-

ties for collaboration for staff and stu-
dents. We are working with an architect 
to prepare preliminary designs for this 
campus, and will be seeking community 
input on concepts and plans. The con-
ceptual drawings and additional informa-
tion on what was included in the bond 
program are available on our website, and 
at www.dsisdbond.net. 
 In terms of our district and campus 
leadership, we have very few changes this 
year. At the district level, we recently wel-
comed Tiffany Duncan as the new Director 
of Human Resources. This will be the 
first full year for Athletic Director/Head 
Football Coach Joe McBride. DSMS has a 
new assistant principal in Eric Frederick-
son (eighth grade).  As a district we have 
welcomed more new teachers than any 
previous year (80) and are very pleased 

with the quality of talented professionals 
joining our team.
 Please plan to be involved in your 
children’s education and  stay connected 
to our schools. I know there are a lot of 
new families in our district, and I am sure 
they will learn quickly that our schools are 
the heart of the Dripping Springs commu-
nity. Encourage your children to explore 
their interests by participating in co-cur-
ricular and extra-curricular activities. We 
strive to help children connect with their 
passions, both academically and in other 
areas such as music, athletics, drama, 
journalism, speech, or robotics. Opportu-
nities are abundant!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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SUPERINTENDENT’S PODCASTS AVAILABLE
Superintendent Bruce Gearing introduces an innovative program or student 
achievement in a 3-4 minute podcast that is available on the DSISD website. The 
link to podcasts can be found on the left-side tool bar on the district website 
homepage (www.dsisd.txed.net) or on the Superintendent’s page. To be alerted 
when new podcasts are posted, sign up under the “Notify Me” function on the 
website (“Sign up to get email notifications, alerts, updates” is the second star 
below the map on the homepage). Approximately 12 podcasts are produced each 
semester, resulting in a new post every week and a half to two weeks.

Enrollment Hits 5,400 Students
 Dripping Springs ISD’s enrollment 
continues to grow, with just over 5,400 
students starting school this fall. As of 
Sept. 2, the enrollment of 5,403 rep-
resents a growth rate of 6.4% over the 
beginning of the 2013-14 school year.
 “Growth continues at strong pace, 
but our projections appear to be highly 
accurate,” noted Superintendent Bruce 
Gearing.  “Numbers validate our planning 
process that resulted in the bond proposi-
tion with instructional facilities to serve 
elementary and middle school students 
beginning in 2017. We know space will be 
tight between now and then, but we will 
continue to provide students with a high-
quality Dripping Springs education.”

CAMPUS-BY CAMPUS
ENROLLMENT (9.2.14)

Dripping Springs HS 1,587
Dripping Springs MS 1,241
Dripping Springs Elementary 912
Rooster Springs Elementary 819
Walnut Springs Elementary 844
TOTAL 5,403

 The new schools will initially serve 
850 students at the elementary level and 
850 at the middle school level. The middle 
school is being designed with the capa-
bility to expand to 1,200 students in the 
future. 

DS Alum Speaks at Convocation

DSHS graduate Preston Swincher was the 
keynote speaker at the district’s back-to-
school Convocation for employees. A pro-
fessional speaker, Preston shared humor 
and insight on the topic of generational 
differences. 
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August Board Meeting Briefs
 At the August 25 Board of Trustees 
meeting, Dripping Springs Education Foun-
dation president Joanne Inscore present-
ed an report for the 2013-14 fiscal year. 
She reported that DSEF awarded approxi-
mately $55,000 in innovative teaching 
grants and more than $7,000 in student 
leadership grants. In addition, a yet-to-be-
determined grant will be awarded for a 
district program.  
 Architect Konrad Judd from Hucka-
bee and Associates provided an update on 
the design of the new elementary school 
and middle school campus. He showed 
a site plan of the property that featured 
outdoor features and entrances, and 
displayed the land’s topography. Mr. Judd 
also introduced a preliminary schematic 

plan for the interior of the facility.  
 Two contracts were approved: the 
construction manager at risk for the in-
structional facilities in the bond program 
(Lee Lewis Construction) and a parking lot 
paving project (Alpha Paving). The Board 
approved membership on the School 
Health Advisory Council (SHAC) and pur-
chase of some new band instruments. 
  Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
reviewed updated enrollment numbers as 
of August 25 (5,386 district-wide). 
 Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness Services Elaine Cogburn introduced 
the monthly financial reports.    
 Assistant Superintendent for Learn-
ing and Innovation Greg Jung provided 

a summary of the state accountability 
ratings for 2014. All five campuses and the 
district Met Standard based on state crite-
ria. Mr. Jung also summarized how distinc-
tions are determined; Dripping Springs 
High School received five distinctions and 
Dripping Springs Elementary earned one.
 In September, an agenda review 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 
16, and the regular Board meeting is 
Sept. 22. The agenda review meeting 
will be preceded by a public forum at 6 
p.m. on the schematic design of the new 
elementary school and middle school that 
were included in the 2014 bond program.  
Meetings are held in the Board Room at 
the DSISD Administration Building.

Dripping Springs ISD again will host community coffees this school year. Parents 
and members of the Dripping Springs community are welcome to visit, ask 
DSISD administrators questions, and share ideas. This is a great opportunity for 
parents who are new to the district to learn more about DSISD.  

A fall coffee and a spring coffee have been scheduled:

CoffeeWith DSISD 

October 3, 2014, 7:30-9:00 a.m.
Rooster Springs Elementary
Room A103
 
January 30, 2015, 7:30-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs Middle School
Room C102 

Public Forum 
Scheduled on Design

At the beginning of the Sept. 16 
Board agenda review meeting, a 
short presentation will be given on 
the preliminary schematic design 
for the new elementary school and 
middle school to be built on Sawyer 
Ranch Road, followed by an opportu-
nity for public comment. Architects 
from Huckabee will be present, as 
well as Board members and district 
administration. The meeting will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 
16, in the Board Room at the DSISD 
Administration Building.   

“Leader in Me” Is Rolled Out at Elementary Schools
 Elementary schools in Dripping 
Springs ISD are changing school cul-
ture! “The Leader in Me” is a program 
designed to develop and nurture 
leadership skills in elementary-age 
children based on ideas from Stephen 
R. Covey, best-selling author of “The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People.” 
 Approximately 1,500 schools 
across the country have implemented 
this program, a process that builds 
a leadership-focused school culture. 
Leader in Me is not simply a character 
program where weekly lessons are 
taught or concepts introduced. The 
approach is “ubiquitous,” with the 
concepts being incorporated into all 

types of lessons and classroom activi-
ties in all subject areas, as well as the 
school vernacular. 
 The Leader in Me has produced 
transformational results such as 
higher academic achievement, fewer 
discipline problems, and increased 
engagement among teachers and 
parents. Even more importantly, The 
Leader in Me equips students with the 
self-confidence and skills they need to 
thrive in the 21st Century.
 The entire staffs at the three el-
ementary schools and several district 
leaders participated in a three-day 
training delivered by representatives 
of the FranklinCovey organization on 
August 18-20. 

 Two campuses – Dripping 
Springs Elementary and Walnut 
Springs Elementary – were selected 
from hundreds of schools across the 
country to receive grants from the I 
Am A Leader Foundation, a national, 
private grant-making charity, to imple-
ment The Leader in Me.
 Evidence of The Leader in Me 
already is visible at the three cam-
puses. From bulletin boards to front 
entrance art, the spirit of leadership is 
permeating Dripping Springs elemen-
tary schools!
 The district eventually plans to 
expand the program into the middle 
and high schools.



Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs Independent 
School District newsletter for parents, friends and the 

entire Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or story suggestions, 
please contact Director of Communications Dale 

Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Ron Jones

Tim Kurpiewski
Caroline Pekarek
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• DSHS pep rallies will have a fresh format that includes school-wide spirit chants and the birth of new traditions!
• As of Sept. 2, the Lady Tiger volleyball team is ranked fifth in the state (5A) by the Texas Girls Coaches Association.
• Meet the Teacher Night will be held Sept. 15 from 6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Meet the Teacher Night will be held Sept. 4 from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
• Seventh-grader Hayden Pritchett was invited to attend the Lone Star Leadership Academy in Dallas-Ft. Worth area this sum-

mer. Selection is based on based on demonstrated academic success and leadership ability, an educator recommendation, and 
involvement in school/community activities. 

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Parent orientation for Grades K, 2 and 4 will be held on Sept. 9 and for Grades 1, 3 and 5 on Sept. 11. 
• DSES is planning to participate in a nationwide sing-along of “The Star-Spangled Banner” at noon on Sept. 12, 2014. This 

activity is part of the national “9/12 Generation Project.” 

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Rooster Springs Elementary School in Dripping Springs ISD has joined the WeatherBug Schools Network. The school has in-

stalled a new WeatherBug weather station and web-based educational software tools. The station is able to provide weather 
data for meteorological teams at KVUE news stations across the country, to broadcast online and on-air. The weather station 
also will be used to enhance the science, technology and math school curriculum using the WeatherBug Achieve program. 

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The fifth grade will host a “Jog-a-Thon” at the beginning of the school day on Sept. 5. It will run from 7:50 a.m.-8:35 a.m.
• Walnut Springs morning announcements are now being done by fifth-grade students. Students plan and read the scripts 

for the video broadcasts.
• Grandparents Day will be recognized at lunchtime on both Sept. 11 and Sept. 12.
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SCHOOLHOUSE
SCRAMBLE
SCHOOLHOUSE
SCRAMBLE
20142014

REACH HIGHER.  
INSPIRE.

PLAY GOLF.

Tee up to support DSISD students and teachers at our  

5TH ANNUAL SCHOOLHOUSE SCRAMBLE
Thursday, October 16, 2014 

Grey Rock Golf Club
$600 – Team of Four  ::  $175 – Single Player

Includes: greens fees, cart, driving range, lunch, dinner and drink ticket,   
and a ‘Bounce Back Card’ for free greens fee

Various Prizes Awarded — Sponsorships Available

Sign up now! — dseducationfoundation.org
Reach Higher. Inspire.

dseducationfoundation.org An independent 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, DSEF provides 
accountability to its donors for the dollars raised.

Details and Registration  ::  dseducationfoundation.org

TITLE SPONSOR OF THE 5TH ANNUAL SCHOOLHOUSE SCRAMBLE 

INVITES YOU TO 

The Dripping Springs Education Foundation was formed as an 
all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 1992, with 
a mission to support academic goals and achievement at 
every school in Dripping Springs ISD by raising and allocating 
private-sector funds. In addition to its annual giving campaign, 
DSEF hosts the Schoolhouse Scramble in the fall and the Gala 
in the spring. See www.dseducationfoundation.org for more 
information.


