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IMPORTaNT DaTES
March 13
Elementary grading period ends; second-
ary interim reports

March 16-19
Spring Break

March 23 
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

March 24
Kinder/PreK Registration, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 
p.m., Board Room, Central Administration

March 26
Kinder/PreK Registration, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 
p.m., Board Room, Central Administration

March 30
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration

March 2015

DSHS Wrestler Is State Champion 
 Tiger wrestler Luke Hodsden 
won the state title in the 182-pound 
division in 5A, finishing off an unde-
feated season. In the championship 
match, Hodsden recorded an 8-5 
decision over Austin Vonderheid of 
Frisco Centennial High School after 
pinning his first two opponents in the 
state tournament. Hodsden is the only 
wrestler in DSHS history to record a 
perfect season.
 Teammate Jonah Ribera placed 
third at 138 pounds by recording a 7-2 
decision over McCallum High School’s 
Rondall Daniels. 
 Also earning a spot in the tourn-
ament based on his regional finish was 
Scott Hodsden.
 Thanks to the points earned 
by Hodsden and Ribera, DSHS placed 
11th out of 81 schools represented in 
the team standings.State Champion Luke Hodsden

Kinder/PreK Registration Planned
 Dripping Springs ISD will hold 
registration for incoming students 
starting Kindergarten or PreK in the 
fall of 2015 on March 24 and March 
26 at the DSISD Administration Build-
ing (510 W. Mercer St.) from 8:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Kindergartners must be 5 
years old by Sept. 1, 2015.
 For both Kindergarten and Pre-
K students, parents should bring proof 
of residency (electric bill and copy 
of lease/warranty deed/property tax 
statement with homestead exemp-
tion listed), child’s birth certificate and 
immunization record, as well as child’s 
Social Security card and parent’s 
photo ID.
 DSISD offers three types of Pre-
K for children who will be 4 years old 
by Sept. 1, 2015:
• Tuition-based for district residents
• Free for children who qualify as 
Economically Disadvantaged (national 

free/reduced lunch program), Limited 
English Proficiency, child of active or 
injured military, or is either home-
less or has been in foster care. Due to 
federal guidelines, income status must 
be verified on or after July 27, 2015; 
space will be reserved for the child 
until then. For those who are enrolling 
a child with Limited English Profi-
ciency, the child should be present for 
language testing.
• Tuition-based for out-of-district 
residents, limited capacity; application 
should be submitted.
 Information also will be avail-
able on after-school care at all three 
campuses offered through the DSISD 
Community Services Department. 

School make-up day is Friday, April 3, 2015.



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 It never ceases to amaze me 
how talented our students are and 
how many ways they are recognized 
for their achievements.  Congratula-
tions to state champion Luke Hodsden 
and Bronze medalist Jonah Ribera in 
wrestling and to Silver Medalist Micah 
Slaton in swimming. Congratulations 
to Andja Bjeletich and Seeley Haas 
for winning the Texas Association of 
Pupil Transportation regional speech 
contest.  Congratulations to Katelynne 
Marsan, Zachary Reid, and other stu-
dents at all levels who were successful 
at the Regional Science Festival. 
 I am grateful to share our stu-
dents’ experiences and successes not 
only as a superintendent, but also as a 
parent. There is nothing more reward-
ing than watching a child discover a 
passion, then excel in it. Like all of us, 
kids are more motivated when they 
love what the are doing. While that 
doesn’t necessarily mean we can let 
our students pick and choose what 
subjects they want to study and let 
others be ignored, we can give them 

opportunities to extend themselves in 
areas where they thrive.  We can still 
cover all subject areas as required by 
the state, while creating ways they can 
cultivate their special talents. Events 
like science fairs, extracurricular activi-
ties, AP classes, internships ... plus 
many others ... present those types of 
opportunities. Our teachers and staff 
help students identify the avenues 
that offer opportunities to expand 
their horizons. Sometimes students 
don’t even know that a certain area 
of interest suits them until someone 
encourages them to try it. 
 I was recently copied on a parent 
email to DSHS teacher Christy Trussell 
that resonated with me. It was about 
a student who recently tried her hand 
at speech and debate. The parent 
said: “Thank you for seeing something 
in her, for selecting her for this debate 
competition, for believing in her, and 
pushing her! You are teaching her so 
much more than “debate”..... these 

skills she is crafting will carry her so 
far.” That’s what connecting students 
with their passions is all about!
 We continue to watch what is 
happening at the Capitol during the 
legislative session. Many bills related 
to education have been filed. I recent-
ly had the opportunity to meet with 
our State Representative, Jason Isaac, 
to discuss how many of these items 
would affect Dripping Springs ISD. I 
also shared with him what priorities 
are emerging for our district in areas 
such as accountability and finance. 
We have summarized these areas and 
posted them on the DSISD website; 
see “Legislative Information” on the 
gold toolbar at www.dsisd.txed.net.
  Have a wonderful Spring Break!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Five individuals have filed paperwork to run for a 
position on the DSISD Board of Trustees in the May 9 
election. Three positions will be open.
 Candidates are (in ballot order): 
 * Carrie Fontana-Kroll
 * Joe Harris
 * Shannon O’Connor
 * Mary Jane Hetrick
 * Anthony Aristar 
 Currently, the positions are held by Tim Kurpiewski 
and Caroline Pekarek, who are not seeking re-election, 
and Fontana-Kroll. 
 Dripping Springs trustees do not represent “plac-
es.” The top three vote-getters will be elected. 
 Biographies of all five candidates soon will be pub-
lished on the DSISD website; see www.dsisd.txed.net/
election.

Five File for School Board
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February Board Meeting Briefs
 Recognitions at the Feb. 23 
Board of Trustees meeting were 
postponed until the March 30 meet-
ing because of the threat of inclement 
weather.
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
provided a brief update on bond-
related projects. He reported that 
City Council had indicated a desire 
for the road from 290 to the stadium 
to extend farther (to Golden Eagle) 
than the district had planned; this 
discussion is ongoing. Discussion on 
the right of way for the road contin-
ues. The district expects to bid both 
projects for construction (instructional 
facilities and athletic projects) in mid-
March.
 Assistant Superintendent for 
Learning and Innovation Diane Flaim 

shared information about STAAR 
results and the differences between 
overall district results and results for 
economically disadvantaged students.   
 The Board took action on several 
items including a resolution, order and 
notice of the May 9, 2015, election 
for DSISD Board of Trustees, as well as 
election agreements with the City of 
Dripping Springs and Hays County.
 Also approved were participa-
tion in the State of Texas Charge Card 
Program, lease-purchase for six school 
buses, and the Health, Nutrition, and 
Wellness Plan 2014-15 Update.
 Superintendent Bruce Gear-
ing provided an enrollment update 
and pointed out a subdivision notice 
received by the district. 
 Assistant Superintendent for 

Business Services Elaine Cogburn 
introduced the monthly financial 
reports and pointed out that fund 
balance designations were included in 
the budget updates for January. She 
also shared information about em-
ployee survey results that are being 
analyzed, shared, and will be used in 
future planning. Director of Human 
Resources Tiffany Duncan answered 
some Board member questions about 
response rate, survey design, and next 
steps.
  The regular March Board meet-
ing will be March 30, 2015. An agenda 
review meeting will be held March 23, 
2015. Both meetings start at 6 p.m. in 
the Board Room at the DSISD Adminis-
tration Building.

 Dripping Springs High School 
was represented by 24 pieces of 
student artwork at the recent VASE 
(Visual Arts Scholastic Event) area/
regional competition. The event is 
sponsored by the Texas Art Education 
Association. DSHS students presented 
their work and defended their pieces 
in front of a judges’ panel; entries 
were given scores ranging from 1-4.
 Of the pieces entered, 22 Drip-
ping Springs students earned medals 
by receiving Superior ratings of 4, 
which is considered “all-region” rec-
ognition. Four of those entries then 
were named “all-area,” which means 
they have qualified for the state com-
petition.
 The state qualifiers are (with 
title of artwork):
Maisie Anderson – “Evelyn & 
Meghan” (graphite)
Rachel Fournier – “Spaced Out” (col-
ored pencil)
Sophia Schroeder – “Under the Sea” 
(pastel)
Hannah Warwick – “More than Art” 
(acrylic)
 The 2015 State VASE competi-
tion will be held April 4 at Bryan High 
School in Bryan, Texas.

Student Artwork Advances to VASE State
At left, “Spaced Out” by 
Rachel Fournier , “Un-
der the Sea” by Sophie 
Schroeder, and “Evelyn & 
Meghan” by Maisie Ander-
son.
Below,  “More than Art” 
by Hannah Warwick.
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 Dripping Springs ISD continues 
to work with Huchabee Architects and 
staff to design and plan for construc-
tion of projects associated with the 
2014 bond program. Look for news on 
these projects at: www.dsisdbond.net; 
click on “Design Updates.”
 Since January, the only change 
that has been made to the design/
layout of the elementary school and 
middle school to be built on Sawyer 
Ranch Road was an adjustment to the 
elementary school’s entry driveway 
near the parent parking area in the 
front of the building. 
 In January, the Board of Trustees 
approved design development for the 
athletic package included in the bond 
program. The design of those athletic 
facilities on the Dripping Springs High 
School campus, which consist of a 
baseball/softball complex, additional 
locker room facilities/field house, and 
the stadium, is nearly complete. 
Here are a few updates:
• A decision was made in January 
to use artificial turf rather than natu-
ral grass on the baseball and softball 
fields. 

• The field house at the south side 
of the stadium includes locker rooms 
for varsity and JV/freshman football, 
team meeting rooms, coaches’ offices, 
a training room, a weight room, and 
a ticket office. The plan is to have all 
football teams vacate the current 
field house locker rooms and turn 
them over to other sports, including 
baseball and softball team that now 
will need facilities at that location. 
In addition, a wrestling room will be 
created in the current field house, as 
the weight room will be reduced in 
size because it will be serving fewer 
athletes at any given time (smaller 
teams).
• The district continues to work 
on an agreement regarding the right 
of way for the road extension to 290. 
The exact location of the road also is 
still under negotiation.
 The construction manager at 
risk for the elementary school and 
middle school campus is Lee Lewis 
Construction. The Board approved 
CSP (Competitive Sealed Proposal) as 
the construction delivery method for 
athletic projects. Construction docu-

ments for both projects will go out 
for bid (to subcontractors) in March. 
Groundbreaking will occur sometime 
in April.
 Residents may stop by the DSISD 
Administration Building to view sever-
al visual items that provide additional 
information about the new instruc-
tional and athletic facilities.  Available 
for viewing are:
• poster-size renditions of the 
new elementary school, middle school 
(exterior and interior), and stadium
• a display of sample materials 
that will be used for exterior and inte-
rior finishes (such as rock, tile, carpet, 
etc.) 
• handouts that have been pro-
vided to the DSISD Board of Trustees 
including layout and site plans for the 
elementary school and middle school
• map of the high school campus 
site where new athletic facilities will 
be located
 The DSISD Administration Build-
ing is located at 510 W. Mercer St. It 
is open Monday through Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Update on Projects from 2014 Bond Program

 Dripping Springs High School 
senior Jacob Welborn signed a nation-
al letter of intent on Feb. 4, announc-
ing his commitment to continue his 
athletic career at the United States Air 
Force Academy.
 Welborn, an offensive line-
man, has been a two-year starter for 
the DSHS Tigers. As a senior, he was 
named to the All-District First Team, 
the Academic All-District Team, and 
the Academic All-State Team. It was 
his second year to receive academic 
all-district honors. He was a member 
of the Tiger Football Leadership Coun-
cil entering into his senior year.
 “Jacob has been a model 
student-athlete; his leadership and 
effort academically has made him a 
model young man and a tremendous 
mentor for younger student athletes,” 
said DSHS Head Coach Joe McBride. “ 
Welborn is considering majoring in 
either Political Science or Electrical 
Engineering in college.
 Welborn is the third senior to 

sign a national letter of intent this 
year. In the fall, Aly Fowler (softball, 
West Liberty State University) and 
Jade Beerman (volleyball, Northwest-
ern State University) announced their 
plans to play at the collegiate level.

Welborn Commits on Signing Day

Senior Jacob Welborn signed a nation-
al letter of intent to play football at 
the United States Air Force Academy.

Superintendent’s 
Podcasts

 Superintendent’s podcasts 
– highlighting various programs, 
lessons, and student achieve-
ments – are posted regularly at 
www.dsisd.txed.net/podcasts. 
Each lasts between 3-4 minutes 
and features student and staff 
interviews. 

 So far this semester, pod-
casts have been posted on:
• DSISD Secondary Science Fair
• DSMS Sixth-Grade “Roman 

Battle”
• RSE Fifth-Graders E-Books
• WSE Culture of Caring
• DSE Muster Day 

New podcasts are posted every 
1-2 weeks!



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• The DSHS Policy Debate Team won the District 25-6A title, competing in a 17-team field. Dripping Springs student 

teams captured both first and second place. Each team recorded six straight wins each while debating for nine total 
hours in one day. The team of Ryan Love and Shelton Stewart placed first, and Katy Reeves and Ames O’Boyle were 
second. Both teams will advance to the UIL State Tournament held over Spring Break at UT. This is the third year for 
DSHS to be District Champions in Policy Debate.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Ryan Nowicki is a semifinalist is the 2015 Texas National Georgraphic State Bee competition. The contest will be 

held March 27 in Bedford, Texas. State winners advance to the National Geographic Bee.
• The DSMS theatre production “Zink: The Myth, the Legend, the Zebra” will be performed March 5, 6 and 7 at 7 

p.m. in the cafeteria. 
• Non-varsity choirs will hold their spring concert at the DSHS auditorium on Tuesday, March 10, starting at 7 p.m.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• A Leader in Me Coffee with Principals will be held Friday, March 13, at 8:00 a.m.
• Field trips are planned this month for kindergarten, second grade, and third grade.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• On Monday, March 12, Rooster Springs Elementary will hold an open house and art show from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
• RSE will hold a Kids Walk to Cure Diabetes on Friday, March 13. 

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• A Principal/PTA Coffee is scheduled for Friday, March 27, 2015, from 8:00-8:30 a.m.
• A Family Learning Night featuring a Literacy/Book Exchange is scheduled for Thursday, March 26, 2015, from 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
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DSHS students Seeley Haas and Andja 
Bjeletich won the Texas Association of 
Pupil Transportation State Bus Safety 
Regional Contest for their respective 
age divisions and qualified for the 
state competition in April. Seeley took 
top honors among freshmen and An-
dja won the sophomore division. Their 
topic was “Creating a Bully-Free Zone 
on Buses.” The students delivered 
an original, memorized 4-6 minute 
speech and were judged by Trans-
portation officials in Central Texas. 
They competed against students from 
across Central Texas and won a schol-
arship; both will compete for addition-
al scholarship funds at Region XII.

New Custom App for DSISDRegional TAPT Winners
 A new custom app has been 
designed for Dripping Springs ISD 
families and will be available for use 
this month. The app provides a quick 
connection to several of the most fre-
quently sought pieces of information 
from the district website. 
 One important feature of the 
app is the ability to customize the 
News and Calendar functions based 
on what campuses children attend. 
This can be done by clicking on the 
Settings button in the top right corner, 
then indicating what campuses are 
desired.  District news and calendar 
items will default as a selection unless 
requested differently. 
 In addition, to News and Cal-
endar, other icons on the main screen 
are: Directory of staff at all campuses 
and departments; Family Access link; 
Payments for cafeteria, district fees 
and Community Ed programs; Ath-
letics with links to individual sports, 
Fine Arts to connect with Band/Col-
orguard, Theatre, Choir, Dance, and 
Visual Arts;  District for a map and 
some basic links; Schools for links to 

each campus; Resources that includes  
Student and Employee Handbooks, 
bus routes, and school supply lists; 
Notifications to sign up for alerts; and 
Menus.  



Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs 
Independent School District 

newsletter for parents, friends and 
the Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions, please contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.

txed.net). 
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD

Board of Trustees:
Barbara Stroud, president

Shelly Reeves, vice president
Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary

Ron Jones
Tim Kurpiewski

Caroline Pekarek
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing
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Regional Science Fair Success
 Dripping Springs 
ISD was represented by 
112 student projects (70 
secondary, 42 elemen-
tary) at the 2015 Austin 
Energy Regional Science 
Festival held Feb. 19-20, 
with many projects being 
recognized.
 At the secondary 
level, three projects placed 
first in their categories and 
one placed second; these 
projects have earned the 
right to advance to the 
ExxonMobil Texas Science 
and Engineering Fair 
March 26-29, 2015, in San 
Antonio.
 Sophomore Katelynne Marsan’s 
project, “Effects of Collaboration on 
Student Productivity, Accuracy and 
Retention,” was first in Behavioral 
and Social Sciences and won a special 
award from the American Psychologi-
cal Association. It received a “Best in 
Fair” designation, which automatically 
qualifies Katelynne for the Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair in 
Pittsburgh this May.
 Sophomore Zach Reid’s project, 
“Evaporation Prevention Monolayers,” 
placed second in the Environmental 
Management category and won three 
special awards: the Excellence in Wa-
ter Award, Stockholm Jr. Water Prize 
and Superintendent’s Award.
 Also placing first was Ben Mar-
san’s project “Accelerating Machine 
Leaning with Graphical Processing 

Units” in the category Computer Sci-
ence, and Christian Pundt’s Project 
“It’s Not a Fase” in Behavioral and 
Social Sciences. Those two projects re-
ceived Broadcom Masters SSP Awards.
 In addition, the four DSISD sec-
ondary students who placed first or 
second were invited to present their 
projects at the SXSW Edu Conference 
in March.
 Students from all three DSISD 
elementary schools (Dripping Springs 
Elementary, Rooster Springs Elemen-
tary, Walnut Springs Elementary) were 
successful at the festival, where proj-
ects receive either a first-, second-, or 
third-place designation. Twenty-two 
individual projects took top honors in 
their respective categories, more than 
half of those entered.

Big Tigers Greet Little Tigers
Dripping Springs High 
School football players have 
been visiting all three DSISD 
elementary schools every 
Friday to help with morn-
ing drop-off. Players greet 
students and parents, hold 
doors, and help children 
unload from cars. In photo, 
Robert Credeur welcomes 
Dripping Springs Elemen-
tary students as he helps 
them unload.

 Tiger swimmer Micah Slaton 
was the state runner-up and Silver 
Medalist in the 100-Yard Backstroke 
at the UIL Swimming Championships 
with a time of 51.01. Micah also 
placed fourth in the 100-Yard Butterfly 
(50.52).
 Also qualifying for the Tigers 
was Ali Andros in the 200-Yard Indi-
vidual Medley and 500-Yard Freestyle. 
She placed seventh in the IM with a 
time of 2:10.86. Jordan Adkins quali-
fied in both the 200-Yard Freestyle, as 
did the 400-Yard relay team of Adkins, 
Andros, Elena Lundeen and Katie 
Touhy. Sophomore Katelynne Marsan was awarded “Best 

of Show” for her project on student productivity. 

State Swim Meet

State Silver Medalist 
Micah Slaton


