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IMPORTaNT DaTES
April 3
Weather Make-Up Day

April 17
Secondary grading period ends; elemen-
tary interim reports

April 20 
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

April 21-22
STAAR Testing

April 27
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration

April 2015

DSISD Earns Gold Leadership Circle Award
 Dripping Springs ISD has earned 
a 2014 Gold Leadership Circle Award 
from the Texas State Comptroller’s 
Office in recognition of the district’s 
financial transparency. This is the third 
consecutive year that DSISD has been 
honored with the Gold Leadership 
Circle Award.
 The Texas Comptroller Leader-
ship Circle program was launched in 
December of 2009 to recognize local 
government entities across Texas 
that strive to meet a high standard 
for financial transparency online. The 
award, which is based on 20 criteria, 
recognizes local governments that are:
• opening their books to the public
• providing clear, consistent pictures 
of spending
• sharing information in a user-friend-
ly format that lets taxpayers easily drill 
down for more information.
 Since its inception the program 
has included three levels of recogni-
tion: Gold, Silver and Bronze, and a 
fourth designation of Platinum was 

added this year. DSISD is now included 
on the Comptroller’s “Texas Transpar-
ency” website.
 Dripping Springs ISD also 
learned in December that it received 
the highest possible rating of five stars 
on the 2014 FAST (Financial Allocation 
Study for Texas) report released by 
the Texas Comptroller’s Office. The re-
port measures the academic progress 
and financial efficiency of Texas public 
school districts and charter schools. 
Statewide, only 28 districts and 18 
charter schools received the five-star 
rating.

DSISD Hosts Judges Committee
a team of judges 
visited Dripping 
Springs in early 
March as part of 
the H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education 
awards program. 
DSISD is one of 
six finalists in the 
state for the 2015 
Large District of the 
Year.  At left, senior 
Bevyn Howard 
explains the senior 
portfolio process to 
three judges.

http://www.texastransparency.org/local/index.php


Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 As we enter April, we are in the 
homestretch of this school year.  In 
all of our roles – as students, parents, 
teachers, staff, administrators – I hope 
we can maintain a high energy level, 
concentration, and enthusiasm to fin-
ish 2014-15 on a great note!
 Several assessments (STAAR and 
End-of-Course exams) required by the 
state of Texas also are scheduled in 
April.  While assessments like STAAR 
and other exams have value for teach-
ers and administrators to identify stu-
dent progress and respond immedi-
ately to any gaps that exist, we do not 
put a tremendous amount of focus on 
the test itself. Certainly our teachers 
do a great job of preparing students 
so that they can feel confident in 
their abilities, but there is much more 
to the learning process than what 
students can complete in a few hours. 
As parents we can help prepare our 
children by making sure they receive 
a full night’s sleep and have a good 
breakfast on test days. The question 
really is how many tests are appropri-

ate for students? In 2013, the state 
greatly reduced the number of end-
of-course exams and some reduction 
for lower grades is being considered 
in the current legislative session. This 
is one of the topics (specifically the 
Writing test) on which I have testified 
at the Capitol in recent weeks. I also 
have shared information on the health 
care program (TRS ActiveCare) that 
our district is locked into using, the 
Instructional Materials Allotment, and 
K-3 Reading Academies.
 We have received a great re-
sponse to our new district app. This 
app was developed using input from 
parents and other stakeholders and 
should streamline access to informa-
tion. As a district we also are working 
on a “rebranding” process that will 
result in a new district logo (to replace 
the DS in the outline of the state of 
Texas). We will, however, continue to 
use the current athletic logo (the DS 
in the paw). Within the next year we 
also will start conversations about 
the new elementary school and new 

middle school in terms of names, col-
ors, mascots, etc.
 We are getting close to breaking 
ground on the new instructional facili-
ties on Sawyer Ranch Road and athlet-
ic facilities behind the high school. We 
are pleased with the designs that have 
been developed in partnership with 
Huckabee Architects and approved by 
the Board.
 One quick note regarding our up-
coming Board election: April 9 will be 
the last day to register to vote in the 
May 9 election. We have three open 
Board positions being sought by five 
candidates (see box below) so make 
sure you exercise your right to vote.
 Best wishes for a great final few 
months of school! 
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Five individuals have filed paperwork to run 
for a position on the DSISD Board of Trustees in the 
May 9 election. Three positions are open.
 Candidates are (in ballot order): 
 * Carrie Fontana-Kroll
 * Joe Harris
 * Shannon O’Connor
 * Mary Jane Hetrick
 * Anthony Aristar 
 Currently, the positions are held by Tim Kur-
piewski and Caroline Pekarek, who are not seeking 
re-election, and Fontana-Kroll. 
 Dripping Springs trustees do not represent 
“places.” The top three vote-getters will be elected. 
 Biographies of the candidates are available on 
the DSISD website; see www.dsisd.txed.net/elec-
tion.

Board Election May 9

The Rooster Springs Student Council recently led a walk in 
support of JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) and 
raised $9,000. Three diabetic RSE students were active in rais-
ing awareness and helping coordinate the walk.

RSE Supports Juvenile Diabetes 
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March Board Meeting Briefs
 The “Tiger Times” at Dripping 
Springs Elementary was featured in 
the Campus Spotlight. 
 There were many recognitions 
at the meeting: DSHS state qualifiers 
in art, swimming and wrestling; DSISD 
state qualifiers in the PTA Reflections 
contest, the DSISD Child Nutrition 
Department for an Excellent rating by 
the Texas Department of Agriculture, 
DSISD counselors in honor of School 
Counselors Week, and Texas Public 
Schools Month.
 The following staff members 
received Above and Beyond Awards: 
Jenni Grumbles (DSE), Melanie 
Dykhoff and Sarah Chew (WSE), Terri 
Westby (RSE), Joe Davis, Carrie Strain 
and Charles Glaubach (DSMS), and 

Cindy Reynolds (DSHS).
 Jason Andrus from the archi-
tectural firm Huckabee provided a 
brief update on the design of the new 
athletic facilities at Dripping Springs 
High School. He also gave an update 
on the road that will be built from the 
stadium to 290.
 A presentation was made by 
Joe Rodriguez of Daktronics Elec-
tronics about potential options for 
scoreboards for the new stadium and 
baseball/softball complex.   
 The Board took action on several 
items including RFPs for apparel, 
uniforms and wireless network equip-
ment, resolutions to support nomina-
tion of Bruce Gearing as TASB Super-
intendent of the Year and for quality 

full-day pre-K programs. The Board 
also approved the district’s legislative 
priorities for the current session. 
 Superintendent Bruce Gear-
ing provided an enrollment update 
and shared information about a pilot 
program being implemented by Hays 
County for placement of vehicles 
equipped with cameras in school 
zones that would monitor speed. In 
addition, he shared several notifica-
tions on subdivisions, wastewater 
plans, and other items. 
  The regular April Board meet-
ing will be April 27, 2015. An agenda 
review meeting will be held April 20, 
2015. Both meetings start at 6 p.m. in 
the Board Room at the DSISD Adminis-
tration Building.

DSISD Child Nutrition Program Honored
 The Dripping Springs ISD Child 
Nutrition program has received an 
“Excellent” designation and perfect 
rating by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture following a recent admin-
istrative review (audit).  In addition to 
a review of district-wide operations, a 
site visit and audit was conducted at 
Rooster Springs Elementary. The com-
prehensive audit examined multiple 
factors such as compliance, meal com-
ponents, food production and safety, 
wellness policy, cleanliness, manage-
ment of the free and reduced lunch 
program, nutritional analysis, and bid 
procedures.
 DSISD also was honored recent-
ly by Food Service Director magazine. 

The publication rated school cafeterias 
in 3,868 districts across the country 
based on district spending statistics 
and survey responses by students 
and parents. DSISD ranked 28th in the 
country according to the poll. A high 
ranking indicates that districts offer a 
variety of healthy, quality food op-
tions, accommodate various dietary 
preferences like vegan and gluten-
free, and the students rate the quality 
of food favorably.  The methodology 
incorporated data gathered through 
the National Center for Education Sta-
tistics and survey responses collected 
by niche.com.
 Dripping Springs ISD’s Director 
of Child Nutrition is John Crowley.

Kinder/PreK Registration Held; Additional Dates Planned in Summer
Registration for students starting kindergarten or pre-K 
this fall was held in late March at the DSISD Administra-
tion Building; approximately 185 kindergarten students 
and 130 pre-K students completed the process. Future 
registration opportunities will be hosted by campuses 
this summer. Elementary and middle school students may 
register at their respective schools on June 15 or August 
3 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, call cam-
pus registrars. Incoming high school students must make 
an appointment with a high school counselor during 
summer 2015 office hours including the weeks of June 
15-19 and August 3-7; the Counseling Office number is 
512.858.3103. At right, Walnut Springs Elementary coun-
selor Melissa Fleming (far left) and registrar Diana Perry 
assist parents registering children for fall of 2015.

Dripping Springs ISD is now ac-
cepting applications for providers 
of Off-Campus Physical Educa-
tion. The Texas Education Agency 
allows school districts to provide 
required PE credit for students 
participating in off-campus activi-
ties that meet state requirements 
and local policies, but requires 
them to provide a list of quali-
fied service providers in advance 
of offering the credit option to 
students and parents. DSISD will 
be accepting applications be-
tween now and April 10, 2015, for 
providers for the 2015-16 school 
year. More information is avail-
able on the DSISD website.

Off-Campus PE Providers

http://www.dsisd.txed.net/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2067
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On March 27, Ryan Nowicki competed against the other 99 top-scoring stu-
dents in Texas at the National Geographic State Geography Bee in Bedford, 
Texas.  Ryan did not miss a single question in the preliminary and tie-breaking 
rounds, thus qualifying for the final round of the top 10 scoring students in the 
state. Ryan is the first student in DSMS school history to advance to the final 10 
students at this event. In fact, he was among the top nine finishers in the state 
before being eliminated at the same time as one other finalist. 

DSMS Student Top 10 in State Geography Bee
Ryan Nowicky (fourth 
from left) was among 
the top 10 finishers 
in Texas at the state 
Geography Bee.

DS Elementary Schools Jump High!
        Dripping 
Springs High 
School is the 
home of the 
very first 
coach in the 
Austin/Cen-
tral Texas/Hill 
Country area 
to be se-
lected as the 
Fellowship of 
Christian Ath-

letes Coach of the Year: girls’ basket-
ball coach Laura Joiner.
 Coach Joiner was selected by 
the local FCA Area Director and staff 
after an overwhelming amount of evi-
dence was presented that attested to 
her coaching excellence.  She regularly 
and consistently is seen modeling the 
FCA values of integrity, excellence, 
teamwork, and service.
 Coach Joiner is in her third 
year as head coach of the Lady Tiger 
basketball team. She teaches in the 
Learning Lab at DSHS. Before coming 
to Dripping Springs she coached at 
Magnolia West High School and A&M 
Consolidated High School.
 Coach Joiner will receive the 
award at FCA’s 24th Annual Night of 
Champions Banquet.

Coach Honored by FCA

 The Dripping Springs Hi-Step-
pers have completed their competitive 
season and are preparing the annual 
spring show, which will be presented 
on Friday, May 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
DSHS auditorium. Ticket information 
will be announced soon.
 The squad had many successes 
at the three competitions they at-
tended this spring, including many 
first-place finishes. 
 The Hi-Steppers received Team 
and Officer Sweepstakes ratings at 
two of three competitions – the HTE 
Hill Country Classic and the ADTS 

Legislative Priorities
Legislative priorities for the cur-
rent legislative session have been 
posted on the DSISD website. See: 
www.dsisd.txed.net/legpriorities. 
The priorities, which were ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees, 
covered topics such as account-
ability, local control, finance, 
school choice and school calendar 
start date.

 All three DSISD elementary 
schools adopted the Amer-
ican Heart Association’s 
Jump Rope for Heart/
Hoops for Heart efforts as 
campus causes this spring. 
Together, the schools 
raised more than $70,000 
to support the AHA!
 The events help teach students 
and families how to take care of their 
hearts while raising money to support 
research and education initiatives. 
At WSE two students “Heart Heroes” 
served as spokespeople for the effort, 

having personally benefitted from the  
services of the AHA. 
 Walnut Springs El-
ementary’s total ($26,615) 
and Dripping Springs El-
ementary’s total ($24,753) 
were  the highest among all 
schools in Central Texas. 
 Physical education 

teachers led the campus participation 
at each school.
 The district also is working with 
the American Heart Association as a 
partner with the new employee well-
ness program.

Hi-Steppers Finish Season;
Spring Show May 1

Galveton Island Festival –  signifying 
scores of at least 90 and 93, respec-
tively, in all categories.
 At the HTE event, Lauren and 
Lela Mamrosh also were recognized as 
the winning Duet.
 Highlights at the Vista Ridge 
Dance Classic included top honors in 
Team Modern, Team Contemporary, 
Team Pom and Officer Lyrical. In ad-
dition, the officers earned a Super 
Sweepstakes rating.
 At the Galveston Island Festi-
val, DSHS was honored as the Team 
Super Academic Champions for having 
the highest grade-point average of 
all squads in the division.  As a team, 
the Hi-Steppers won best overall 
awards for technique, presentation, 
choreography and precision.  The 
officers also won best overall awards 
for technique, presentation, choreog-
raphy and precision.  Lauren and Lela 
Mamrosh captured the Best in Class 
Duet title. 



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• The DSHS One-Act Play, “The Compleat Female Stage Beauty,” has advanced to bi-district competition based on 

its results at the UIL District 25-5A One-Act Play Contest. DSHS was honored with awards for Outstanding Techni-
cal Crew (Olivia Fletcher, stage manager), All-Star Cast (Joey Kelley) and All-Star Cast Honorable Mention (Abby 
Schmidt, Milo Tucker). The Bi-District contest will be held at Vista Ridge High School April 9.

• Students from DSHS competed in the HOSA (Health Occupations of America) Area 1 Contest recently against 134 
other chapters from 75 Central Texas Schools. Insiya Aziz placed third in the event Biomedical Laboratory Sciences 
and will advance to the state competition April 9-11. 

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The Center for Learning and Innovation will host Family Book Fair Night on April 7 from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
• The middle school One-Act Play will perform April 16 at 4:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• The DSE Art Show will be held Thursday, April 9, starting at 6 p.m.
• Author Scott Sutton will visit campus on Wednesday, April 15, 2015.
• PTA Family Movie Night is scheduled for Friday, April 17, 2015.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• A Principal’s Coffee is scheduled for Thursday, April 9, at 8 a.m. 
• The PTA will host a “Tiger Fitness Party” on Tuesday, April 14, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• “Robotics Week” is scheduled for April 13-17, 2015.
• A Principal/PTA Coffee will be held Friday, April 24, at 8 a.m. 
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New Custom App for DSISD
 A new custom app for Drip-

ping Springs ISD is now available. 
The app provides a quick connection 
frequently sought pieces of informa-
tion from the district website. 
 One important feature of the 
app is the ability to customize the 
News and Calendar functions based 
on what campuses children attend. 
This can be done by clicking on the 
Settings button in the top right corner 
(see box), then selecting campuses.  
The district will default as a selection 
unless requested differently. 
 In addition to News and Calen-
dar, other icons are: Directory of all 
district staff; Family access link; Pay-
ments for cafeteria, district fees and 
Community Ed programs; Athletics 
with links to sports, Fine arts to con-
nect with Band/Colorguard, Theatre, 
Choir, Dance, and Visual Arts;  Dis-
trict for a map and some basic links; 
Schools for links to each campus; 
Resources that includes  Student and 
Employee Handbooks, bus routes, and 
school supply lists; Notifications to 

sign up for alerts; and Menus.  

 The DSHS production of “Annie 
Get Your Gun” earned nine nomina-
tions for the Greater Austin High 
School Musical Theatre Awards, 
including “Best Production.”
 A total of 28 high schools are 
considered for the awards. Dripping 
Springs nominations were for:
• Best Actress in a Leading Role: 

Jenna Scott (Annie Oakley)
• Best Supporting Actor: 
       Milo Turner (Charlie Davenport)
• Best Costume Design: Brittany 

Claypool (wardrobe mistress)
• Best Choreography: Monica Oliva 

(assistant choreographer)
• Best Technical Execution: Natalie 

Schmidt (stage manager)
• Best Ensemble
• Best Direction
• Best Scenic Design
• Best Production
 Only eight schools were nomi-
nated for Best Production; they will 
have the  chance to perform a num-
ber from the show on stage at the 
awards ceremony in Austin April 14.

DS Theatre Nominations
Use SETTINGS to select 

campuses to follow



Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs 
Independent School District 

newsletter for parents, friends and 
the Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions, please contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.

txed.net). 
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD

Board of Trustees:
Barbara Stroud, president

Shelly Reeves, vice president
Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary

Ron Jones
Tim Kurpiewski

Caroline Pekarek
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing
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Drumlines Place High at State Contest
 The DSHS Speech and Debate 
team had outstanding showings 
at two recent state meets.
 At the UIL State CX Debate 
Tournament, the team of Katy Reeves 
and Ames O’Boyle advanced to the 
quarterfinal round and were ranked 
in the top eight teams in the state. 
Reeves was ranked individually as 
the 19th speaker at the tournament 
out of 126 students. DSHS students 
competed against 63 other teams 
from across the state of Texas in six 
debate rounds (each round lasts 90 
minutes) over a two-day period.
 At the Texas Forensics Asso-
ciation State Tournament in El Paso, 
Dripping Springs High School students 
competed against students from Con-
ferences 1A- 6A from across Texas in 
Public Speaking, Debate and Perfor-
mance events.
 The largest number of DSHS 
students ever to qualify individually 
for this tournament – nine students 
–performed extremely well. Several 
students advanced to elimination 
rounds:  Madison Collier advanced to 
semifinals in Dramatic Interpretation; 
Wyatt Cross and Ryan Love advanced 
to semifinals in Congressional Debate; 
and Maria Duster advanced to quar-
terfinals in Original Oratory.

 The Dripping Springs High 
School and Dripping Springs Middle 
School Drumlines had strong show-
ings at the Texas Color Guard Circuit 
Percussion State Championships, held 
at Texas A&M University March 28.
 The DSHS drumline show, 
“Broadcast,” placed second in the 
Scholastic Open class, behind Clear 
Brook High School. Dripping Springs 
High School’s show featured original 
compositions as well as the music of 
Radiohead and Imogen Heap.  
 Dripping Springs Middle School 

also entered an eighth-grade group 
in the Scholastic Concert A class and 
placed fourth overall. The show, “Bach 
with a Twist,” was set to the music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach. DSMS was the 
highest-placing middle school group, 
finishing behind the Tomball Ensemble 
and Sam Rayburn and Clear Lake high 
schools.
 The drumline is under the guid-
ance of Assistant Band Director/Per-
cussion Coordinator Lance Brightwell.
Dripping Springs ISD’s Director of 
Bands is Keith Lancaster.

The DSHS drumline placed second in the highly competitive Scholastic Open 
Class at the Texas Color Guard Circuit (TCGC) State Contest.

Speech/Debate Team
at State Meets

March Madness Is Fun for All!
Dripping Springs 
High School student 
Taylor Thorp shares 
a “high five” with a 
Tiger baseball player 
after sinking a bas-
ket during the March 
Madness event. The 
annual event show-
cased the talents of 
approximately 50 
participants, and ran 
smoothly thanks to 
dozens of student 
volunteers. The 
event is organized 
by the DSHS  Special 
Education Depart-
ment.


