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IMPORTaNT DaTES
June 1-4
Final exams (secondary)

June 4
Last day of school

June 5
DSHS Graduation, 8:00 p.m., Shoreline 
Center

June 15 
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

June 22
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration

June 2015

New Elementary Principals Announced
 Two elementary school princi-
pals were approved unanimously at 
the May DSISD Board meeting: Kellie 
Raymond as the principal at Dripping 
Springs Elementary and Tom Payne 
as the principal at Rooster Springs 
Elementary.
 Mrs. Raymond has been the as-
sistant principal at Walnut Springs El-
ementary for six years after serving as 
an elementary teacher in both DSISD 
and Austin ISD, where she taught third 
grade and first grade, respectively. 
Mrs. Raymond earned her bachelor’s 
(Dance/Geography) and master’s 
(Educational Administration) degrees 
from Texas State University.
 Mr. Payne has been an assistant 
principal at Dripping Springs High 
School for the past four years after 
spending two years in a similar capac-
ity at Canyon Ridge Middle School 
in Leander ISD. He started his career 
as a Social Studies teacher at both 
the middle and high school levels. 
Mr. Payne also spent five years in 
the United States Army. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in History from 
Texas A&M University and his mas-
ter’s degree in Educational Leadership 
from Texas State University. Mr. Payne 
currently is pursuing his doctorate in 
Educational Leadership.
 The hiring committee also made 
recommendations regarding assistant 
principal positions, which the ad-
ministration will implement. Mandy 
Sargent, who currently is Coordinator 
for Learning and Innovation at the 
district level, will become the assistant 
principal at RSE. Dripping Springs El-
ementary Assistant Principal Jennifer 
Murray will assume the same position 
at Walnut Springs Elementary (which 
is being vacated by Mrs. Raymond) 
and a new AP will be hired at DSE.
 Before coming to DSISD in 
2013, Mrs. Sargent spent two years 
as an Education Specialist at Region 
13 following six years as an instruc-
tional strategist at Kyle Elementary in 
Hays CISD. She earned her bachelor’s 

degree from Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity (Interdisciplinary Studies) and her 
master’s degree (Educational Leader-
ship) from Texas State University.
 Mrs. Murray has been the AP at 
Dripping Springs Elementary for three 
years after spending two years as an 
instructional facilitator for the district. 
She has taught at all three DSISD el-
ementary schools, as well as in Plano 
ISD and Austin ISD. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Edu-
cation from Texas State University and 
her master’s degree in Educational 
Administration from Lamar University.
 “In Dripping Springs ISD, we 
believe in recognizing the talent we 
have internally while also consider-
ing all qualified candidates for open 
positions,” said Superintendent Bruce 
Gearing. “We are pleased that all of 
these individuals will have the oppor-
tunity to continue their strong com-
mitment to our district while taking 
the next step in their careers.
 “Our two new principals – Mrs. 
Raymond and Mr. Payne – have strong 
track records as relationship builders 
with both staff and families, and as 
instructional leaders,” he continued.
 While all of the newly appointed 
administrators visited their new 
schools during in the past few weeks, 
their official new duties will begin 
July 1, 2015. Current principals Diane 
Bernero (RSE) and Trish Hassell (DSE), 
as well as RSE Assistant Principal 
Amanda Frisby, previously announced 
their plans to leave the district at the 
end of the year.

Tom Payne    Kellie Raymond



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 It’s hard to believe that we are 
wrapping up the 2014-15 school 
year. As I move into my fourth year as 
superintendent of DSISD, I continue to 
be humbled by the amazing students, 
staff, and community here in Dripping 
Springs. 
 Our students love learning and 
have great personal gifts and talents.  
They are creative, insightful and com-
passionate human beings. I couldn’t 
possibly list all of the successes our 
students have achieved this year 
-- as they are many -- but I am ex-
ceptionally proud of each and every 
one of them. An incredible figure 
that recently was compiled certainly 
demonstrates the unselfish and giving 
character of our students: the Class of 
2015 totaled 39,414 hours of commu-
nity service!  I would like to wish our 
2015 graduates happiness and success 
as they move forward in their life jour-
neys. We invite you to stay connected 
to Dripping Springs ISD for years to 
come. 
 Members of our workforce 
continue to exhibit their talent and 
dedication in serving the students of 
our district. Teachers continually seek 
innovative ways to help individual stu-
dents reach their potential. I can think 
of many examples where support staff 
are willing to go the extra mile to help 
students. Our campus and district 
administrators work tirelessly to plan 
for the future of our schools and de-
termine strategies to effectively serve 
students. 
 Dripping Springs ISD parents and 
the community at large are incredibly 
supportive of our district and schools. 
Research consistently shows that 
parental involvement in the education 
of their children is one of the most 
influential factors in the quality of 
their  overall educational experience. 
Our parents are present at campus 
events, volunteer in the classroom, 

ask meaningful questions, and care-
fully monitor their children’s progress. 
Thank you for working with us so 
closely to ensure that our students 
and your children receive the best 
possible education. 
 Looking back at the year, we 
have enjoyed many great moments. 
Our district has received many honors, 
including being one of six statewide 
finalists for the H-E-B Excellence in Ed-
ucation Large District of the Year. Our 
elementary campuses have had great 
success implementing The Leader in 
Me to help children develop effective 
communication and leadership skills. 
Our secondary students were recog-
nized for excellence in so many areas: 
academics, music, athletics, theatre, 
art, essay writing, debate, and more. 
 On the administrative side, I’d 
like to share a brief update on two 
major initiatives on which we have fo-
cused. We have been moving through 
the design and pre-construction phase 
of projects from the bond program 
approved by voters last spring. We 
expect to break ground on the new 
elementary school and new middle 
school this month. We will begin the 

baseball/softball complex and the sta-
dium at Dripping Springs High School 
this summer as well. 
 Another major area of emphasis 
for district leaders has been the devel-
opment of a new multi-year strategic 
plan. In fact, stakeholder input gath-
ered during the early design phase of 
the new schools laid the groundwork 
for us to organize and create a plan to 
lead Dripping Springs ISD through the 
next several years.  This is a challeng-
ing time in public education. We rec-
ognize the fact that, in order to meet 
the needs of 21st Century students 
and adequately prepare them for their 
futures, we must transform the way 
we approach education. We are weav-
ing innovative concepts and methods 
into our plan, which will be rolled out 
in the near future.
 I wish all our families a safe and 
happy summer. 
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Dripping Springs ISD offers 
many summer camps and programs 
for students of all ages through the 
Community Education Department. 
Arts and crafts ... sports ... computer 
skills ... robotics ... dance ... swimming 
... there’s something for everyone!
 While the early registration 
deadline for half-day activity camps 
has passed, registration will remain 
open as long as space is available, 
with an additional $10 late fee.
 For working parents or those 
looking for all-day fun opportunities 
for children in Grades K-6 this sum-
mer, DSISD Community Education also 
offers “Camp Venture” summer day 

camp. This option is offered weekly 
June 8-August 7, from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. (full day or half day) at Rooster 
Springs Elementary. Camp Venture is 
a summer day camp program where 
students are given a set of choices to 
build their own camp experience. Par-
ents can register for the day camps for 
all or part of the summer by paying a 
$20 weekly deposit, or can register for 
a week by the prior Tuesday, depend-
ing on space availability.
 For more information on any 
summer camp or program, please call 
the Community Ed Office at (512)858-
3021 or e-mail community.ed@dsisd.
txed.net. 

Summer Camps Available
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District Teachers of  the Year
Stephanie Love 
is the 2015 
DSISD Elemen-
tary Teacher 
of the Year 
and Heather 
Fontentot is 
the 2015 DSISD 
Secondary 
Teacher of the 
Year. They will 
represent Drip-
ping Springs ISD 
in the regional/
state contest.

District, Schools Recognized in Two Rankings
 Dripping Springs ISD was 
recognized in two rankings that were 
released recently.
 DSISD has been ranked third 
among all school districts in Central 
Texas – and 12th statewide – by the 
Houston-based organization Children 
at Risk. Dripping Springs High School 
is the highest-ranked 4A school on the 
list, placing seventh among area high 
schools. DSHS, which ranks 30th state-
wide, has been ranked among the top 
10 Central Texas high schools every 
year the ranking has been produced 
by the organization, which researches 
and advocates children’s issues. DSMS 
was ninth among Central Texas middle 
schools. Children at Risk also gave 
letter grades to schools at all levels. 
The district, Dripping Springs High 
School and Dripping Springs Middle 
School earned marks of “A+,” Dripping 
Springs Elementary earned an “A,” 
while Walnut Springs Elementary and 
Rooster Springs Elementary earned 
grades of “A-.”
 The Children at Risk methodol-
ogy creates three indices: Student 
Achievement Index, Campus Perfor-
mance Index, and Growth Index. The 
Campus Achievement Index takes 
into account STAAR results in Math 
and Reading; the high school ranking 

also considers graduations rate. The 
Campus Performance Index applies 
demographic adjusted values to the 
Achievement Index, while the Growth 
Index considers improvement over 
time. The complete rankings are avail-
able online. 
 Dripping Springs High School is 
featured on the U.S. News & World 
Report list of the nation’s top high 
schools, earning a “Silver Medal” for 
the third time (DSHS earned a Gold 
Medal in 2014). This year, DSHS is 
ranked 82nd in the state of Texas and 
#724 on the national list. 

 U.S. News & World Report 
evaluated more than 29,070 high 
schools and awarded 500 gold medals, 
2,027 silver medals, and 2,688 bronze 
medals to the top-performing schools. 
In Texas, 1,664 high schools were ana-
lyzed for the publication’s “Best High 

Schools” 2015 rankings and 59 earned 
Gold Medals. 
 To produce the 2015 rankings, 
U.S. News & World Report partnered 
with North Carolina-based RTI Inter-
national, a global nonprofit social 
science research firm. RTI imple-
mented the U.S. News comprehen-
sive rankings methodology, which is 
based on these key principles: that a 
great high school must serve all of its 
students well, not just those who are 
college bound, and that it must be 
able to produce measurable academic 
outcomes to show it is successfully 
educating its student body across a 
range of performance indicators. The 
survey uses data on student/teacher 
ratio, college readiness as indicated by 
success on AP exams, and proficiency 
in math and English based on state 
assessments. 
 Another poll released this 
spring – The Washington Post’s annual 
“High School Challenge” ranking – 
listed Dripping Springs at #1,365 na-
tionally and #134 in the state of Texas. 
That ranking is based on an index 
formula that is a ratio of the number 
of Advanced Placement tests given 
divided by the number of seniors who 
graduated that year. This year’s index 
is based on data from 2014.

Dripping Springs ISD again has 
received a loss-prevention grant 
by TASB for $5,900. These grants 
help implement loss prevention 
and safety initiatives that reduce 
the potential for property losses 
and on-the-job injuries, improve 
emergency management op-
erations, and raise awareness 
of safety issues. Specifically, this 
grant will cover personal protec-
tion equipment, safety equip-
ment and training opportunities 
for DSISD employees. A total of 
$700,000 is being awarded to 180 
Texas school districts through the 
TASB fund.

DSISD Receives Grant
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May Board Meeting Briefs
 There were many high school 
student recognitions at the May 
Board meeting: top 10 graduates for 
the Class of 2015, state qualifiers for 
the UIL State Academic Meet, three 
speech/debate honors, state Silver 
Medalist Colorguard, state Silver Med-
alist Drumline,  “Outstanding Perform-
ers” at the State Wind Ensemble, and 
all-state lacrosse players. 
 In other recognitions, the Drip-
ping Springs Education Foundation 
presented a check for $113,945 to 
the district, which included teach-
ing grants, student leadership grants 
and the LeFevre Fund. The five school 
nurses were honored for National 
Nurses Week.
 The five Campus Teachers of the 
Year were honored:  Sherilyn Beard 
(WSE), Jean Boutin (RSE), Heather 
Fontenot (DSMS), Stephanie Love 
(DSE) and Cindy Reynolds (DSHS).  
Then, it was announced that Stepha-

nie Love and Heather Fontenot were 
the District Elementary and Secondary 
Teachers of the Year. 
 Outgoing Board members Tim 
Kurpiewski and Caroline Pekarek were 
honored for 12 and nine years of ser-
vice, respectively. New Board mem-
bers Mary Jane Hetrick and Shannon 
O’Connor were sworn in for their first 
terms by Judge Terry Kyle, and Car-
rie Fontana Kroll was sworn in for her 
second term.
 Board officers were elected: 
Barbara Stroud as President, Shelly 
Reeves as vice president and Carrie 
Fontana Kroll as secretary.
 The Board took action on several 
items including amendments to the 
previously approved budget param-
eters, a leasing plan for technology, 
contract for HVAC and roofing projects 
at DSMS and WSE, and the 2015-16 
District Improvement Plan. 
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 

provided an enrollment update and 
shared some notifications. Assistant 
Superintendent of Business Services 
Elaine Cogburn introduced monthly 
reports, and pointed out in a budget 
update and said tax collections are on 
pace to meet projections. Assistant 
Superintendent of Learning and Inno-
vation Diane Flaim shared a follow-up 
to last month’s report from the School 
Health Advisory Council and provided 
a summary of how Senate Bill 149 will 
impact Texas high schools. 
 In addition, Dripping Springs 
High School nurse Kathy Blakey pro-
vided a report on school clinics for 
the 2014-15 school year that included 
clinic visits, services provided, training 
provided, and use of technology. 
  The regular June Board meet-
ing will be June 22, 2015. An agenda 
review meeting will be held June 15, 
2015. Both meetings start at 6 p.m. in 
the DSISD Board Room.

Board Members: Thanks and Welcome Aboard!
at the May DSISD Board 
of Trustees meeting, 
two members were 
recognized for their 
many years of service 
and three trustees 
who prevailed in the 
May 10 election were 
sworn in for three-
year terms. PHOTOS 
(clockwise from top 
left): Board President 
Barbara Stroud (far left) 
and Superintendent 
Bruce Gearing express 
the district’s gratitude 
for Caroline Pekarek 
and Tim Kurpiewski’s 
respective nine and 12 
years of service. Carrie 
Fonatana-Kroll is sworn 
in by Judge Terry Kyle 
for her second term 
on the Board (with the 
support of children Lily 
Claire and Jack) and will 
continue as the Board 
secretary. Shannon 
O’Connor is sworn in 
for her initial term, as is 
Mary Jane Hetrick. 
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The 2015 Tiger varsity baseball team captured district and area titles (pictured 
above) and posted a 23-12 season record.  DSHS advanced to the regional 
quarterfinals, but lost two of three games to Alamo Hts. High School. The 
Tigers are coached by Chris Payne.

Tiger Baseball Playoff Run
 Of the 31 seventh-graders from 
Dripping Springs Middle School who 
took either the SAT or ACT exam as 
part of the annual Duke Talent Identi-
fication Program (TIP) Seventh-Grade 
Talent Search, several were recognized 
for their high level of achievement. 
Academically talented students across 
the United States who have scored in 
the 95th percentile on a grade-level 
achievement test – such as the TAKS 
or STAAR assessments – are invited to 
participate in the Duke program.
 Two of these students earned 
“grand” or national recognition: Chris-
topher Gearing and Spring Salazar. 
This means that they earned scores 
equal to or better than 90 percent of 
the college-bound seniors who took 
the tests.
 Four other DSMS students were 
recognized at the state level, which 
means they earned scores equal to or 
better than half of the college-bound 
seniors who took the tests. They are: 
Keith Cox, Ella Edwards, Madeleine 
Hassell and Jessica Heintz.
 Four of those students – Cox, 
Gearing, Hassell and Salazar – scored 
among the top 15 percent of students 
who participated in the program, 
which qualified them for the Duke TIP 
Center for Summer Studies. Five oth-
ers – Edwards, Heintz, Chloe Aguilar, 
Kathleen Lopykinski and Cassandra 
Martin –qualified for the Duke TIP 
Academy for Summer Studies.

Seventh-Graders Honored 
by Duke Program

 DSHS  sophomore Zachary Reid won an honorable men-
tion award at the ISWEEEP (International Sustainable World 
Energy, Engineering, and Environmental Project) Science Olym-
piad. His project was “Evaporation Prevention Monolayers.”
 The Olympiad featured 427 projects presented by 668 
students from 67 countries and 44 U.S. states. 
 Projects were judged by scientists and professionals 
through an intensive eight-hour, two-tier judging process. All 
students presenting at ISWEEEP are considered finalists as the 
invitation to attend requires a nomination from a regional or 
state science fair or through a competitive online process.
 Pictured at right, Zach visits with a student from the Phil-
lipines who also competed at the event.

DSHS Sophomore Honored at ISWEEP Science Olympiad

Foundation Presents Check to DSISD

The Dripping Springs Education Foundation presented a check for $113,945 
resulting from this year’s fundraising efforts to Dripping Springs ISD May 26. 
This total included innovative teaching grants, student leadership grants, and 
the LeFevre Fund. Board President Joanne Cicala Inscore made the presenta-
tion along with several DSEF Board members. 
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DSHS Class of 2015 Top Ten

The Dripping Springs High School Class of 2015 “Top 10” are: Valedictorian Savannah Shifflet, Salutatorian Abigail 
Schmidt, Tori Gahagan, Cole Crawford, Haley Willis, Hannah Slater, Kelly Rice, Sarah Everett, Sydney Neugebauer, and 
Kristina Dickenson. DSEF Honors 

Teachers of Term
 In the spring of 2015, the Drip-
ping  Springs Education Foundation 
honored one teacher from every 
campus as the “Teacher of the Term.”
 The five winners were:
 DSHS:         Rachel Foreman
 DSMS:        Amy Caldera
 DSES:          Maribel Ryburn
 RSES:           Jeanenne Maenius
 WSES:         Marisa Vickery
 Each month, one teacher from 
each campus who has had a positive 
impact on students is presented 
with a $100 gift certificate and a life 
changer plaque. 
 Founded in 1992 to support 
academic achievement, the Dripping 
Springs Education Foundation awards 
grants to teachers for classroom 
enrichment, encourages and supports 
excellence in teaching, and fosters 
student participation in special pro-
ects that would not be funded in the  
district budget. 

 DSHS junior Weatherly 
Sawyer is the winner of the 
Congressional Art Competi-
tion for the 25th District, an-
nounced Congressman Roger 
Williams on May 1. Her acrylic 
painting, “Eventide Illumina-
tion,” portrays a mother and 
daughter crossing the fore-
ground of a brightly lit carousel.
 Each year, Artistic Dis-
covery Contest provides an 
opportunity to recognize and 
encourage artistic talent. Win-
ning entries from U.S. congres-
sional districts will be displayed 
in the U.S. Capitol for one year. 
The contest winners receive 
two round-trip airline tickets to 
Washington, D.C., to attend the 
unveiling of their artwork and a 
reception honoring the winners 
later this month.“Eventide Illumination” by Weatherly Sawyer

Congressional District Winner
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs 
Independent School District 

newsletter for parents, friends and 
the Dripping Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions, please contact 
Director of Communications Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.

txed.net). 
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD

Board of Trustees:
Barbara Stroud, president

Shelly Reeves, vice president
Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary

Mary Jane Hetrick
Ron Jones

Shannon O’Connor
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing
 

 Fourteen Dripping Springs High 
School band students were selected 
as “Outstanding Performers” at 
the 2015 UIL State Wind Ensemble 
Contest. Adopted in 2000, the event 
is unique among UIL music events, as 
participants are evaluated individually 
and in sections for exemplary musical 
achievements.
 DSHS students receiving the 
top honor, which was presented to 
only 78 musicians statewide. They 

are:  Darrell Adams (French Horn), 
Trey Boehm (Alto Saxophone), Tommy 
Glass (Trumpet), Lauren Gordon 
(Tenor Saxophone), M.J. Jadeja (Eu-
phonium), Sarah Ledoux (Flute), Ma-
rissa Mullins (Bass Clarinet), Sydney 
Neugebauer (Bassoon), 
Clarice Norton (Trumpet), Annabeth 
Pekarek (Piccolo), Jonny Schmitz 
(Clarinet), Grace Shuman (Bassoon), 
Nathan Vaughn (Clarinet) and Trixie 
Wilkins (Oboe).

State Wind Ensemble Outstanding Performers

End-of-the-Year Sights in Dripping Springs ISD
Clockwise from top left: 
first-grader Grant Gillium 
leads his class present-
ing at Walnut Springs’ 
Leadership Day. Drip-
ping Springs Elementary 
students enjoy Field Day. 
Rooster Springs Elemen-
tary turned a year’s 
worth of visitor badges 
into an exhibit (and even 
marked the midway point 
of the year)! Signs at 
DSHS congratulate 2015 
seniors. DSMS sixth-
graders are inducted into 
the National Junior Honor 
Society. 


