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IMPORTaNT DaTES
January 19
Staff Workday/Student Holiday;
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meet-
ing, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, Central 
Administration

January 23
Interim Grading Period ends

January 26
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration 

January 2015

DSISD Receives “Five Star” Rating
 Dripping Springs ISD has again 
received the highest possible rating of 
five stars on the FAST (Financial Allocation 
Study for Texas) report 
produced by the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office. 
The report measures 
the academic progress 
and financial effi-
ciency of Texas public 
school districts and 
charter schools. State-
wide, only 28 districts 
and 18 charter schools 
received the five-star 
rating. This is the second consecutive year 
that DSISD has received the highest rating 
and the third time in five years in which 
the report has been produced. Only 26 
district/charters received the highest rat-
ing in both 2013 and 2014.
 The report stated that Dripping 
Springs ISD had “very high academic prog-
ress” that was at or above 93 percent of 
all districts statewide and that DSISD had 
“very low spending compared to fiscal 
peers” of $7,138 cost-adjusted spending 
per pupil.
 The report also compared “fiscal 

peer districts”; in DSISD’s fiscal peer group 
of 41 districts, only three other districts 
received five-star ratings (Aledo ISD, Love-

joy ISD, and Navarro ISD).
      This year’s FAST rat-
ing was determined by 
three-year averages of 
data from the 2010-11, 
2011-12 and 2012-13 
school years on academic 
progress, cost-adjusted 
spending and spending 
index measures. These 
measures are based on 
the most recent available 

TEA data.
 DSISD campuses in the district also 
received ratings: Dripping Springs Middle 
School and Rooster Springs Elementary 
were rated 4.5 stars, Dripping Springs 
High School and Dripping Springs Elemen-
tary got 4 stars, and Walnut Springs El-
ementary got a 3.5-star rating. The middle 
school’s rating qualifies that campus as a 
“Texas Honors Circle” school for 2014.
 DSISD also earned the highest rating 
of “Superior and a perfect score on the 
2014 Texas FIRST (Financial Integrity Rat-
ing System of Texas) report.

Students in the GT (Gifted/Talented) 
program at each of the three Drip-
ping Springs ISD elementary campuses 
designed their own tabletop mini-
golf courses created around a theme 
and invited parents to come play the 
week before break. Proceeds obtained 
through “admission” were donated to 
the Helping Hands of Dripping Springs. 
In addition, GT students created the 
“Games 4 Kids” initiative to collect new 
games to also donate to Helping Hands 
for distribution as gifts. Games 4 Kids 
had the goal of collecting 50 games per 
campus, which they exceeded. In photo, 
Walnut Springs student Weston Kirk 
explains the layout of his mini-golf hole 
– called The Aquatic Course” – to parent 
Brian Bobb.

GT Students Hold Mini-Golf Invitational, Collect Donations



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 As we return feeling rejuvenated 
and refreshed, many items of impor-
tance will demand out attention in the 
next several months.
 We have made great progress on 
the bond program that was approved 
in May. Please see Page 6 for an 
update on design of the elementary 
school and middle school, as well as 
athletic facilities that will be located at 
Dripping Springs High School. We are 
grateful to the many stakeholders who 
have lent their knowledge, expertise, 
and input to this process. The bottom 
line is that we are very pleased with 
the design of the schools and, follow-
ing a few other steps in the process, 
ground will be broken this spring. We 
fully expect our growth to continue 
over the next few years and know that 
these new facilities will be welcome 
when they open in the fall of 2017. 
In the meantime, we will be stretch-
ing our resources in terms of space so 
we ask for everyone’s patience and 
understanding. 

 We also are putting effort into 
the development of a new strategic 
plan for Dripping Springs ISD. Our 
2009-14 strategic plan has run its 
course and I am pleased to report 
that nearly everything included in that 
document has either been completed 
or we have found another way to ac-
complish the same goal. 
 We are using the results of last 
summer’s visioning process – as well 
as results from a survey given to par-
ents, students, staff and community 
members this fall – to determine pri-
orities that will appear in the updated 
plan. Engage, Inc., a consulting firm 
that has helped us weave stakeholder 
feedback into the building design of 
the new schools, also is assisting us 
with the strategic planning process. 
We expect to complete a draft in the 
next few months, which then will be 
presented to the DSISD Board of Trust-
ees.
 Speaking of the Board, I’d like to 
take this opportunity to publicly thank 

these seven men and women who vol-
unteer their time to guide our district. 
School board members are elected 
officials who not only attend meet-
ings every month, but are required to 
complete many hours of training each 
year, serve as a connection between 
the district and many community enti-
ties, stay informed on topics relevant 
to public education, and represent the 
Board and district on various commit-
tees.  January is School Board Recogni-
tion Month so please join me in thank-
ing Ron Jones, Carrie Fontana-Kroll, 
Tim Kurpiewski, Caroline Pekarek, 
Shelly Reeves, Barbara Stroud and Jon 
Thompson.
 Best wishes for a successful 
spring semester. 
 Sincerely,

 
 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Filing dates to be placed on the ballot in the May 9, 2015, Drip-
ping Springs ISD Board of Trustees election are Jan. 28, 2015-Feb. 27, 
2015. Application packets will be available at the DSISD Administra-
tion Building (510 W. Mercer St.). Information also will be posted this 
month on the district’s website (www.dsisd.txed.net), under Board of 
Trustees (“Becoming a School Board Member”). 

 Candidates for a public school district’s Board of Trustees in 
Texas must:
• Be a United States citizen; 
• Be 18 years of age or older; 
• Not be mentally incapacitated (as defined in policy); 
• Have not been finally convicted of a felony; 
• Be a resident of Texas and the district for a specified period of 
time (see policy); and 
• Be a qualified voter. 

 This May, the current terms for trustees Carrie Fontana-Kroll,  
Tim Kurpiewski and Caroline Pekarek conclude.

Filing Period for 
School Board Election
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December Board Meeting Briefs
 Rooster Springs Elementary‘s 
Innovation Day was featured as the 
Campus Spotlight. Other recognitions 
were the state-finalist Lady Tiger vol-
leyball team and first-place finishers in 
the elementary UIL academic compe-
tition.  
 Kerri Ranney of Huckabee 
provided an update on the design 
of the new elementary school and 
new middle school. The detailed site 
plan included parking, driveways, 
entrance/exits, and queuing space 
for pick-up/drop-off. Architect Mike 
Hall gave a summary of what exterior 
materials have been chosen, includ-
ing rock and glass. Interior designer 
Lauren Crill gave an update on the 
selection of interior surfaces, furni-

ture choices, and color schemes; the 
Aesthetics Committee helped narrow 
choices and make final decisions. Ms. 
Ranney also reviewed a potential site 
plan for the stadium and the baseball/
softball complex.   
 Action items included approval
of design development documents for 
the new elementary school and mid-
dle school, the conceptual design of 
athletic facilities included in the bond 
program, members of the Textbook 
Selection Committee for 2016, and 
the 2015-16 school calendar (other 
than STAAR testing dates which have 
not yet been announced by the state).
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
provided an enrollment update and 
pointed out other notices received by 

the district. 
 Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Elaine Cogburn 
introduced the monthly financial 
reports. She reviewed the proposed 
budget parameters for 2015-16 and 
explained how enrollment projections 
were determined. Ms. Cogburn also 
shared that other options have been 
discussed for investments and some 
money has been invested in Certifi-
cates of Deposit. 
  The regular January Board meet-
ing will be Jan. 26, 2015. An agenda 
review meeting will be held Jan. 19, 
2015. Both meetings start at 6 p.m. in 
the Board Room at the DSISD Adminis-
tration Building.

DSEF Honors “Teachers of the Term”

 In the fall of 2014, the Dripping 
Springs Education Foundation hon-
ored one teacher from every campus 
as the “Teacher of the Term.”
 The five winners were:
DSE: Lisa O’Banan, second grade
RSE: Katie Hollis, Facilitator for Learn-
ing and Innovation
WSE:  Sherilyn Beard, Resource 
teacher
DSMS: Keri Gohlke, Math
DSHS: Jeff Bixby, Social Studies

  Each month, one teacher from 
each campus who has had a posi-
tive impact on students is presented 
with a $100 gift certificate and a life 
changer plaque; winners also appear 
in The News Dispatch. Lone Star Bank 
sponsors the program.
  Founded in 1992 to support 
academic achievement, the Dripping 
Springs Education Foundation awards 
grants to teachers for classroom 
enrichment, encourages and supports 

excellence in teaching, and fosters 
student participation in special proj-
ects that would not be funded in the 
district budget.
 DSEF sponsors an annual giving 
campaign, as well as two major events 
each year. The 2015 Gala is scheduled 
for March 27, 2015. The Foundation is a 
non-profit 501C(3) organization. For more 
information, to donate or to volunteer to 
help, please visit http://www.dseduca-
tionfoundation.org/.

Sherilyn Beard Jeff Bixby Keri Gohlke Katie Hollis Lisa O’Banan

DSHS Seniors Headed to Service Academies
Three Dripping Springs High School seniors recently received congres-
sional nominations to attend a U.S. service academy from Congress-
man Roger Williams (second from left). On Dec. 16, staff, family and 
friends attended a ceremony to present the letters of recommenda-
tion and honor the students. Below are the seniors (left to right) and 
the academy they plan to attend.
   Jacob Wellborn - U.S. Air Force Academy 
 Daniel Caceres - U.S. Naval Academy 
 Shannon Bonner - U.S. Air Force Academy
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The DSISD Academic UIL Meet for elemen-
tary students was held in December, with 
the following results. Congratulations to 
all students for their participation and 
outstanding effort!

Ready Writing, Third Grade:
1) Zara Franta, WSE
2) Amelie Lawrence, RSE
3) Chase Bell, DSE
4) Ryan Perry, WSE
5) Arbon Leopold, RSE
6) Aidan Burt, RSE

Ready Writing, Fourth Grade:
1) Caroline Siddons, RSE
2) Avery Stamper, RSE
3) Avery Vickrey, WSE
4) Cade Brunson, WSE
5) Taylor Barnett, DSE
6) Chloe Fredenburg, DSE

Ready Writing, Fifth Grade:
1) Ramsey Hutton, WSE
2) Soraya Khezerefaridi, RSE
3) Caroline Manning, RSE
4) Madelyn Glass, DSE
5) Caroline Nix, DSE
6) Maddie Foster, RSE

Creative Writing, Second Grade:
1) Vivian Gomez, DSE
2) Stella Hendricks, DSE
3) Jeremy Zoch, WSE
4) Molly Blackmon, DSE
5) Connor Caffrey, RSE
6) Jessica DeBerry, RSE

Story Telling, Second Grade:
1) Danica Best, RSE
2) Callie Haverda, RSE
3) Landon Mason, WSE
4) Fletcher Lovelace, RSE
5) Graham Hutton, WSE
6) Nevaeh Tucker, DSE

Story Telling, Third Grade:
1) Devyn Bromley, DSE
2) Samantha Heltzel, RSE
3) A.J. Bergeron, DSE
4) Kate Lewis, WSE
5) Haley Hallberg, RSE
6) Jasmine Zogaib, RSE

Spelling, Third Grade:
1) Adrian Grote, DSE
2) Adam Alba, WSE
3) John Henry Thorne, RSE
4) Avery Schnautz, RSE
5) Lainey Pennock, RSE

Spelling, Fourth Grade:
1) Caroline Siddons, RSE
2) Taylor Barnett, DSE
3) Abby Treadway, RSE and Margot Helt-
zel, RSE (tie)

Spelling, Fifth Grade:
1) James Mihic, DSE
2) DeShawn Senevame, DSE
3) Caroline Manning, RSE

Music Memory, Third Grade:
1) Amelie Lawrence, RSE
2) Colin Tuohy, WSE
3) Maddie Trussell, RSE
4) Carolyn Grant, RSE
5) Arbon Leopold, RSE
6) Karis Rauch, DSE

Music Memory, Fourth Grade:
1) Kate Tressler, WSE and Sophia Nuccio, 
WSE (tie)
3) Charlie Kissinger, RSE
4) Amelia Medina, WSE
5) Celeste Lohman, DSE
6) Mia Safuto, RSE

Music Memory, Fifth Grade:
1) Luke Durden, RSE
2) Aidan Johannsen, DSE
3) Evelyn Bristol, RSE
4) Avery Cagle, RSE

Oral Reading, Fourth Grade:
1) Trinity Bobo, WSE
2) Parker DeBerry, RSE
3) Kiera O’Connor, WSE
4) Sadie Heinroth, RSE
5) Kaitlyn Marshall, WSE
6) Gage Hembree, DSE

Oral Reading, Fifth Grade:
1) Maddy Foster, RSE
2) Kayla Childress, DSE
3) Kate Mihaly, DSE
4) Madison Prather, RSE
5) Nathan Longenecker, DSE
6) Keely Reese, RSE

Art, Fourth Grade:
1) Sophie Hassell, DSE
2) Lauren Caffrey, RSE
3) Molly Tyree, RSE
4) Luke Hale, DSE
5) Morgan Trail, DSE

Art, Fifth Grade:
1) Madeline Wade, WSE
2) Chloe Dane, RSE
3) Ryann Frontera, WSE

Number Sense, Fourth Grade:
1) Cade Brunson, WSE
2) Brayden Smith, DSE
3) Max Caillabet, WSE
4) Gaby Salazar, DSE
5) Ian Robinson, DSE
6) Avery Vickrey, WSE

Number Sense, Fifth Grade:
1) Ian Driggers, DSE
2) Ricky Deya, DSE
3) Kalea Caldwell, DSE
4) Sammy Hardin, RSE

Maps, Graphs, Charts, Fifth Grade:
1) Dominic Gearing, DSE
2) Hayden Dunn, DSE
3) Jackson Rauch, DSE

Social Studies, Fifth Grade
1) Brandon Laws, RSE
2) Carys Blackmon, DSE
3) Caroline Nix, DSE

Chess Puzzles, Second Grade:
1) Michael Gearing, DSE
2) Everett Kling, DSE
3) Jackie Truesdell, WSE
4) Duke Reade, RSE
5) Ben Hamilton, WSE
6) Patrick Henline, WSE
7) Jamison Malcolm, RSE

Chess Puzzles, Third Grade:
1) Jack Williams, WSE
2) John Engel, WSE
3) Trent Powers, RSE
4) Ramsey Zogaib, RSE
5) Cooper Lane, RSE
6) Gavin Laws, RSE

Chess Puzzles, Fourth Grade:
1) Travis Parks, WSE
2) Colin O’Connor, WSE
3) Eli Lackey, DSE
4) Nathan Crutchfield, RSE
5) James Lee, DSE
6) Ian Jones, RSE

Chess Puzzles, Fifth Grade:
1) Heather Longenecker, DSE
2) Dallin Hollingsworth, RSE
3) Ashley Szot, WSE
4) Brody Lane, RSE
5) Jesus Gonzalez, DSE

Elementary Academic UIL Results



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• At the recent State Thespian Festival in November, DSHS sophomore Brittany Claypool competed in Costume De-

sign with her portfolio from last spring’s production of Eurydice. She earned a perfect score from her three evalua-
tors and qualified for the National Thespian Individual Event Finals in Lincoln, Neb., this summer.

• The spring musical, “Annie Get Your Gun,” will be performed the weekend of Jan. 29-Feb. 1 at the DSHS Auditorium.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• A group of students have planned and are implementing entrepreneurial projects through the Center for Learning 

and Innovation. Students have developed creative ideas to sell a service or product and have decided to dedicate 
their proceeds to a campus/community cause. 

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Career Week will be held Jan. 19-13, 2015.
• DSE has developed a “Leader in Me” webpage. A link appears at the gold toolbar on the school website (www.

dsisd.txed.net/dses).

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The Rooster Springs PTA will host a “Dad’s Pizza Night” on Jan. 13 starting at 6:45 p.m. in the cafeteria. There is no cost to 

dads and kids attending.
• On Jan. 23 local author Susan Syers Stark will visit and speak with students in second though fifth grades. Mrs. Stark au-

thored the recently released children’s book “Time Flight.”

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Career Week is scheduled for Jan. 20-23, 2015. The week’s activities include parents and community members sharing 

information about their jobs with students, as well as guidance lessons focusing on careers and the importance of begin-
ning with the end in mind. At the higher elementary grades, personality types will be discussed to help students see what 
personality type most closely represents them. 

• An anti-bullying assembly will be held on Jan. 21, 2015, that will feature education speaker and author Bryan Fiese. 
• A Principal’s Coffee will be held in conjunction with  the PTA meeting scheduled for Friday, Jan. 23, at 8:00 a.m.
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Bond Projects Display
A display including poster-size 
renditions of the new elemen-
tary school and middle school, 
samples of materials that will 
be used for exterior and inte-
rior finishes, and other visual 
information related to the new 
facilities are available at the 
DSISD Administration Building 
(510 W. Mercer St.) during the 
month of January. The building 
is open Monday through Friday, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council

Each year, eight Dripping Springs High School students serve on the Superin-
tendent’s Student Advisory Council. The group meets periodically, and stu-
dents share feedback with Dr. Bruce Gearing on what’s happening in DSISD 
and at their campus. This year’s members are (left to right):  Kellen di Donato, 
Samuel Moody Wong, Zachary Reid, Kylie Ballard, Dr. Gearing, Maria Duster, 
Logan Dundon, Sarah Bryant and (not pictured) Insiya Aziz.
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping Springs 
Independent School District news-
letter for parents, friends and the 

entire Dripping Springs community. 

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Ron Jones

Tim Kurpiewski
Caroline Pekarek
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Dr. Bruce Gearing

Update on Planning & Design of New Facilities
 The following is an update on 
progress made on the planning and 
design of projects included in the May 
2014 bond program. Dripping Springs 
ISD has worked closely with the archi-
tectural firm Huckabee & Associates 
and Engage Learning throughout this 
process.
 As reported previously, the dis-
trict has identified an opportunity to 
achieve inflationary savings through 
strategic timing of projects. This 
opportunity was made possible by 
higher-than-expected property values, 
which meant DSISD was able to sell 
the entire $92.4 million authoriza-
tion in August. (The original plan was 
to sell the bonds in two parts, which 
dictated when projects would begin.)  
If the facilities slated for construction 
in 2016 (the multi-purpose stadium, 
baseball/softball complex, and locker 
room expansion) are accelerated by a 
year, the district will achieve savings in 
inflationary costs that can be applied 
to the instructional facility or other 
projects in the bond package. If any 
funds remain at the end of the bond 
program, they can be used for a range 
of purposes as stated in the election 
order. 
 The following is a summary of 
progress in different areas. 
Elementary School and Middle 
School:
• A Traffic Impact Analysis was com-
pleted in November. Findings showed 
that 1) increased traffic can be accom-
modated at both off-site intersections 
for the next eight years; 2) decelera-
tion lanes should be added at site 
driveways; and 3) approximately 4,000 
linear feet of queuing space is needed 
for each drop-off/pick-up area. A 
detailed site plan including parking, 
driveways, entrance/exits, and queu-
ing space for pick-up/drop-off has 
since been approved.
• The floor plans for both the el-
ementary school and middle school 
have been approved. The two schools 
overlap in the Center for Learning 
and Innovation, with the second floor 
being for middle school use and the 
lower floor designated for elementary 
students.   Other areas that connect 
include the kitchen and the back area 
of the front offices. 
• The feedback we have gathered on 
exterior renditions has been over-

whelmingly positive.  See the design 
update page of the bond website to 
view these renditions. Selections on 
exterior materials such as rock and 
glass have been made.
• An Aesthetics Committee has met 
several times to work with the archi-
tect and interior design specialists to 
consider interior finishes, furniture 
choices, and color schemes. The color 
palettes are similar for the elementary 
school and middle school, but each 
has its own signature. These choices 
were presented the DSISD Board of 
Trustees in December. In addition, a 
display board has been compiled with 
samples of each item; this is available 
for public viewing at the DSISD Admin-
istration Building this month.
• Construction documents will be 
released in March; ground is expected 
to be broken sometime in April.
• The schools are scheduled to open 
for the start of the 2017-18 school 
year. Discussion regarding attendance 
boundaries and zoning will occur dur-
ing the 2016-17 school year.
Athletic Facilities:
• A conceptual design for the ath-
letic facilities included in the bond 
package was approved at the Dec. 15 
Board meeting.
• Initial plans are to build an 8,000-
seat stadium with expansion capabil-
ity to 10,000 seats.
• The district is exploring options for 
the locker room expansion, which was 
included in the bond package because 
of the growing number of student-
athletes in the football and other 
sports programs. In addition, once the 
baseball/softball practices and games 
are moved to this site, those teams 
will need space on-site. A possible 
option is to convert use of the current 
field house to all other sports and 
move football to a separate building. 
This transition also could result in a 
wrestling practice room, which cur-
rently does not exist. Cost estimates 
are being developed so this option 
can be fully evaluated.
• The district is working with its 
architects and baseball/softball stake-
holders to apply and/or adapt previ-
ously developed architectural plans 
for the baseball/softball complex so as 
not to replicate work.
• Because there is a limited amount 
of space with which to work, possible 

future facilities in this vicinity also 
are being considered in the planning 
process. For that purpose, the archi-
tects have included a placeholder 
for a future indoor practice building; 
however, this is not scheduled for 
construction at this time. 
• The new location of the district’s 
Network Operations Center (which in 
the bond program was referred to as 
the data center) is still being discussed 
and has been placed on the layout 
only as a placeholder. Originally, this 
facility was going to be part of the 
new campus, but it has been deter-
mined that the central location of 
DSHS is a better choice.
• DSISD is in discussion with the 
City of Dripping Springs, Hays County, 
and TxDOT regarding the road that 
is planned to connect the stadium to 
Highway 290. There are some right-of-
way challenges to resolve.
• The design development presen-
tation will occur at the Jan. 26 Board 
meeting. 
• The goal is to have the baseball/
softball complex ready for the 2016 
season, with the remainder of the ath-
letic projects slated for completion in 
fall of 2016.
Other Items:
• Technology purchases have been 
planned over the course of the bond 
program and are purposely staggered 
to accommodate implementation and 
staff capabilities.
• The Facilities and Construction 
Department is scheduling HVAC and 
roofing projects at Walnut Springs 
Elementary, Dripping Springs Middle 
School and Dripping Springs High 
School to coincide with school breaks. 
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