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DSISD is State Finalist ... Again!
 Dripping Springs ISD is one of 
six finalists statewide for the H-E-B Ex-
cellence in Education awards program 
2015 Large District of the Year. 
 The H-E-B 
awards program 
honors districts, 
teachers, princi-
pals and school 
boards each year. 
DSISD is a final-
ist in the “large 
district” category 
based on the 5A 
classification of 
Dripping Springs 
High School. 
The finalists were chosen based on 
an application packet submitted by 
the districts; each finalist will receive 
$5,000. To determine overall state-
wide winners, a panel of judges visits 
each district, tours campuses, and 
talks with administration, staff and 
parents.  The statewide large district 
winner, which will be announced May 
2, receives $100,000.
 Other finalists in the large 
district division this year are: Arlington 
ISD, Harlingen CISD, Humble ISD, Katy 
ISD, and Valley View CISD. 

 DSISD also was one of five 
finalists in 2014, but Edinburgh CISD 
was selected as the overall Large Dis-
trict winner.

 “We are 
thrilled to again 
be chosen as a 
district finalist in 
the HEB awards 
program,” said 
Superintendent 
Bruce Gearing. 
“Last year, the 
judges’ visit and 
awards ceremony 
were tremendous 
experiences that 

allowed us to showcase the students 
and staff of Dripping Springs ISD, as 
well as the innovative programs in our 
district.”
 H-E-B launched the Excellence 
in Education Awards program in co-
operation with the Texas Association 
of School Administrators in 2002 as a 
positive way to support public educa-
tion in Texas. It has become the larg-
est monetary program for educators 
in the state, spotlighting best practices 
and celebrating the passion and cre-
ativity of Texas educators. 

Five Dripping Springs High School students were 
named to the Texas Music Educators Association 
(TMEA) 5A All-State Band for 2014-15. All-state hon-
ors are determined by the results at Area auditions, 
where individual musicians perform selected music 
for a panel of judges who rank each instrument. 
Only the top 3 percent of musicians who initially 
audition are chosen as All-State. Selections from 
Dripping Springs High School are pictured (left to 
right): M.J. Jadeja, Euphonium; Eric Kiehnau, Tenor 
Trombone; Trixie Wilkins, Oboe; Seiler Hess, Bari-
tone Saxophone; and Clarice Norton, trumpet. This 
is the second consecutive year for Hess and Wilkins 
to earn all-state recognition.

DSHS Band Students Earn All-State Recognition



Message from the Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 It’s hard to believe that we are 
well into the spring semester. Our 
students are thriving in their class-
rooms and in other venues such as 
athletics and fine arts. In fact, it’s 
difficult to keep up with the amazing 
accomplishments of our students. 
In the last month alone, five band 
members earned all-state recognition, 
high school theatre students put on 
a fabulous production of “Annie Get 
your Gun,” students of all ages quali-
fied for the state Reflections contest, 
and one student placed fifth in the 
state in a speech/debate event. We 
know that our parents support their 
children every step of the way. I’d also 
like to acknowledge the outstanding 
work of our staff who sponsor out-of-
classroom enrichment opportunities 
for our students. 
 I am proud that our district 
has been recognized for the second 
consecutive year as a finalist in the 
H-E-B Excellence in Education awards 
program. There are more than 1,200 

school districts in Texas that may com-
plete applications for District of the 
Year, either in the small district (1A to 
4A high schools) or the large district 
(5A and 6A high schools) category. The 
application consists of seven compre-
hensive essay questions that allow 
districts to showcase their programs 
and people. The next step in the pro-
cess is a visit by a panel of judges that 
will involve students, staff and com-
munity members. This visit will occur 
on March 6. Judges will spend time at 
both secondary campuses to view our 
schools in action. The state winners 
will be announced on May 2. 
 We continue to work on the 
design of facilities that were included 
in last spring’s bond program. The 
design of the elementary school and 
middle school are relatively final and 
construction documents will go out 
for bid in the next few months. We 
also have made excellent progress on 
the design of the athletic facilities in 
the bond package (stadium, baseball/

softball complex, locker rooms). If you 
recall, the athletic facilities have been 
accelerated to a 2016 completion date 
in order to achieve savings in con-
struction costs. Thanks to all who have 
provided input into this process and 
to our architects, Huckabee, for being 
extremely responsive to our needs 
and requests.   
 Several of our elementary 
students accompanied me to Austin 
recently to make a presentation about 
The Leader in Me at the TASA (Texas 
Association of School Administrators) 
Mid-Winter Conference. They did an 
amazing job speaking in front of a 
large group of superintendents and 
administrators and I was extremely 
proud of our students and our dis-
trict.  
 All the best for a productive 
spring semester.
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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 Application packets are now available for those wish-
ing to run for a spot on the DSISD Board of Trustees. The 
election is scheduled  for May 9, 2015. The filing deadline 
for candidates is Feb. 27, 2015. Packets are at the DSISD 
Administration Building (510 W. Mercer St.). 
 This May, the current terms for trustees Carrie Fon-
tana-Kroll,  Tim Kurpiewski and Caroline Pekarek conclude. 
As of press time (Feb. 2), three individuals have indicated 
their intent to run: the incumbent Fontana-Kroll, as well as 
Mary Jane Hetrick and Shannon O’Connor. Information is 
available on the candidates at: http://www.dsisd.txed.net/
index.aspx?NID=326.
 Candidates for a public school district’s Board of Trust-
ees in Texas must:
• Be a United States citizen; 
• Be 18 years of age or older; 
• Not be mentally incapacitated (as defined in policy); 
• Have not been finally convicted of a felony; 
• Be a resident of Texas and the district for a specified 
period of time (see policy); and 
• Be a qualified voter. 

Filing Period for School Board

Dripping Springs ISD is seeking to hire bus drivers 
and substitute drivers. Drivers enjoy a school-year 
schedule, four hours per day, with starting pay of 
$16.02/hour. Paid training and benefits are includ-
ed. Call the DSISD Transportation Department at 
512.858.3004.
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January Board Meeting Briefs
 Assistant Superintendent Diane 
Flaim started the meeting with a pre-
sentation and public hearing on the 
Texas Academic Performance Report 
(TAPR).
 The fine arts program at Drip-
ping Springs High School was show-
cased during the Campus Spotlight. 
Other recognitions were: DSHS junior 
speech/debate team member Ryan 
Love, who placed fifth in the state Stu-
dent Congress competition; and the 
district for being named to the Texas 
Honors Circle as part of the Texas 
Comptroller’s FAST (Financial Alloca-
tion Study for Texas) program. 
 The following staff members 
received Above and Beyond Awards: 
Teresa Salazar, Alberta Galinda, Sole-
dad Gutierrez, Joe Montgomery, and 
Daniel Solis (custodial crew, RSE), Joe 
Green (DSHS), Errin Jennings (DSMS), 
Courtney Mielke (DSE), Cindi Wade 
(Central Office), and Jennifer Weger 

(WSE).
 Kerry Raney from the architec-
tural firm Huckabee provided a brief 
update on design of the new elemen-
tary school and new middle school 
that included a change to the entry 
area of the elementary school near 
the small parent parking area. Jason 
Andrus of Huckabee gave an update 
on athletic facilities. He reviewed the 
layout for the baseball/softball com-
plex, additional locker room facilities/
field house, and the stadium. Mr. An-
drus reviewed details about the fea-
tures of the field house at the south 
side of the stadium, which includes 
locker rooms for varsity and JV/fresh-
man football, team meeting rooms, 
coaches’ offices, a training room and 
a weight room. He also showed the 
currently planned location of the road 
extension to 290. 
 Action items included approval
of design development documents 

for the athletic facilities included 
in the bond program, approval of 
2015-16 budget parameters, and an 
adjustment to adult breakfast prices 
in school cafeterias (from $1.50 to 
$1.95).
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
provided an enrollment update and 
pointed out other notices received by 
the district. He also shared that Board 
members had received a review of the 
2009-14 strategic plan. 
 Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Elaine Cogburn 
introduced the monthly financial re-
ports and Ms. Flaim shared an update 
on the state assessment calendar and 
review of instructional materials. 
  The regular February Board 
meeting will be Feb. 23, 2015. An 
agenda review meeting will be held 
Feb. 16, 2015. Both meetings start at 
6 p.m. in the Board Room at the DSISD 
Administration Building.

Let the Battle Begin!

As part of the sixth-grade Educational Extension Day at Dripping Springs 
Middle School, history came to life! World Cultures classes culminated their 
unit of study on Rome with a simulated battle. Students created their own 
shields and learned about the Romans’ use of “Testudo” formations; parent 
volunteers attacked with “ammunition” that consisted of deer corn. Similar 
hands-on and fun activities were held in other subject area classes as well.

Bond Projects Display 
at Central Office

 A display of materials, planning 
documents and architectural render-
ings regarding projects included in the 
$92.4 million bond package are on 
display at the DSISD Administration 
Building (510 W. Mercer St.). Updates 
are provided at monthly Board meet-
ings and to stakeholders through the 
website (www.dsisdbond.net) and via 
e-mail.  
 Available for viewing are:
• poster-size renditions of the 
new elementary school, middle 
school, and stadium
• a display of sample materials 
that will be used for exterior and inte-
rior finishes (such as rock, tile, carpet, 
etc.) 
• handouts that have been pro-
vided to the DSISD Board of Trustees 
including layout and site plans for the 
elementary school and middle school 
and of athletic facilities
• map of the high school cam-
pus site where new athletic facilities 
will be placed
 The DSISD Administration 
Building is located at 510 W. Mercer 
St. It is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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 Lucy Hansen 
will join Drip-
ping Springs 
ISD as the new 
Director of 
Community 
Services.
 Ms. Hansen 
has spent the 
past 15 years 
with Potts-

boro ISD, including the past 11 and 
a half years as principal of Pottsboro 
Intermediate School. She started her 
career as a Special Education teacher, 
working in both Austin ISD and Sher-
man ISD, and also spent one year 
as an Assistant Athletic Director for 
Academic Affairs at Lamar Univer-
sity. While in Pottsboro, Ms. Hansen 

served as executive director of the 
Pottsboro ISD Education Foundation 
and as a member of the Pottsboro City 
Council. 
 A native of Austin, she earned 
both her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in education from The Univer-
sity of Texas.
 The DSISD Community Services 
Department offers many programs to 
students, staff, parents and commu-
nity members including the child care 
facility, extended child care services, 
elementary enrichment programs, 
summer camps, adult education op-
portunities, and online classes.
 Ms. Hansen will begin her new 
position at DSISD in February. She re-
places Debby Theis, who retired from 
the district.

Community Services Director Hired

Students Advance to State Reflections Contest
 The creative work of 17 Drip-
ping Springs ISD students will move on 
to the 2015 Texas PTA “Reflections” 
State Contest based on artistic merit, 
creativity, mastery of the medium, 
and interpretation of the theme. Each 
year the DSISD PTA Council hosts the 
Reflections program for students to 
submit creative works of art in various 
categories that follow a theme; this 
year’s theme was “The world would 
be a better place if.” One artwork 
piece was selected to represent DSISD 

from each grade division (Primary, 
Intermediate, Middle, and Senior) 
and from each Arts category (Dance 
Choreography, Visual Arts, Literature, 
Music Composition, Photography and 
Film Production).
 In addition, 18 students were 
honored with Awards of Merit and 
nine received honorable mention.
Winners at the state level will advance 
to the national level. State results will 
be posted on the Texas PTA website 
(txpta.org) in early March.

Students who have qualified for the state contest are:
Angela Cejka (DSHS) “People Like You” (Literature)
Catarina Covatta (DSMS) “If We Were Friends” (Visual Arts )
Parker DeBerry (RSE) “How You Live Can Make the World a Better  
      Place” (Literature)
Michelle Edick (DSHS) “Hope There’s Someone” (Dance)
Jhad Francis (DSHS) A short film about a teddy bear that can talk  
      (Film Production)
Evan Gabrielson (DSHS) “Share the Light” (Photography)
Christopher Gearing (DSMS) “The Dark Side Never Revealed” (Photography) 
Michael Gearing (DSE) “SYNERGIZE” (Musical Composition) 
Stephanie Gearing (DSE) “All-American Girls” (Literature)
Vivian Gomez (DSE) “Love Around the World” (Visual Arts)
Vivian Gomez (DSE) “Puppy Love” (Photography)
Lettie Thomas Hastings (DSMS) “A Dream of a World Without Hate” (Literature)
Caroline Manning (RSE) “Better Place” (Musical Composition)
Miranda McShan (DSHS) “Acceptance is Key” (Visual Arts)
Valentin Medina (DSHS) “If Fear Couldn’t Touch Us” (Musical 
        Composition)
Natasha Newton (DSE) “The Sunrise” (Photography)
Ava Rubenstein (RSE) “Homes Around the World” (Visual Arts)

 
 

 

Debaters at State
 Dripping Springs High School 
debate students Ryan Love and Cole 
Crawford had outstanding showings 
at the 5A UIL State Student Congress 
competition held in January. Love, a 
junior, finished fifth in the state and 
Crawford, a senior, was 15th.
 These two students competed 
against 50 other students from across 
the state of Texas. Within this mock 
legislative assembly competition, 
contestants draft legislation (pro-
posed laws and position statements) 
submitted to the tournament, and 
they research the docket of bills and 
resolutions dealing with real-world  
social and political policies prior to the 
contest to prepare their speeches. At 
the tournament, students caucus in 
committees, deliver formal discourse 
on the merits and disadvantages of 
each piece of legislation, and vote to 
pass or defeat the measures they have 
examined. Parliamentary procedure 
forms structure for the discourse, and 
students extemporaneously respond 
to others’ arguments over the course 
of a session.
 These students spent 14 hours 
debating legislation on their congres-
sional docket. Both Love and Crawford 
advanced to the final round of “Super 
Congress” and had the honor of com-
peting at the Texas State Capitol.
 This is the just the second time 
that the UIL has hosted a state compe-
tition in Student Congress.

State Finalist Ryan Love



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Senior Sam Brodsky was selected as the Austin Time Warner Cable News Scholar-Athlete of the Week the last week 

in January. Brodsky, who was a state quarterfinalist in tennis last year, is president of the senior class, a member of 
the choir, and is active in theatre.

• DSHS sophomore Emma Berthlesen placed 27th in the 2015 Gulen Institute Youth Platform, a highly competitive 
essay contest with more than 1,000 essays submitted from 65 countries and 35 states. The topic of this year’s es-
say contest was “Are Citizens of the World Succeeding in Lessening Global Poverty?” The essays were judged by a 
prestigious committee representing 22 colleges and universities in Texas. Emma was awarded $100 and will travel 
to Washington D.C., for an awards ceremony in April.

• Two DSHS musicians have qualified for the state UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest for string instruments. Evan Ga-
brielson (guitar solo) and Joseph Picardt (string bass solo) each received a Superior rating to qualify for the May 
competition to be held at UT.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The DSMS Student Council is leading the “Pennies for Patients” effort to raise money for the Leukemia and Lym-

phoma Society. 
• The spring dance will be held on Friday, Feb. 13, 2015, with sixth-graders scheduled for 4:30-6:30 p.m. and seventh- 

and eighth-graders from 7-9 p.m. The dance is being organized by the DSMS Student Council.
Dripping Springs Elementary:
• The Spring Book Fair will be held Feb. 9-13, including “Family Night” from 3:30-6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 10, 

2015.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The Rooster Springs PTA will host the annual Talent Show on Thursday, Feb. 19, starting at 7:00 p.m. in the cafete-

ria. 
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• School social events scheduled for February include the Talent Show (Feb. 19) and Family Fun Night (Feb. 20). 
• The fifth-grade Entrepreneurial Fair will be held on Feb. 27, 2015.

PAGE 5

Mascot Places First in State Competition

DSHS Mascot Maddy Kemper (Tiffany Tiger) recently won first place in the 
Mascot Division at the UCA (Universal Cheerleaders Association) Texas State 
Championships at Strahan Coliseum in San Marcos. For the competition, she 
prepared a skit, performed to music, and used props in a 90-second routine. 
Maddy, a sophomore, is in her second year as a mascot after serving as the JV 
mascot last year.

DSHS Seeking 
Portfolio Volunteers

 Each spring DSHS  graduating 
seniors make a portfolio presentation 
before a panel consisting of educators, 
community members, parents, and 
professionals. The organizing commit-
tee is now seeking individuals with all 
types and levels of expertise to sit on 
portfolio panels and help in the evalu-
ation process.
 The presentations are sched-
uled for Feb. 25-27 and March 2-10. 
Morning sessions are 8:30 a.m.–12:45 
p.m., and afternoon sessions are 1:00 
p.m.–4:15 p.m.
 In order to sign up for a 
position on a portfolio panel, choose 
date(s) and time(s) by following these 
three easy steps:
1. Click the following link to go to the 
DSHS invite page on VolunteerSpot.
2. Enter e-mail address. 
3. Choose spot(s); VolunteerSpot will 
send an automated confirmation and 
reminders.
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At left, junior Zach Reid 
explains his project, “Evapo-
ration Prevention Monolay-
ers” to a judge at the DSISD 
Secondary Science Fair that 
featured 61 total projects. 
Community and business 
volunteers served as judges, 
while students responded 
to questions and explained 
their experiments. Projects 
move on to the Austin Ener-
gy Regional Science Festival 
in Austin, and may qualify for 
state level or even national 
competitions.

Secondary Science Fair

 Dozens of fall athletes earned spots on all-district and academic all-district 
teams for 2014. 
 Named to the 25-5A All-District Football First Team were Ethan Fernea 
(DB) and Jacob Welborn (OL), while running back Joe Fex was named Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year.  Named to the All-District Second Team were:  Josh 
Embry (DB), J.D. Huff (TE), Drew Nesbit (LB), McKenly O’Neal (DL), Noah Orr 
(LB), Shep Sheppard (P), Braden Shields (PK), and Chris Wetterman (OL). Earning 
honorable mention were Nick Bever (WR), Alex Dance (LB), Sebastian Garcia 
(DL), Jacob Graner (OL), Reese Johnson (S) Brady McBride (WR), Ben Mikeska 
(LB), George Neef (DL), Andrew Symons (OL), Dalton Warren (LB), and Will Wit-
tenburg (WR).
 The following students were honored on the 25-5A Academic All-District 
Football Team based on their grade-point average: Tanner Beaty, Ryan Buehler, 
Claude Dance, Adan Dominguez, Hunter Elias, Joshua Embry, 
Ethan Fernea, Jacob Graner, Samuel Hays, Luke Hodsden, Kyle 
Houssian, Jacob Huff, Carson Ikels, Reese Johnson, Alec John-
ston, Brady McBride, George Neef, Ryan Nicholson, Hunter Pre-
wit, Andrew Symons, Trevor Vaughan, Connally Waight, Dalton 
Warren, Jacob Welborn, and Chris Wetterman. 
 Receiving cross country all-district honors were Colton 
Hawkins, Trevor Heinz, Hannah Moore and Alyssa Shroeder 
received all-district honors. Student-athletes who earned 
academic all-state recognition were:  Shannon Bonner, Gwen 
Cochran, Rachel Hammond, Kathleen Hooper, Maddie Kennedy, 
Emma Riggens, Hannah Slater, Ciana Vandermolen, Hannah 
Warwick, and Haley Willis. 
 In volleyball Morgyn Greer was the District 25-5A Player 
of the Year and Autumn Rounsaville was the District Defensive 
Player of the Year. Also named to the All-District First Team 
were Madison Green, Alissa Johnson and Ashley Waggle.  Claire 
Gravell, Reagan Kilgore and Carlie Shmidl earned spots on the 
All-District Second Team, and Judianne Shoenborn received 
honorable mention. Greer, Rounsaville and Waggle were 
named to the Texas Girls Coaches Association All-State Team. 
Earning spots on the District 25-5A Academic All-District Team 
were: Karen Crews, Madison Green, Kristen James, Alissa John-
son, Reagan Kilgore, Autumn Rounsaville, Judianna Schoen-
born, Carlie Shmidl, Garceyn Tippens, Ashley Waggle and Kasey 
Whitaker.
 

 The Spring 2015 Kidz Kol-
lege after-school enrichment 
classes start Feb.16, 2015.  Many 
classes still have openings and are 
listed at http://drippingspring-
sisd.revtrak.net  (click on “School 
Age Programs”). Registration also 
can be completed at this link.
 Spring Break camps are also 
available and are listed under 
“Seasonal Activities” and the 
“School Age Program” link.
 Families with younger 
children may want to check out 
the preschool enrichment classes 
that are available at http://drip-
pingspringsisd.revtrak.net  (click 
on “Community Programs” and 
open “Preschool Classes”).  
 Summer campus and 
other activities will be announced 
sometime in March.
 Please call the DSISD Com-
munity Education Office  at (512) 
858- 3021 with any questions.

Enrichment Classes 
Starting Soon

Fall District Honors Round-Up


