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IMPORTaNT DaTES
December 15
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration 

December 19
End of grading period

December 22-January 2
Winter Break

January 5
Staff Workday/Student Holiday

December 2014

Congratulations Lady Tigers!

The Lady Tiger volleyball team capped off an incredible season with an ap-
pearance in the 5A state championship game. After defeating A&M Consoli-
dated in three straight sets in the semifinal round, the Tigers were defeated 
by Lucas Lovejoy High School in the finals. DSHS, under the direction of head 
coach Michael Kane, ended the season with a 45-8 record. This was the sec-
ond consecutive trip to the state tournament for Dripping Springs, which has 
only one senior (setter Claire Gravell) on the squad.

District Planning Continues; Core Beliefs, Commitments Approved

CORE BELIEFS:
t	 Each child has unique worth and potential.
t Our schools and our staff have the power to positively change each child’s life.
t It is the responsibility of the school district, the student, the family, and the community together to identify, nur-
ture, and develop each child’s individual talent and passion.

CORE COMMITMENTS:
t We are committed to developing leaders, one child at a time.
t We are committed to empowering our teachers, staff, and administrators to foster the skills of critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration, and creativity.
t We are committed to identifying, nurturing, and developing each individual’s talent and passion.

VISION:
We inspire and equip students to be life-long learners and positive contributors to the world.

MISSION:
We partner with students, parents, and the community to provide a personalized and exceptional education for every 
student.

 Dripping Springs ISD is involved 
in multiple phases of planning for the 
district’s future. Stakeholders were 
actively involved in planning for the 
design of the new schools slated to 

open in 2017. Information gathered 
during that comprehensive process, as 
well as results of a recent survey, will 
be applied to the development of a 
long-term strategic plan.

  On Nov. 17, the DSISD Board of 
Trustees approved the following core 
beliefs and commitments that support 
the district’s vision and mission while 
guiding decisions. 



Message from the Superintendent:
A Trip to the White House
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 I hope everyone had an enjoy-
able Thanksgiving and is ready to 
dive into our last three weeks of the 
semester.
 You may have a seen a note that 
I was asked to participate in the Con-
nected Superintendents Summit host-
ed by President Obama and the U.S. 
Department of Education at the White 
House the week before Thanksgiving. I 
was one of 117 superintendents from 
around the country invited to attend 
the summit, called “ConnectED to the 
Future.” 
 I had the opportunity to meet 
with President Obama and U.S. Secre-
tary of Education Arne Duncan regard-
ing implementation of digital technol-
ogy in classrooms as tool to help our 
students obtain 21st Century skills. 
The goal of the initiative is to connect 
99 percent of students in classrooms 
nationwide to high-speed Internet.   
 Superintendents signed the 
Future Ready Pledge, committing to 
lead a transition in their districts to 
innovative teaching using technology. 
The Pledge was launched to “help 

school districts develop a culture 
where teachers harness the power 
of technology to personalize learning 
and provide quality digital content 
that fosters student inquiry and cre-
ativity.” There was conversation about 
not only the importance of connecting 
classrooms, but about how to effec-
tively integrate digital environments 
into current classrooms. 
 This experience affirmed for me 
that Dripping Springs ISD is, in fact, a 
leader when it comes to learning and 
innovation. We are taking the right 
steps to stay on the front end of this 
trend. I believe that our decision to 
implement the BYOD (Bring Your Own 
Device) program gradually and let it 
grow organically was the right ap-
proach. Some teachers in our district 
(mainly at the high school) already 
were encouraging students to use de-
vices in the classroom before we ever 
talked about BYOD district-wide. And 
since we started that conversation 
a year and a half ago, teachers have 
determined where these tools fit into 
their instructional plans. We also have 

been working on updating some of 
our technology infrastructure so that 
it will adequately support our growth. 
 I’d like to take a moment to 
thank teachers for their efforts in use 
of technology tools and in finding the 
right balance between technology and 
traditional classroom tools. I’d also 
like to thank parents for their sup-
port as we move forward to prepare 
our students for their futures. While 
sometimes education may look a little 
different than it did when we were 
kids, I think we are providing our stu-
dents with the same basic knowledge 
that we learned, and supplementing it 
with valuable life skills they will need 
to be successful in college and career. 
I often say, “It’s not about the technol-
ogy, it’s about the learning.”
 Have a great holiday season!
 Sincerely,

 
 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools
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At left, President Obama addresses aproximately 
100 school superintendents from around the 
country at the Connected Superintendents Sum-
mit. Above, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan (left) also spoke with the group about the 
Future Ready initiative. 
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November Board Meeting Briefs
 The Dripping Springs Middle 
School Technical Theatre program 
was the Campus Spotlight for No-
vember. Other recognitions were the 
state-qualifying girls’ cross country 
team and students who placed in the 
Central Texas Veterans Day Essay Con-
test. Above and Beyond awards were 
presented to: Laura Filipovich (Walnut 
Springs Elementary), Debbie Higgs 
(Central Office), Jennifer Moczygemba 
(Rooster Springs Elementary), Katie 
Pryor (Dripping Springs HS), Juan Soto 
(Dripping Springs Elementary) and 
Meg Steiner (Dripping Springs MS).
 A representative of Halff and 
Associates reported on the Traffic 
Impact Analysis, which included three 
main areas: off-site intersections 
(Sawyer Ranch Road/290 and Sawyer 

Ranch Road/Darden Hill Road), site 
access points to Sawyer Ranch Road, 
and on-site queuing. 
 Kerry Raney of Huckabee then 
provided an updated site plan for the 
new elementary/middle school cam-
pus, including parking and driveways 
to show how the queuing space could 
be accommodated. She also shared 
that stakeholder feedback on the pro-
posed exterior has been positive. Ms. 
Raney gave an update on the interior 
design of the Center for Learning and 
Innovation, including a new plan for 
stairways. She also reported that a 
stakeholder meeting was held to gath-
er input on athletic facilities, identify-
ing needs that will lead to preliminary 
designs of those facilities.

 Action items included approval
of contracts for the construction 
manager at risk and the construction 
materials testing consultant. A plan 
for reduction of the Child Nutrition 
fund balance was approved, as were 
the Board-developed core beliefs and 
commitments.
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
provided an enrollment update and 
Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Services Elaine Cogburn pointed out 
the interest earned on bonds on the 
cash investment report included in 
monthly financial documents.  
 The regular December Board 
meeting will be Dec. 15, 2014. No 
agenda review meeting will be held in 
the month of December.

 Dripping 
Springs High School 
senior Tori Gahagan 
earned a perfect 
composite score of 
36 on ACT college 
entrance exam she 
took in September. 
Tori, who previously 
was announced as the lone National 
Merit semifinalist from DSHS, is the 
daughter of Lisa and Alan Gahagan.
 Nationally, while the actual 
number of students earning a com-
posite score of 36 varies from year to 
year, on average, less than one-tenth 
of 1 percent of students who take the 
ACT earns the top score. Among test 
takers in the high school graduating 
class of 2014, only 1,407 of nearly 
1.85 million students earned a com-
posite score of 36.
 The ACT consists of tests in 
English, mathematics, reading and sci-
ence. Each test is scored on a scale of 
1-36, and a student’s composite score 
is the average of the four test scores.  
 Tori has been involved with 
marching band, National Honor Soci-
ety, Spanish National Honor Society, 
the Helping Hands Club and the Thes-
pian Society at Dripping Springs High 
School. She also has participated in 
UIL academic competition and served 
as president of the Physics Club.

Aladdin is a Magical Hit!

The Dripping Springs Middle School production of Aladdin Junior was a big 
hit, playing to full houses every night.  

ACT Perfect Score

HOLIDAY CLOSURES/FUN CAMP
 All Dripping Springs ISD schools and offices will be closed from Satur-
day, Dec. 20, 2014, to Jan. 4, 2015. Monday, Jan. 5, is a staff workday and 
student holiday. Students will return to school on Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2015.
 The DSISD Community Education Office will sponsor a Holiday Fun 
Camp for elementary-aged students on Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 22-23, as 
well as on Dec. 29, Dec. 30 and Jan. 2. To register, go to “On-Line Payments” 
on the DSISD website, then click on “School-Age Programs,” and “Seasonal 
Activities.”
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Fall National Signing Date

 Two Dripping Springs High 
School seniors signed national letters 
of intent on Nov. 12 to play athletics 
at the collegiate level. Jade Beerman 
will play volleyball at Northwestern 
State University (La.) and Alyssa (Aly) 
Fowler will compete in softball at 
West Liberty University (W. Va.). Be-
low is a summary of the accomplish-
ments of both student-athletes.

Jade Beerman, Volleyball, Northwest-
ern State University
During the 2013 DSHS season,  Jade 
Beerman was named to the All-Centex 
Third Team and earned honorable 
mention on the Texas Sports Writers 
Association All-State Team. She also 
earned a spot on the All-District First 
Team in both 2011 and 2013, and 
received second-team honors as a 
sophomore. As a freshman she was 
named the District Newcomer of the 
Year. In addition, she earned academic 
all-district honors for two years. For 
the past seven years, Jade has played 
volleyball for Austin Juniors top team, 

which won Bronze Medals at the USA 
Volleyball National Championship in 
both 2013 and 2014. The daughter 
of Robert and Jill Beerman, she twice 
was selected as the libero for the Lone 
Star Region High Performance Team.

Alyssa (Aly) Fowler, Softball, West 
Liberty University
On track to be a four-year letterwin-
ner, Aly Fowler has been the starting 
catcher for the Dripping Springs High 
School Lady Tigers since her fresh-
man season. She was selected to 
the All-District First Team last year 
after earning second-team honors 
as a sophomore. As a freshman, Aly 
was the team’s Defensive Player of 
the Year. Her career statistics include 
a .347 batting average, 16 RBI, 5 
doubles and a triple. The daughter of 
Doug and Karen Fowler, Aly also has 
earned academic all-district honors 
every year. Prior to Coach Womack’s 
arrival last year, Aly was coached by 
the late Keith Tuck at DSHS.

Tis the Season!
 During the holiday season, stu-
dents from Dripping Springs Middle 
School and Dripping Springs High 
School share their musical talents in 
several venues each year. 
 The DSHS Jazz Cats performed at 
both the Texas State Capitol Rotunda 
and Beckett Meadows Assisted Living 
Home on Dec. 2. 
 The DSMS choir is holding its 
winter concert on Dec. 10 starting at 
7 p.m. in the high school auditorium. 
The group also is performing at the 
Hill Country Care Center on Dec. 12.
 The high school choir’s holiday 
concert will be performed at the 
auditorium on Dec. 11 starting at 7:30 
p.m. The group also will head to The 
Heritage at Gaines Ranch retirement 
home on Dec. 12.
 The middle and high school 
choirs will team up to visit Rooster 
Springs Elementary and Walnut 
Springs Elementary on Dec. 12, 2014.
 The instrumental side of DSISD 
music also will be in action during the 
month of December. Following the 
DSMS Beginning Band concert Dec. 2, 
the seventh- and eighth-grade band 
will perform on Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the high school auditorium.
 The Dripping Springs High School 
Jazz Orchestra and Jazz Cats will hold 
a concert on Sunday, Dec. 14, starting 
3 p.m. in the DSHS auditorium. 
 All performances are free to the 
public.

SUPERINTENDENT’S PODCASTS AVAILABLE
Superintendent Bruce Gearing introduces an innovative program or student achievement in a 3-4 minute podcast that is avail-
able on the DSISD website. The link to podcasts can be found on the left-side tool bar on the district website homepage (www.
dsisd.txed.net) or on the Superintendent’s page. To be alerted when new podcasts are posted, sign up under the “Notify Me” 
function on the website (“Sign up to get email notifications, alerts, updates” is the second star below the map on the homep-
age). Approximately 12 podcasts are produced each semester, resulting in a new post every week or so. Recent podcasts have 
been posted about:  the middle school production of Aladdin Junior, new learning tools in Dripping Springs Elementary’s Center 
for Learning and Innovation, and Dr. Gearing’s visit to the Connected Superintendents Summit in Washington D.C.

As their parents look on, seniors Jade Beerman (left) and Aly Fowler signs 
national letters of intent with Northwestern State University  (volleyball) and 
West Liberty State University (softball), respectively.  DSHS softball coach 
Wade Womack also is pictured with Fowler and family.
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Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• On Nov. 13, DSHS students competed in the FFA Lone Star District Leadership Development Event (LDE), facing 

competition from nine other schools. Of the seven DSHS teams, four placed first, two were second, and one fin-
ished fourth. Six teams have advanced to the Area LDE competition. Teams that placed first were: Senior Chapter 
conducting, Greenhand Chapter Conducting, Greenhand Creed Speaking and Greenhand Quiz. 

• The Dripping Springs High School FFA competitive shooting team, which has 40 members, had a successful fall. At 
the Youth Target Foundation Trap and Sporting Clay November Open, the team (combined JV and varsity) placed 
first overall for combined sporting clays and trap. Separately, both the varsity and JV teams took first place in all 
three categories – sporting clays, trap and combined. The top varsity individual performer was Blayne Scallon, who 
won a shoot-off for second place in trap with a score of 98 out of 100. 

• In fall competition, the DSHS girls’ golf team broke several school records. The foursome of Lindsay Koppel, Alyssa 
Lefevre, Kelsey Kane and Kaitlyn Jackson set a new school record for combined four-player score for 18 holes with 
a total of 347. Lefevre also set a DSHS individual single-round record with a 73. Those records both were set at the 
Lake Travis Invitational at Lakecliff Country Club on Dec. 1; DSHS won the team title at that tournament and Alyssa 
was the individual medalist.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Noble Tigers were announced for the fall semester. DSMS Noble Tigers are students who make themselves and 

their surroundings the best that they can possibly be. They are recognized based on meeting requirements in the 
areas of academics, discipline, community service and Tiger Traits.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• PTA Family Movie Night will feature “The Polar Express” on Friday, Dec. 12, starting at 6:30 p.m.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The PTA Book Fair is scheduled for the week of Dec. 8-12, 2014.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The week of Dec. 8-12, 2014, has been designated as “Computer Science Week.”

Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit pho-
tos or story suggestions, please 
contact Director of Communi-
cations Dale Whitaker (dale.
whitaker@dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Shelly Reeves, vice president

Carrie Fontana Kroll, secretary
Ron Jones

Tim Kurpiewski
Caroline Pekarek
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: Bruce Gearing, 
Ed.D.

A Walnut Springs tradition is the annual Literacy Parade. All students choose a 
character from a book they have read and dress up in a costume representing 
that character. Classes then have an opportunity to display their costumes in 
front of all WSE students. Teachers also join in the fun. Above, Kaylie McGrath 
(“Dorothy” from The Wizard of Oz) is shown with her third-grade class. 

Celebrating Books!


