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Teachers of the Year Announced
 Five Dripping Springs ISD teachers 
recently were surprised with good news 
when Superintendent Bruce Gearing and 
their principals stopped in their class-
rooms to announce their selection as 
2014 Campus Teachers of the Year. 
 The five campus Teachers of the 
Year are: Linda Atkinson (Rooster Springs 
Elementary, art), Karol Holden (Dripping 
Springs Middle School, U.S. history), Ra-
chael Koske (Dripping Springs High School, 
theatre), Lisa Stoll (Dripping Springs 
Elementary, fourth grade) and Lindsey 
Thomas (Walnut Springs Elementary, art).
 From this group, the DSISD Elemen-
tary Teacher of the Year and Secondary 
Teacher of the Year will be chosen and 
announced at the Board of Trustees meet-
ing May 27, 2014. Campus winners were 
selected based on peer nominations and 
votes. The district winners will be cho-
sen by a committee of retired educators 
following an interview. The two district 
winners will represent Dripping Springs 
ISD in the state Teacher of the Year con-
test.  
[See Page 4 for bios of this year’s Teachers 
of the Year.] Top Row: Linda atkinson and Karol 

Holden; Center: Rachael Koske; Bottom 
Row: Lisa Stoll and Lindsey Thomas. 

The FFA Land Evaluation Team from DSHS competed in the National Land and Range 
Competition in Oklahoma City on May 1, and placed 37th out of 93 teams. In the in-
dividual competition, Patrick Bowers placed 13th in the nation.  This team consists of 
(left to right): Scott Handley, Patrick Bowers, Lance Kilgore, and Hunter Elias. This was 
the first year for Dripping Springs High School student teams to compete in this event.

FFA Team Competes at Nationals



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 I’d like to begin by recognizing and 
congratulating our five Campus Teachers 
of the Year:  Linda Atkinson, Karol Holden, 
Rachael Koske, Lisa Stoll and Lindsey 
Thomas. These individuals were selected 
by their colleagues at their schools, which 
truly is an honor. In a district like Dripping 
Springs ISD, that honor is magnified be-
cause, frankly, the competition is tough! 
We have many exceptional teachers who 
are willing to do whatever it takes for 
their students to learn and succeed, and 
to make sure they feel happy and secure 
in the classroom. Today, teaching is much 
more than writing a lesson plan, and 
delivering a lecture. Teaching is about 
figuring out the most effective ways to 
connect with students who are growing 
up in a different world than we did.  Our 
teachers accomplish this challenging task 
every day, and our students respond with 
flying colors! Teaching is also about un-
derstanding the individual needs of each 
student and reaching out to him or her in 
a meaningful way. I believe our teachers 
in DSISD are exceptionally good at that 

differentiated approach, too. 
 For many years Dripping Springs 
ISD did not conduct a Teacher-of-the-Year 
competition. We started the program 
two years ago and it has been positively 
received by our staff. The next step is that 
the five campus winners will interview 
with a committee of retired educators 
and an Elementary and Secondary District 
Teachers of the Year will be announced on 
May 27.
 As we enter the homestretch of the 
school year, I’d like to thank the parents 
and volunteers who go the extra mile to 
support our district and campuses. Volun-
teers step forward in numerous ways.  Our 
Dripping Springs Education Foundation is 
led by a volunteer board that plans special 
events and implements a giving campaign 
to benefit our students, teachers, and the 
district as a whole. Parent volunteers are 
active on campuses, helping with class-
room activities, assisting in workrooms 
and more. PTAs at each campus are run by 
volunteers and support campuses in many 
ways. Parents whose children are involved 

in specific organizations or extracurricular 
activities help out behind the scenes to 
make those activities more rewarding for 
students.  To all who step forward to assist 
our students, staff and schools, please ac-
cept my sincere gratitude. 
 Currently the district is in the 
process of developing a budget for the 
2014-15 school year.  Our Business Office 
has been gathering information and meet-
ing with campus administrators to address 
needs that have been identified at our 
schools. The biggest challenge we have is 
predicting an accurate enrollment number 
at a time of increasingly fast growth in our 
district. We will continue to build the bud-
get, which will be presented to the Board 
in June.
 Best wishes for a smooth ending to 
the school year!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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The Dripping Springs High School Drumline won the Gold Medal at the Texas Color 
Guard Circuit Percussion State Championships in early April. The Tiger drumline’s 
show, “Put Your Hands Together,” took top honors among 10 groups in the Scholastic 
A Class. The drumline is under the guidance of Assistant Band Director Jason Littleton.

Drumline Wins State Title Election Day May 10
 The May 10 election includes 
both a DSISD bond referendum for 
$92,410,000 and two positions on 
the DSISD Board of Trustees. 
 The four individuals running 
for the two Board positions are (in 
ballot order): Wayne Egeler, Barbara 
Stroud, Ron Jones  and Alan Atwood.
 Voting on May 10 will be held 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Precincts 333, 
440, 441 and 449 vote at the DSISD 
Administration Building and Precincts 
442, 443, 444 as well as Travis County 
Precincts 308, 316 and 361 are 
assigned to Sunset Canyon Baptist 
Church.
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U.S. News Ranking Earns “Gold Medal”
 Dripping Springs High School is 
featured on the U.S. News & World Re-
port list of the nation’s top high schools, 
earning the designation of “Gold Medal” 
for the first time; the previous two years 
DSHS was designated as a “Silver Medal” 
recipient. DSHS also has jumped up the 
list significantly compared to a year ago, 
and currently is ranked 52nd in the state 
of Texas and #466 on the national list. The 
national ranking represents a jump of 63 
places from 2013 for Dripping Springs HS. 
 U.S. News & World Report evalu-
ated more than 31,000 high schools and 
awarded 500 Gold Medals, 1,519 Silver 
Medals, and 2,688 Bronze Medals to the 
top-performing schools. In Texas, 1,382 
high schools were analyzed for the publi-
cation’s “Best High Schools” 2014 rankings 
and 54 earned Gold Medals. Of those 
Texas schools ranked higher than DSHS, 
only four were comprehensive 4A high 
schools (others were specialty or magnet 
schools). 
 U.S. News & World Report part-
nered with the Washington, D.C.-based 
American Institutes for Research (AIR), to 

implement the rankings’ methodology. 
A three-step process was used to deter-
mine the Best High Schools. The first two 
steps ensured that the schools serve all of 
their students well, using performance on 
state proficiency tests as the benchmarks. 
For those schools that made it past the 
first two steps, a third step assessed the 
degree to which schools prepare students 
for college-level work. These rankings are 
based on 2012 data.

 The Dripping Springs Hi-Steppers 
were successful at the ADTS (American 
Dance/Drill Team) Nationals, including 
being named National Medium School 
Champions in Officer Lyrical, Team Kick, 
Modern and Lyrical. In the overall stand-
ings, DSHS placed fifth in Medium School 
Team and Officers.
 Dripping Springs also earned 
second place in Medium School Academic 
Standings with a cumulative grade-point 
average of 3.54.
 Other awards earned were: fourth 
place in Team Novelty, second place in 
Officer Jazz, and third place in Officer Hip 
Hop. The Hi-Steppers received the Gussie 
Nell Davis Team and Officers Award for 
earning all I ratings ( scores of 93 or better 
from all judges).
 Several individual students also re-
ceived honors. Lela and Lauren Mamrosh 
were selected for the Jr. All American High 
Kick company. Haley Schmidt advanced to 
the second round of the Senior Miss High 
Kick Competition. Senior captain Emily 
Green placed sixth in the overall medium 
school solo finalist rankings. Soloists 
receiving I ratings were: Kendra David, 
Emma Berthelsen, Ashley Sikes , Haley 
Sikes, Ellie Kuykendall and Alyssa Rivera.

 All three Dripping Springs High 
School students entered in the 2014 VASE 
(Visual Arts Scholastic Event) state compe-
tition received all-state medalist honors. 
In order to become an all-state medalist, 
the artist’s piece must receive the highest 
score of 4 from the judges.
 Keiran Greer’s pastel titled “Century 
Plant” also was awarded a Gold Seal, the 
highest possible award presented at the 
event. Only 1 percent of all entries receive 
the Gold Seal.
 Alyssa Galloway and Weatherly Saw-
yer, both of whom qualified for the state 
contest in 2013 as well, were chosen as 
all-state medalists. Alyssa’s entry, “Skinny 
Love,” was an oil painting, and Weatherly 
Sawyer’s piece, “Down to Earth,” was 
done in colored pencil.  All three medal-
ists are students of Jay Bates.
 The event is sponsored by the Texas 
Art Education Association.

Students Win All-State Medals Hi-Steppers Earn Titles

 Of 23 seventh-graders from Drip-
ping Springs Middle School who took the 
SAT or ACT exam as part of the annual 
Duke Talent Identification Program (Duke 
TIP) Seventh-Grade Talent Search, 11 
have been recognized for their high level 
of achievement. Academically talented 
students across the United States who 
have scored in the 95th percentile on a 
grade-level achievement test – such as the 
TAKS or STAAR assessments – are invited 
to participate in the Duke program.
 Eleven DSMS students were rec-
ognized at the state level, which means 
they earned scores equal to or better than 
half of the college-bound seniors who 
took the tests. They are: Jacob Bryant, 
Aubrie Caldwell, Emily Curran, Jackson 
Greene, Camryn Horst, William Johnson, 
Reid Lohman, Ben Marsan, Molly Moyni-
han, John Nolen and Bailey Phillips. These 
students are eligible to attend a Duke TIP 
state recognition ceremony in May.
 These students also have been in-
vited to attend either the Duke TIP Center 
for Summer Studies or the Academy for 
Summer Studies.

DSMS Students Earn 
Duke TIP Reconition

“The Century Plant” by Keirnan Greer

Make-Up Day Reminder 
Monday, May 26, is a school day to make up for days lost as a result 

of bad weather experienced earlier this year.
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LINDa aTKINSON:  Linda Atkinson has been teaching art in Dripping Springs ISD 
for seven years after working in Austin ISD for 14 years.  She is certified to teach 
art at all grade levels (PreK-12). Mrs. Atkinson earned a bachelor’s degree in Art 
Education from Mississippi State University, then earned her master’s degree from 
the University of Louisville in Art Therapy.  
KaROL HOLDEN:  Karol Holden is in her 10th year teaching American History 
and pre-AP American History at Dripping Springs Middle School. Mrs. Holden 
also taught for 18 years in Frenship ISD in Lubbock, where she also coached two 
state-champion Future Problem Solving teams. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Secondary Education from Texas Tech University, and is certified in Gifted and 
Talented.
RaCHaEL KOSKE:  Rachael Koske began her teaching career at Dripping Springs 
High School, where she is in her eighth year leading the Theatre program. DSHS 
Theatre has had an outstanding year, with the musical production earning 12 
nominations in the Greater Austin High School Musical Theatre Awards and the 
One-Act Play advancing to state. Mrs. Koske, who earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Theatre from Louisiana State University, also works with SummerStock Austin at 
the Long Center each summer.
LISa STOLL:  Lisa Stoll is in her 10th year teaching at Dripping Springs Elementary 
and her 11th year overall as a teacher. She spent three years teaching Special 
Education, three years at third grade, and the last five years at fourth grade where 
she currently teaches students in the ACE (Academic Challenge and Enrichment) 
program. Mrs. Stoll found her calling as an educator after starting her career as an 
accountant. She graduated from Southern Methodist University, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in business.
LINDSEY THOMaS:  Lindsey Thomas has spent all seven years of her teaching 
career in DSISD, four years at Rooster Springs Elementary and the past three at 
Walnut Springs Elementary. Mrs. Thomas earned a bachelor’s degree in Studio Art 
from Texas State University with an all-level certification in art education (PK-12). 

Teachers of the Year (continued) Music Award Round-Up
r	 The DSHS Concert band, Symphonic 
band, and Wind Ensemble all were award-
ed straight First Division ratings from all 
judges at the UIL Concert & Sightreading 
Contest. The DSHS band program was 
awarded a Sweepstakes trophy for receiv-
ing first division ratings in both marching 
and concert.
r	 All three DSMS bands – Concert 
Band, Symphonic Band and Wind Ensem-
ble – earned the highest rating possible, a 
“Superior,” at the UIL Concert and Sight-
reading Contest. 
r	 All three DSHS choirs that competed 
(Treble Choir, Concert Choir, Chamber 
Choir) received “Sweepstakes” ratings at 
the UIL District Choir Contest March 26.
r	 The Dripping Springs Middle School 
Varsity Treble Choir earned all Superior 1 
ratings in both concert and sight-reading, 
and was awarded Sweepstakes at the 2014 
UIL Concert and Sight-Reading Contest 
held April 17 at the Hays Performing Arts 
Center. 

 DSHS students David Slater and 
Ryan Love have advanced to the National 
Speech and Debate Association’s National 
Tournament this June in Overland Park, 
Kansas. They will compete against hun-
dreds of students from across the nation 
in Public Forum Debate. This is the first 
time in more than 10 years that a DSHS 
student will compete at this national tour-
nament. Slater and Love qualified based 
on their results at the National Speech 
and Debate Association’s national quali-
fier (‘Heart of Texas’ chapter) on April 4-5. 
Students from schools of all sizes across 
Central Texas and from the Dallas area 
competed.

Debaters Qualify 
for National Meet

      David Slater    Ryan Love

One-Act Play Qualifies for State
The cast and crew of the DSHS 
One-Act Play “Eurydice” were 
co-champions at the region con-
test and qualified for the state 
competition. Amanda Cripe was 
named to the All-Star Cast and 
Milo Tucker was named to the 
Outstanding Technical Crew. The 
state competition will be held at 
Bass Concert Hall in Austin May 
20, 2014. More than 1,200 school 
started the competition with 
zone/district contests, and only 5 
percent of those will perform at 
the state level. This is the first time 
Dripping Springs High School has 
advanced to the state finals. The 
other regional co-champion was 
Laredo Nixon High School.
AT RIGHT: Senior Amanda Cripe 
earned recognition on the “All-Star 
Cast” at the region contest.



 Fifth- and eighth-grade students 
in Dripping Springs ISD recorded strong 
results on the State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness (STAAR) in Read-
ing and Math given in April, according to 
preliminary results from the first adminis-
tration of the tests.
 Results are reported as Level I (Un-
satisfactory Performance) or not meeting 
the passing standard, Level II (Satisfactory 
Performance) or meeting the passing 
standard, and Level III (Advanced Perfor-
mance).
 In Reading, 95 percent of DSISD 
fifth-graders passed and 41 percent 
earned Advanced Performance (Level 
III) status. For eighth grade, the passing 
number was 96 percent and 45 percent 
performed at Level III. Statewide, 76 
percent of fifth-graders and 82 percent of 
eighth-graders met the passing standard.
 On the Math STAAR, 94 percent 
of DSISD fifth-graders met the passing 
standard and 31 percent scored at the 
Advanced Performance level. An impres-
sive 99 percent of eighth-graders passed 
the test and 32 percent scored at Level III.
 Under state law, Texas students 
in Grades 5 and 8 must pass the STAAR 
Reading and Math tests to be promoted 
to the next grade. A second adminis-
tration of the STAAR Grades 5 and 8 
mathematics and reading assessments is 
scheduled in May.
 The STAAR tests are given in Read-
ing, Writing, Math, Social Studies and 
Science for elementary and middle school 
grade levels. High school students take 
end-of-course exams.
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Dripping Springs ISD fifth-graders already are starting to prepare for their transition 
to Dripping Springs Middle School in the fall. On April 29, fifth-grade parents and their 
students were invited to the “Sixth Grade Showcase.” Administrators, counselors and 
teachers were on hand to answer questions, elective classrooms were open, core aca-
demic teachers shared information, and families could walk the building. Then later 
in the week fifth-graders from each school visited DSMS during the day and heard 
from assistant principals and counselors about some of the differences between 
elementary and middle school and toured the campus. In August, other opportunities 
for incoming students to adjust to the middle school will be held. Above, sixth-grade 
Social Studies teacher Tenchita Marr visits with students and parents.

DSMS Welcomes Rising Sixth-Graders Students Fare Well
on STAAR 

 Paula 
Mathews, Drip-
ping Springs 
Middle School 
math teacher, 
was chosen as a 
semifinalist for 
the H-E-B Excel-
lence in Educa-
tion Teacher of 
the Year award. 
She advanced to 
the semifinalist 
group of 150 teachers statewide out of 
900 applications submitted.

DSMS Teacher 
Recognized by H-E-B

 Both the Tiger var-
sity softball and baseball 
teams are on a playoff 
run. The Lady Tigers will 
face Canyon High School 
in the regional quarter-
finals May 8-9, while 
the baseball team plays 
Kerrville Tivy High School 
May 9-10 in the area play-
off round.  
 The DSHS boys’ 
and girls’ track teams 
were well-represented at the Region IV 
meet April 24-25. For the boys’ team, 
Steven Galli (1,600 Meters) and David 
Phillips (High Jump) qualified for the state 
championships. Both Galli and Phillips 
placed second in their events to earn 
spots at the state meet May 9-10, 2014, in 
Austin. Galli recorded a time of 4:21.50 in 
the 1,600 Meters; he also was third in the 
800 Meters. Phillips’ top high jump of 6-6 
was just one inch shy of the winning mark; 
he also was seventh in the Long Jump.
 Several other track athletes 
recorded top-10 finishes: Blake Chiumi-
netta, fourth, 800 Meters; Jacob Graner, 

Spring Sports Round-Up
fourth, Discus; Blake 
Cavender, sixth, Pole Vault; 
Trevor Heinz, eighth, 1,600 
Meters;  Jeremy Pomeroy, 
eighth, High Jump; 4x400-
Meter Relay Team, eighth; 
Shep Shepard, ninth, High 
Jump.
 Members of the girls’ 
track team broke three 
school records and re-
corded four top-10 finishes. 

Hailey Hodsden placed fourth in the 
200-Meter Dash, but her preliminary time 
of 25.74 set a new school record. The 
4x100-Meter Relay and the 4x200-Meter 
Relay teams were sixth, setting school 
records in both events. Also placing sixth 
was Hannah Moore, with a time of 2:21 in 
the 800 Meters.
 At the middle school, both the 
seventh and eighth grade boys’ and girls’ 
track teams swept the Highland Lakes 
Middle School District Track Meet on 
April 4, winning all four district titles. 
DSMS competed against Lake Travis MS, 
Hill Country MS, Hudson Bend MS, West 
Ridge MS and Marble Falls MS.   
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 Two students from DSHS were 
successful at the Texas Association 
of Pupil Transportation (TAPT) State 
Speech Contest. Based on the deliv-
ery of six-minute speeches on bus 
safety, freshman Andja Bjeletich won 
the ninth-grade division, and also 
received $650 in cash. Senior Makayla 
Vandeveer was third in the 12th-grade 
division and won $250 to put towards 
college.
 TAPT, which promotes safe and 
efficient pupil transportation for Texas 
public school districts, sponsors this 
contest annually.

 Dripping Springs Middle School is 
one of six finalists nationally for the 2014 
“School of the Year” Award presented by 
the National Association of Middle School 
Principals (NAMSP). The award is based 
on criteria such as academic achievement, 
extracurricular opportunities, attendance/
discipline, and student performance on 
assessments. 
 The other finalists are Boynton 
Middle School (New Ipswich, N.H.), East 
Aurora Middle School (East Aurora, N.Y.), 
Northeastern Middle School (Wolf, Pa.), 
Pioneer Trail Middle School (Olathe, Kan.) 
and Hesston Middle School (Hesston, 
Kan.).
 The winning school will be an-
nounced at the organization’s summer 
conference at the end of June. Last year 
DSMS was recognized as the state winner 
and national runner-up for the NAMSP 
Safe Schools Award.

DSMS Finalist 
for Award

Andja Bjeletich (left) and Makayla Vandeveer

Students Honored in State Speech Contest

Scholarship Season for Seniors! 
DSHS senior Chase Miller recently 
received a visit from Texas Tech 
University Rawls College of Busi-
ness Dean and Professor of Finance, 
Lance Nail. Dr. Nail visited DSHS 
to honor Chase by presenting a 
substantial financial scholarship and 
formal acceptance into the Rawls 
College of Business Leadership Pro-
gram. Only 12 high school seniors 
were selected from 90 who applied. 
Last year Dripping Springs High 
School graduates received nearly $8 
million in scholarship offers.  

April Board Meeting Briefs
 The April Board meeting began 
with a campus spotlight that showcased 
Walnut Springs Elementary “Green Team.”
 The Dripping Springs High School 
drumline that captured the 2014 state 
championship was recognized, as well as 
the DSHS Winterguard that placed fifth at 
the state competition.  
 Other students recognitions were 
the DSHS Hi-Steppers that won multiple 
honors at the ADTS nationals, second-
ary students whose projects qualified for 
the ExxonMobile State Science Fair, and 
middle school students who earned state 
recognition in the Duke Talent Identifica-
tion Program.    
 Staff members who were presented 
with Above and Beyond Awards were: 
Alicia Cruz (DSES), Ronna Cruz (RSES), Amy 
Watson (WSES), Kevin McPherson (DSMS), 
Jason Littleton (DSHS) and John Crowley 
(Child Nutrition). 
 Student Services Coordinator 
Rhonda Whitman introduced two new 
recommendations from the School Health 
Advisory Committee (SHAC).

 Representatives from the architect 
firm Huckabee shared information with 
Board members about different types of 
construction delivery methods.  
 Remaining bond funds from the 
2007 program were approved for four 
projects: HS projection screen in main 
gym; HS sound panels in weight room; HS 
ventilation improvements in locker room; 
and resealing/repaving of parking lots dis-
trict-wide. Updated budget parameters re-
garding projected student enrollment and 
attendance were approved.
 Assistant Superintendent for Learn-
ing and Innovation Greg Jung introduced 
measures that have been developed 
for use on the Community and Student 
Engagement Rating Instrument, which is a 
requirement of House Bill 5. 
 In May, an agenda review meeting 
is scheduled for May 19 and the regular 
Board meeting is Tuesday, May 27. Both 
start at 6 p.m. in the Board Room at the 
Administration Building.

RSE Supports 
Military Families

Second-grade students from Wendy Pow-
ers’ class at Rooster Springs Elementary 
recently purchased 324 dolls for “Opera-
tion Give-a-Hug.” The students held a 
sockhop to raise money for the organiza-
tion, which provides support to families 
of military personnel. The red, white and 
blue dolls have a spot where children can 
place a picture of mom or dad who may 
be serving away from home. Students in 
Mrs. Powers’ class took the initiative to 
support the program, and raised $2,800 
to accomplish their goal. On April 18, rep-
resentatives of Camp Mabry attended an 
assembly at the campus, where the dolls 
were presented.



PAGE 7

Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact Director of Communications 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president

Shelly Reeves, secretary
Alan Atwood

Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

Foundation Presents Teacher Grants
 Each year the Dripping Springs Edu-
cation Foundation (DSEF) awards Innova-
tive Teaching Grants to DSISD educators 
who submit applications seeking support 
for creative, “out-of-the-box” projects 
designed to inspire and elevate their 
students’ learning experience. This year, 
DSEF presented $63,263 in Innovative 
Teaching Grants to fund 15 DSISD teacher 
projects, representing all five campuses in 
the district.  The grants were made pos-
sible through the support of DSEF’s indi-
vidual and corporate donors and partners.  
 All DSISD teachers and staff are 
eligible to submit grant applications. Ap-
plications are reviewed without regard to 
teacher name or school by a committee 
comprised of Foundation board mem-
bers and community volunteers. DSEF is 
deeply committed to ensuring that the 
grants awarded cover the widest possible 
array of student needs and interests. A 
cornerstone of the Foundation’s mission 
is to support all who are doing their part 
to inspire our kids and their teachers to 
reach higher in their educational pursuits.  

 Founded in 1992 by volunteers, 
the Dripping Springs Education Founda-
tion raises private-sector funds to inspire 
academic achievement and innovative 
teaching at every school in DSISD.

2014 DRIPPING SPRINGS ED FOUNDATION GRANT RECIPIENTS
“Little Bits of Fun,” Lindsey Mahany, Dripping Springs Elementary, $2,758
“Printing Our Future in 3D,” Lindsey Mahany, Dripping Springs Elementary, $7,729
“ActivTable,” Katie Hollis, Rooster Springs Elementary, $6,000
“Weatherbug Weather Station,” Katie Hollis, Rooster Springs Elementary, $3,730
“Little Bits of Fun,” Katie Hollis, Rooster Springs Elementary, $2,758
“F&P Leveled Literacy,” Lacey Kissinger, Rooster Springs Elementary, $3,961
“We-Do Robotics,” Marisa Vickery, Walnut Springs Elementary, $2,732
“Little Bits of Fun,” Marisa Vickery, Walnut Springs Elementary, $2,758
“Change the World,” Wendy Middleton, Dripping Springs Middle School, $1,500
“Bringing the Alamo to DS,” Paige Frontera, Dripping Springs Middle School, $2,500
“Mimeo,” Donna Weikert, Dripping Springs Middle School, $3,595
“Colonial Williamsburg,” Karol Holden, Dripping Springs Middle School, $4,000
“Raspberry Pi,” Jad Jadeja, Dripping Springs High School, $5,500
“Digital Microscopes,” Kathy Shepherd, Dripping Springs High School $9,741
“Colonial Williamsburg,” Angela Tennison, Dripping Springs High School, $4,000

Presenting a grant 
to Dripping Springs 
Elementary are (left to 
right): DSEF Staff As-
sistant Jennifer Misko, 
Board Member Rachel 
Crutchfield, DSES prin-
cipal Trish Hassell, DSE 
Facilitator for Learning 
and Innovation Lindsey 
Mahaney, and Superin-
tendent Bruce Gearing. 

DSEF Teachers of the Month
 The Dripping Springs Education 
Foundation honors DSISD teachers 
through the “Teacher of the Month” pro-
gram.  Each month a teacher from a differ-
ent school is recognized, with campuses 
determining the selection process.
 In March, Stephen Mihill from 
Dripping Springs Middle School  was 
recognized and in April the honors went 
to Chandler Klein at Dripping Springs 
Elementary. Mr. Mihill teaches World 
Cultures and is the head soccer coach. 
Mrs. Klein, who actually attended DSES as 
a student, teaches first grade.   

 The award is sponsored by Lone 
Star Bank.

Chandler Klein       Stephen Mihill


