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Dripping Springs ISD has surpassed
a milestone as student enrollment for the
2013-14 school year has topped 5,000
students. In fact, district enrollment is
nearing 5,100 as additional students were
present in the second week of school.
As of Sept. 6, the enrollment of 5,076
represents a growth rate of 6.4% over the
2012-13 school year, which is in the high
growth scope of the 2012 demographic
report.
“Our numbers certainly indicate that
growth has increased at a higher rate than
was projected in moderate growth scenarios,” noted Superintendent Bruce Gearing.
“We also have welcomed a relatively high
number of students from private school
and home-school backgrounds this fall.”
According to estimates, 52 students
who previously attended private schools
and 12 who had been home-schooled are
new to DSISD in 2013-14.
An update to the demographic
report that was completed last year has
been posted to the DSISD website. See:
http://www.dsisd.txed.net/DocumentCenter/View/66839.

a year ago

Enrollment Nears 5,100 Students

Inside this issue
Superintendent’s Message

2

DSMS Safety Award

2

Coffee With DSISD

2

First Day Photos

3

Board Briefs

3

Campus Happenings

4

DS Education Foundation

4

Important Dates
CAMPUS-BY CAMPUS
ENROLLMENTS (9.6.13)

Dripping Springs HS
Dripping Springs MS
Dripping Springs Elementary
Rooster Springs Elementary
Walnut Springs Elementary

September 16
Board of Trustees Agenda Review Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Central Administration

1,486
1,177
849
762
802

PARENT REMINDER: DSISD’s funding is determined by Average Daily Attendance.
It is also critical for students to be present in class to reach their academic potential. Please make sure your child attends school each day unless he or she is ill.

DSHS Debaters Spice Up Convocation

This year’s back-to-school staff
Convocation was a motivating
event that welcomed teachers
and staff back for the school
year. Dripping Springs High
School debaters Cole Crawford (right in photo) and State
Champion David Slater (left in
photo) added a special touch to
the event by staging something
of a mock debate leading into
Superintendent Bruce Gearing’s
remarks, then sharing a meaningful message with teachers.
David Slater’s speech is available on YouTube (search David
Slater Dripping Springs).

September 20
Coffee with DSISD, Dripping Springs HS,
7:30-9:00 a.m., Center for Learning and
Innovation
September 23
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m.,
Board Room, Central Administration
October 4
Interim Grade Reports

PODCASTS
AVAILABLE
Every week Superintendent Bruce
Gearing introduces an innovative
program or student achievement in
a 3-4 minute podcast that is available on the DSISD website. The link
to podcasts can be found on the leftside tool bar on the district website
homepage (www.dsisd.txed.net) or
on the Superintendent’s page. To
be alerted when new podcasts are
posted, sign up under the “Notify
Me” function on the website (“Sign
up to get email notifications, alerts,
updates” is the second star below
the map on the homepage).

Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

We have had an exciting and
smooth start to the school year and I
would like to thank students, parents and
staff for making that happen! We have experienced a significant increase in student
enrollment this fall, which we expected
to some extent. However, the numbers
have hit the high side of our projections,
which means that we will reach capacity
at middle and elementary levels sooner
than expected. As of the second week of
school, we had 5,076 students. This represents nearly 300 more students than
were enrolled at the end of last year.
As a district, we are planning for
our future. We have re-formed the LongRange Facility Planning Committee to
examine current buildings and identify
future needs. This group, which consists
of representatives of all areas of our
community, met the first week of school
to hear an updated demographic report.

At its second meeting a financial advisor
will explain bonding capacity and other
financial considerations for school districts
planning future facilities. Then the LRFPC
will divide into subcommittees based on
type of facility: elementary, middle school,
high school, and extracurricular facilities.
These groups will study factors such as
capacity and use of current facilities, and
discuss potential strategies for meeting
student needs in the future. Eventually
the committee will present recommendations to the Board of Trustees, which likely
will include a bond program in some form.
The last time our district proposed (and
passed) a bond program was in 2007; it
resulted in the “swap” of the middle and
high school campuses, purchase of a tract
of land (at the intersection of Darden Hill
and Sawyer Ranch roads), and some other
improvements.
We have three new principals on

DSMS Honored With Safety Award

our campuses, as well as a new assistant
superintendent at the Central Office.
Please plan to be involved and stay
connected to your schools. I know there
are a lot of new families in our district,
and I am sure they will learn quickly that
our schools are the heart of the Dripping
Springs community. Not only do our high
school families attend DSHS events, but
middle school and elementary school
families actively support Tiger teams and
performances as well. Mark your calendar
for the first home football game of the
year at Tiger Stadium on Sept. 13, and the
Homecoming Parade down Mercer Street
on Sept. 18. Other sports at the middle
and high school also are in full swing, as
are many other activities that capture our
kids’ passions.
Sincerely,

Bruce Gearing
Superintendent

CoffeeWith
DSISD
Dripping Springs ISD again will host
community coffees this school year.
Parents and members of the Dripping
Springs community are welcome to
visit, ask DSISD administrators questions, and share ideas. This is a great
opportunity for parents who are new
to the district to learn more about
DSISD.

Dripping Springs Middle School has been honored as the state winner of the National
Association of Middle School Principals Safe Schools Award in recognition of the
school’s overall safety program, including staff training, student training/preparation,
incident response and emergency planning. In addition, DSMS placed third nationally
for this award. Pictured are Blake Hays, DSMS Principal, and Amy Koenig, Assistant
Principal who oversees campus safety, displaying the award and banner.

A fall coffee and a spring coffee have
been scheduled:
September 20 2013, 7:30-9:00 a.m.
Dripping Springs High School, Center
for Learning and Innovation
February 7, 2014, 7:30-9:00 a.m.
Walnut Springs Elementary
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First Day of School Scenes
Scenes from the first day of school around DSISD (clockwise from top
left): DSHS students arrive at school on the first day; teacher Jennifer
Franco helps Caleb Nelson as he leaves after his first day of kindergarten at Walnut Springs Elementary; DSMS instructional aide Nancy
Dolezal helps a student locate his homeroom assignment; DSES Principal Trish Hassell welcomes students and their families; the DSMS Tiger
mascot greets middle-school students headed into school August 27.

August Board Meeting Briefs

The first portion of the August 26
Board of Trustees meeting was a joint
meeting with the Dripping Springs City
Council. Jim Adams of McCann Adams Studio gave a report on the work
of the Sustainable Places Project that
was funded by a grant through CAPCOG
(Capitol Area Council of Governments).
Consultants have worked with community
members over the past year to develop
possible future changes to the town
center of Dripping Springs along Mercer
Street that potentially could involve district property.
DSISD also held a public hearing for
the 2013-14 tax rate, which is set at $1.49
($1.04 for Maintenance and Operations
and $0.45 for Interest & Sinking) per $100
property value.

John Doucet of the Dripping Springs
Education Foundation provided an annual
summary report on behalf of the organization and the Board approved renewal
of the district’s Memorandum of Understanding with DSEF.
Sergio Garcia of Perdue, Brandon,
Fielder, Collins & Mott reported on delinquent tax collections.
The Board approved several action
items, including purchase of some band
instruments, modifications to stipends,
the 2013-14 School Health Advisory Council members, and the 2013 tax rate.
Superintendent Bruce Gearing
reviewed updated enrollment numbers
as of August 26 (5,008 district-wide) and
reported on the administrative retreat.

Assistant Superintendent for
Business Services Elaine Cogburn, who
recently joined the district, reported that
she met with the auditors, and introduced
the monthly financial reports. 		
Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation Greg Jung provided a
summary report of ERG data regarding
academic and financial performance of
the district and campuses. He also summarized the state accountability ratings
for 2013.
In September, an agenda review
meeting is scheduled for Monday, Sept.
16, and the regular Board meeting is Sept.
23. Both begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Board
Room at the Administration Building.
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Campus Happenings

Dripping Springs High School:
• At the UCA (Universal Cheerleading Association) summer camp, the DSHS Varsity squad received Superior ratings, third place
for their Home Pom routine, second place for their Sideline cheer, second place for their Extreme routine dance and first place
for their Time-out cheer. Cheerleaders Brynn Brewer, Cara Swift, and Courtney Herron were selected as “All-Americans.” Both
mascots (Josh Bohls and Maddy Kemper) were selected as All-Americans and Josh received the Camp Champion award. The
JV squad received third place for their Home Pom routine. Both squads of the DSHS cheer team were selected to receive the
prestigious Leadership Award for their commitment to demonstrating the essence of leadership through cheerleading.
Dripping Springs Middle School:
• DSMS has a presence on Instagram; those interested can follow school news at:
#DrippingSpringsMiddleSchool.
• Meet the Teacher night on Sept. 3 was a success as parents followed their children’s schedules, meeting teachers in all courses. At right, Theatre Arts teacher
Larin Hinson addresses parents.
Dripping Springs Elementary:
• A Principal’s Coffee is scheduled for Sept. 27 at 8:00 a.m.
• Following completion some lingering construction on the new wastewater line,
both DSES playgrounds will be available for students starting the week of Sept.
9. Thanks to all staff and students for their patience!
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The new playground shade that was made possible by the PTA’s efforts was
installed recently for children to enjoy.
• RSES is implementing “Character Counts,” which is based on the Six Pillars of Character: Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship. The staff will provide recognition and reinforcement based on these characteristics.
These recognition opportunities will take the place of Knights of the Guild.
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The PTA-sponsored Spirit Store is available online, where T-shirts, water bottles and more can be purchased. The link is:
https://squareup.com/market/wse-pta.
• Principal Julie Pryor once again is featuring a “Principal’s Blog” on the campus website.

DS Ed Foundation Helps Bridge the Gap
The district and the Dripping Springs Education
Foundation would like to thank families, friends, business supporters and volunteers for contributions to the
Education Foundation during the 2012-13 school year.
As a direct result of the generosity of the community,
the Foundation donated an unprecedented $100,000 to
DSISD, to support academic goals and achievement in all Dripping Springs schools! The
Foundation’s long-term goal is to establish a reliable funding mechanism that will support enhanced learning opportunities for DSISD students from year to year.
DSEF has started its annual Bridge Builders Campaign for this year, with a 2014
goal of $200,000. Donations can be made online at www.dseducationfoundation.org or
by calling DSEF at (512) 858.3063.
In addition to its annual campaign, the foundation holds two events a year: the
Schoolhouse Scramble Golf Tournament in the fall and the Gala in the spring. Teams are
forming now for the Schoolhouse Scramble Golf Tournament, which is scheduled for
Thursday, Oct. 17, at Grey Rock Country Club.
The foundation also is in the midst of conducting a brief survey. It takes just a
few minutes to complete the survey for which a link was e-mailed to all parents; the
results will help the foundation serve our district and community.
Go to www.dseducationfoundation.org to learn more or to donate. Information
also is available on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Dripping-Springs-ISDEducation-Foundation/274938656427.

Inside DSISD is the Dripping
Springs Independent School
District newsletter for parents,
friends and the entire Dripping
Springs community.
Those wishing to submit photos
or story suggestions, please contact Director of Communications
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@
dsisd.txed.net).
DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:
Barbara Stroud, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president
Shelly Reeves, secretary
Alan Atwood
Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski
Jon Thompson
Superintendent:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.
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