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IMPORTaNT DaTES
February 10 
Specia Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Board 
Room, DSISD Administration Building  

February 14 
Interim Grading Period Ends  

February 17 
Student Holiday/Staff Workday; Agenda 
Review Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Board Room, 
DSISD Administration Building

February 24
Regular Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Board 
Room, DSISD Administration Building 

DSISD is Finalist for State Award
 Dripping Springs ISD is one 
of five school districts at the 
4A/5A levels to be chosen as s 
finalist for the 2014 
H-E-B Excellence in Education 
District of the Year Award. This 
is the first time ever that DSISD 
has been in the running for this statewide 
honor. Finalists were chosen based upon 
an application packet that included essay 
questions on: district goals and philoso-
phy, leadership development, curriculum 
development,  academic achievement, 
district innovations, financial decisions, 
and stakeholder involvement.  
 Other districts that have been select-
ed as finalists are Alamo Hts. ISD, Clear 
Creek ISD, East Central ISD and Edinburg 
CISD.
 “Being a finalist in the HEB awards 

program is an exciting honor 
for our district,” said Superin-
tendent Bruce Gearing. “The 
selection recognizes Dripping 
Springs ISD’s commitment to 
being student-centered and 
innovative in all that we do. I 

am proud of the students and staff whose 
efforts and achievements have positioned 
our district for this recognition.” 
 The next step in the selection 
process is a site visit by a panel of judges 
that will include stops at Dripping Springs 
High School and Dripping Springs Middle 
School on Feb. 21, 2014.  
 H-E-B will name one winner in the 
4A/5A division and one in the 1A-2A-3A 
division.  The statewide large district 
winner, which will be announced May 3, 
receives $100,000.

McBride Is DSHS Football Coach 
 Joe McBride 
was approved as the 
new head football 
coach at Dripping 
Springs High School 
on Jan. 27, 2014 by 
the DSISD Board of 
Trustees. McBride 
will serve as athletic 
coordinator and have 
involvement with the 
middle school football 

program as well. Coach McBride, who 
has been the head football coach and 
boys’ athletic coordinator at Coppell High 
School since 2009, has a total of 22 years 
of experience coaching at the 4A and 5A 
levels in Texas public schools. He already 
has begun new responsibilities at DSISD.
 While at Coppell High School, 
McBride’s Cowboys captured three 5A 
district titles, been area finalists twice 
(including 2013 season), and posted an 
overall record of 51-10 in five seasons. 
Along the way, Coach McBride was named 
District Coach of the Year three times. In 
2012, he earned several other coach-of-
the-year honors, including being chosen 
as 5A Coach of the Year by Dave Camp-
bell’s Texas Football.   

 “I am extremely excited and 
honored to be joining Dripping Springs 
ISD,” said Coach McBride. “My goal and 
mission is to be an elite program in the 
state of Texas. I believe you get what you 
emphasize in life. Our coaching staff will 
emphasize academic success, work ethic, 
toughness and winning championships! 
There will be no justification for medioc-
rity in our program.” 
 He added, “I believe success breeds 
success and as coordinator of the athletic 
programs, I will be honored to work along 
the side of all coaches to make sure our 
students have the best overall experience 
in the state of Texas. Let’s go to work!”
 Prior to assuming the head coach-
ing position at Coppell High School, Coach 
McBride started the football program 
from the ground up at 4A Liberty High 
School in Frisco, accumulating a 24-6 re-
cord over three seasons (2006-08). From 
1999-2006, he was the defensive coordi-
nator at Hebron High School in Lewisville 
during a successful stretch for the Hawks. 
Hebron won the 2005 state championship 
and was an area finalist twice during that 
run. Earlier in his career Coach McBride 
spent time at Austin High School, Magno-
lia High School, San Angelo Central High 

School, and Angelo State University.
 “Coach McBride brings an excel-
lent set of credentials, a passion for the 
game of football, and a love of working 
with young people to Dripping Springs,” 
said Superintendent Bruce Gearing. “His 
qualities were a close match with those 
that the community, staff and players told 
us were important in filling this position.”
 A native of Lewisville, Texas, Coach 
McBride earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Texas Tech University in 1991, where he 
was a scholarship football player for the 
Red Raiders. 
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Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 I don’t know about everyone else, 
but I’ve had enough of cold weather and 
ice! This is the first year in many that 
Dripping Springs ISD has had to use both 
of its designated bad weather make-up 
days. First of all, I would like to reiterate 
the message I sent on our second can-
celed day. The timing was terrible and the 
call to delay created inconveniences for 
many. We do not like to force our fami-
lies to scramble, but when faced with a 
choice between inconvenience and safety 
concerns, I would rather put a wrench in 
people’s routines. It was an unfortunate 
set of circumstances and I wanted to 
thank those who sent messages of sup-
port and understanding that day. Remem-
ber, April 18 and May 26 will be regular 
school days.
 We have received good news re-
cently. We are excited to be a finalist for 
the H-E-B Excellence in Education District 
of the Year (see story, Page 1).  To be iden-
tified as one of the top five districts that 

applied statewide is quite an honor.  This 
selection was based on many programs, 
innovations and accomplishments that 
were highlighted in the application, but 
clearly ties back to the people who make 
things happen in our district. Even if DSISD 
is not selected, I think this is a wonderful 
reflection on both the students and staff 
of our district.
 Congratulations to our district 
champion swimmers and our state-qual-
ifying wrestlers. Our students also have 
been successful in elementary and sec-
ondary science fairs and will be competing 
at the regional level later this month. Our 
high school UIL academic team has done 
well at invitationals and will compete at 
the district level in March, a meet that 
is being hosted by Dripping Springs High 
School. 
 The Bond Steering Committee has 
met several times to develop a recom-
mendation for the Board of Trustees 
regarding a potential bond program. The 

Committee, which has representation 
from parents, community and staff, has 
put a great deal of thought into what 
items and facilities should be included in 
a bond referendum.  Committee members 
will make a presentation to the Board 
on Feb. 10, and the Board will have the 
option at its monthly meeting Feb. 24 of 
calling a bond. If that occurs, we will offer 
factual information on our website and 
through community presentations about 
what is included in the package so that 
our voters can make a well-informed deci-
sion. 
 Thanks to students, staff and par-
ents for your support of Dripping Springs 
ISD.
 Have a great spring!
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent

PAGE 2

	 For	the	fifth	consecutive	year,	
Dripping	Springs	ISD	again	is	host-
ing	community	coffees.	Parents	and	
members	of	the	Dripping	Springs	
community	are	welcome	to	visit,	ask	
DSISD	administrators	questions,	and	
share	ideas.	This	is	a	great	opportu-
nity	for	parents	who	are	new	to	the	
district	to	learn	more	about	DSISD.		
	 The	spring	coffee	scheduled	for	
Feb.	7,	2014	has	been	CANCELLED	
due	to	the	threat	of	inclement	
weather.	The	Coffee	has	been	re-
scheduled	for	Friday,	March	21,	from	
7:30-9:00	a.m.	at	Walnut	Springs	El-
ementary	in	the	Center	for	Learning	
and	Innovation.	Please	make	plans	
to	stop	by!

CoffeeWith 
DSISD 

DSHS Musical is a Hit

The	Dripping	Springs	High	School	Theatre	and	Choir	Departments	presented	“Once	
Upon	a	Mattress”	in	late	January;	the	production	included	impressive	scenery	and	
costumes,	as	well	as	talented	actors.		



PAGE 3

High School Seeking 
Portfolio Volunteers

 The senior portfolio is a truly unique 
Dripping Springs experience. 
 Each spring graduating seniors at 
DSHS make a portfolio presentation for 
assessment before a panel of educa-
tors, community members, parents, and 
professionals.  This portfolio process and 
assessment assists in the development 
and measurement of standards that DSISD 
feels are critical to our graduates’ success 
in post-secondary education and in the 
workplace.
 This year the DSHS senior class will 
have more than 325 students presenting 
portfolios.  The high school is now seeking 
individuals with all types and levels of ex-
pertise to sit on these portfolio panels and 
help in the evaluation process—either as 
a parent/community member, as a profes-
sional, or both.  
 Presentations are scheduled for 
March 19–28 and April 2-3.  Morning 
sessions are 8:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m., and 
afternoon sessions are 1:00 p.m.–4:15 
p.m. 
 Anyone willing to assist can sign up 
through the VolunteerSpot website.
   1. Click this link to go to invite page 
on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/si17FF.
    2. Enter an e-mail address: (volun-
teers do not need to register an account 
on VolunteerSpot). 
    3. Sign up for a time slot. Volun-
teerSpot will send an automated confir-
mation and reminders. 
 Note: VolunteerSpot does not share 
e-mail addresses with anyone. Those who 
prefer not to use an e-mail address may 
instead e-mail “seniorportfolio@dsisd.
txed.net” or call 512.858.3250 to choose a 
time manually.                                    

Athletes Sign LetterS of Intent

 Four Dripping Springs High School 
seniors signed national letters of intent 
Feb. 5 to continue their athletic careers 
at the collegiate level. Kelly Cook will 
participate in track at Southwestern As-
semblies of God University, Steven Galli 
will compete in track and cross country at 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, Kaitlyn Joy will 
play soccer at the University of Idaho, and 
Matthew Wylie will play football at the 
University of Massachusetts. These four 
student-athletes join one baseball player, 
Lake Dabney, to have signed letters of 
intent to begin their collegiate careers in 
2014. Below is information on each. 

Kelly	Cook	 	 	 Track
Kelly Cook has been competing in track 
and cross country since seventh grade, 
and has also played soccer. She was fifth 
at the 25-4A District Track Meet as a 
junior in the 800 Meters with a time of 
2:23. This past fall Kelly placed 24th at the 
district cross country meet with a time 
of 20:00 for the 5,000-meter course. Her 
best events are middle distance – the 800 
meters and the mile.  The daughter of 
Burgess and Tami Cook, she will attend 
the Southwestern Assemblies of God 
University in Waxahachie, Texas. 

Steven	Galli		 					Track/Cross	Country	
Steven Galli was the District 25-4A cross 
country champion this past fall, complet-
ing the 5,000-meter course in 15:29 and 
leading the Tigers to the best season in 
school history. A two-time regional quali-
fier, he was chosen as the cross country 
team MVP in 2013.  The district champion 
in the 800 Meters and the 1,600 Meters 
as a junior, he went on to place fifth in 
both events at the regional meet. Ste-
ven has only been running competitively 
since his junior year. The son of Marc and 
Doreen Galli, Steven will attend Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi University.

Kaitlyn	Joy	 	 														Soccer
A three-year varsity starter in soccer, 
Kaitlyn led her team to three consecu-
tive district titles, with the Lady Tigers 
reaching the Texas 4A regional quarterfi-
nals in 2013. She was named to both the 
All-District Second Team and All-Academic 
Second Team in 2011, 2012 and 2013. 
Kaitlyn led DSHS in both goals and assists 
the past three seasons. Also a three-year 
varsity letterman in track, she qualified for 
the 2013 regional meet in the 200 Meters 
and two relay events. Kaitlyn led her Pre-
mier soccer club team to the 2013 USYS 
(United States Youth Soccer) National Cup 
and Texas state finals. She was a member 
of the Lonestar ECNL (Elite Clubs National 
League) team that won a 2012 Conference 
Championship and advanced to the 2013 
National Championship qualifier. From 
2011-13, Kaitlyn participated in the Olym-
pic Development Program for South Texas 
and Region III. The daughter of Thomas 
and Monica Joy, she will be continuing her 
playing career at the University of Idaho. 
     

Matthew	Wylie	 	 										Football
A three-year varsity letterman for the 
Tigers, Matthew Wylie has recorded five 
career field goals of more than 40 yards in 
length, including a career-long 48-yarder 
as a freshman.  As a senior he was named 
to the All-District First Team and the Aca-
demic All-State Second Team. At DSHS he 
has been successful on 14 of 20 field-goal 
attempts and 107 of 109 extra points. He 
has never had a field goal or PAT blocked. 
He has attended many kicking camps and 
earned multiple honors such as “kickoff 
champion” at both Baylor and LSU camps. 
Matthew is the vice president of the 
National Honor Society at DSHS. The son 
of Mike and Kimberly Wylie, Matthew will 
attend the University of Massachusetts. 
His older brother, Timothy, is a scholarship 
swimmer at the University of Tennessee.

Senior	Tigers	who	signed	na-
tional	letters	of	intent	on	Feb.	5	
were	(left	to	right):	Steven	Galli,		
Kaitlyn	Joy,	Kelly	Cook	and	Mat-
thew	Wylie.

MaKE-UP DaYS
Friday,	April	18,	and	Mon-
day,	May	26,	will	be	regular	
school	days.	These	dates	
were	designated	as	bad	
weather	make-up	days.	when	
the	calendar	was	developed	
last	year	by	a	committee	
of	staff,	parents,	and	com-
munity	and	approved	by	the	
Board	of	Trustees.



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Senior Cambria Sawyer again is spearheading the “Penny Drop Project” to raise money for an orphanage in Mexico. Last year 

the effort raised $300, made up entirely of pennies.
• Technology teacher Jad Jadeja applied for and received a grant for $5,000 from Synopsys to purchase equipment and sup-

plies for the DSHS engineering program. 
• Freshman Evan Hays placed second at the regional level competition of the National Shakespeare Competition, which marks 

the first time a DSHS student has placed in the contest. Evan prepared and performed a monologue from “The Merchant of 
Venice,” to win the school competition and earn the right to move on. For the regional contest he prepared and performed 
a sonnet in addition to his monologue. He won a $150 prize for his second-place finish.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The Student Council is sponsoring the “Pennies for Patients” campaign to raise money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society, with a goal to raise $5,000 by Feb. 21.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Dripping Springs Elementary students and families are raising money to support the American Heart Association by par-

ticipating in the Jump Rope for Heart program during Physical Education classes this month. The school hopes to  collect 
$8,500.00 this year. 

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• The RSES PTA is introducing a new reading enrichment program called Reading Adventures. The program will encourage 

students to read books of their choice on their individual reading level.  Each nine weeks, students will be encouraged to 
read 10 books and record them on their reading logs with short reviews. For each book, students will receive a ticket for a 
chance to win prizes. Those who meet the 10-book minimum will be invited to a Reading Adventures celebration. 

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The WSES Talent show will be held on Thursday, Feb. 20, at 6:30 p.m. 

 The filing period to be placed on 
the ballot in the May 10, 2014, Dripping 
Springs ISD Board of Trustees election is 
now open and will run until Feb. 28, 2014. 
Application packets are available at the 
DSISD Administration Building (510 W. 
Mercer St.). Information also has been 
posted this month on the district’s web-
site (www.dsisd.txed.net), under Board 
of Trustees (“Becoming a School Board 
Member”). 
 Candidates for a public school dis-
trict’s Board of Trustees in Texas must:
• Be a United States citizen; 
• Be 18 years of age or older; 
• Not be mentally incapacitated (as 
defined in policy); 
• Have not been finally convicted of a 
felony; 
• Be a resident of Texas and the 
district for a specified period of time (see 
policy); and 
• Be a qualified voter. 
 This May, the current terms for 
trustees Alan Atwood and Barbara Stroud 
conclude.

Filing Period for 
Board Election
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 The Spring 2014 Kidz Kollege after-school enrichment classes start Feb.10, 
2014.  Many classes still have openings and are listed at http://drippingspringsisd.
revtrak.net  (click on “School Age Programs”). Registration also can be completed at 
this link.
 Spring Break camps are also available and are listed under “Seasonal Activi-
ties” and the “School Age Program” link.
 Families with younger children may want to check out the preschool enrich-
ment classes that are available at http://drippingspringsisd.revtrak.net  (click on 
“Community Programs” and open “Preschool Classes”).  
 Please call the DSISD Community Education Office  at (512) 858- 3021 with 
any questions.

Enrichment Classes Starting Soon

Middle	school	student	
Avani	Shepherd	provides	
details	on	her	project,	
“Most	Frequently	Im-
pinged	Animals	on	Screen	
at	a	Power	Plant	in	Corpus	
Christi,”	to	judge	Paula	
Lemonds	at	the	DSISD	
Secondary	Science	Fair.	A	
total	of	45	middle	school	
and	four	high	school	
projects	were	submitted.	
All	projects	are	eligible		for	
the	Austin	Energy	Regional	
Science	Festival	Feb.	19-22,	
2014.	

Secondary Science Fair Held
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 Dripping Springs High School sopho-
more Seiler Hess and junior Trixie Wilkins 
have qualified for the Texas Music Educa-
tors Association (TMEA) 4A All-State Band 
for 2013-14. Seiler was recognized on the 
baritone saxophone and Trixie earned the 
honor based on her performance on the 
oboe. All-state honors are determined 
by the results at Area auditions, where 
individual musicians perform selected 
music for a panel of judges who rank each 
instrument.
 Other DSHS band members audi-
tioning at the Area level in 4A were: se-
niors Allie Wittman (clarinet), David Kapral 
(tenor trombone) and Jon Kelley (bass 
trombone), juniors Sydney Neugebauer 
(bassoon) and Clarice Norton (trumpet), 
sophomore M.J. Jadeja (euphonium), and 
freshmen Ani Metzger (contra bass clari-
net) and Michael Martinets (French horn).

  “Being chosen as a member of a 
TMEA All-State performing group is an 
outstanding achievement attained by a 
small percentage of students who begin 
the audition process each fall,” said DSISD 
Director of Bands, Keith Lancaster.  “We 
are so proud of the tradition that Dripping 
Springs High School students have estab-
lished at the state level and congratulate 
not only our two all-state selections, but 
all of those who auditioned.”
 All-state musical groups will per-
form for music educators, family mem-
bers, and the public at the 2014 TMEA 
Convention, held in San Antonio’s Henry 
B. Gonzalez Convention Center in Febru-
ary.  Prior to their performances, students 
will participate in two days of clinics and 
rehearsals with some of the best high 
school musicians in the state.

Students Earn All-State Honors
Sophomore	Seiler	Hess	
and	junior	Trixie	Wilkins	
have	qualified	for	the	
Texas	Music	Educators	As-
sociation	4A	All-State	Band	
for	2013-14.	

Update on Bond 
Planning Process

 Throughout the fall the Long-Range 
Facility Planning Committee met to study 
the status of district facilities and make 
recommendations for future needs. The 
LRFPC started its task by studying de-
mographic trends, learning about the 
district’s financial standing as it relates to 
bonding capacity, and reviewing building 
capacities and district-wide facility needs. 
Sub-committees were formed to focus 
on one of four areas: elementary/middle 
schools, athletic/extracurricular facilities, 
maintenance/technology, and finance. 
Those groups placed all identified needs 
in a prioritized list, for which estimates 
were developed. The LRFPC as a whole 
then reconvened to  combine the po-
tential list of projects and share input on 
priorities.
 The Bond Steering Committee 
then took over the reins in the planning 
process in December. The committee met 
weekly to consider options for a bond 
package that would meet the capacity the 
district has available.  The major proj-
ects discussed by the group were a new 
middle school, a new elementary school 
(the two buildings could potentially share 
some core facilities), baseball and softball 
fields at the high school, completion of 
the stadium around the turf field at DSHS, 
district-wide maintenance projects, and 
new technology.
 The Bond Steering Committee 
will make a presentation to the Board of 
Trustees at a special meeting Feb. 10. The 
Board will have the option to call a bond 
election at its Feb. 24 monthly meeting. 
DSISD already has an election scheduled 
on May 10, 2014, for two Board of Trustee 
seats.
 Currently the district’s tax rate is 
$0.45 per $100 certified property value 
for Debt Service fund (and $1.04 for 
Operations). The maximum increase on 
the Debt Service rate would be 5 cents 
per $100 property value for a total Debt 
Service rate of $0.50.

SWIMMING:
 Both the boys’ and girls’ swim 
teams captured district titles on Feb. 1 
and swimmers Jordan Adkins and Micah 
Slaton were named Female and Male 
Athlete of the Meet, respectively.
 Adkins, a junior, won both the 200-
Yard Freestyle (2:02.25) and the 100-Yard 
Freestyle (0:55.75) events. Freshman Ali 
Andros broke a school record with a win 
in the 500-Yard Freestyle (5:23.09) and 
also won the 200-Yard Individual Med-
ley (2:16.64). Also winning on the girls’ 
side was Emily Shepherd in the 100-Yard 
Breaststroke (1:11.86).
 Slaton, a sophomore, was the 
district champion in the 100-Yard Butterfly 
(0:52.90) the runner-up by a half-second 
in the 100-Yard Backstroke (0:54.99). 
Calvin Qualls captured first place in the 
100-Yard Freestyle (0:52.68) and also was 
fourth in the 50-Yard Freestyle (0:24.30). 

Joshua Fumagalli was third in the 200-Yard 
Freestyle (1:55.25).
 Dripping Springs had four winning 
relay teams: boys’ 200-Yard Medley Relay 
(1:47.22), girls’ 200-Yard Freestyle Relay 
(1:49.20), girls’ 400-Yard Freestyle Relay 
(3:51.27) and the boys’ 400-Yard Freestyle 
Relay (3:33. 31).
 Girls’ coach Nicole Mink was Girls’ 
Co-Coach of the Meet.
 Both Dripping Springs teams re-
corded solid wins. The girls’ team scored 
153.5 total points to top eight other 
schools; Samuel Clemens High School was 
second with 97 points. The Tiger boys’ 
squad recorded 125 points to place first in 
an eight-team field; Samuel Clemens was 
second with 92 points.
WRESTLING:
 DSHS was represented by six wres-
tlers at the Region IV Meet on Feb. 1 and 
five of them qualified for the state cham-

pionships. As a team, Dripping Springs 
placed fourth.
 Three Tigers were runners-up in 
their weight classes: Jonah Ribera at 126 
pounds, Luke Hodsden at 170 pounds, 
and Avery McThompson at 220 pounds. 
Also qualifying for the state meet were 
Jordan Ribera, who placed third at 152 
pounds, and Sebastian Garcia, who was 
fourth at 285 pounds.
 The state meet will be Feb. 14-15, 
2014 at the Culwell Center in Garland.

District/Regional Results
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact Director of Communications 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president

Shelly Reeves, secretary
Alan Atwood

Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

January Board Meeting Briefs
 The January Board meeting began 
with a campus spotlight that showcased 
project-based learning in Physics classes 
at Dripping Springs High School . 
 Staff members who were presented 
with Above and Beyond Awards were: 
Pam Blanchette (Dripping Springs El-
ementary), Blair Forester (Rooster Springs 
Elementary), Kelsey Allison (Walnut 
Springs Elementary), Ben Hicks (Dripping 
Springs Middle School), and Ben Reid and 
Craig Swannack (Dripping Springs High 
School).  
 Dripping Springs ISD received the 
Texas Honors Circle District Award from 
the State Comptroller’s Office for earning 
the highest possible rating of five stars on 
the 2013 FAST (Financial Allocation Study 
for Texas) report. The report measures 
the academic progress and financial effi-
ciency of Texas public school districts and 
charter schools.

 Students from all five campuses 
presented cards and other tokens of 
thanks to Board members as part of 
School Board Recognition Month.
 Assistant Superintendent for Learn-
ing and Innovation Greg Jung summarized 
the recently released Dripping Springs ISD 
report on the state’s new accountability 
system – Texas Academic Performance 
Rating System (the previous system was 
AEIS or Academic Excellence Indicator 
System). Information that was presented 
included performance on STAAR tests, 
graduation rate, drop-out rate, atten-
dance, discipline incidents, and DSHS 
graduates’ performance at the university 
level. 
 The Board approved the recommen-
dation of Joe McBride as the new football 
coach of Dripping Springs High School’ 
McBride then introduced. Also approved 
were 2013-14 Board and Superintendent 

 During the month of February, all 
three Dripping Springs ISD elementary 
schools will conduct “lockdown” drills in 
conjunction with the Hays County Sheriff’s 
Office and local emergency responders.  
The drills will help familiarize emergency 
responders with the campuses and, as 
is the case with any safety drill, will help 
train staff and students on appropriate 
procedures to take if they ever face that 
type of situation. 
 The exercises are part of DSISD’s 
training in Standard Response Protocol, 
a consistent emergency procedure that 
is being used by schools statewide. The 

middle school held a drill in December 
and the high school held one in January. 
For more information on this effort, see 
the website, “www.iloveuguys.org.”
 Students and staff are being told 
beforehand that these exercises are only 
drills. Visitors are not being permitted on 
campus during the drills, which last ap-
proximately 20 minutes. 
 Dripping Springs Elementary con-
ducted a drill on Feb. 5, Walnut Springs 
Elementary will hold one on Feb. 11, and 
Rooster Springs Elementary will conduct 
the drill on Feb. 20.

goals and the 2013-16 Technology Plan.
 The Board called a joint election 
with the City of Dripping Springs for May 
10, 2014. 
 Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Elaine Cogburn led a 
discussion about budget parameters to 
use for planning purposes for the 2014-15 
budget. 
 Mr. Jung introduced a proposed 
revision to Local Policy EIC. The revision 
includes moving from nine-week grading 
periods to six-week grading periods at the 
secondary level. Class rank and GPA policy 
will not change at this time, other than 
what classes are factored into the calcula-
tions.
 In February, an agenda review meet-
ing will be held Feb. 17 and the  regular 
Board meeting is Feb. 24. Both start at 6 
p.m. in the Board Room at the Administra-
tion Building.

Lockdown Drills Train Schools

Emergency	responders	are	briefed	prior	to	the	lockdown	drill	at	Dripping	Springs	
Middle	School.	


