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Two Are National Merit Finalists
 Dripping Springs High School seniors 
Clark Boes and Taylor Hetrick have been 
selected as National Merit Finalists in the 
59th annual National Merit Scholarship 
Program. Only 15,000 finalists are chosen 
nationally out of more than a million 
students who started the process last fall.  
Finalists are selected based on academic 
record, principal recommendation, and 
PSAT scores confirming qualifying test per-
formance. Finalists submitted a detailed 
scholarship application, which included 
the student’s self-descriptive essay, and 
information about the semifinalist’s 
participation and leadership in school and 
community activities. 
 Boes is a section in leader in the 
Tiger Band and a member of the Span-
ish Honor Society. He plans to combine 
career interests in education, chemistry 
and music. 
 Hetrick is a member of the National 
Honor Society and the PALS student lead-
ers. She represents the senior class in the 
PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Association) 
and is a member of the Tiger tennis team. 
Hetrick hopes to study engineering in col-
lege.

DSHS seniors Clark Boes and Taylor Het-
rick were honored at a reception  for be-
ing selected as National Merit Finalists.

The DSHS Winterguard finished the 2014 competitive season with a fifth-place finish 
at the Texas Color Guard Circuit State Championships held at Texas A&M University 
March 29, competing in a field of 31 teams. The top 15 teams in the preliminary 
competition moved on to the finals. DSHS stood sixth entering the final round, then 
moved up a place following a dazzling performance.

Winterguard Places at State



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 It’s not easy to keep up with the 
success of Dripping Springs ISD students!  
In the month of March alone, we have 
had students recognized in many ways: 
the Youth Western Art Show winner, 
girls’ soccer team advancing to regional 
playoffs, 12 nominations in the Central 
Texas High School Theatre Awards for the 
2014 DSHS Musical,  students placing in 
Texas Forensics Association competition, 
the overall Sweepstakes award at the UIL 
district level, a middle-schooler qualifying 
for the state competition of the National 
Geography Bee,  DSHS drumline winning 
regionals ... to name a few.  It is uplift-
ing to see the wide variety of activities in 
which our kids succeed, as students con-
nect with their personal passions.
 I just wanted to share a reminder 
that April 10 is the deadline for register-
ing to vote in order to be eligible for the 
May 10 election. Dripping Springs ISD  has 
a $92,410,000 bond referendum being 
proposed to voters, and two seats on 

the DSISD Board of Trustees are on the 
ballot. Factual information about what 
is included in the bond package and tax 
impact is available at www.DSISDbond.
net. Biographical information on the 
Board candidates is on the district website 
under “Board of Trustees-Elections.” We 
have been doing a series of community 
presentations so that our voters can make 
a well-informed decision. Two remaining 
public forums are scheduled for April 10 
and April 14 (see Page 3).
 The month of April is a big one for 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of Aca-
demic Readiness) tests. Our teaching staff 
does a great job of preparing students 
for these tests so they can feel confident 
in their abilities. However, we should 
remember as parents that taking compre-
hensive exams like these can be a stressful 
experience. Please be sure your children 
receive a good night’s sleep and have a 
good breakfast. While it is possible to 
require too many tests -- which the state 

has recognized by decreasing the number 
of required end-of-course tests for high 
school students --  these assessments (and 
CBAs that our district uses) have value for 
teachers and administrators to identify 
student progress and respond immedi-
ately to any gaps that may surface, either 
in terms of learning concepts or individal 
student performance. 
 Please plan on participating and 
enjoying events at your child’s campus 
during this last nine-week term. Parental 
involvement is a critical element in stu-
dent success and this district is known for 
embracing that relationship.
 Thanks for supporting the students 
and staff of Dripping Springs ISD.
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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Coffee With DSISD

The Spring Community Coffee was held on March 21 at Walnut Springs, welcoming 
community members and parents to visit with campus and district administrators. 

Four Run for 
Board Positions

 Four individuals are on the May 
10 ballot for two DSISD Board of 
Trustee positions. Candidates are (in 
ballot order): 
 * Wayne Egeler
 * Barbara Stroud
 *  Ron Jones 
 * Alan Atwood
 Currently, the positions are held 
by Mr. Atwood and Ms. Stroud, who 
each have served two three-year 
terms. 
 Dripping Springs trustees do 
not represent “places.” The top two 
overall vote-getters will be elected. 
 Biographies of all four candi-
dates are available on the DSISD web-
site; see www.dsisd.txed.net/election.
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DSHS  junior Hannah Warwick 
was selected as Grand Cham-
pion in the Traditional catego-
ry of the 2014 Youth Western 
Art Show, held in conjunction 
with Rodeo Austin. The Youth 
Western art Show is an excit-
ing competition that enables 
students to express their cre-
ativity, while earning money 
to put towards their future. 
Students from Texas in Grades 
9-12 enter their Western-in-
spired artwork in the areas of 
traditional, photography and 
digital art. Ms. Warwick was 
one of 24 artists whose work 
was presented for purchase at 
the Youth Auction March 14. 

Youth Art Contest Grand Champion

 Federal Report Cards for all 
school districts and campuses have 
been issued and are now available. 
Federal report cards are tied to the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). 
They can be accessed at:  http://ritter.
tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/frc/2013/
srch.html.
 Information on these report 
cards includes:
Part I: Student Achievement by Profi-
ciency Level
Part II: Student Achievement and State 
Academic Annual Measurable Objects 
(AMOs) 
Part III: Priority and Focus Schools 
Part IV: Teacher Quality Data – Pro-
vides information on teacher quality in 
three parts.
Part A – Percent of Teachers by High-
est Degree Held – Professional quali-
fications of all public elementary and 
secondary teachers in Texas.
Part B and C – Teachers with Emer-
gency/Provisional Credentials, Highly 
Qualified (HQ) Teachers Low Poverty 
Summary Reports 
Part V: Graduates Enrolled in Texas 
Institution of Higher Education (IHE) 
Part VI: Statewide National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
Results 

Federal Report Cards

Bond Presentations
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing has 
been making numerous presentations 
with factual information about the bond 
referendum on the May 10 ballot. He has 
spoken to community organizations and 
school-related groups. In addition,  three 
public forums were scheduled as well. The 
first was held March 27. The second will 
be on Thursday, April 10, at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Board Room at the DSISD Administra-
tion Building. The final public meeting 
is scheduled for Mondy, April 14, in the 
Rooster Springs Elementary Cafeteria. 
 Information about what is included 
in the bond and how it would impact 
taxes is available at: www.DSISDbond.net. 
A list of Frequently Asked Questions is 
updated regularly. 

PUBLIC FORUMS
Thursday, April 10, 8:00 a.m.
Board Room, DSISD Admin Building

Monday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Cafeteria, Rooster Springs Elementary

DSHS Soccer on Playoff Run

The Lady Tiger soccer team has a season record of 15-5-2, captured the district title, 
and won bi-district and area playoff games. DSHS faces San Antonio Brennan HS in the 
regional round April 3. The Tigers are coached by Brian Ormonde. 



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• At the 2014 Texas Forensics Association State Tournament, senior David Slater placed fourth in Impromptu Speaking. Ryan 

Love and Madison Collier were quarterfinalists in their respective categories of Impromptu Speaking and Prose Interpreta-
tion. The TFA Tournament included students from schools of all classifications statewide.

• At the Regional TAPT (Texas Association for Pupil Transportation) Bus Safety Speech Contest, freshman Andja Bjeletich and 
senior Makayla Vandeveer each won first place for their grade level. They will compete at the state tournament in April, which 
includes scholarship awards. 

• All three DSHS choirs that competed (Treble Choir, Concert Choir, Chamber Choir) received “Sweepstakes” ratings at the UIL 
District Choir Contest March 26.

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Seventh grader Ryan Nowicki qualified for the state round of the National  Geographic Geography Bee to be held April 5 in 

Bedford, Texas. 
• All three Dripping Springs Middle School bands – Concert Band, Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble – earned the highest 

rating possible, a “Superior,” at the UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest. More than 150 DSMS students participated on 
three different days at the competition. The bands are judged in the areas of Tone, Technique, and Musicianship. All three 
Dripping Springs bands performed music well above the required difficulty level. 

• DSMS received a donation for $210 from Nutty Brown Enterprises to help five students attend the eighth-grade field trip to 
Fiesta Texas.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Than annual DSE Talent Show is scheduled for Friday, May 2. 
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Third- through fifth-grade students will have an opportunity to visit with local author Niki Loftin on May 20. She is the au-

thor of “The Sinister Sweetness of Splendid Academy” and “Nightingale’s Nest.” In addition to her visit with students, 30 
students will be selected to have lunch with Ms. Loftin.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• A Principal/PTA Parent Coffee is scheduled for Friday, April 25, at 8:00 a.m., along with the PTA membership meeting. 
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Dripping Springs Elementary 
Principal Trish Hassell trans-
formed herself into the super-
hero “Polly Peacemaker” to 
deliver a message to students 
about getting along with others. 
As teachers performed skits de-
picting various social situations 
that elementary-age students 
could face, Polly Peacemaker 
raced to the scene to offer sug-
gestions to resolve the issue in 
a positive way using clear com-
munication. Polly “performed” 
at two school assemblies for 
students of all grade levels.

A Superhero Among Us
 On March 24, Dripping Springs High 
School hosted the District 25 4A Lincoln-
Douglas Debate Tournament and several 
students placed in their events.
 In Persuasive Speaking,senior 
David Slater placed first, sophomore Ryan 
Love was second, and sophomore Maria 
Duster finished fifth; Ryan and David have 
qualified to advance to regional competi-
tion. In Informative Speaking, junior Cole 
Crawford took top honors, sophomore 
Jonathan Hines placed second, and fresh-
man Andja Bjeletich was fifth. Jonathan 
and Cole will advance to the regional 
level. In Prose Interpretation, junior Madi-
son Collier placed third and will advance. 
In Poetry Interpretation, senior Madison 
Blattel finished in second place to qualify 
for the regional tournament. David Slater 
placed second in Lincoln-Douglas while 
winning the top speaker award; Cole 
Crawford advanced to quarterfinals in LD.

DSHS Debate Success

Drumline Wins Regional
The DSHS Drumline competed in the WGI Houston Percussion Regional March 
8, took the top spot in the preliminary competition among 12 teams, then 
was named “Regional Champion” after the finals. The high school and middle 
school drumlines will be competing at the State Championship April 5 at Texas 
A&M.  The high school drumline will present a home performance of its show, 
“Put Your Hands Together,” on April 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the Competition Gym.



PAGE 5

DSHS Wins District Sweepstakes Award
 Topped off by a strong performance at the District 25-4A Academic UIL Meet, 
Dripping Springs High School won the overall district Sweepstakes Award. In addition 
to results from the academic meet that DSHS hosted March 29, results from the recent 
One-Act Play and Debate tournaments contributed to the Sweepstakes honor.
 At the district UIL academic meet,  several DSHS students placed in the top six, 
which qualifies them for regional competition. The regional meet will be held May 1-3 
at the University of Texas-San Antonio. Dripping Springs students captured 28 qualifying 
spots and earned eight first-place finishes (team and individual). Results are as follows: 
 
Accounting:
Team, first place 
Tommy Metzger, first place
Will Hitt, second place

Current Events:
Team, first place 
Ryan Love, third place
Eliseo Herrera, fourth place

Computer Applications:
Zach Smith, first place
Austin Gieselman, second place
Leslie Linker, third place

Computer Science:
Team, third place 
Aiden Edwards, sixth place

Editorial Writing:
Shelby Nickells, sixth place

Feature Writing:
Garrick Nichols, fifth place
Cassidy Matousek, sixth place

Headline Writing:
Garrick Nichols, fifth place

Literary Criticism:
Team, first place 
Devi Jadeja, first place
Heather Blevins, third place
Insiya Aziz, fourth place

Number Sense:
Team, second place
Tori Gahagan, third place
Michael Martinets, fourth place

News Writing:
Cassidy Matousek, sixth place

Ready Writing:
Emily Beggs, third place 

Social Studies:
Team, second place

Spelling and Vocabulary:
Team, first place 
Michael Martinets, first place
Tricia Marie Thomas, second place

 Dripping Springs High School’s production of “Once Upon 
a Mattress” received 12 nominations in the inaugural Greater 
Austin High School Musical Theatre Awards, including “Best 
Production.” The awards, which are a partnership between the 
Long Center, Zach Scott Theatre and the University of Texas, 
celebrate the work of students at 19 area high schools.
 “Once Upon a Mattress” was performed in late January 
at DSHS. In addition to “Best Production,” it was nominated in 
the following categories:

• Best Direction
• Best Choreography
• Best Scenic Design
• Best Costume Design
• Best Technical Execution
• Best Ensemble
• Best Actor in a Lead Role—Bennett Whalen
• Best Actress in a Lead Role—Amanda Cripe
• Best Supporting Actress—Abby Schmidt
• Best Supporting Actor—Ryan Blakey
• Best Supporting Actor—Jacob Foster

 The winners will be announced at an awards ceremony 
April 17 at the Long Center. The event will include guest pre-
senters, musical performances and scholarship awards.

Theatre Productions Recognized

At the UIL One-Act Play District Meet on March 28, the DSHS 
one-act play company of “Eurydice” earned co-champion hon-
ors, becoming one of two schools to advance to regional contest 
to be held April 8. In addition to the company’s honors, indi-
vidual awards were earned by:  Amanda Cripe and Jacob Foster 
(All-Star Cast), Haley Willis (All-Star Technical Crew), and Trinity 
Adams, Ryan Blakey and Clayton Sheffield (Honorable Mention 
All-Star Cast).  Previously, the DSHS one-act play had similar suc-
cess at the zone competition in order to advance to distirct.

ACE Parent Meetings
 Three ACE (Academic Challenge 
and Enrichment) program meetings for 
incoming fourth- and fifth-grade parents 
are scheduled during April.

• Dripping Springs Elementary School-
Wednesday, April 23, 6:00 p.m.

• Walnut Spring Elementary School
         Thursday, April 24, 6:00 p.m.

• Rooster Springs Elementary School-
Wednesday, April 30, 6:00 p.m.

 Parents from any campus can 
attend the meeting that best fits their 
schedule. The purpose of this meeting is 
to provide parents with information about 
the program and the registration process. 
The ACE enrollment information will be 
available on the DSISD website May 1. 
Online enrollment forms must be com-
pleted and submitted by the end of the 
school day on Friday, May 16. Parents will 
receive an e-mail acknowledging receipt 
of the application from the campus on or 
before May 17. Students for whom an ap-
plication is received after the deadline will 
be placed on a campus waiting list and 
notified if space becomes available.



PAGE 6

Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 

Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact Director of Communications 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Barbara Stroud, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president

Shelly Reeves, secretary
Alan Atwood

Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski
Jon Thompson

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

March Board Meeting Briefs
 The March Board meeting began 
with a campus spotlight that showcased 
a second-grade class at Rooster Springs 
Elementary that is involved with Opera-
tion Give-a-Hug.
 Dripping Springs High School stu-
dents who qualified for the State VASE 
(Visual Arts Scholastic Event) competition 
were recognized, as well as junior Hannah 
Warwick, who won the Traditional division 
of the Youth Western Art Show.  
 Students who advanced to the state 
competition in the 2014 PTA Reflections 
Contest were recognized. National quali-
fier Drew Wilson performed his original 
composition.
 Staff members who were presented 
with Above and Beyond Awards were: 
Jenifer Neffendorf (DSES), Linda Adkinson 
(RSES), Sheila Bosworth (WSES), Karen 
Cole, Kristin Payne and Debra Raimond 
(DSMS), and Rachael Koske (DSHS).  
 Child Nutrition staff at all five cam-
puses were honored as part of National 
School Nutrition Month. Superintendent 
Bruce Gearing read a proclamation in 
honor of Texas Public Schools Week.
 Director of Bands Keith Lancaster 

DSISD Students Shine at State Science Fair
 Five Dripping Springs ISD student 
projects that qualified for the 2014 Exxon-
Mobil Science and Engineering Fair held 
March 22 in San Antonio earned top-five 
placements, including one category win-
ner. 
 Dripping Springs High School 
senior Piper Reid captured top honors in 
the High School Physics category with her 
project “Nova Delphini 2013: Backyard 
Analysis of a Classical Nova.” She will be 
competing in the Intel International Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair in Los Angeles 
in May.
 DSHS freshman 
Katelynne Marsan’s proj-
ect, “Effects of Biased 
Verbal Instructions on 
Student Performance 
and Motivation,” placed 
second in High School 
Behavioral Sciences. Both 
Piper and Katelynne were 
invited to participate in 
the Governor’s Science 
and Technology Acad-
emy.
 Three Dripping 
Springs Middle School 

displayed a sample of the new band uni-
forms that have been ordered.
 The Board approved several items: 
a budget amendment, a revision to policy 
CE Local, conversion to the True Time 
timekeeping system, and a lost instruc-
tional day waiver (due to bad weather). 
 Dr. Gearing shared several pieces 
of information with the Board, including 
enrollment reports, various applications 
for permit, and information on a pending 
policy/Student Code of Conduct revision 
regarding e-cigarettes.
 Assistant Superintendent for Learn-
ing and Innovation Greg Jung announced 
that adopted instructional materials meet 
TEKS standards.
 Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness Services Elaine Cogburn introduced 
monthly financial reports and pointed out 
that tax collections were at 96 percent at 
the end of January.
 In April, an agenda review meet-
ing will be held April 21 and the  regular 
Board meeting is April 28. Both start at 6 
p.m. in the Board Room at the Administra-
tion Building.

students also were successful at the state 
competition’s junior (middle school) divi-
sion. Mia Haraguchi placed third in Behav-
ioral Sciences with her project, “Cheating, 
Motivations and Rewards.” Mark Tressler’s 
project, “Making Waves,” was third in 
the Earth Sciences category. Those two 
students also were Broadcom Award win-
ners, and are invited to participate in the 
Broadcom Masters Science Contest. Ben 
Marsan placed fourth in the Computer 
Science category with his project ““Explor-
ing Neural Network Accuracy.”

Above: DSHS students Piper Reid (left) 
and Katelynne Marsan placed first and 
second, respectively, in their respec-
tive categories for the senior division.

DSMS school students who qualified for the ExxonMobil 
State Science Fair were (left to right): David Garcia, Mia Ha-
raguchi, Mark Tressler, Ben Marsan, John Babiak and Aidan 
Kappler (Jaxson Thornton not pictured).


