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DSHS Volleyball is State Semifinalist

Team photo of 2013 DSHS Lady Tigers taken in Corpus Christi on the USS
Lexington during the regional tournament.
What a season! The Dripping
Springs High School volleyball team made
an impressive playoff run that landed the
Tigers in the state tournament in Garland.
DSHS, under the direction of head
coach Michael Kane, posted a 40-10 season record that included a nine-match win
streak. After winning the district title with
an 11-1 record, Dripping Springs bi-district
beat Austin Reagan in the first round of
playoffs, defeated Hays High School in
the area match, beat Vista Ridge in the
regional quarterfinal, beat Calallen in the
regional semifinal match, and defeated
district rival Cedar Park in the regional
final.
The Tigers advanced to the state
tournament, where they faced Prosper
High School. Despite an enthusiastic

crowd and great effort, DSHS dropped
three sets (19-25, 21-25, 22-25) to see the
2013 season come to an end.  
T
his year’s seniors were Meghan
Bettis, Dominique Arnold and Nicole
Moody. Bettis was selected as member of
the 2013 Texas Girls Coaches Association
All-State Team.
“The community support for the
team was amazing, especially the state
send-off, which  was an experience the
girls will always remember,” said Coach
Kane. “The experiences these players
gained this season were life-long ... and
they should be really proud of their accomplishments. We are already using
this as fuel to motivate returning players
driven to want to get back (to the state
tournament) next year.”

Community Meeting for Input on Coach

Meetings are being held to collect input from key stakeholder groups on the
qualities that a new head football coach should possess. This input will be used to
develop a profile that will be used during the selection process.
Parents and community member will have the opportunity to share comments on  Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. in the Board Room at DSISD Central Office. In addition,
input can be e-mailed to “coachinput@dsisd.txed.net.”
Bob Schultz had resigned as head coach on Nov. 14, 2013, but will continue
to teach and serve as assistant track coach through his contract.
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Important Dates
December 6
Interim Grade Report
December 16-19
Final Exams and Prep Days
December 16
Regular Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Board
Room, DSISD Administrative Offices
December 6
Nine-Week Grade Report
December 23-January 3
Winter Break
January 6
Student Holiday/Staff Workday

Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

I hope everyone had a restful and
enjoyable Thanksgiving break. During
the two years that we have had a full
week off, I have received positive feedback from families. The 2014-15 school
calendar, which recently was approved by
the Board of Trustees and posted on our
website, also includes a full week Thanksgiving break.
I would like to extend my congratulations to the Dripping Springs High School
volleyball team. The Lady Tigers had an
exceptional season, which was capped off
with a trip to the state tournament. It is
quite an accomplishment to advance that
far in playoff competition, especially coming out of a very competitive district such
as ours. Great job Coach Kane and team!
Please stay up-to-date on the progress that has been made in planning the
future of our district. As the pace of our
enrollment increases has picked up, we
are determining the best course of action
to take in planning new facilities. We likely

It’s Just a Drill!

On Friday, Dec. 13, Dripping
Springs Middle School will work
with the Hays County Sheriff’s
Office, Hays County Office of
Emergency Management and
other emergency responders to
host a lockdown drill. The drill
will help familiarize emergency
responders with the campus
and, as is the case with any safety drill, will help train staff and
students on appropriate procedures to take in case they ever
face a lockdown situation. The
drill will start at approximately
1:00 p.m. and is expected to last
about 30 minutes. Several emergency vehicles will be parked at
the campus.

will be  proposing a bond referendum in
2014 to prepare for our district’s needs in
future years. Specifically, our elementary
schools and middle school are nearing
capacity and we have studied options to
serve future students at those grade levels. Please see the related story on Page 3
of this newsletter.
I’d also like to briefly reflect on a
few new initiatives we have implemented
this fall. As a district, we embarked upon
a “BYOD” (Bring Your Own Device) program that allowed electronic devices to
be used in an instructional setting. Some
parents were concerned at the outset that
they would be expected to purchase new
devices for their kids. We have been gathering feedback from teachers on how this
has been working, and it sounds like for
the most part, there have been enough
devices to go around. This instructional
tool lends itself better to some subjects
than others, and I believe our teachers
are effectively exploring what fits well
with their classes and lessons. I have said
before it is not about the tool, it about the
learning; I would rather allow teachers

to have many tools from which to choose
when developing lesson plans.
Another new twist this fall was
the Centers for Learning and Innovation.
Formerly the libraries, we have tried to
position the centers as true campus hubs,
where students can explore their interests
and have the support they need to be
creative and collaborative. At the same
time, I think parents, students, and staff
have realized that traditional library services are still available in the center, but
in addition students have better access to
technology and even video studios!  We
will continue to refine how the CLIs can
best serve students.
Please join me in giving our campuses a round of applause on a successul
fall semester. As always, thanks for being
involved in DSISD.
Sincerely,

Bruce Gearing
Superintendent

HS Student Is a Youth Tour Winner
Senior Cassidy
Matousek is one of six
winners of the 2014
Youth Tour Contest
sponsored by Pedernales Electric Cooperative. In honor of its
75th anniversary, the
Co-op this year asked
students to write an
essay from the perspective of someone 75 years ago, when
electricity first illuminated the rural Hill
Country.
Ten finalists were selected from a
field of 450 entries to present their essays
in November and interview with a judge;
then the six winners were chosen. The

six winners will receive an expense-paid
trip to Washington, D.C., next June to tour
historical sites, learn about cooperative
business, and meet political representatives. In addition to Cassidy, there were
two winners each from Hays and Canyon
Lake high schools and one from Wimberley High School.  DSHS student Lauren
Sanders was one of the 10 finalists.
The winners also were honored at a
dinner and reception at the LBJ Library in
November.
PEC has participated in the Youth
Tour program for more than 30 years.
President Lyndon B. Johnson was instrumental in helping establish both PEC and
the national Youth Tour program.
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Audit Results Good
Dripping Springs ISD received an
unqualified opinion (the best opinion a
district can receive in an external audit) in
the 2012-13 final audit that was presented at the November 18 Board meeting.
No significant deficiencies were found by
the accounting firm Padgett Stratemann,
which completed the audit.
“Dripping Springs ISD continues to
stand on sound financial footing despite
challenges we have faced over the last
several years,” said Superintendent Bruce
Gearing. “One of our highest priorities in
the coming years will be providing for our
continued growth in student enrollment.”
The audit report also stated that DSISD
was in compliance with requirements for
local governments and non-profit organizations.
DSISD’s budget ended the year with
a surplus, which exceeded the district’s
goal of balancing revenues and expenditures. Earlier this year, DSISD received a
perfect score and Superior rating on the
FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating System of
Texas) report.

ROBOTICS MEET
DECEMBER 7

Dripping Springs ISD will host the
FIRST® (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) LEGO® League
(FLL) Qualifying Tournament on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The FLL
event, which will involve approximately
25 middle school teams from the Central
Texas region including Dripping Springs
Middle School, will take place at Dripping
Springs High School.
The Challenge consists of a headto-head robotics competition, where
the students design, build and program
a Lego robot to perform specific tasks. It
also includes a real-world problem-solving
project and presentation based upon the
theme of “Nature’s Fury.” In addition, the
team is judged on its use of the FLL Core
Values during the competition.
The First Lego League competition
is designed to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Math education
(STEM) in middle school. The competition
is free and open to the public.
This is the third year that Dripping
Springs Middle School has fielded a robotics team and the FLL team is one of two
groups of students (the other competed in
the BEST competition in November). The
DSMS teams are sponsored by teacher
Dana Norman.

Colonial Times at DSE
Fifth-graders at
Dripping Springs
Elementary research
an aspect of colonial life, prepared a
display, and made
presentations at
the Colonial Fair in
November. At left,
Ian Stinson shares
information about
the use of herbs in
Colonial America.

Update on Long-Range Committee
At the beginning of the school year,
Dripping Springs ISD had invited parents
and community to be part of the LongRange Facility Planning Committee to
study the district’s future facility needs.
This year, the enrollment of DSISD has
increased significantly (6.5 percent) and
it is clear that our elementary and middle
schools will reach capacity in the foreseeable future.
The Long-Range Facility Planning
Committee (LRFPC) has been meeting throughout the fall to study these
demographic trends, research options for
facilities to serve district students, and
prioritize projects that may be placed in a
bond program. In December this committee will turn over information to a Bond
Steering Committee that will make a
recommendation to the Board of Trustees
for an upcoming bond referendum.
The district hired the firm Huckabee and Associates to guide the district
through the planning process. LRFPC
started its task by studying demographic
trends, learning about the district’s
financial standing as it relates to bonding
capacity, and reviewing building capacities
and district-wide facility needs. Sub-committees were formed early in the process,
with each focusing on a specific area:
•
elementary/middle schools
•
athletic/extracurricular facilities
•
maintenance/technology
•
finance
Each sub-committee took an indepth look at current district properties/
facilities, identified needs, compiled a
list of options to fill them, and placed

projects in a prioritized list. The architect
firm Huckabee then developed rough
estimates of costs for various construction
projects and facilitated the work of the
sub-committees.
As is typical of this type of process
in school districts, the list of all potential
projects exceeded the bonding capacity
that is available to the district (projected
to be in the range of $70-90 million).  The
list of all needs identified by the subcommittees totaled nearly $130 million. In
late November, the LRFPC discussed the
list of items and options and discussed
possible configurations to serve students
in PK-8th Grades. Most of the discussion
has leaned towards using the 50 acres
owned by the district on Sawyer Ranch
Road, and building an elementary school
and middle school that would possibly
share some core facilities such as a kitchen
and mechanical rooms. Many other items
are included on the potential project list,
including a stadium, technology, completion of baseball/softball fields at the high
school, and repairs to current buildings.
The next step is that many LRFPC
members will shift into roles on a Bond
Steering Committee, which will review
potential projects and develop a recommendation for a bond program that will
be presented to the Board. A community
telephone survey also will collect data
in the next few weeks that will help the
Steering Committee with its decisions.
In order to go to bond in May 2014,
the Board would have to make that decision in February 2014.    
PAGE

3

Pitcher Signs
With Mizzou

DSISD Loses Three Former, Current Staff

Don Forrester

Dripping Springs High School senior
baseball player Lake Dabney signed a
national letter of intent Nov. 18 with the
University of Missouri. Dabney was joined
by coaches, parents, friends and DSHS
staff in announcing his commitment.
Dabney, a left-handed pitcher,
earned varsity letters as both a sophomore and junior. In 2013, he earned honorable mention on the all-district team
after recording three wins, a loss and a
save in 10 appearances for the Tigers. He
also posted 15 strikeouts and a 2.14 ERA
and led Dripping Springs to a district title.
Dabney is expected to play a key role for
the Tigers under the direction of Head
Coach Chris Payne again this spring.
In addition to his success at DSHS,
Dabney has competed for the Austin Slam
organization, leading his team to the Premier National Championship in 2013.
The son of Tricia Dabney and Jack Dabney, Lake has been involved in multiple
community service projects during his
high school years. Recently, he and other
members of the Tiger baseball team have
visited Walnut Springs Elementary to read
books about positive character traits to
younger students.
Two other signing ceremonies will
be held in the spring.

Anna Morgan-Penz

Keith Tuck

Dripping Springs ISD lost three members of its extended family in the past
month. Recently retired Dripping Springs High School softball coach and teacher Keith
Tuck died suddenly Nov. 7, 2013. His success stretched far beyond wins on the softball
diamond, as he had a tremendous impact on many student-athletes.
Former DSHS principal Don Forrester passed away at his home in New Mexico
in mid-November. Mr. Forrester led the campus in the early 1990s after serving as an
assistant principal at both the high school and elementary school.  Well-respected and
well-liked, he was known for his favorite piece of advice: “Remember who you are and
where you come from.”
On Dec. 1, Walnut Springs Elementary’s LSSP (Licensed Specialist in School Psychologist) Anna Morgan-Penz died in a car accident. She was in her first year with DSISD
and already had made a positive impact on that campus.
The district’s sincere condolences go to family members of Coach Tuck, Mr. Forrester, and Mrs. Morgan-Penz. The positive influence they had on the lives of young
people will last forever.

Holiday Musical Performances
Scheduled in December
Several musical groups from the middle and high schools will be performing holiday concerts in December.
Both the middle school and high school choirs are planning caroling tours that will
include stops at DSISD elementary schools, Barton Creek Mall and Hill Country Care. The
middle school group also will participate in “Christmas on Mercer Street” during the
community tree lighting ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 7, starting at 6:00 p.m.
All events on the following schedule will be held at the Dripping Springs High
School auditorium. Concerts are free and open to the public.
Dec. 9: DSMS 7th/8th Grade Band Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 10:  DSHS Band Holiday Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 11: DSMS Winter Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 12:  DSHS Choir Holiday Concert, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 15: DSHS Jazz Band and Jazz Cats Concert, 3:00 p.m.
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Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Dripping Springs High School FFA students experienced success in the recent district Leadership Development Event, earning
the Sweepstakes Award and qualifying for the Area Leadership Development competition in six events. Teams placing first
were: Senior Chapter Conducting and Greenhand Chapter Conducting. Placing second (qualified for area) were Claire Gravell
(Job Interview), FFA Broadcasting Team, Greenhand Skills and Greenhand Quiz. At the Area LDE, the Senior Chapter Conducting Team was sixth and the Greenhand Chapter Conducting Team placed 10th.
Dripping Springs Middle School:
• Nine Dance II students and 11 DSMS Cheerleaders won a spot to perform at the Houston Rockets game on Nov. 16 through
an essay contest held by sponsor LaChelle Dougherty. The DSMS Dance II students were: Erika Doyle, Rylee Kirkey, Bailey
Lewallen, Alexia Pappas, Grace Mallett, Margaret Marable, Lily Mau, Brianna Sutter & Natalie Tompso. The DSMS cheerleaders were: Jillian Bohuslav, Emily Brown, Kennedy Groves, Sage Handley, Lauren Kell, Sophie Marek, Amanda Meneses,
Madelyn Olivas, Liliana Reyes, Paighton Salce and Kaitlyn Webb.
Dripping Springs Elementary:
• FIfth-grade Student Leaders are working with the organization Amber’s Angels to collect coloring books and crayons for
patients at Dell Children’s Hospital.
• DSE also participated in the annual collection for Coats for Kids of Central Texas.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• RSES will host a “Scratch marathon” on Dec. 11, from 3:25-4:30 p.m. Scratch is a free program designed by MIT to introduce students to the exciting world of computer coding. Children must be registered to participate.
• RSE participated in the annual collection for Coats for Kids of Central Texas.
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• WSE is holding a food drive for The Springs Food Pantry through Dec. 13, 2013.
• Walnut Springs is in the running for a grant for additional security equipment from Stanley Tools. Votes can be cast on-line
by logging into www.stanleysaferschools.com, searching schools by name (Walnut Springs), for up to $200,000 in funding.

Tiger Shack Provides Spirit Wear, Hands-On Experience
The Tiger Shack school store at Dripping Springs High School
opened last spring, creating a unique learning opportunity. Not only
are apparel and other spirit items available at the store, but students
are gaining valuable experience in how to manage a business.
Juniors and seniors taking the Business Entrepreneurship
course are getting hands-on experience in bookkeeping, marketing,
inventory control, staffing, scheduling, and more.
             For instance, in terms of marketing, students secured sponsors during football season that produced T-shirts to throw into the
stands promoting the Tiger Shack. In addition, students sold products
at home games this fall.  Also, the staff is planning various promotions for basketball and other sports. This fall Tiger Shack students
started attending Dripping Springs Chamber of Commerce meetings,
and recently made a presentation about what they are doing.  
“When I first got involved in the store, we were just picking out
products, and I didn’t expect to learn so much about so many things,”
said senior Erin Runyon, who serves as the group’s Communications
Director. “I’ve not only learned about running a business, but also
about working with others towards a common goal.”
The store carries products by Hurley, Nike and JanSport. Merchandise
includes T-shirts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, hats, gym bags,
The Tiger Shack was featured in a segment on KEYE’s School
duffle
bags,
flip-flops, lanyards, coffee mugs, water bottles and more.
of the Week feature in November. Pictured are (left to
Hours
are
Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:15-8:55 a.m.
right): Daniel Caceres, Lukas Blackman and Braden Gilbert.
and from 4:15-4:55 p.m.
The Tiger Shack has a presence on Facebook and Twitter to
learn more about products and specials.  
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DSEF Teachers of the Month

J. Weger

P. Young

The Dripping Springs Education
Foundation honors DSISD teachers
through the “Teacher of the Month” program.  Each month a teacher from a different school is recognized, with campuses
determining the selection process.
In November teachers from both
Dripping Springs Elementary and Rooster
Springs Elementary were recognized. For
DSE, the recipient was fifth-grade Science
and Social Studies teacher Jennifer Weger., whose love of learning is contagious
to both students and fellow teaching staff.
Fourth-grade teacher Peggy Young  was
honored from Rooster Springs Elementary. Mrs. Young was nominated by Principal
Bernero for her strong commitment to
building lifelong learners in her classroom.
The award is sponsored by Lone
Star Bank.

November Board Briefs

The November Board meeting
began with a report on the Financial Integrity System of Texas (FIRST) report and
public hearing.
Two students who placed second
and third in the Veterans Day Essay Contest -- Andja Bjeletich and Jordan Nolen
-- were recognized.  Above and Beyond
staff awards were presented to: Lindsey
Mahany (Dripping Springs Elementary),
Donna Mamrosh, Mary Wittman and
the RSES Cafeteria staff (Rooster Springs
Elementary), Gay Klassen (Walnut Springs
Elementary), Rachel Frimel and Larin Hinson (Dripping Springs Middle School), and
Jordan Blount and Calen McNett (Dripping
Springs High School). The campus spotlight featured middle school students in
the cast of “Annie” performing a medley
of songs.
Kerri Ranney from Huckabee
and Associates provided an update on
long-range facility planning. She talked
about progress of the Long-Range Facility
Planning Committee, which currently is
working towards development of recommendations to share with a Bond Steering
Committee.
During the Board Discussion part of
the meeting, first reading was done for
TASB Update 98, which resulted from the
83rd legislative session. In addition, the

The Alamo Comes to DSMS

contract for services provided by the architectural firm Huckabee and Associates
was reviewed and approved.
Superintendent Bruce Gearing reviewed updated district enrollment numbers as of Nov. 18 (5,087). He also pointed
out information from the City regarding
proposed subdivisions.  
Mike O’Brien from the firm Padgett
Stratemann presented a report on the
2012-13 financial audit. The district
received an unqualified opinion, with no
significant deficiencies.
The 2014-15 school calendar that
was recommended by the District Advisory Council was approved.
Assistant Superintendent for Business Services Elaine Cogburn introduced
monthly financial reports as well as a new
report on non-cash donations.
An agenda review meeting will
not be held in December, because of the
winter break.  The next regular Board
meeting is Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. in the Board
Room at the Administration Building.
The DSISD Board of Trustees
consists of: Barbara Stroud, president;
Caroline Pekarek, vice president; Shelly
Reeves, secretary; Alan Atwood; Carrie
Fontana-Kroll; Tim Kurpiewski; and Jon
Thompson.

Inside DSISD is the Dripping
Springs Independent School
District newsletter for parents,
friends and the entire Dripping
Springs community.
Those wishing to submit photos
or story suggestions, please contact Director of Communications
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@
dsisd.txed.net).

DSMS seventh-graders recently recreated the Alamo. Students surveyed a field
behind the school to accurately reflect the size of the original Alamo, and bleachers represented the main structure that finally was breached. Some students played
the role of Texan defenders and others were Mexican troops. Teachers who planned
this hands-on lesson were Paige Frontera, Blake Hurta and Jason Haydon. Above, Mr.
Hurta teaches students to reload the “cannon.”
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