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Every week Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
introduces an innovative program or stu-
dent achievement in a 3-4 minute podcast 
that is available on the DSISD website. 
The link to podcasts can be found on the 
left-side tool bar on the district website 
homepage (www.dsisd.txed.net) or on 
the Superintendent’s page. To be alerted 
when podcasts are posted, sign up under 
the “Notify Me” function on the website 
(“Sign up to get email notifications, alerts, 
updates” is the second star below the 
rotating photo on the homepage).

High School Earns College Ready Award
 Dripping Springs High School has 
received the 2012 “College Readiness 
Award” from the Texas ACT Council for 
increasing the number of students taking 
the ACT Assessment over the past five 
years and significantly increasing their lev-
el of achievement and college readiness. 
Only 9 percent (170) of all high schools in 
Texas have been honored for this level of 
accomplishment. DSHS also received this 
award in 2010.
 The DSHS Class of 2012 posted an 
average of 24.6 on the ACT test, which is 
15 percent higher than the Texas average 
(20.8) and 14 percent higher than the 
national standard (21.1). Of this year’s 
graduating class, 44 percent (122/279) of 
students took the exam, which represents 

a significant increase over time; in 2001 
only 24 percent (42/173) of the senior 
class took the ACT.  
 The Texas ACT Council is com-
prised of secondary and post-secondary 
educators who advise ACT, Inc., on ACT 
programs and services in Texas schools 
and colleges. ACT, Inc. is a not-for-profit 
organization that provides assessment, 
research, information and program man-
agement services in the broad areas of 
education and workforce development, 
and is the publisher of the ACT Assess-
ment. In 2012, over 39 percent of Texas 
graduating seniors took the ACT while the 
total number of Texas students taking the 
ACT has increased more than 40 percent 
since 2008. 

Volleyball Charges Ahead

The Tiger varsity volleyball team, under the direction of Head Coach Michael Kane,  
compiled a regular-season record of 38-8 this fall en route to the District 25-4A cham-
pionship. DSHS opened the playoff with a three-set sweep of Austin LBJ High School 
(25-7, 25-11, 25-11) in a bi-district match. DSHS advances to the area championship 
Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. at San Marcos High School; the Tigers will face Alamo Hts. High 
School. GO TIGERS!



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 This is a busy time of year not only 
on our campuses, but in our community 
and our state. 
 As Election Day nears, remember 
to exercise your right to vote. That right 
is one of the primary reasons that our 
democratic society thrives. In addition to 
the presidential race, there are several key 
positions affecting Dripping Springs. This 
year the DSISD Administration Building 
was not designated as an early voting 
location, but the Board Room will serve as 
the Election Day polling place for Precinct 
449 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 6, 2012.
 In September, Michael Williams was 
named as the Commissioner of Education 
by Governor Perry. He replaced Robert 
Scott, who served in that role for five 
years. 
 On Jan. 8, the 83rd legislative ses-
sion will begin. Many topics related to 
education are expected to be addressed, 
including standardized testing. State fund-
ing for public education remains a critical 
topic, following major reductions that 

were made in 2011. However, any action 
taken likely will be tied to the current 
court case on public school funding that 
is being heard in state District Judge John 
Dietz’s courtroom. 
 Things also are moving along at a 
steady pace in Dripping Springs ISD. We 
have many recent student accomplish-
ments to celebrate. The Tiger varsity 
volleyball team has had a great season 
and won the district title. The Tiger 
marching band had strong showings at all 
of its fall competitions, and received the 
highest rating at the UIL Region Contest. 
Two students placed among the top three 
finishers in the Central Texas Veterans Day 
Essay Contest. The DSHS Class of 2012 
earned scores on college-entrance exams 
that were significantly higher than their 
peers at the state and national levels. 
The list goes on and on and many of the 
stories are included in this issue of “Inside 
DSISD.”
 Our district also recently received 
strong financial ratings in two statewide 
systems. DSISD earned a perfect score 
in the FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating 
System of Texas) and a very strong 4.5-star 
rating (highest possible score was 5.0) in 
the FAST (Financial Allocation Study for 

Texas) report. As a district we are com-
mitted to careful management of our 
resources and it is good to be recognized 
for our success doing that. In DSISD, 
between 55 and 60 percent of our operat-
ing budget is spent in the classroom. If 
student-related costs such as counselors, 
nurses, transportation and extracurricular 
activities are added, that percentage is 
closer to 70 percent. We will continue to 
work hard to serve our students at the 
highest level possible with the resources 
we have.
 Remember this year we will be off 
all of Thanksgiving week. I know everyone 
is looking forward to this much-needed 
break after a busy fall. Please set your 
family plans around the school schedule 
to ensure that your chidlren do not miss 
instructional time. 
 Thank you for supporting your chil-
dren and our schools. Dripping Springs is a 
wonderful community and my family and I 
are happy to be a part of it.
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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Fall Attendance Update 
 This fall DSISD has been emphasiz-
ing the importance of student attendance. 
Because the district’s state funding is di-
rectly affected by the number of students 
in school each day, maximizing these 
numbers is a way to positively impact our 
financial situation. A student-led initiative 
– AWE (Attendance, Water, Energy) – was 
introduced in August and student leaders 
have visited with groups of their peers as 
well as staff and parents to explain how 
funding is affected by attendance.
 So far this year, DSISD’s average 
attendance is higher than it was last year. 
Currently, 97.3 percent of DSISD students 
are attending school each day. Last year’s 
attendance mark was 96.6 percent. How-
ever, as cold and flu season approaches, 
it may prove challenging to continue this 
trend. Increasing average attendance by 
a full percentage point over the course 
of the year would mean $250,000 in ad-

ditional funding for DSISD. 
 The district recognizes that when 
children are ill, they should be kept home. 
However, parents should avoid children 
missing school for activities such as trips, 
events, and other non-school activities. 
This is especially important to remember 
with upcoming holidays. The main reason 
that the school calendar was changed to 
make Thanksgiving week a full week off 
was to try to avoid two of the traditionally 
lowest attendance days, the Monday and 
Tuesday prior to Thanksgiving.
 Parents should be aware of the 
time that attendance is taken at their 
child’s campus. Elementary schools take 
attendance at 8:45 a.m. and secondary 
schools at 10:10 a.m. Students who ar-
rive late or miss part of the day because 
of a doctor or dentist  appointment still 
“count” in the school’s daily attendance if 
an official doctor’s note is submitted.

 The Dripping Springs High 
School Theatre Department will pres-
ent its fall production, Ken Ludwig’s 
“Leading Ladies,” Nov. 8-10 in the 
high school auditorium. Performanc-
es will be at 7:30 p.m. each day, with 
a 2:00 p.m. Saturday matinee. 
 “Leading Ladies” is a hilari-
ous farce that takes inspiration from 
“Some Like It Hot” and “Tootsie,” 
among other classics of stage and 
screen.
 Tickets can be purchased online 
in advance, or at the DSHS audito-
rium box office beginning one hour 
before each show. Tickets at the box 
office are $6 for students and $10 for 
adults. All tickets purchased online 
are $8. All seating is general admis-
sion.

“Leading Ladies” Nov. 8-10
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Tiger Band Has Successful Season
 The 2011 state silver medal-winning 
Dripping Springs Tiger Band has had a 
busy and successful marching season, 
competing with its 2012 show “Silence,” 
featuring the music of Samuel Barber. 
The show’s sections, “Awkward Silence,” 
“Silence is Golden,” and “Breaking the 
Silence” use Barber’s iconic compositions 
to explore the intertwining of sound and 
silence in music.
 DSHS Band Director Keith Lancaster 
said, “The band this year has done an 
amazing job incorporating a very large 
freshman class successfully into a show 
that requires extraordinary attention to 
detail. The band’s accomplishments this 
year are a testament to the students’ 
ability to pull together and work toward a 
common goal.”  

FALL RESULTS
USB (USBands) Preview Contest:

First Place in Class, Best Music, Best 
Overall Effect, and Best Color Guard; 
Highest overall score regardless of class

Bands of America Regional Competition:
(Conroe): First Place in Class, Best Mu-
sic, Best Visual, and Best General Effect; 
Ninth Place in Finals

Westlake Marching Festival:
First Place in class, Best Music, Best 
Marching, Best Design/Effect, Best Col-
orguard; Second Place in Finals behind 
Round Rock. 
(This represents the Tiger Band’s best-
ever showing in the Westlake contest, 
which it has competed in since 1977.)

Region 18 UIL Marching Contest:
Highest Rating of Superior from all 
three judges

 The Tiger Band will wrap up its 
competition season at the Duncanville 
Marching Invitational on Nov. 3.

The Tiger band has continued its outstanding tradition this fall, earning numerous 
honors in four competitions. Above, DSHS competes at the Westlake Marching Fes-
tival, winning First Place in Class, Best Music, Best Marching, Best Design/Effect and 
Best Colorguard.

 

Proud Partner 
Beginning November 15th  

Order the Tiger Family Pack  
& we’ll donate $4 to the Dripping Springs 

Education Foundation! 

Extra Large 1-Topping Pizza, Family Size 
Salad, and Breadsticks with Cheese 

Only $19.99 

598 E US 290     
HEB Shopping Center 

(512) 858-9697 

Student Leadership Grants Available:
 The Dripping Springs Education 
Foundation has a long history of recog-
nizing and fostering leadership develop-
ment among DSISD students.  Last year, 
the Foundation began a pilot program 
aimed at giving Dripping Springs Middle 
School students the opportunity to lead 
their own service projects.  The Founda-
tion is expanding the program this year to 
include high school students also.
  The grants provide funding to stu-
dent-led initiatives serving their respec-
tive campuses or others in the community 
in a variety of ways, which the applicants 
propose. The goal is to empower students 
to develop and realize their ideas, as well 
as foster leadership skills. 
 Any current DSISD high school or 
middle school student may apply for a 
grant. The project must have a DSISD 
faculty member sponsor. For more infor-
mation, please see the 2012-13 Student 
Leadership Grant application page located 
at: http://www.dseducationfoundation.
org/grants/student-leadership-grants/ap-
plications.  The deadline for submission is 
Nov. 16.

DS Education Foundation Leadership Grants 
Funding the 2012-13 DSISD Funding 
Gap to Keep Our Schools Strong
 The Dripping Springs Education 
Foundation is distributing its “Ow to 
Wow” brochure in all the schools and 
around the community, which outlines the 
facts about the school district’s serious 
budget deficit and how our community 
can help. Based on the current-year deficit 
of $1.23 million, private donations of $260 

per student would fill the gap – though 
every contribution amount counts!  
 Secure tax-deductible donations 
can be made and more information is 
available at www.dseducationfoundation.
org. The Foundation provides an impor-
tant private-sector channel for donations. 
Unlike property-tax dollars, every dollar 
donated to DSEF stays in the district. 
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Board Briefs
 The October 22 Board of Trustees 
meeting featured a campus spotlight 
highlighting the Walnut Springs Tiger 
Totes program, as well as a recognition 
of Dripping Springs High School students 
who were honored as part of the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship program and as 
National Hispanic Scholars.  The follow-
ing staff members were honored with 
Above and Beyond Awards:  Mary Oldham 
(DSES), Leslie Wallace (RSES), Aimee 
Thode (WSES), Laura Taylor (WSES),  Chris-
tine Haydt (DSMS), Jonathan Hayhurst 
(DSHS), Errin Jennings (DSHS), and Holly 
Miller and Cindy Pollack (Dept. of Special 
Services). DSISD’s five principals were 
honored as part of Principals Month.
 The Board approved the 2013-14 
school calendar.  
  Superintendent Bruce Gearing pro-
vided an enrollment report and pointed 
out some trends of enrollment and at-
tendance. He also reported that Board 
members have been provided with drafts 
of the updated policy manual and first 
reading is tentatively scheduled for the 
November meeting. Dr. Gearing reported 
that the demographic study is progressing 
and a report is likely to be presented in 
December.
 Monthly reports were introduced 
by Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Services Ricardo Vela. Executive Direc-
tor for Human Resource Services Pamela 
Carroll highlighted several items in the Hu-
man Resource Services report, including 
the energy education specialist position, 
substitute training, policy Update 95, and 
the district employee survey.
 The November regular Board meet-
ing will be held Nov. 26 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Board Room at the Administration Build-
ing. There will not be an agenda review 
meeting in November.  

DSISD Hosts Robotics Meets

2013-14 Calendar 
Approved

To view the 2013-14 school 
calendar that was recently ap-
proved by the DSISD Board 
of Trustees, go to the district 
homepage and click on “Dis-
trict Calendars” on left tool bar.

On Oct. 20, DSISD hosted the 27-team Capitol BEST (Boosting Engineering, Science 
and Technology) competition. The high school and middle school squads won Best 
Spirit Awards, while the DSMS team was honored for having the Best YouTube Video. 
On Dec. 1, Dripping Springs will host the FLL (First Lego League) competition at DSHS. 

Veterans Day Assemblies Planned
 Schools in Dripping Springs ISD will 
recognize Veterans Day on Monday, Nov. 
12, 2012. Veterans from all branches of 
military service, as well as families of stu-
dents, are welcome to attend any of the 
events. Visitors shoudl stop in the office to 
obtain a badge. All programs include pa-
triotic music and recognition of veterans. 
Other planned activities are listed below, 
with starting times and locations:

Dripping Springs Elementary  
Cafeteria, 8:15 a.m.
Guest speaker Lt. Commander Jason Papp, 
United States Navy Reserve

Rooster Springs Elementary  
Flagpole in front of school
8:15 a.m. (3rd-5th); 8:40 a.m. (K-2nd)
Remarks by veterans, flag-folding cer-
emony

Walnut Springs Elementary  
Flagpole in front of school
8:00 a.m.
Fifth-graders lead songs, letters read 
aloud

Dripping Springs Middle School  
Flagpole in front of school
10:00 a.m. 
Flag-raising ceremony in conjunction with 
local VFW, choir and trumpet players.  
Also, on Nov. 7, sixth-graders will speak 
with veterans from all military branches to 
learn more about their experiences. 

Dripping Springs High School  
Competition Gym
11:30 a.m.  
Guest speaker Colonel David M. Park, 
retired chaplain, U.S. Air Force, Jazz Cats 
performance



Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• The Tiger boys’ cross country team placed second at the district meet at Old Settlers park Oct. 26 and qualified for the regional 

meet in San Antonio. The Tiger boys had four individual runners place among the top 20 at the 5K district meet. Michael 
Orgeron was eighth, Josh Carriker was 12th, Trevor Heinz was 13th and Ricky Canales was 18th. On the girls’ side, Jenny Fritz 
recorded a second-place district finish and qualified for regionals as an individual. The UIL Region IV Cross Country Champion-
ship Meet will be held at the University of Texas at San Antonio campus on Nov. 3.

• A school-wide assembly about the dangers of texting while driving is planned for Nov. 7 at 11:15 a.m. in the competition gym. 
The Brown family, whose daughter Alex was killed while texting and driving, will visit DSHS as part of their speaking tour to high 
schools. The Browns, who founded the Remember Alex Brown Foundation, visited two years ago to share their experience.    

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The DSMS Theatre Department’s fall show, “Letters” is a Reader’s Theater piece crafted around the correspondence between 

soldiers and their loved ones spanning many wars from the CIvil War to the War in Afghanistan.  As a community service proj-
ect in conjunction with Cell Phones For Soldiers, the Theatre Department will collect used cell phones that are traded for call-
ing cards and then distributed to soldiers all over the world. This short performance will be Nov. 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• Thanksgiving lunch will be held Thursday, Nov. 8 (last names A-L) and Friday, Nov. 9 (last names M-Z) for parents to join their 

children.
• The annual Fall Fair is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 10, from 2-6 p.m.
• The Cool Cat store is in its first year as a fun opportunity for students to spend “Cool Cat Cash” they have earned for demon-

strating good social and behavioral skills. Donations of new or gently used items are accepted in the PTA Workroom.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Rooster Springs Elementary, along with the EarlyAct FirstKnight Service Club, is competing in the Coats for Kids community 

project this year. The collection runs until Nov. 16. Gently used coats or new coats can be brought to school and placed in the 
bins in the front foyer. Every coat collected keeps another child warm and healthy during the winter!

• Gobble Days are scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 6 (kindergarten, 3rd and 4th grades) and Wednesday, Nov. 7 (pre-K, 1st, 2nd 
and 5th grades) for parents to come enjoy a Thanksgiving lunch with their child.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• The Tiger Totes bag program is accepting non-perishable food donations. To contribute, mark the donations “For Tiger 

Totes” and leave them at the front office. Some items that are especially helpful include: mac-n-cheese, fruit cups, Hormel 
pork and beans, Cheerios, oatmeal, granola bars, goldfish, canned ravioli, Ramen noodles, and canned green beans or corn.

• The WSES Garden is now being prepared for winter crops. There are plans to add another layer of cinder blocks (and more 
soil) to all gardens so that the soil will be deeper for planting. Family Garden Work Days are being scheduled and volunteers 
will be needed.
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Scenes From Homecoming 2012 ...

At left, Homecoming King and Queen Austin Kufrovich and Rachel Clarke are rec-
ognized at Tiger Stadium. above, the Dripping Springs Middle School cheerleaders 
participate in the parade, which proceeded down Mercer Street for the first time.  



Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact District Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Alan Atwood, president
Barbara Stroud, vice president

Shelly Reeves, secretary
Liz Ing

Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski

Caroline Pekarek

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.
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 Two Dripping Springs High School 
sophomores placed among the top three 
spots in the annual Veterans Day Essay 
Contest sponsored by the Travis County 
Veterans Day Parade Committee: Gwen 
Cochran placed second and Connor Keph-
art placed third. 
 On Nov. 11, both students, their 
parents and teacher Yvonne Kaatz are 
invited to attend the Austin Veterans Day 
parade followed by a ceremony that will 
be held outside the Texas State Capitol. 
The parade will start at 9:00 a.m. and 
proceed from the Ann Richards Congress 
Avenue Bridge to the Capitol Building. The 
ceremony is expected to begin around 
11:00 a.m. The students will receive sav-
ings bonds as prizes — $200 for second 
place and $100 for third. 
 Each year, hundreds of essays on 
“What Veterans Day Means to Me” are 
submitted by Central Texas high school 
students. There is also an essay contest 

Students Honored in Essay Contest

for middle school students.
 This marks the fourth consecutive 
year that Dripping Springs High School 
students have fared especially well in the 
Veterans Day Essay Contest. Last year 
DSHS had a clean sweep of the top three 
places, and Megan Shaver was the winner. 
Dripping Springs students also won the 
contest in both 2009 and 2010. 

Connor KephartGwen Cochran

Children from the Dripping Springs ISD Child Development Center enjoyed dress-
ing up in costumes and trick-or-treating through the Administration Building on 
Oct. 31. Above, Superintendent Bruce Gearing passes out treats.

Trick or Treat for CDC

 Skyward Family Access is now available through “Skyward Mobile Access.” This free application, which is available for iOS 
and Android devices, will allow parents and students instant access to their Skyward information on a mobile device.
 After downloading and installing the free Skyward Mobile Access App, the next step is to look up Dripping Springs ISD by 
district name. Once found, simply click the appropriate district and enter Skyward login and password information. A prompt 
will be given to create a four-digit PIN for security purposes. The connection information is then stored on the mobile device so 
users are automatically connected and accounts are authenticated each time the Skyward Mobile Access icon is clicked on and 
the security PIN is entered.

Get the Family Access App!

Seeking Mentors 
for New Families

 DSISD is still looking for volunteers 
to serve as “mentor families” for families 
who move into Dripping Springs during 
the school year to help them adjust to 
their new community.
 Matches between new and mentor 
families will be made based on ages and 
campuses of children. Mentor families will 
be asked to reach out to the new family to 
make a connection and offer assistance. 
This would require a minimal time com-
mitment and would depend on what the 
two families mutually decide, but may 
include activities like attending a sporting 
event at the high school or simply going 
to a PTA meeting together. 
 Volunteer families are still needed. If 
interested, please e-mail District Informa-
tion Officer Dale Whitaker at dale.whita-
ker@dsisd.txed.net and provide contact 
information as well as ages/schools of 
children.


