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IMPORTaNT DaTES
January 21
Student holiday/staff workday; Board of 
Trustees Agenda Review Meeting, 6:00 
p.m., Board Room, Central Administration

January 25
Interim Grade Reports 

January 28
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Central Administration

January is School Board Recognition Month in the state of Texas and a great 
time to thank the seven individuals who serve the Dripping Springs commu-

nity in this role. School Board members commit a great deal of time to training, 
meetings, communicating with parents and community, and other duties while 

receiving no pay for their efforts.
Thanks to DSISD School Board members: Alan Atwood (president), Liz Ing, 

Carrie Fontana Kroll, Tim Kurpiewski, Caroline Pekarek, Shelly Reeves  
(secretary) and Barbara Stroud (vice president).

Thanks, School Board!

Dripping Springs ISD will host 
the second community coffee 
of the school year on Friday, 
Feb. 1, from 7:30-9:00 a.m. 
at Dripping Springs Middle 

School (Room C102).  Parents 
and members of the Dripping 
Springs community are wel-

come to visit, ask questions of 
DSISD administrators, and share 

ideas. Administrators from all 
campuses will be present.

Coffee With DSISD 

Task Force Formed Through SHAC
 Dripping Springs ISD and the dis-
trict’s SHAC (School Health Advisory Coun-
cil) are creating a task force of parents and 
community members to address social 
issues facing older students and discuss 
how we can support them in making good 
decisions. The responsibility of the SHAC 
is to advise the district administration 
regarding school health issues. The task 
force is being formed to examine social 
issues affecting teenagers, specifically the 
use of alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. 
 According to Superintendent Bruce 
Gearing, “By joining forces, we believe we 
can positively influence the choices our 
students are making. With the expertise, 
experience and support of our parents 
and community members, we can take 
a coordinated school health approach to 
this issue.”
 In addition to some members of this 

year’s SHAC, community members, par-
ents and staff members with backgrounds 
in law enforcement, counseling, educa-
tion and social work have been invited to 
participate. The group will begin meeting 
this month, with the goal of having rec-
ommendations by March. Because some 
recommendations may have financial 
implications, these potential actions will 
need to be included in budget discus-
sions that will be ongoing throughout the 
spring.
 “While the SHAC addresses a variety 
health issues potentially facing students 
of all ages, the use of alcohol and drugs 
by teenagers in our society is particularly 
concerning.” said SHAC chairperson Katie 
Reyes. “There is a benefit in having a 
group solely dedicated to this issue and to 
identify how we can help our students.” 



Message from the Superintendent
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

  Since the horrific tragedy in New-
town, Ct., public schools around the coun-
try have looked at safety issues with a 
higher level of intensity.  The safety of the 
children in our care each day is the high-
est priority we have in Dripping Springs 
ISD. As superintendent and as a parent of 
three children in this district, I take this 
matter very seriously. 
 Several policies and procedures are 
in place to help keep our campuses safe: 
front entrances that require visitors to en-
ter through school offices, locked exterior 
doors and controlled access, practice drills 
for various situations including lockdowns, 
training for administrators, and a crisis 
response plan.
 Even prior to the Connecticut trag-
edy, our district has been reviewing and 
updating our emergency response plans. 
In addition, campus response plans will be 
revisited to see if there are any additional 
steps that can be taken to enhance safety. 
We also have been connecting with other 
local agencies that would be involved in 
any type of emergency reponse to make 
sure our efforts are coordinated.
 In the past few years DSISD has 
made strides in terms of emergency 
training for administrators and teachers, 
with many staff members completing the 
National Incident Management System 
course. One issue that the newly formed 
Task Force (Page 1) will discuss is the 
status of a School Resource Officer (SRO).  
 Sometimes the line between taking 
necessary security measures and making 
parents feel welcome on our campuses is 
a narrow one. We ask that parents be pa-
tient if certain safety procedures take a bit 
of extra time when you visit your child’s 
school. Please know that we are commit-
ted to continuing every effort to ensure 
our students are safe every day.
 In addition to our students heading 
back to class following the break, Janu-
ary marks the beginning of the legislative 
session and the formal start of our budget 
development process. As has been the 
case in previous years, we are inter-
ested in parent and community feedback 

regarding budget priorities. We will be 
scheduling opportunities for community 
input and will share information on the 
process via the DSISD website, e-mail and 
other methods. 
 The legislative session is underway 
and there are many hot topics related 
to education such as funding, testing 
and vouchers. In December we posted a 
section on our website that shares some 
background on our budget situation, as 
well as information relevant to the legisla-
tive session. Go to the gold toolbar on 
the left side of the homepage and click on 
“Legislative Information.” 
 Make your voice heard to those 
who make decisions at the state level. In 
addition to contacting legislators, another 
opportunity to support education is the 
“Save Texas Schools” Rally, that is sched-
uled at the Capitol on Saturday, Feb. 23, 
from 11:00-1:30 p.m.
 One positive piece of budget news 
is that we successfully implemented full 
building shutdowns over both Thanksgiv-
ing week and the winter holidays that we 
expect will show savings in our energy 
cost (which is our second-largest budget 
line item). Another goal for the year was 
the increase in attendance, which trans-
lates into more state funding. While we 
do no want ill students in school, we ask 
parents to make sure family scheduling 
conflicts do not result in missed time.
 At the January 28 Board meeting, 
results of our recently completed demo-
graphic study will be presented. This data 

and analysis will be very important as we 
plan for the future of our schools, which 
this year grew at a rate of about 5 per-
cent. We know that our middle school is 
nearing capacity and that Dripping Springs 
Elementary has seen a sizeable increase in 
enrollment. After the Board meeting, we 
will share that information with our com-
munity. 
 While the previous news is behind 
the scenes and administrative, the real 
news in Dripping Springs ISD is happening 
at our campuses. I have been enjoying a 
number of visits to classrooms and am 
continuously impressed by the quality of 
teaching and lessons in our district.
 Students also thrive outside of the 
classroom, an important element in the 
building of what I call the “whole child.” 
Experiences like theatre arts, sports and 
music help develop students’ creativity 
and talents. Currently basketball, soccer, 
wrestling and powerlifting are in season, 
with baseball and softball starting in Feb-
ruary. The DSHS Winterguard is compet-
ing ... the high school spring musical will 
be staged later this month ... the debate 
team is active ... the list goes on and on. 
Please visit a performance or game to see 
our outstanding students in action!
 Sincerely,

 
 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent
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Nurses Recognized by Board
All five Dripping 
Springs ISD school 
nurseswere hon-
ored as recipients of 
“Above & Beyond” 
Awards at the Dec. 
17 Board meeting. 
Pictured are (left 
to right): Charlene 
Cox (WSE), Kathy 
Blakey (DSHS), Vicky 
Metzger (DSMS), 
Trustee Shelly 
Reeves, Nancy 
Marfin (DSE) and 
LaDonna Skrobarc-
zyk (RSE).
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Reflections Winners Advance to State
 The creative work of 16 Dripping Springs ISD students will move on to the 2013 Texas PTA “Reflections” State Contest based on 
artistic merit, creativity, mastery of the medium, and interpretation of the theme. Each year the DSISD PTA Council hosts the Reflec-
tions program for students to submit creative works of art in various categories that follow a theme; this year’s theme was “The 
Magic of a Moment.” One artwork piece was selected to represent DSISD from each grade division (Primary, Intermediate, Middle, 
and Senior) and from each Arts category (Dance Choreography, Visual Arts, Literature, Music Composition, Photography and Film 
Production). Other students received Awards of Merit and Honorable Mention in Visual Arts and Photography.

 Students who received an Award of Excellence and qualified for the state contest (with category and title of entry) are:
Richard Beggs DSHS  Literature  “The Magic in Marching”
Aubrie Caldwell DSMS  Photography  “Against the Sky”
Caroline Cameron RSE  Visual Arts  “Butterflies”
McKayla Cothern DSMS  Film Production  “Enjoy What You Have While You Have It”
Austin DeBerry RSE  Literature  “Ella and Me”
Parker DeBerry RSE  Visual Arts  “A Big Hit”
Keira Greer  DSHS  Visual Arts  “Vibrant”
Mia Haraguchi DSMS  Literature  “An Instant”
Margot Heltzel RSE  Literature  “Believe in Yourself”
Brittany Krenek DSHS  Photography  “A Child’s First Snowfall”
Kathryn Lefort DSE  Dance Choreography “Kate’s Magical Firework”
Tate Lemmer  RSE  Photography  “The Magic of Happiness”
Katelynne Marsan DSMS  Visual Arts  “Equilibrium”
Avery McKitrick DSMS  Dance Choreography “All You Wanted”
Alexa McGilvray DSE  Photography  “Happy Birthday Kid”
Vanessa Page DSHS  Dance Choreography “Temporary Love”

 Winners at the state level will advance to the national level. State results will be posted on the Texas PTA website (txpta.org) on 
March 1, 2013.

 DSISD students who received Awards of Merit were:
Morgan Trail  DSE  Visual Arts  “It’s the Mermaid’s Time”
Jessica DeBerry RSE  Visual Arts  “My New Baby Cousins”
Tessa Newton            DSE  Photography                “Splashes and Giggles”
Annalea  Metzger        DSMS      Visual Arts                   “The Gift”
Mia Haraguchi         DSMS  Visual Arts                   “A Fleeting Moment”
Lindsay Koppel             DSMS  Visual  Arts                  “The Gymnast”                           

 
 DSISD students who earned Honorable Mention in this year’s district Reflections contest were:

Sophie Hassell DSE  Visual Arts  “Flower in a Storm”
Taylor Waters DSE  Visual Arts  “I Forgive You”
Tye Hardin  DSMS  Visual Arts  “The Fourth Hour”
Allie Gretzinger DSMS  Visual Arts  “Paris at Twilight”

LEFT: “The Magic of 
Happiness” by Tate 
Lemmert
RIGHT:  “Vibrant” by 
Keira Greer
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Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:

• Three DSHS football players received academic all-state honors from the Texas High School Coaches Association. Dillon Baley 
earned Elite status, Weston Fernea was named to the First Team, and Chris Bounds received honorable mention.

• Science teacher Jim Thomas successfully raised enough money ($846) to cover the cost of three new electronic balances for 
his classroom through the website “donorschoose.org.” He explained, “These balances will enable us to do lab experiments 
that are more precise, that can be done more quickly with less frustration and use less chemicals.”

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• The DSMS Science Fair will be held  Wednesday, Jan. 23, from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. in Room C102. All qualified projects also 

will be entered in the Austin Energy Regional Science Festival on Feb. 21. 2013.
• A Principal’s Coffee will be held in conjunction with the PTA membership meeting on Friday, Jan. 25, 2013. The coffee is set 

to begin at 8:30 a.m., with the meeting to follow in Room C102.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• DSES student leaders are working on a community service project to collect clothing to support The Burke Center, a non-

profit organization that cares for Texas children who have been removed from their home environments due to various cri-
ses. The Burke Center that is located in Driftwood (Pathfinders Treatment Center) specifically serves boys age 11-18. Dona-
tions will benefit not only the Driftwood location, but other Burke Centers in Texas as well. For more information about the 
Burke Center, visit http://theburkecenter.org. Gently worn clothing and shoes will be collected until Jan. 25. All sizes (infant 
through adult) are welcome. A donation box is located in the foyer outside of the library. Student leaders will help collect 
and sort the items into boys and girls clothing. Then Girl Scout Troop 188 will sort items, inspect quality, box, and deliver 
the clothing. 

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Dads’ Pizza Night is scheduled for Jan. 15 and Art Appreciation Week will be Jan. 21-25.
• A second-grade student in Capri Heinz’s class at Rooster Springs Elementary has started an organization called “Giving for Liv-

ing.” She and her classmates have collected useful items like children’s clothing, blankets, linen and food that will be donated  
based on community needs. 

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Before the holidays, the WSES Student Council spearheaded a food drive that collected 1,014 pounds of food for the Springs 

Food Pantry.
• A Principal’s Coffee is scheduled for Friday, Jan. 25, starting at 8:00 a.m.; the topic is the state AEIS report/TEA report card.

Band Students Qualify for Region Band
 Dripping Springs High School band 
students excelled at the Region 18 Band 
auditions, with 37 students qualifying for 
either the Region Symphonic Band or Re-
gion Wind Ensemble. Both bands will par-
ticipate in the Region Clinic and Concert at 
Connally High School on Jan. 18-19, 2013. 
Eleven Tiger Band students also qualified 
for Area competition and will audition for 
the All-State Band on Jan. 12.
 The following students were se-
lected for the Region Symphonic Band: 
Piccolo–Eliza Wright; Flute–Lindsay 
Cummings, Lizzy Reid; Bassoon–Sydney 
Neugebauer; Clarinet–Ava Mamrosh; 
Alto Saxophone–Alyssa Fowler, Will Hitt; 
French Horn–Miranda Solis; Trumpet–Cla-
rice Norton, Bridget Bowers, Parker Reyes; 
Trombone–Jacob Carter, Sarah Everett; 
Euphonium–Collton Mallett, Tyler Hooks; 
Tuba–Sommer Neugebauer, Collin Mc-
Creary; Percussion–Emily Bingham.

 Chosen for the Region Wind En-
semble were: (*=Area Qualifier, 1=1st 
chair): Flute–Emily Varnell*, Marlyse 
Vieira; Oboe–Trixie Wilkins*1; Clarinet–
T.J. Peterman*1, Allie Wittman*; Bass 
Clarinet–Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick*1; 
Contra-Bass Clarinet–Abigail Plimpton*1; 
Tenor Saxophone–Tim Alton; Baritone 
Saxophone–Seiler Hess*1; French Horn–
Angela Perryman; Trumpet–Cole Thrower, 
Andrew Kiehnau; Trombone–David 
Kapral*; Bass Trombone–Jon Kelley*1, 
Josh Wade*; Euphonium–MJ Jadeja*1, 
Ben Hudson*.
 In addition, the following students 
were recognized as All-District band 
members: Bassoon–Tommy Metzger, 
Grace Shuman; Clarinet–Marina Zoch; 
Alto Saxophone–Vanessa Page; French 
Horn–Weatherly Sawyer; Trombone–Au-
drey Passino, Eric Kiehnau; Tuba–Kellan 
DiDonato; Percussion–Cambria Sawyer, 
Clark Boes, Cara Allred.

 In August 2012, the DSISD 
Child Nutrition Department imple-
mented menu changes based on 
new USDA guidelines relating to the 
2010 Hunger Free Children’s Act.  The 
guidelines, intended to help combat 
childhood obesity, placed significant 
restrictions on the amounts of pro-
cessed grain and breads, and meat/
meat alternative products that could 
be served to children.  Other changes 
required offering additional fruits, 
vegetables and whole grain products.
 The restrictions on processed 
grain breads and meat/meat alterna-
tive products made menu planning 
very challenging and compliance with 
federal guidelines difficult to achieve. 
Recently the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture changed USDA school lunch 
requirements to allow more meats 
and grains.  DSISD soon will be modi-
fying menus to include these changes.

USDA Update
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December Board Briefs
 The December 17 Board of Trust-
ees meeting featured a campus spotlight 
highlighting a Dripping Springs Elementary 
School fourth-grade ACE (Academic Chal-
lenge and Enrichment) project called “The 
Gift of Age.”  Students who placed first 
in the elementary district UIL academic 
meet were introduced. Two students who 
were finalists in the PEC Youth Tour were 
recognized. Olivia Wilczek was one of 
six winners, while she and Miranda Solis 
were among 12 finalists.
 Nurses from all five DSISD campuses 
were honored with “Above and Beyond” 
Awards. Congratulations to Kathy Blakey 
(DSHS), Charlene Cox (WSES), Nancy 
Marfin (DSES), Vicky Metzger (DSMS) and 
LaDonna Skrobarczyk (RSES). [See photo 
at right.] 
 In the Board report, President Alan 
Atwood summarized training hours com-
pleted by Board members. Final payment 
for the district’s video surveillance system 
was approved. A revised facility use rental 
fee table that includes four categories 
rather than three was introduced and will 
be voted on by the Board in January. TASB 
Policy Update 95 was discussed and will 
be brought back to the Board in January. 
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
provided an enrollment report. He also 
shared information on legislative issues 
that are expected to be prominent in the 
upcoming session.
 Monthly reports were introduced by 
Assistant Superintendent for Business Ser-
vices Ricardo Vela.  Executive Director for 
Human Resource Services Pamela Carroll 

Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos or 
story suggestions, please contact 
District Information Officer Dale 
Whitaker (dale.whitaker@dsisd.

txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Alan Atwood, president
Barbara Stroud, vice president

Shelly Reeves, secretary
Liz Ing

Carrie Fontana Kroll
Tim Kurpiewski

Caroline Pekarek

SUPERINTENDENT:
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D.

 Dripping Springs High School Busi-
ness Education teacher and coach Marisa 
Maher is a winner of the 2012 Sponsor 
Excellence Award from the University 
Interscholastic League (UIL).
 The award identifies and recognizes 
outstanding sponsors who assist students 
in developing and refining their extracur-
ricular talents to the highest degree pos-
sible within the educational system while 
helping them to keep their personal worth 
separate from their success or failure in 
competition. The criteria for the award 
was: accomplishments of UIL participants 
as a result of sponsor leadership, use of 
existing resources and student aptitude, 
principal recommendation, and state-
ment regarding the relative importance 
of competitive activities in the sponsor’s 
personal educational philosophy.

 Ms. Maher is now in her 11th 
year at DSHS. She serves as the Tigers’ 
head cross country and girls’ track coach, 
and also has served as the girls’ athletic 
coordinator. Earlier this fall, Ms. Maher 
was selected as the Region XIII Second-
ary Teacher of the Year after receiving 
teacher-of-the-year honors at the school 
and district levels.
 This fall the DSHS boys’ cross 
country team placed second at the district 
meet and qualified as a team for region-
als; the girls’ team was fifth at the district 
meet and one runner, Jenny Fritz, ad-
vanced to the state championships, where 
she finished 20th. The entire girls’ cross 
country team (as well as six members of 
the boys’ team) earned academic all-
district honors.

Coach Receives UIL Sponsor Excellence Award

 A native of Dayton, Ohio, Ms. Ma-
her attended Texas A&M University where 
she lettered for three years in track and 
field, graduating in 1999 with a bachelor’s 
degree of business administration.

highlighted several items in the Human 
Resource Services report. 
 The January regular Board meeting 
will be held Jan. 28, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Board Room at the Administration 
Building. An agenda review meeting is 
scheduled for Jan. 21, 2013.  

 The Spring catalog for Dripping 
Springs ISD Community Education is full 
of exciting and informative activities 
and classes. Classes range from fitness 
to computer skills to First Aid/CPR. In 
addition, driver’s education, English 
as a Second Language, tax e-filing, and 
SAT test preparation  courses are avail-
able. DSISD also partners with local 
organizations that offer specific types 
of classes like strength and condition-
ing or karate. 
 The district offers after-school 
care for elementary students, a before-
school program for middle-school 
students, and after-school enrichment 
classes on each elementary campus.
 Over Spring Break, two camps 
will be offered – one for students in 
preK through fifth grades and one for 
3- and 4-year-olds. 
 For more information, call (512) 
858-3021.

Spring Into 
Community Ed! 


