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IMPORTaNT DaTES
October 10
Student Holiday/Staff Workday
October 11
District Forums on Propositions, 8:45 
a.m., RSES Cafeteria; 6:30 p.m., Board 
Room, Administration Building 
October 14
Nine-Week Term Grade Report
October 17
Facility Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., 
Administration Building
October 18
Finance Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., 
Administration Building
October 18-21
STAAR Testing
October 20
Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
(workshop) and 7:00 p.m. (regular 
session), Board Room, Administration 
Building
October 24
District Forum on Propositions, 6:30 
p.m., DSHS Lecture Hall

 Several Dripping Springs High School 
seniors have been honored for academic 
achievement at the national level.
 Kevin Addamo and Mary Godwin 
have been selected as semifinalists in the 
2012 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
They are among 16,000 students nation-
ally who were named as semifinalists in 
the 57th annual competition for 8,300 
Merit Scholarship awards. To become a fi-
nalist, a student must have an outstanding 
high school academic record, be recom-
mended by the school principal, complete 
an application, and submit SAT scores that 
confirm his/her qualifying test perfor-
mance. The semifinalists, who represent 
less than one percent of U.S. high school 
seniors, were the highest-scoring entrants 
in each state. Finalists will be announced 
in February 2012.
 The son of Stephen and Kori Adda-
mo, Kevin intends to major in Mechanical 
Engineering, and hopes to attend either 
Rice University or the University of Texas 
at Austin. At DSHS, he has been recog-
nized for his performance on the National 
Latin Examination and is working with a 
faculty member on a college-level Biology 
research project. He has been honored as 
a member of the “Top Five Percent” of his 
class each year of high school.
 Mary Godwin, the daughter of Scott 
and Jennifer Godwin, is a four-year mem-
ber of the Tiger band who this year serves 
as an assistant drum major.  She has been 
president of Venture Crew 101 for the last 
two years, is active in the National Honor 
Society, and has been recognized as a 
member of the “Top Five Percent” of her 
class each year of high school.  Mary plans 
to study Asian languages in college.
 Five DSHS seniors also have been 
named as Commended Scholars in the 
2012 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Commended students are: Elisabeth Artz, 
Renae Jackson, Casey Margules, Amanda 
Oliphant, and Elizabeth Spears. Approxi-
mately 34,000 Commended Scholars are 
recognized nationwide.  
 The College Board recently an-
nounced seniors who have been selected 
as National Hispanic Recognition Program 
Scholars. Nathan Schupp, Anna Shoopman 

and Daniel Young are among 5,000 stu-
dents nationally out of a qualifying pool 
of more than 200,000 students being hon-
ored in the NHRP. Scholars have achieved 
a minimum score on the PSAT qualifying 
test, have a GPA of 3.5 or higher, and have 
identified themselves as at least one-
quarter Hispanic/Latino. 
 The National Merit process started 
with more than 1.5 million juniors in 
22,000 high schools who took the Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit Qualifying Test in 
2010. The competition has been spon-
sored by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation since 1955.

DSHS Seniors Honored 

Kevin addamo Mary Godwin

 The Dripping Springs ISD Board of 
Trustees is working with the executive 
search arm of TASB (Texas Association 
of School Boards) to conduct a process 
to hire a new superintendent for Drip-
ping Springs ISD, following the retire-
ment of Dr. Mard Herrick at the end of 
the calendar year.
 Community involvement sessions 
were held Sept. 27-28 to develop a 
profile of characteristics and qualifica-
tions that stakeholders would like the 
Board to seek in a new superintendent. 
This information is being presented to 
trustees on Oct. 4. The deadline for ap-
plications is Nov. 1, and interviews will 
be scheduled in November.
 The tentative timeline includes a 
December Board vote to name a finalist 
for the position. 

Superintendent 
Search Progresses



Message from the Superintendent
Dr. Mard Herrick

 It’s hard to believe we are nearing 
the end of the first term of this school 
year. Things certainly move along quickly 
in Dripping Springs ISD!
 Our students, schools and the 
district frequently receive recognition and 
honors at many levels. That trend contin-
ues as Dripping Springs High School has 
received word of several seniors receiving 
honors from the National Merit Program 
and the College Board (see story, Page 1). 
In addition, the district again has earned 
excellent ratings for financial efficiency 
and accountability (see story, Page 4). I 
know these types of honors will continue 
to roll in to our district throughout the 
year. These recognitions don’t just hap-
pen. Students are put in a position to suc-
ceed thanks to the support and interest of 

parents, teachers and staff. As a district, 
we are strengthened by a supportive com-
munity and involved parents.
 I’d also like to share kudos with our 
students who took the initiative to ar-
range collections of items to help victims 
of the recent Central Texas fires. It is 
heartwarming to see young people reach 
out to help others who are experiencing 
difficult times.  We also had some staff 
members who mobilized quickly over 
Labor Day weekend to offer assistance to 
our community -- mainly Plant Operations 
and Transportation personnel. Dripping 
Springs Middle School was opened as an 
evacuation shelter for a short time. While 
only a handful of residents took advan-
tage of the opportunity, I know it was ap-
preciated as a safe haven. Thanks to our 

local firefighters for working hard to stop 
fires from entering Dripping Springs. 
 As I am sure you are aware, there 
are two propositions on the Nov. 8 gen-
eral election ballot related to Dripping 
Springs ISD. We have compiled informa-
tion to help our community understand 
what these propositions are and have 
shared these facts at several meetings and 
on the district website. Early voting runs 
from Oct. 24-Nov. 4 and Election Day is 
Nov. 8. Don’t forget to cast your ballot.
 Sincerely, 

 Mard A. Herrick, Ph.D.
 Superintendent of Schools 
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 Two golf tournaments benefitting 
Dripping Springs schools and students will 
be held this month.
 On Monday, Oct. 10, the 2011 Project 
Graduation  Golf Tournament will be held 
at Vaaler Creek Golf Club in Blanco. The 
cost of $90 covers 18 holes of golf (includ-
ing cart), lunch and exciting awards. Reg-
istration and lunch begin at 11:00 a.m., 
with tee-off set for 12:30 p.m.
 To pre-register for the event, go to 
http://www.DSHSProjectGraduation.com 
or e-mail jjwaldner@gmail.com.
 The Dripping Springs Educational 
Foundation will host its annual “School-
house Scramble” on Monday, Oct. 17, 
at Grey Rock Golf Club on Highway 45 in 
southwest Austin. 
 Registration starts at 11:30 a.m., and 
putting and chipping contests will be held 
from 11:30 a.m.- 12:45 p.m. A shotgun 
start is set for 1:00 p.m. The entry fee of  
$125 per player includes greens fee, cart, 
driving range, lunch and dinner.
 Team trophies will be presented 
for first, second, and third place, while 
individual trophies will be awarded for 
“longest drive” and “closest to the pin.”

Dripping Springs Elementary students rallied in support of fire victims and firefight-
ers, collecting cards, cookies and cash. Above, fifth-grade leaders Kaitlyn Baker, Madi-
son Berkholz, (parent in background), Hallie Woodard,  West Weichert and Skyler 
Wilson delivered cookies and cards to the fire station on Sportsplex Drive. Fire Chief 
Larry Marcum accepted the items, and assured students that the cookies and cards 
would be shared with other local firefighters including those in Bastrop. In addition, 
$606 was donated to the American Red Cross to assist victims.

 

Golf Tourneys Support 
DS Schools, StudentsStudents Collect Donations
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KDRP Honoring Classes of the Week
 Local radio station KDRP 
(103.1 FM) again will be recogniz-
ing classes from all five campuses 
in Dripping Springs ISD in the “Tiger 
Class of the Week” program.
 Each week, KDRP honors a 
DSISD classroom that has engaged in 
an innovative learning activity or has 
made a difference in the community 
– on the radio and on KDRP’s web-
site. A KDRP representative visits the 
classroom to present a certificate, 
record students saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and ask the teacher and 
students about their lessons and 
activities.

District Receives High 
Financial Ratings

 The Dripping Springs Independent 
School District received outstanding 
ratings on two recently released state 
financial rating reports. 
 DSISD again earned the highest 
rating of “Superior” on the Texas FIRST 
(Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas) 
report. The FIRST rating, which measures 
the quality of school districts’ financial 
management and reporting, is based 
on financial information from the 2009-
10 fiscal year. Dripping Springs ISD has 
received a Superior rating every year since 
the FIRST system’s inception. 
 DSISD received a perfect score on 
21 of 22 indicators that are considered in 
the rating determination. Criteria that are 
measured include: fund balance, tax col-
lections, results of annual audit, staffing 
ratios and investment earnings. 
A public hearing on the report will be held 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Board of 
Trustees meeting on Oct. 20, 2011.
 Dripping Springs ISD also scored 
high on the FAST (Financial Allocation 
Study for Texas) report released by the 
Texas Comptroller’s Office.  DSISD re-
ceived 4.5 stars out of a possible 5 stars 
on the report, which measures academic 
progress and financial efficiency. In cam-
pus ratings, Rooster Springs Elementary 
was included among a list of 313 schools 
included in the “Texas Honors Circle,” 
marking high achievement and low spend-
ing per student. The report also compared 
“fiscal peer districts”; in DSISD’s fiscal 
peer group of 41 districts, only five other 
districts received ratings as high. 
 “We are proud of the fact that 
not only are Dripping Springs students 
recognized for high achievement, but the 
district also hits the mark on the financial 
side,” said Superintenent Mard Herrick. 
“Traditionally, DSISD has operated as a 
lean district, which we continue to do dur-
ing very challenging financial times.”

 So far this year, four classes have been honored:
Dripping Springs Elementary:  Jennifer Weger’s fifth-grade class
Rooster Springs Elementary:  Kim Watterson’s kindergarten class
Walnut Springs Elementary:  Jennifer Franco and Karaleise Leifeste’s Pre-K classes
Dripping Springs Middle School:  Laura Bristow and Liz Armstrong’s Life Skills Class

 Dripping Springs High School stu-
dents turned in strong performances on 
college-entrance exams taken last spring, 
with average scores much higher than 
state and national averages.
 On the ACT, DSHS students re-
corded an average composite score of 
25.5, which is 22.6 percent higher than 
the Texas average (20.8) and 20.8 percent 
higher than the national standard (21.1). 
Dripping Springs students outperformed 
their peers in every subject area with the 
following averages: English-24.5, Math-
26.4, Reading-26.0, Science-24.5. The 
average score for DSHS students also has 
risen for the second consecutive year: 
Dripping Springs’ composite average was 
23.4 in 2009, 24.2 in 2010, and 25.5 in 
2011. In 2011, 117 out of 287 graduates – 
or 41 percent of seniors – took the ACT.
 The percentage of Dripping Springs 
High School seniors taking the ACT who 
were categorized as “College Ready” in 
all four academic areas (English, Algebra, 
Social Studies, Biology) was 59 percent, 
which was more than double Texas (24 
percent) and U.S. (25 percent) averages, 
and a significant increase over last year’s 
mark of 40 percent.
 Dripping Springs students enjoyed 
similar success on the SAT exam, post-
ing an average composite score of 1142 
(Math-578 and Critical Reading-564). 
That number was an impressive 26 points 
higher than the 2010 average of 1116, a 
trend that has occurred while state and 
national averages dropped. The DSHS av-
erage score was 14 percent higher when 
compared with state-level peers and 11 

percent higher than the national average. 
When combined with the newer Writing 
element score (536), the DSHS average 
score was 1678. The number of Drip-
ping Springs students taking the SAT rose 
as well; in 2011, 226 out of 287 seniors 
tested, or 79 percent. In 2010, 75 percent 
of seniors took the exam.

Scores Rise on College Entrance Exams
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September 
Board Briefs

 The September Board of Trustees 
monthly meeting and workshop were held 
Sept. 15, 2011. 
 A presentation was made by the 
Texas Association of School Boards execu-
tive search services regarding potential 
timelines and process for selecting a new 
superintendent. A contract was approved 
for TASB to move forward with conducting 
the search. 
 During the Finance Committee 
report, it was announced that DSISD again 
received a Superior rating on the Financial 
Integrity Rating System of Texas. Informa-
tion was provided on the progress of the 
annual financial audit, changes in Senate 
Bill 1 affecting taxation, and the nursing 
position at the middle school campus. 
 The Facilities Committee reported 
on a proposal for trash collection and 
recycling, and a water line easement. 
The committee also discussed asbestos 
remediation and the district facility use 
agreement.
 The Ad Hoc Policy Review Commit-
tee reported that several policies were 
reviewed and discussed, including those 
on academic achievement, grading, Board 
member elections, and advertising.
 Assistant Superintendent Greg Jung 
reported on the 2012 National Merit 
Semifinalists, the Duke Talent Identi-
fication Program, the performance of 
Dripping Springs High School seniors on 
college entrance exams, and recommend-
ed members for the District Concussion 
Oversight Team (which was approved).
 Superintendent Mard Herrick an-
nounced that meetings were scheduled 
to share factual information on the two 
DSISD ballot propositions for the Novem-
ber election and provided an update on 
district enrollment.
 In another action item, the Board 
approved nomination of Galen Dodson to 
the Hays County Appraisal District.
 The next meeting of the Board of 
Trustees will be Thursday, Oct. 20, with 
the workshop session at 5:00 p.m. and the 
evening session starting around 7:00 p.m.
 School Board members are John 
Adams (secretary), Alan Atwood, Liz Ing, 
Tim Kurpiewski (president), Caroline Pe-
karek (vice president), Shelly Reeves and 
Barbara Stroud.  

College & CAREER Fair A Big Hit!

Students Easton Bauer (left) and Evan Duvall receive information and visit with Ste-
phen F. Austin University representative Max Holmes at the annual DSHS College and 
Career Fair. This year, 74 colleges, universities, tech schools and military organizations 
were represented.

Exemplary Banners Delivered to Elementary Schools

Dripping Spring Elementary, Roost-
er Springs Elementary and Walnut 
Springs Elementary all received  
deliveries of their 2011 Exemplary 
banners from Superintendent 
Mard Herrick and assistant super-
intendents in September. Above, 
WSES Assistant Principal Kellie 
Raymond (left) and Principal Julie 
Pryor display their campus banner. 
At left, DSES teacher Faith Hight-
ower enjoys cake to celebrate the 
occasion.
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 Dripping Springs ISD is taking sev-
eral proactive steps to address the topics 
of bullying and its computer-age counter-
part, “cyberbullying.”  Many of these ac-
tions stem from recommendations made 
by the DSISD School Health Advisory 
Council (SHAC) in its 2011 annual report.
 DSISD recently added a new page 
to the district website (www.dsisd.txed.
net) to provide resources for parents and 
students on bullying, “cyberbullying,” and 
Internet safety.  
 “The SHAC felt strongly that stu-
dents and parents would benefit from 
having tools and ideas for dealing with 
bullying and cyberbullying readily avail-
able,” Assistant Superintendent Greg Jung 
explained.  “The Internet is an ever-
growing presence in the lives of students, 
and while it offers fantastic opportunities 
for educational enrichment, adults need 
to be aware of the dangers it can pose for 
young people.”  The web page provides 
an overview of the district’s policy and 
procedures in regard to bullying (including 
cyberbullying), and provides links to other 
organizations and resources for people 
who are dealing with these issues, or who 
want to learn more about Internet safety.
 Providing online information is only 
one part of the district’s plan to address 

these issues. Counselors at each campus 
also will conduct age-appropriate activi-
ties and provide resources to raise aware-
ness.  For example, Dripping Springs Mid-
dle School will hold its annual “Mix It Up 
at Lunch” day on Oct. 18, when students 
are encouraged to step outside their usual 
groups and eat lunch with someone new.  
This event kicks off a year-long exploration 
of social divisions as DSMS becomes a “No 
Place for Hate®” campus.
 The DSISD Bullying, Cyberbullying 
and Internet Safety webpage can be found 
at: http://www.dsisd.txed.net/index.
aspx?NID=2794.  To read the complete 
School Health Advisory Council report, 
visit the SHAC’s web page at: http://www.
dsisd.txed.net/index.aspx?nid=372. 
Related Note: An upcoming episode of 
ABC’s “20/20” will air a story on bullying, 
featuring the music of local youth band 
“Residual Kid,” whose lead guitarist Deven 
Ivy is an eighth-grade student at Dripping 
Springs Middle School. Written and per-
formed by middle-schoolers, the band’s 
original song “Can’t Take Me Away” was 
chosen because it fit the story so well.  All 
proceeds from the sale of “Can’t Take Me 
Away” on iTunes for a month after the 
episode, will be donated to the national 
campaign against bullying.

Website Provides Info on 
Bullying and Internet Safety

Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact District Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Tim Kurpiewski, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice pres.

John Adams, secretary
Alan Atwood

Liz Ing
Shelly Reeves

Barbara Stroud

Superintendent: 
Mard A. Herrick, Ph.D.

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PARENT BREAKFASTS

“Breakfast With Dad”

DSE: Oct. 25 (PK-2nd grades)
  Oct. 26 (3rd-5th grades)

WSE: Oct. 11 (PK, K, 2nd, 4th)
  Oct. 14 (1st, 3rd, 5th)

RSE: Oct. 5 (PK-2nd grades)
   Oct. 6 (3rd-5th grades)

“Muffins With Mom”

DSE: Oct. 18 (PK-2nd grades) 
  Oct. 19 (3rd-5th grades)

WSE:  Oct. 17 (PK, K, 2nd, 4th)
  Oct. 20 (1st, 3rd, 5th)

RSE:  Oct. 19 (PK-2nd grades)
  Oct. 20 (3rd-5th grades)

Reserve a spot by turning in forms 
at your child’s school!

Bounty Donation Aids Cleaning

Dripping Springs ISD recently received a donation of 13 palettes (nearly 5,000 rolls!) 
of Bounty paper towels as part of Bounty’s Make a Clean Difference campaign, which 
was developed to help provide America’s youth with clean learning environments. 
The folks at Bounty decided to send the product to Dripping Springs after learning of 
recent budget reductions that included fewer custodians district-wide, resulting in 
teachers lending a hand with routine classroom cleaning tasks.  The donation has an 
approximate retail value of $6,684. Above, Dripping Springs Middle School custodian 
C.D. Jackman and Science Teacher Karen Cole unload the product. 


