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IMPORTaNT DaTES
February 9 
“Meet and Greet” Reception with Dr. 
Gearing, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., Board 
Room, Administration Building

February 13 
Facility Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., 
Administration Building

February 14 
Finance Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., 
Administration Building 

February 16 
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Administration Building

February 17 
Interim Grade Report 

February 20 
Staff and Student Holiday

All-State Musicians Honored
 Three Dripping Springs High School 
students have achieved the highest honor 
available for Texas high school musicians 
– qualifying for the Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA) All-State Band or All-
State Choir.  Remarkably, this is the sec-
ond all-state honor for all three students.
 Senior William Pinteric (Bass 2) 
earned his second consecutive spot in the 
All-State Men’s Choir through a series of 
auditions that culminated with the Area 
auditions held in San Antonio in January.  
This is the first time that any DSHS choir 
student has achieved the all-state status 
twice.  DSHS senior Rachel Dunk (Alto 1) 
also qualified to audition at the Area level.
 Senior euphonium player Wil-
low Howard and junior clarinetist T.J. 
Peterman each are making their second 
appearance at All-State, having also quali-
fied in 2010.  Peterman earned all-state 
honors based on his first-chair placement 
among clarinets at Area auditions.  How-
ard also earned first-chair recognition as a 
euphonium player.
 Other DSHS band members audi-
tioning at the Area level included seniors 
Cody Alvarado, Jamison Brandenburg, 
Sarah Crowell, Mary Godwin, Elizabeth 
Spears and Danny Young, and juniors 
Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick and Abigail 
Plimpton.
 According to DSHS Fine Arts Depart-
ment Chair, Keith Lancaster, “Membership 
in a TMEA All-State performing group is 
an outstanding achievement attained by 
only a fraction students who begin the 
audition process each fall.  To make it to 

the top level more than once requires a 
remarkable level of sustained effort and 
sacrifice on the part of these students.  
We congratulate our All-State qualifiers on 
their success, and applaud the efforts of 
all of the Dripping Springs students who 
tried out.”
 All-state musical groups will perform 
for music educators, family members, 
and the public at the 2012 TMEA Con-
vention, held in San Antonio this month.  
Prior to their performances, the students 
will participate in two days of clinics and 
rehearsals with the some of the best high 
school musicians in the state.  On Satur-
day, Feb.11, the All-State 4A Symphonic 
Band concert will begin at 12:30 p.m. and 
the All-State Men’s Choir will perform at 
5:00 p.m.

William Pinteric, Willow Howard, T.J. 
Peterman

Meet and Greet Scheduled With 
New Superintendent Bruce Gearing
 On Feb. 9, 2012, a “Meet and 
Greet” reception will be held from 4:00-
6:00 p.m. to offer parents, staff and mem-
bers of the community an opportunity to 
visit with new superintendent Dr. Bruce 
Gearing. The event, which will be held in 
the Board Room at the DSISD Administra-
tion Building (510 W. Mercer St.), will be 

informal and guests may visit any time 
between 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
 Dr. Gearing was officially announced 
as DSISD’s superintendent on Jan. 5 and 
started in the district Feb. 2, 2012. He 
came to Dripping Springs from Marshall 
ISD, where he had been superintendent 
since 2009. 
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Q&A With the Superintendent
      Bruce Gearing, Ed.D. 

What factors interested you in the Super-
intendent’s position at DSISD?  
I was looking for a school district where I 
could feel confident putting my own chil-
dren. Dripping Springs ISD impressed me 
from the first time I entered the website. 
I became more impressed as I learned 
more about the students and staff in the 
district. I ultimately knew I had hit the 
jackpot when I visited all five campuses. 
This is an awesome district and I am 
humbled to be elected to lead it.
What are your goals as superintendent? 
My number one priority is student aca-
demic achievement. I believe that our 
responsibility is to maximize the potential 
of each individual in the system. This will 
happen through good management of 
finances, facilities, and personnel. I want 
Dripping Springs ISD to receive national 
recognition for student academic achieve-
ment. I want Dripping Springs ISD to be 
the best district in the nation.
I believe in the importance of the “whole 
child,” and I recognize the value of provid-
ing opportunities for our students to grow 
and develop in areas such as the fine arts 
and athletics.
We also have an immediate goal of 
preparing a budget that effeciently and 
effectively allocates very limited resources 
in a challenging financial climate.

Do you have any immediate plans for 
changes in the district? 
The only thing that is certain is change. 
However, there are many things I must 
learn about the district before any 
changes are made. We will never change 
for the sake of change, only if the change 
will make the district better.
What requirements/characteristics must 
a superintendent meet/possess? 
Superintendents in Texas are required 
to hold K-12 Superintendent Certifica-
tion through the State Board of Educa-
tor Certification or SBEC. Obtaining this 
certification requires 12 hours of course-
work through an accredited university. 
Many superintendents, myself included, 
are educators and started their careers 
as teachers, then principals. On a differ-
ent level, it takes a love of children and a 
commitment to public education to be a 
superintendent.
What is the best part of a superinten-
dent’s job? 
I get to work with dedicated teachers and 
administrators to maximize the potential 
of every student in the district. That is the 
ultimate privilege.
What are the drawbacks?  
It is sometimes lonely at the top. The 
superintendent has to make tough deci-
sions that affect the lives of people.  It’s 
not possible to keep all the people happy 
all the time.
What was high school like?
I was a diligent student who conformed 
for the most part. I worked hard, but had 

a tendency to challenge the status quo. 
I always believed that there had to be 
a better way to do most things. Some peo-
ple didn’t like that! I also was extremely 
busy. I attended a small high school and 
was involved in every activity that was of-
fered. I played cricket in the summer and 
rugby in the winter. I played in the bag-
pipe band for four years and continued 
in a military band while I was in college. I 
was involved in school plays and musicals. 
I ran the 400 Meters and 800 Meters. I 
was on the debate team. I was Head Boy 
in my senior year, which basically is like 
being the president of the student body.
What factors led to your decision to 
move to the U.S.?
I was born and raised in South Africa, then 
went to London where I taught and spent 
three years traveling all over Europe, 
having a good time. My wife is an occupa-
tional therapist and, in 1998,  they were 
recruiting in London trying to get thera-
pists over to the States because there 
was a shortage. We thought that might 
be a good opportunity to get a work visa, 
work for awhile, maybe stay a year, then 
we’d go home and start our real lives, buy 
a house and such. Well, here we are 15 
years later and I have four Texans in my 
house (children) ... and they don’t talk 
anything like me!
What are some of your hobbies?
Running, windsurfing, spending time with 
family.

  Physics Club Helps Judge Science Fair 
Students from the high 
school Physics Club 
helped judge Science 
Fair entries at the el-
ementary level.  At left, 
Jenna Thompson scores a 
project at Walnut Springs 
Elementary.

Budget planning for the 2012-13 
fiscal year has begun and will 
continue throughout the spring. 
DSISD is faced with an additional 
state funding reduction of ap-
proximately $3.1 million after 
losing $2.1 million  this year.  The 
Board will meet to discuss budget 
strategies on Feb. 8, then hold its 
first budget workshop on Feb. 16 
(6:00 p.m.). Community input on 
potential cost containment and 
revenue generation ideas again 
will be sought during the process.

Budget PLanning 
PROCeSS BeginS
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Board Briefs
 The January Board of Trustees 
monthly meeting and workshop were held 
Jan. 19, 2012. 
 Several activities honored Board 
members for their service in conjunction 
with School Board Recognition Month. 
Members of the Dripping Springs Middle 
School Student Council distributed tokens 
of thanks, as did the DSHS Student Coun-
cil, which was represented by President 
Erika Kabalan. Elementary students sent 
cards and posters, and a fifth-grader from 
Dripping Springs Elementary read a poem.  
Spouses of Board members also were 
recognized. 
 A $2,500 grant from the ATPE (Asso-
ciation of Texas Public Educators) Founda-
tion was presented to DSES teacher Lisa 
Stoll and Principal Mary Ellen Fernandez 
to be used for iPads.
 In Board action, an election for 
three seats on the DSISD Board of Trust-
ees was officially called for May 12, 2012. 
The Board also voted to not participate in 
any pending lawsuits against the state 
regarding school funding at this time. 
 During the workshop, Assistant 
Superintendent Dwane Shropshire shared 
information regarding budget history, cur-
rent status, and strategies as the district 
begins the 2012-13 budget development 
process. He reviewed the recent history of 
school funding through the last three leg-
islative sessions, the range of per-student 
funding across the state, history of DSISD’s 
fund balance, projections for the fund 
balance, expenditure reductions made in 
2011-12, possible expenditure reductions 
for 2012-13, and proposed budget strate-
gies. Budget information will be discussed 
at meetings on Feb. 8 and Feb. 16.
 The Finance Committee recom-
mended that repairs be approved for wa-
ter lines in the kitchen at Dripping Springs 
Elementary and that the district continue 
to negotiate with the City  of Dripping 
Springs regarding wastewater lines for 
DSES; both actions were approved.
 The Ad Hoc Policy Review Commit-
tee shared proposed revisions to three 
local policies as well as two policy updates 
from TASB.
 Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction Greg Jung 
introduced the proposed 2012-13 course 
guide for the high school and the list of 
dual-credit courses, both of which were 
approved.

He also introduced a revision to the 
school calendar for next year that was 
needed due to an additional state testing 
date.
 Interim Superintendent Mary Ward 
pointed out some items of interest to the 
Board, including the fact that the UIL will 
announce realignments Feb. 2, 2012.
 Superintendent Bruce Gearing at-
tended the meeting in preparation to step 
into his new role on Feb. 2.
 The next monthly Board meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 16 at 6:00 
p.m.
 The DSISD Board of Trustees 
consists of: Tim Kurpiewski (president), 
Caroline Pekarek (vice president), John 
Adams (secretary), Alan Atwood, Liz Ing, 
Shelly Reeves and Barbara Stroud. 

Thanks, School Board
At left, Barbara Stroud thanks Dripping 
Springs Elementary student McKayla 
Cothern for reading a poem she wrote 
in honor of School Board Recognition 
Month (with McKayla’s dad, Steve).

At right, Superintendent Dr. Bruce 
Gearing presents Trustee Shelly 
Reeves with a Certificate of Ap-
preciation.

A Student Council officer from Dripping 
Springs Middle School gives Board Secre-
tary John adams a token of thanks.

Feb. 6 is the first day that individu-
als wishing to run for the Dripping 
Springs ISD Board of Trustees may 
file to do so. Current terms of three 
Board members will conclude in May: 
Tim Kurpiewski, Caroline Pekarek, and 
John Adams; these seats will be deter-
mined in the May 12, 2012 election.

Candidates may file in person or by 
mail. The deadline to file is Mon-
day, March 5, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. For 
information regarding qualifications, 
election calendar and information on 
the School Board Candidate Academy, 
refer to the “Elections” webpage 
under “About DSISD” and “Board of 
Trustees.”

Filing Begins for 
Board Positions 
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 Two Dripping Springs High School 
student-athletes announced their com-
mitments to compete in their respective 
sports at the college level on Feb. 1. Cross 
country runner Dylan Johnson commit-
ted to Western State College of Colorado 
(Gunnison, Colo.) and soccer player Elliott 
Gray is headed to Howard Payne Univer-

sity (Brownwood). 
 Johnson is a four-year captain for 
the Tigers in cross country. At the district 
meet, he placed sixth this past fall after 
finishing 10th the previous year; he was 
13th at the regional level both years. Last 
spring he became a member of the DSHS 
track team, finishing fourth in the 800 
Meters at the district championships and 
helping the 4x400 Meter Relay team to a 
second-place regional finish and eighth-
place state finish.  He also was a national 
qualifier in the Xterra Trail South Central 
Championships with a time of 1:28 in the 
21K race. The son of Michael and Beth 
Johnson, Dylan has been coached by 
Marisa Maher in cross country and Bill 
Greene in track.
 Gray is in her fourth year as a mem-
ber of the Tiger varsity squad and her first 
year as captain. She spent three years as a 
defender and this year moved to forward. 
Last fall Elliott was named to the All-

District First Team. The daughter of Debbi 
and Paul Gray, she also plays select soccer 
with the Lone Stars Club, and has served 
as team captain for two years. Brian Or-
monde is the Tigers’ varsity soccer coach.

Dylan Johnson with parents Beth and 
Michael and brother James

Two Seniors Make College Commitments

Elliott Gray with parents Paul and Debbi 

 Dripping Springs High School juniors 
Anna Nelms and Mariah Simank have 
captured first place in the 2012 Lone Star 
Writing Contest, co-sponsored by the 
Interscholastic Press League Conference 
(UIL) and the Texas Press Association.
 For the contest, students submit-
ted feature articles they wrote that were 
published in a local newspaper. The girls 
co-wrote an article on last fall’s DSHS 
guest speaker, acclaimed runner Gilbert 
Tuhabonye. The story, which was pub-
lished in the Dripping Springs Century-
News, placed first among all large schools 
(4A and 5A) in Texas. The co-authors will 
split a $125 prize.
 Anna Nelms also won first place in 
this contest last year, based on an article 
she wrote about the Wild West Fest.

Students Win State 
Writing Contest

       anna Nelms              Mariah Simank

 Dripping Springs High School FFA (Future Farmers 
of America) members captured many honors in this 
year’s Hays County Livestock Expo. 
 Two DSHS seniors won scholarships. Lauren Bier-
schwale received the Sonny Hawkins Memorial Scholar-
ship, and she also was crowned Hays County Livestock 
Expo Queen. Daniel Hanson received the Fritz and Alice 
Anton Memorial Scholarship.
 Dripping Springs FFA had 60 students showing 190 
projects and 52 made the Hays County Sale with at least 
one item. Several earned either Grand Champion or 
Reserve Champion honors. 

   GRaND aND RESERVE CHaMPIONS
Grand Champion Market Goat: Lauren Bierschwale
Grand Champion Breeding Goat: Demi Tatsch
Reserve Grand Champion Breeding Goat: Clark Gravell
Goat Senior Showmanship: Daniel Hanson
Reserve Grand Champion Market Rabbit: Brennan Miller 
Grand Champion Senior Photography: Courtney Spillar
Reserve Grand Champion Intermediate Photography: Gray Smith
Reserve Grand Champion Heifer: Daniel Hanson
Grand Champion Duroc (market swine): Kristin Alba
Grand Champion Southdown (market lamb): Lauren Bierschwale
Reserve Grand Champion Southdown: Lauren Bierschwale
Reserve Grand Champion Finewool (market lamb): Kaitlyn Alba

DSHS Students Successful at 
Hays County Livestock Expo
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Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Six students have received invitations to attend 2012 Camp Enterprise sponsored by the Rotary Club of Austin.  A total of 

120 students from public and private schools across Central Texas were selected based on their applications and interviews. 
Representing DSHS will be Ellen Atwood, Chris Bounds, Connor Crawford, Kacie Hines, Brendan Kennedy and Jordan Perras. 
Qualities such as academic record, extracurricular involvement, summer activities and leadership were considered in the 
selection process. Camp Enterprise is a three-day annual event for high school juniors to experience the free enterprise system 
and to explore the world of business and entrepreneurism.  

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• On Feb. 16-17, the DSMS Theatre Arts Department will present “Aesop’s Fables” in the Cafeteria starting at 7:00 p.m. both 

nights. 
• School dances will be held Feb. 24. The sixth-grade dance will occur after school, between 4:30-6:00 p.m. The seventh-and 

eighth-grade dance will be held that evening from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Students are encouraged to wear school-appropriate masks 
to the dance. Concessions will be available. 

• The pre-UIL band concert will be held Tuesday, Feb. 28, at the DSHS Auditorium, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Dripping Springs Elementary:
• The DSE Talent Show will showcase students in music, dance and many other areas on Thursday and Friday, Feb. 9-10.
• Third-graders are embarking upon a service project targeting soldiers who are parents and will be stationed away from 

home. DSES students will earn extra money by doing some kind of chore at home or for a neighbor, and will set a goal of do-
nating a few dollars so that each third grade class will be able to purchase one recordable storybook (total of seven). These 
books will be given to families of soldiers soon to be deployed. The soldiers will record themselves reading the book for their 
children. 

• Fifth-Grade Leaders selected “Water to Thrive” as this year’s world-wide service project. The goal is to sponsor a clean water 
well in  Rural Africa. If DSES raises $5,000, a well will be built and have the school name on it. By the beginning of February, 
more than $1,500 had been raised.

Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Kindergarten teachers got in the spirit of things on “1/2 Way Day” – marking  the halfway point of the school year – by dress-

ing in business attire on the top and in pajamas on the bottom. The students came dressed in many different ways.  
• A food drive for Helping Hands Pantry is being held until Feb. 10, 2012.
• Students are making homeade Valentines for wounded veterans and bringing them to school the week of Feb. 6, 2012. Stu-

dents are asked to sign the cards and include a personal message of thanks. They will be taken to a local veterans hospital.

Walnut Springs Elementary:
• “PTA/Principal Coffees” are scheduled on Friday, Feb. 10, and Friday, Feb. 24, starting at 8:00 a.m. in Room 107.  
• The fourth-grade music program is scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 9.
• The Walnut Springs PTA will sponsor “Family Game Night” on Feb. 23 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

New Superintendent Bruce Gearing participated in 
“Coffee with DSISD,” where he visited with David Brod-
sky; Beth McConnell and another parent also chat.

STaaR TESTING Info Session
On Feb. 23, 2012, DSISD's 
District Assessment Coor-
dinator Christina Wiswell, 
Ed.D., will present an over-
view to parents about the 
new State of Texas Assess-

ments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) testing system, 
including an opportunity for questions and answers from 
attendees. The STAAR testing program for all grades will 
be discussed. The meeting will run from 6 to 7 p.m. in 
the Lecture Hall at the high school. For more information 
about STAAR testing, go to www.dsisd.txed.net/STAAR.

CoffEE With DSISD



Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact District Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Tim Kurpiewski, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president 

John Adams, secretary
Alan Atwood

Liz Ing
Shelly Reeves

Barbara Stroud

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D. 
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Tickets available for  purchase at  
Keller Williams, Gracy Title,  Print Plus or from any  

DS Education Foundation board member. 

Fourth-grade teacher Lisa 
Stoll is one of two teachers 
statewide to receive the 
2011-12 ATPE (Association 
of Texas Professional Educa-
tors) Foundation Technol-
ogy Grant for $2,500. at 
left, she and DSES Principal 
Mary Ellen Fernandez are 
presented with the check at 
the Jan. 19 Board meeting 
by ATPE Public Relations 
Director Larry Comer. The 
grant will be used toward 
the purchase of four addi-
tional iPads that are being 
used for the first time this 
year to enhance learning. 

DSES Receives ATPE Grant

 The creative work of 10 Dripping Springs ISD students will move 
on to the 2012 Texas PTA “Reflections” State Contest based on artistic 
merit, creativity, mastery of the medium, and interpretation of the 
theme. Each year the DSISD PTA Council hosts the Reflections pro-
gram for students to submit creative works of art in various catego-
ries that follow a theme; this year’s theme was “Diversity Means….” 
 The Texas PTA will choose a total of 24 entries to advance to the 
national level. State results will be posted on the Texas PTA website 
(txpta.org) on March 1, 2012.
 Students who have qualified for the state contest (with catego-
ry and title of entry) are:

Lizzie Beggs Dripping Springs Middle School 
 Literature  “Food Pallet”

Caroline Cameron Rooster Springs Elementary 
 Visual Arts  “Differences”

Elizabeth Cox Walnut Springs Elementary 
 Visual Arts  “The Nature Picture with Color”

Siena Donatiello Dripping Springs Elementary 
 Dance Choreography “We Can Change the World”

Keira Greer Dripping Springs Middle School 
 Visual Arts  “Celebrate Diversity”

Caroline Kiehnau Walnut Springs Elementary 
 Literature  “Dog Diversity”

Kora Meyers Dripping Springs Elementary 
 Photography  “Live Sweetly”

Natasha Newton Dripping Springs Elementary 
 Photography  “Painted Rocks & Not Painted Rocks”

Nathan Vaughn Dripping Springs Middle School 
 Photography  “We the People”

Drew Wilson Rooster Springs Elementary 
 Musical Composition “Everybody is Different!”

State “Reflections” Qualifiers Announced

Casino Night proceeds support the Dripping Springs Educa-
tion Foundation annual giving campaign. Funds raised and 
awarded by the foundation stay in the community to support 
innovative teaching grants, classroom programs and student 
academic achievement in Dripping Springs ISD. For addi-
tional information or to make a donation, please visit: www.
dseducationfoundation.org.


