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IMPORTaNT DaTES

December 6
GT Kindergarten Parent Meeting, 6:30 
p.m., DSHS Lecture Hall

December 12-15
Final Exam and Prep Days

December 15
Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
(workshop) and 7:00 p.m. (regular ses-
sion), Board Room, Administration Building

December 16
Nine-week Grade Report

December 19-30
Holidays

January 2
Student Holiday/Staff Workday

SILVER AT STATE!
 The Tiger Band was awarded the 
Silver Medal for its second-place finish at 
the UIL 4A State Marching Contest Nov. 8 
at the Alamodome in San Antonio. A total 
of 24 bands from across the state compet-
ed in the preliminary competition, with 10 
advancing to finals. The Tiger Band’s show 
was based on the Ray Bradbury novel 
“Fahrenheit 451” complete with firemen, 
gigantic books and a flame-shooting in-
cinerator – all set to the music of Russian 
composer Dimitri Shostakovich.
 The competition was won by Cedar 
Park High School, which is from the same 
district as DSHS. Four of the 10 finalists 

were from District 25, including fifth-place 
Lake Travis High School and ninth-place 
Vandegrift High School. In the finals, Drip-
ping Springs received a composite score 
of 11 from the judges, just three points 
out of first place (low score wins).
 “I am really proud of how the 
students performed at the state contest,” 
said Dripping Springs Band Director Keith 
Lancaster. “The prelims and finals per-
formances were very exciting. I truly feel 
each and every student delivered his best, 
and that is all we can ask them to do.”
 DSHS was the 4A state champion in 
2009, the most recent competition.

The state trophy is ac-
cepted by drum ma-
jors and Color Guard 
officers (left to right): 
Kaylee Pickwell, Mary 
Godwin, Sarah John-
son, Jamison Bran-
denburg, Megan Hill, 
and T.J. Peterman.

Mary Ward to Serve in Interim Role 
 As the Dripping Springs ISD Board 
of Trustees continues the process to 
interview and hire a new superintendent, 
former superintendent Mary Ward is 
serving in that role on an interim basis. 
Ms. Ward was DSISD’s superintendent 
from 2000-06; she is not a candidate for 
the position. During her tenure, DSISD 
improved its financial stability, passed and 
implemented the bond program that built 
Rooster Springs Elementary and expanded 
Walnut Springs Elementary, and planned 
for the 2006 bond program.  
 Ms. Ward brings 34 years of experi-
ence in education to DSISD. She also has 
served as superintendent of Ingram ISD 
(1990-2000), as an educational specialist 
at the Texas Education Agency, and as a 
curriculum director, assistant principal and 

teacher.
 “It is great to 
come back to see 
the progress that 
has been made 
both in the school 
district and the 
community over 
the last few years,” 
said Ms. Ward. 
“The expectation of 
excellence is alive 
and well in Dripping Springs.” 
 The Board hopes to name a lone 
finalist for superintendent in December. 
The start date for the new superintendent 
will be determined based on that individ-
ual’s current position and availability, but 
is expected to be in early 2012.
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DSISD Named to 
AP Honor Roll 

 The Dripping Springs Independent 
School District is one of 367 public school 
districts in the nation to be honored by 
the College Board with a place on its 
second annual “AP (Advanced Placement) 
Honor Roll.” This honor is based on in-
creasing the number of students partici-
pating in AP courses while maintaining 
or improving the percentage of students 
who score 3 or higher on AP exams. The 
majority of U.S. colleges and universities 
grant college credit or advanced place-
ment for a score of 3 or higher. 
 Dripping Springs ISD is one of only 
seven school districts in Texas and the 
only district in the Austin area to be rec-
ognized on the AP Honor Roll. DSISD is the 
only school district in the state of Texas to 
receive this award both years it has been 
presented. 
 According to the College Board’s 
data, Dripping Springs High School in-
creased the number of students partici-
pating in AP from 250 to 340 between 
2009 and 2011, while maintaining the 
percentage of students earning AP exam 
scores of 3 or higher at 77 percent. 
  This recognition is one of several 
received by Dripping Springs ISD and Drip-
ping Springs High School in the past year. 
DSHS received a 2010 College Readiness 
Award from the Texas ACT Council, has 
been included in lists of top high schools 
by Newsweek magazine and the Wash-
ington Post, and was named one of the 
top high schools in Central Texas by the 
organization Children at Risk.

Message from 
Interim Superintendent Mary Ward

Mixed Results on DSISD Propositions
 According to official results from 
Hays County, one of the DSISD proposi-
tions on the ballot in the Nov. 8 election 
was approved by voters and the other 
proposition was defeated. 
 The first proposition – a refunding 
of Maintenance Tax Obligations supported 
by the General Fund with bonds pay-
able from the Debt Service Fund – was 
approved by voters. The result was 1,420 
votes (53.28%) in favor of the measure 
and 1,245 votes (46.72%) against it. 
The payments on the existing Mainte-
nance Tax Obligations are approximately 
$400,000 per year from the General Fund; 
these payments will be moved from the 
General Fund to the Debt Service Fund 
and refinanced at current market interest 
rates. The tax rate will not change as a 
result of this refunding. 

 Voters rejected the second proposi-
tion – a “Tax Ratification Election” (TRE) 
– for an increase in the Maintenance and 
Operations (M&O) portion of the tax rate 
from $1.04 to $1.17 per $100 value. A 
total of 1,977 votes (74.02%) were cast 
against the proposition compared to 694 
votes (25.98%) in favor of it. 
 As a result of the election, the 2011 
property tax rate for Dripping Springs ISD 
residents per $100 of certified property 
value remains at $1.04 for Maintenance 
and Operations and $0.45 for Debt Service 
for a total of $1.49.
 Property tax statements that 
include the tax levied for DSISD were 
mailed by Hays County Nov. 28-29. The 
school district portion was not included 
in statements originally mailed in October 
because of the pending propositions. 

 It is my honor and pleasure to 
return to Dripping Springs to serve the 
school district and community as the 
Interim Superintendent while the Board 
of Trustees continues the search for a new 
superintendent.   
 During my retirement and since I 
have returned to the district, I have seen 
ample evidence of the continued pursuit 
of excellence in Dripping Springs ISD.  
That evidence includes (but is not limited 
to) state accountability ratings of Exem-
plary and Recognized for campuses and 
the district, multiple Gold Performance 
Acknowledgments from the state,  all 
campuses meeting federal accountability 
standards, and high financial ratings in 
both the Financial Integrity Rating System 
(FIRST), and the State Comptroller’s ef-
ficiency report (Financial Allocation Study 
for Texas).  
 However, these honors are second-
ary to the performances of our students 
earning significant recognition at area, 
state and national levels – being named 
to the Advanced Placement Honor Roll by 
the College Board, the Tiger band’s Silver 
Medal performance at the UIL state com-
petition, the Tiger football team advanc-
ing further in playoffs than ever before, 
DSMS Robotics qualifying for regional 
competition … the list goes on and on.  I 
invite parents and community members 
to attend the many student performances 
in academics, music, theater, visual arts, 
and athletics during the winter season to 
personally enjoy the fruit of the district’s 
energy and financial investment in stu-
dents.  One such product of our outstand-
ing students is the Senior “Details Project” 
currently on display in the high school 
library.  
 I become emotional when consider-
ing that the accomplishments of Drip-
ping Springs schools and students are 
the envy of many school districts, school 
employees and communities across the 
state of Texas. Success is the result of the 
combined efforts of a dedicated staff at 
all levels, high expectations of staff and 
parents, and a supportive community that 
takes pride in its schools and students. 
 This week I have had the pleasure 
of visiting facilities that were in the early 
planning stages when I left the district. 
These facilities are outstanding, bar none, 

and are the envy of most.  This com-
munity received exceptional value for 
the financial investment that was made.  
Our facilities provide an environment for 
teaching, learning, creativity and perfor-
mance that will move our students to 
higher and higher levels.  
 I know that there are many chal-
lenges facing this district and community.  
The issues of limited financial resources 
in the face of continued growth, growing 
needs and demands of students and par-
ents, changing state and federal perfor-
mance requirements, and/or conflict due 
to differing priorities are challenging for 
everyone.  We also faced many challenges 
during my tenure as superintendent, and 
I believe as a district we fared well. It 
has been my personal and professional 
experience that whether it is “mold” or 
“money,” this community pulls together 
to support the education of its children. 
That is one of the qualities that defines 
Dripping Springs and makes it a very spe-
cial place to live … a pattern that I know 
will continue in the future. 
 Thanks for inviting me to once again 
be a part of DSISD! 
 Sincerely,

 Mary Ward
 Interim Superintendent
 Dripping Springs ISD
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DSMS Robotics COMPETE AT REGIONALS

Seniors Sign Letters of Intent
 In a ceremony on Nov. 9, three 
Dripping Springs High School student-
athletes signed national letters of intent 
to compete in their respective sports at 
the university level. Baseball player Dillon 
Bowers committed to the Air Force Acade-
my, girls’ basketball player Kelsey Espinosa 
is headed to Mars Hill College (NC), and 
swimmer Timothy Wylie signed with the 
University of Tennessee, respectively. 
Additional information about the playing 
careers of these student-athletes follows. 
Dillon Bowers              Baseball

air Force academy
 Baseball player Dillon Bowers will 
be a fourth-year starter this spring. As a 
sophomore pitcher he went 4-0, including 
a no-hitter to give the Tigers their 15th 
straight playoff berth in 2010. Dillon was 
selected to the All-District Second Team 
as both a sophomore and junior. The son 
of Gary and Belinda Bowers, Dillon is ex-
pected to be the ace of the Tiger staff this 
spring. Dillon is coached by Chris Payne.
Kelsey Espinosa               Girls’ Basketball 

Mars Hill College (NC)
 Kelsey Espinosa is in her third year 
as a starter for the Tiger girls’ basketball 
team. The two-year letterwinner aver-
aged 11 points and 9 rebounds per game 
last year after averaging 7 of each as a 
sophomore. She earned a spot on the 
All-District First Team in 2011 and was 
Co-Most Valuable Player for the Tigers. 
In addition being named 2010 District 
Newcomer of the Year, Espinosa earned 
two team awards as a sophomore – the 
Cassell Puryear Rebounding Award and 
the Fighting Heart Award. She plans to 
pursue a degree in Athletic Training. She is 

the daughter of Brian and Kelly Espinosa, 
both of whom were varsity athletes at the 
University of Texas (football and track).      
Kelsey is coached by Scott Masch.
Timothy Wylie           Swimming 
  University of Tennessee
 Swimmer Timothy Wylie has quali-
fied for the UIL State Meet every year of 
high school. He earned medals in two 
events as both a sophomore and junior, 
earning both Gold (2010) and Bronze in 
the 100-Yard Backstroke and capturing 
bronze in the 100-Yard Freestyle both 
years. His 2010 title in the 100-Yard Back-
stroke was the first 4A state swimming 

title for the DSHS swim program. Timothy 
has been recognized as an All-American 
by the National Interscholastic Swim 
Coaches Association for the past two 
years, and has been named to the Texas 
Interscholastic Swim Coaches Association 
all-state and all-region teams for three 
years. He is the only DSISD athlete to at-
tain All-America status multiple years in 
any sport. A nationally ranked swimmer 
and two-time USA Swimming Scholastic 
All-American, he is close to obtaining U.S. 
Olympic Trial times in multiple events. He 
is the son of Mike and Kimberly Wylie. An-
drea McCarthy is the Tigers’ swim coach.

Left to Right: Athletic Director Howard Ballard, Baseball Coach Chris Payne, Dillon 
Bowers, Timothy Wylie, Swim Coach andrea McCarthy, Kelsey Espinosa, Basketball 
Coach Scott Masch. 

 The new Dripping Springs Middle 
School “BEST” robotics team traveled to 
Dallas recently for the Texas BEST Regional 
Robotics Competition. The regional meet 
brought together 56 champion teams 
from hubs in Texas and New Mexico. 
BEST (Boosting Engineering, Science, 
Technology) Robotics organizes robotics 
competitions that introduce middle- and 
high-school students to engineering, 
problem-solving and teamwork similar to 
what they would find in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
careers.
 At the competition, teams were 
given challenges involving types of “bugs” 
that needed to be captured or relocated. 
In its first-ever regional showing, DSMS 
placed 28th overall (includes marketing, 
presentation, journal, teamwork) and 
43rd in the robotics part of the competi-

tion. Only four of the 56 teams were mid-
dle-school groups; the rest represented 
high schools. The squad qualified for the 
meet based on its overall first-place finish 
at the Bobcat Hub competition in October. 
 A team from Dripping Springs High 
School  also competed in the BEST hub 
meet, while a second middle school team 
competed in the FIRST Lego League (FLL) 

tournament. The movement to establish a 
robotics program at DSISD has gained mo-
mentum thanks to a high level of student 
interest and parent support. There has 
been interest in expanding robotics clubs 
to the elementary campuses.
 The DSMS Robotics Club also is 
involved in community outreach activities. 
For instance, a January demonstration 
is being planned at the Dripping Springs 
Community Library and the team plans 
to appear at an upcoming school board 
meeting. The team also has demonstrated  
its skills during lunch periods at DSMS and 
earlier this fall held a school-wide contest 
to name the robot used in competition. 
 The DSMS Robotics Team plans to 
attend one event in the spring – the “Box-
Bot” meet in Pflugerville. 
 Staff sponsors are Dana Norman at 
the middle school and Jad Jadeja at DSHS.
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November 
Board Briefs

 The November Board of Trustees 
monthly meeting and workshop were held 
Nov. 17, 2011. 
 Resolutions canvassing the returns 
and declaring the results of the refunding 
bond election and the tax ratification elec-
tion on Nov. 8 were adopted.
 Mike O’Brien, a partner with the 
firm Padgett Stratemann, presented a 
report on the audit of the 2010-11 fis-
cal year. The district received an overall 
unqualified opinion (which indicates no 
negative findings), as well as unqualified 
opinions in the two major sections:  finan-
cial statements and federal awards.
 A construction update was pro-
vided by Assistant Superintendent Dwane 
Shropshire. The high school project is 
nearing completion; some pending items 
include finishing warranty work and a 
driveway near the ag building. The district 
is working with the city on providing 
wastewater service to Dripping Springs 
Elementary. 
 During the “Recognitions” part of 
the meeting, the district and DSHS were 
honored for earning a spot on the AP 
Honor Roll, as presented by the College 
Board. AP teachers Mike Moffitt and Jerri 
Ybarra were recognized for large increases 
in participation among their classes.  In 
addition, high school parent Jennifer 
Timm was honored as the 2011 Texas 
Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Region XIII Parent of the Year.
 Assistant Superintendent Greg Jung 
summarized 2011 Gold Performance Ac-
knowledgments, as well as how this year’s 
results compared to previous years. He 
explained that this is the last year these 
acknowledgments will be recognized by 
the state, and a new accountability system 
will be implemented.
 Mr. Jung introduced the district cal-
endar for 2012-13 that was recommended 
by the District-Wide Education Improve-
ment Committee (DWEIC); it was later 
approved. Planning dates for the 2013-14 
calendar also were approved.
 Director of Intervention and Aca-
demic Support Jack Modgling summarized 
the program review of Special Education 
services.  The review, which is available in 
its entirety on-line, was accepted by the 
Board.

Message from the Board
By Board President Tim Kurpiewski

   Thank you to all who voted in the 
Nov. 8 election.  Proposition 1 passed 
and the shifting of the mold notes to the 
debt side is expected to realize a savings 
of approximately $400,000 per year in 
our operating budget.  Proposition 2 
to raise property taxes did not pass so 
our tax rate will remain the same.  We 
thank all who took the time to go the 
polls and exercise their right to vote.
 The Administration and School 
Board will soon begin the work of 
formulating the 2012-2013 budget.  We 
will solicit and welcome meaningful 
input from our staff and from commu-
nity members on how to most effectively 
stretch our limited resources.  We are all 
committed to minimizing the impact of 
budget cuts on the classroom.   
 On Nov. 8, 2011, the Board 
reviewed a very strong pool of appli-
cants for the position of DSISD Super-
intendent and voted to interview eight 
applicants out of a pool of more than 
80 qualified professionals.  The Board 

conducted initial interviews with those 
eight individuals before Thanksgiving 
and just completed follow-up inter-
views. We hope to announce the lone 
finalist for the position in December. 
 The Board’s goal is to have a new 
Superintendent in place in early 2012, 
but filling the gap until that individual 
arrives is former superintendent Mary 
Ward, who retired in 2006. We ap-
preciate her willingness to step in and 
provide leadership on an interim basis.
 We look forward to the new Su-
perintendent joining DSISD, becoming 
familiar with the District, and leading 
us in the budget process. The Board is 
committed to working as a Board/Su-
perintendent team to continue to deliver 
an outstanding education to our 4,500 
students.  
 Thank you all for your involve-
ment and interest in our district. 
 Sincerely,
 Tim Kurpiewski, President   
 DSISD Board of Trustees

Parents Lawrence and Allison Chapman enjoy turkey lunch with daughter Scarlet 
at Dripping Springs Elementary.

Gobble Day Feasts are a Hit



ElEmEntary UIl acadEmIc mEEt rEsUlts
 Dripping Springs Elementary was 
the site of the 2011 UIL Academic District 
Meet for DSISD elementary students who 
had qualified. Twenty events were held 
for second- through fifth-graders. 
 Results are as follows:

art-4th Grade
1st Place: Ginger Hudson, RSES
2nd Place:   Robbie Lopez, RSES
3rd Place:   Kate Darsey, DSES
4th Place:   Molly Buhaenko, RSES

art-5th Grade
1st Place:   Camryn Horst, RSES
2nd Place:   Colby Aquilar, DSES
3rd Place:   Lauren Hallberg, RSES
4th Place:   Samantha Foster, RSES
5th Place:   Elizabeth Garza, DSES

Creative Writing-2nd Grade
1st Place:   Kalea Caldwell, DSES
2nd Place:   Ramsey Hutton, WSES
3rd Place:   Brendon Burt, RSES
4th Place:   Caroline Manning, RSES
5th Place:   Rylie Wells, WSES
6th Place:   Brandon Cave, DSES

Ready Writing-3rd Grade
1st Place:   Coleman Chapman, DSES
2nd Place:   Drew Wilson, RSES
3rd Place:   Shelby Johnson, WSES
4th Place:   Caroline Gamble, WSES
5th Place:   Gesena Mitchhart, DSES
6th Place:   Anthony Erlandson, DSES

Ready Writing-4th Grade
1st Place:   Draven Stamper, RSES
2nd Place:   Ella Edwards, WSES
3rd Place:   Alexis Lopez, RSES
4th Place:  Jessica Heintz, WSES
5th Place:  Katie Haberman, DSES
6th Place:  Trinity Wade, WSES

Ready Writing-5th Grade
1st Place:  Taylor Hays, WSES
2nd Place:  Madison Berkholz, DSES
3rd Place:  Bailey Phillips, WSES
4th Place:  McKayla Cothern, DSES
5th Place:  Vasi Bjeletich, RSES
6th Place:  Jill Sedlemeyer, WSES

Spelling-3rd Grade
1st Place:   Delaney Piantanida, RSES
2nd Place:   Anthony Erlandson, DSES
3rd Place:   Blake Smith, DSES
4th Place:   Stanton Stiernberg, RSES
5th Place:   Helena Bjeletich, RSES
6th Place:   Kaylin Whitaker, DSES

Spelling-4th Grade
1st Place:   Allie Haberman, DSES
2nd Place:   Chloe Aguilar, RSES
3rd Place:   Ryan Harber, DSES
4th Place:   Thomas Cowsar, DSES
5th Place:   Ryleigh Needham, WSES
6th Place:   Rigley Willis, RSES

Spelling-5th Grade
1st Place Tie:  Ria Kumar, RSES, and  
                          Ken Gossett, DSES
3rd Place:   Aubrie Caldwell DSES
4th Place:   John Babiak DSES
5th Place:   Julia Graham RSES
6th Place:   Kassandra Sawin RSES

Number Sense-4th Grade
1st Place:   Raj Kumar, RSES
2nd Place:   Alex Yount, WSES
3rd Place:   Draven Stamper, RSES
4th Place:   Kyler Meyers, DSES
5th Place:   Jack Rodrigue, WSES
6th Place:   Isabella Igharo, DSES

Number Sense-5th Grade
1st Place:   Christian Pundt, DSES
2nd Place:   Catherine Manning, RSES
3rd Place:   Nicholas Pannes, DSES
4th Place:   Vasi Bjeletich, RSES
5th Place:   John Nolen, DSES
6th Place:   Jill Sedlmeyer, WSES

Music Memory-3rd Grade
1st Place:   Sofia Albini, DSES
2nd Place:   Hope Erlandson, DSES
3rd Place:   Chay Sheffield, RSES
4th Place:   Ella Johnson, RSES
5th Place:   Gesena Mitchhart, DSES
6th Place:   Ryan Kimball, RSES

Music Memory-4th Grade
1st Place:   Celeste Douglas, DSES
2nd Place:   Carl Birchfield, RSES

3rd Place:   Carson Darling, RSES
4th Place:   Amy Maxwell, DSES
5th Place:   Greg Flores, RSES

Music Memory-5th Grade
1st Place:   Erika Gossett, DSES
2nd Place:   Alexis Haydt, RSES
3rd Place:   Reid Lohman, DSES
4th Place:   Lettie Hastings, RSES
5th Place:   Alyssa Caldwell, DSES

Storytelling-2nd Grade
1st Place:   Maddy Foster, RSES
2nd Place:   Ariana Flores, RSES
3rd Place:   Keely Reese, RSES
4th Place:   Haydon Dunn, DSES
5th Place:   Kylie Baker, DSES
6th Place:   Kellen Vickery, WSES

Storytelling-3rd Grade
1st Place:   Drew Wilson, RSES
2nd Place:   Jonah Frisby, RSES
3rd Place:   Ty Fuston, RSES
4th Place:   Genevieve Traynor, DSES
5th Place:   Alex Goodson, WSES
6th Place:   Jadon Putman, DSES

Oral Reading-4th Grade
1st Place:   Claire Sahs, DSES
2nd Place:   Trinity Wade, WSES
3rd Place:   Kylar Raymond, WSES
4th Place:   Brook Rummel, DSES
5th Place:   Jenna Krenek, WSES
6th Place:   Tessa Stigler, RSES

Oral Reading-5th Grade
1st Place:   Kaitlyn Baker, DSES
2nd Place:   Sterling Silliman, WSES
3rd Place:   Molly McGregor, RSES
4th Place:   Madeline McGraw, RSES
5th Place:   Connor Adcox, DSES
6th Place:   Josie Murillo, RSES

Maps, Graphs, and Charts-5th Grade
1st Place:   Sean Kelly, RSES
2nd Place:   Emily Kotrola, DSES
3rd Place:   Hayes West, RSES

Dictionary Skills-5th Grade
1st Place:   Skyler Wilson, DSES
2nd Place:   West Weichert, DSES
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Acclaimed Author Visits Elementary Campuses
Children’s author David Schwartz visited all three elementary 
campuses the week of Nov. 27, 2011.  Schwartz, a Cornell-edu-
cated former elementary school teacher, is the author of more 
than 50 non-fiction books that focus on math and science topics.  
His first book, “How Much is a Million?” – published in 1985 
– helped young students wrap their minds around a really big 
number.  His most recent book, “Where Else in the Wild … More 
Camouflaged Creatures Concealed and Revealed” – published 
in 2009 – combines poetry and photography to teach about 
adaptive coloration in the wild.  At each campus, he gave several 
presentations, speaking to various age groups separately. Mr. 
Schwartz spoke about how math ties in with everyday life, the 
importance of research, how he gets ideas for books, and more. 
At left, he talks about measurement with second- and third-
graders at Dripping Springs Elementary.
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 DSISD’s counselors have put to-
gether a slate of informational programs 
for parents for the 2011–12 school year.  
The counseling team and various guest 
presenters are offering information on a 
variety of topics. 
 The remaining programs are:

Jan. 23  
“Preparing for College and How to Pay for 
It” presented by counselors and a college 
financial aid representative 

Feb. 23
“STAAR Test Questions and Answers” by 
District Asessment Coordinator Christina 
Wiswell

Feb. 27  
“Drug Awareness” presented by Hays 
County Sheriff’s Office

March 8 
“Cyberbullying and Cyberspace Safety” 
presented by the Texas School Safety 
Center

April 30 
“Sharpen Your Parenting Skills” presented 
by Dr. Paula Stiernberg

May 21  
“Summer Plans,” a DSISD Community 
Education Fair
 The April 30 meeting will be held at 
Rooster Springs Elementary in the cafete-
ria. All other meetings will be in the Lec-
ture Hall at Dripping Springs High School. 
All programs will begin at 6:00 p.m.
 Three programs – “Help Your Child 
Succeed in School/How to Use Family Ac-
cess,” “How to Catch a Rising STAAR” and 
“Bullying and Harassment Prevention” 
– were held earlier this year and well-
attended by parents.

DS Counselors 
Offer Programs 

for Parents

Seeing Double .. A Lesson in Detail

Website Offers Information on STAAR Tests

 As a result of action taken by the 
81st Texas Legislature, the Texas Education 
Agency has developed the “State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness,” or 
STAAR, to replace TAKS tests and provide 
the foundation for a new accountability 
system for Texas public education.  
 The STAAR is designed to more 

thoroughly assess the content of a course, 
including both concepts taught in previ-
ous grade levels and readiness for the 
next instructional level.  The STAAR pro-
gram at Grades 3-8 will assess the same 
subjects and grades previously assessed 
on TAKS.  At the high school level, grade-
specific assessments will be replaced with 
12 end-of-course (EOC) tests.  STAAR EOCs 
will begin with the 2011-12 ninth-grade 
class. This year’s 10th- and 11th-grade 
students will continue to take the TAKS. 
 A new page, “STAAR Testing” has 
been added to the district website to give 

parents an overview of what to expect 
from the new state-mandated testing 
system. The new page can be found under 
“Students/Parents,”  as well as under 
“Academics.”
 Topics addressed include implemen-
tation timelines, general STAAR informa-
tion, Texas Education Agency Resources, 
and test format and accommodations. 
 On Feb. 23, 2012, a parent infor-
mation session on the state assessment 
program will be led by District Assessment 
Coordinator Christina Wiswell at the DSHS 
Lecture Hall at 6:00 p.m.

A unique challenge for AP Eng-
lish students at DSHS is cur-
rently on display in the library. 
The annual “Details Project” 
requires the student to read a 
picture or photo the way one 
would read a book.  Each stu-
dent is to focus on the details 
of the story that create tone, 
mood – the “story” of the 
persona depicted. The student 
then places himself/herself 
in the picture as the subject, 
and in an effort to replicate 
it, gets to know the subject. 
If the photos were historical, 
the student discusses that 
aspect in the presentation of 
the project; otherwise, there 
is an accompanying question-
naire to help the student 
identify finer points for class 
discussion. The objective is 
to get students to read media 
with the same critical eye one 
would use to read a poem or 
a novel. Pictured at left are 
three examples of superb 
photo recreations produced 
by students. At top is “Vogue” 
by Holly Cantelupo. The center 
photo, “Portrait of a Russian 
Boy,” was done by Jacob Uibel. 
At bottom is “Just Now in 
Opposite” by Casey Margules.  
According to Holly, ““I liked 
the details project, because 
I got to dress up like Taylor 
Swift.  It was a fun project, 
and I liked doing my hair and 
make-up differently in order to 
match hers.  Trying to copy the 
look in her eyes was a chal-
lenge, which made the project 
so interesting to me.”



Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact District Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).
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DSHS Students Honored at Capitol
 Dripping Springs High School stu-
dents who captured the top three places 
in the annual Veterans Day Essay Contest 
sponsored by the Travis County Veterans 
Day Parade Committee were honored 
at the Capitol on Nov. 11.  Junior Megan 
Shaver, who won the high school contest, 
read her essay on “What Veterans Day 
Means to Me” during the ceremony, while 
she, along with second-place finisher 
Elizabeth Waltz and third-place winner 
Sophia Schroeder, were presented with 
savings bonds.
 This marks the third consecutive 
year that a Dripping Springs High School 
student has won the Veterans Day Essay 
Contest. Last year, Lindsey Greenman 
was the local winner, and Elizabeth Waltz 
placed first as a freshman in 2009.

KDRP Classes of the Week
Congratulations to November/December KDRP Classes of the Week:
Walnut Springs Elementary:  Adam Wilder’s Kindergarten Class
Dripping Springs Middle School:  Sherene Mayner’s Design Technology Class
Dripping Springs High School:  Ginny Lindzey’s Latin I Class
Rooster Springs Elementary:  Ronna Cruz’s Third-Grade Class
Dripping Springs Elementary:  Debra Mercer’s Kindergarten Class
Walnut Springs Elementary:  Laura Crawford’s First-Grade Class
Dripping Springs Middle School:  Karol Holden’s Pre-AP Eighth-Grade American 
 History

 Several musical groups from the 
middle and high schools will be perform-
ing holiday concerts in early December. 
 All events on the following schedule 
will be held at the Dripping Springs High 
School auditorium. Concerts are free and 
open to the public.
Dec. 5: DSMS 7th/8th Grade Band Concert, 
6:30 p.m.
Dec. 6: DSHS Band Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 7: DSMS Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 8: DSHS Choir Concert, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 11: DSHS Jazz Orchestra and Jazz Cats, 
3:00 p.m. 
 The middle school choir also will par-
ticipate in “Christmas on Mercer Street” 
during the community holiday tree lighting 
ceremony on Dec. 3. The group is sched-
uled to sing from 6:15 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
 The DSMS choir and the DSHS choir 
will team up for a tour of performances 
at local venues on Dec. 9, visiting assisted 
living facilities, DSISD elementary schools 
and Barton Creek Mall. 

In other choir news, DSHS students Rachel 
Dunk and William Pinteric have qualified 
to compete in the Area level auditions in 
San Antonio on Jan. 7, 2012. That final au-
dition determines which students will be 
in the All-State choir. Students advanced 
to this level from Pre-Area auditions held 
Nov. 22. Renae Jackson and Amanda Oli-
phant are alternates.

Holiday Music 
Performances Set

 DSISD and all five schools received 
multiple Gold Performance Acknowledg-
ments for 2011, according to the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA). Dripping Springs 
Elementary, Rooster Springs Elementary 
and Walnut Springs Elementary are Ex-
emplary in this year’s state accountability 
ratings, while the district and the two 
secondary campuses are Recognized. 
 In all, the five campuses received 
26 acknowledgments under the Gold 
Performance Acknowledgment (GPA) sys-
tem. This system recognizes campuses for 
high performance and/or improvement in 
areas critical to the academic success of 
students, such as Commended results on 
TAKS tests, attendance rate and improve-
ment on TAKS tests. Additional measures 
considered at the high school level are: 
Advanced Placement course enrollment 
and exam performance, college readiness, 
SAT/ACT results, Recommended High 
School Plan participation, and Texas Suc-
cess Initiative scores.  

 Dripping Springs High School earned 
seven Gold Performance Acknowledg-
ments, Rooster Springs Elementary 
received six, Dripping Springs Elementary 
earned five, and both Dripping Springs 
Middle School and Walnut Springs 
Elementary received recognition in four 
areas. The five GPAs earned by Dripping 
Springs Elementary is the most ever for 
that campus.
 As a district, DSISD earned nine 
Gold Performance Acknowledgments: 
AP/IB results, College Ready graduates, 
Commended-Reading/ELA, Commended-
Writing, Commended-Science, Commend-
ed-Social Studies, SAT/ACT results, Texas 
Success Initiative-ELA, and Texas Success 
Initiative-Mathematics. This ties as the 
most GPAs received by Dripping Springs 
ISD since the system was started in 2004 
(DSISD also had nine in 2006).
 This is the last year that the state 
will recognize districts and schools using 
the GPA system. 

District, Schools Earn GPAs
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