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IMPORTANT DATES
November 1
Counselors Program on STAAR Tests, 6:00 
p.m., DSHS Lecture Hall, 
Overview of College Application Process, 
6:00 p.m., DSHS Library

November 4
Interim Grade Report

November 8
Election Day

November 17
Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
(workshop) and 7:00 p.m. (regular ses-
sion), Board Room, Administration Building

November 23-25
Holidays

November 22
Interim Grade Report

Voting in Progress on Two DSISD Propositions
 Voti ng is in progress for the Nov. 8, 
2011, general electi on. Two items related 
to Dripping Springs ISD appear on the 
ballot. Early voti ng conti nues through Nov. 
4., including one more day at the DSISD 
Administrati on Building:  Tuesday, Nov. 1  
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.  Electi on Day is Nov. 
8, 2011, from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Voti ng loca-
ti ons are determined by precinct.
Bond Refunding Propositi on:
 The fi rst propositi on is a refunding 
of Maintenance Tax Obligati ons supported 
by the General Fund with bonds payable 
from the Debt Service Fund. Maintenance 
Tax Obligati ons initi ally were issued in 
2002 for mold miti gati on at Dripping 
Springs Elementary School; because of 
the urgency of the project, money was 
borrowed using the General Fund as 
security instead of funding it through a 
future bond program. The payments on 
the existi ng Maintenance Tax Obligati ons 
are $400,000 per year from the General 
Fund. This measure asks district voters to 
consider moving those payments from the 
General Fund to the Debt Service Fund, 
which typically is used to fi nance faciliti es.  
Because of lower current market interest 
rates, this refunding would reduce the 
amount of annual payments by approxi-
mately $30,000 per year. This would not 

aff ect the current tax rate. 
Tax Rati fi cati on Propositi on:
 Voters are being asked to consider 
an increase of 13 cents in the Mainte-
nance and Operati ons (M&O) porti on of 
the current tax rate, which would move 
the rate from $1.04 per $100 of certi fi ed 
property value to $1.17 per $100. The 
Board sets the M&O rate each year; set-
ti ng a lower rate in future years would not 
require additi onal voter approval. Based 
on the district’s average property value of 
$266,700, such an increase in the M&O 
tax rate would add $28.89 per month or 
$346.71 per year. Absent an improvement 
made to a homestead, property tax rates 
are frozen for homeowners age 65 and 
older who have received the exempti on. 
If the second propositi on passed, the tax 
rate would be $1.62 ($1.17 + $0.45). 
DSISD Budget Facts:
 As a result of the last legislati ve 
session, Dripping Springs ISD received 
a decrease in state funding for 2011-12 
of $2.1 million. The district, whose state 
funding had been frozen at the same per-
student level since 2005-06, cut nearly 
$2.5 million in expenses before passing a 
budget of $33,893,993 last June. An ad-
diti onal cut in state funding of $3.1 million 
is projected for the 2012-13 school year. 

Initi al tax statements being mailed 
to residents in the Dripping Springs 
Independent School District do not 
include the amount levied for the 
school district, due to the upcoming 
electi on. An updated tax statement 
will be sent by the Hays County Tax 
Assessor/Collector’s Offi  ce aft er the 
electi on results have been certi fi ed.

BACK TO STATE!BACK TO STATE!

The Tiger marching band placed fi rst in both preliminary competi ti on and fi nals at the 
area contest Oct. 29. The band will advance to the state contest Nov. 8 at the Alamo-
done to defend the 4A state ti tle earned in 2009.



Superintendent’s Message
Dr. Mard Herrick

 Fall conti nues with enthusiasm and 
success around our campuses. Fall sports 
are doing well at the middle and high 
school levels, our Tiger marching band 
has qualifi ed for the state contest, and 
involvement in student acti viti es abounds 
across the district. Tiger football and vol-
leyball have both qualifi ed for playoff s so 
let’s cheer them on as they move forward.  
And, of course, our students are focused 
on academics and learning in the class-
room. Keep up the good work!
 This year students across the district 
will be testi ng under a new state assess-
ment system. Instead of the TAKS (Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) 
exams that have been used for many 
years, STAAR (State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness) tests wll be given. 
Because these tests are new to teachers, 
administrators and students, we expect 
there to be some adjustments. In fact, 
the state is not issuing accountability rat-
ings at the end of this school year so that 
the new system can be evaluated. I am 
confi dent that the quality of instructi on 
in DSISD will lead to strong performance 
on any assessment that our students are 
given.  Our counselors are holding an 
informati onal session about STAAR tests 

Nov. 1 at the high school. 
 I’m sure you are aware that there 
are two propositi ons related to Dripping 
Springs ISD on the November general 
electi on ballot. We have shared factual 
informati on on these items through 
our website, presentati ons and printed 
materials. While it is not our place to urge 
residents to vote one way or the other, we 
want to make sure everyone is aware of 
dates and locati ons for polling places so 
that you may exercise your right to vote. 
 Early voti ng runs through Friday, 
Nov. 4, 2011 and Electi on Day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, 2011. Electi on Day voti ng locati ons 
are: Precinct 440 at the Henly Bapti st 
Church, Precincts 441 and 449 at the  
DSISD Administrati on Building, Precincts 
442 and 448 at the Drift wood Commu-
nity Center, and Precincts 443 and 444 at 
Sunset Canyon Bapti st Church.
 Best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing.
 Sincerely, 

 Mard A. Herrick, Ph.D.
 Superintendent of Schools 
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 Eighty-six students from Dripping 
Springs High School received recogniti on 
for their excepti onal achievement on 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams adminis-
tered last spring. Some of those honored 
are current seniors and some are 2011 
graduates.
 The College Board’s Advanced Place-
ment Program provides moti vated and 
academically prepared students with an 
opportunity to take rigorous college-level 
courses while sti ll in high school, and to 
potenti ally earn college credit with a score 
of 3, 4 or 5 (on a 5-point scale) on the AP 
exam. 
 In the spring of 2011, 340 students 
took 691 AP tests. Of those students, 
77.1 percent earned scores of 3 or higher. 
That percentage was signifi cantly higher 
than the state average (48.7) and global 
average (60.2) of students who score 3 
or higher. DSHS has nearly doubled the 
number of students taking the test over 

fi ve years, while maintaining the average 
score on each test.  
 AP Scholar Awards are presented on 
several diff erent levels based on average 
score on the exams and the cumulati ve 
number of tests taken. About 18 percent 
of nearly 1.9 million students worldwide 
who took AP exams last spring performed 
at a suffi  ciently high level to earn an AP 
Scholar Award. The College Board recog-
nizes several levels of achievement based 
on students’ performance on exams.
 Dripping Springs High School had 

four Nati onal AP Scholars, which repre-
sents the highest level of recogniti on. The 
Nati onal AP Scholar Award means the 
students earned an average grade of 4 or 
higher on all AP exams taken, and scores 
of 4 or higher on eight or more exams. 
Recipients were Class of 2011 members 
Maxwell Bunker, Colt Johnson, Rachel 
Shiffl  et and Paden Williams.
 The AP Scholar with Disti ncti on 
Award was earned by 26 DSHS students 
who scored an average of 3.5 or higher 
on all AP exams taken, and grades of 3 or 
higher on fi ve or more tests.
 Dripping Springs High School had 16 
students named AP Scholars with Honor, 
which means they received an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all exams, and 
scores of 3 or higher on four or more.  
A total of 44 DSHS students were honored 
as AP Scholars, a status that is granted to 
students who receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP Exams.

DSHS Receives AP RecognitionDSHS Receives AP Recognition

 The Oct. 26 informati onal parent 
meeti ng about dyslexia hosted by the 
DSISD Department of Interventi on and 
Academic Support was att ended by nearly 
20 parents. 
 Several topics were covered, in-
cluding: characteristi cs of dyslexia, how 
students with dyslexia are identi fi ed for 
services, services provided at each   
campus, ti ps for parents to help their stu-
dents be successful, and changes to the 
state Dyslexia Handbook.
 The presentati on and accompany-
ing materials will be available online soon 
for those who were unable to att end the 
meeti ng.  
 DSISD provdes Dyslexia services at 
all three elementary schools, the middle 
school, and the high school. Please 
contact Jack Modgling, the district’s 504/
Dyslexia Coordinator, at 858-3066 with 
additi onal questi ons. Campus contacts 
are: Cheryl Hayden at Dripping Springs 
Elementary, Susan Knape at Walnut 
Springs Elementary, Janey Russell at 
Rooster Springs Elementary, Mary Scott  
at Dripping Springs Middle School, and Jill 
Shelton at Dripping Springs High School. 

 

Meeting Provides
Information on Dyslexia
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Robotics Takes Center Stage
 Students in Dripping Springs ISD 
have shown a growing interest in roboti cs 
and are getti  ng the opportunity to show-
case their talents close to home.
 DSISD hosted the BEST (Boosti ng 
Engineering, Science and Technology) 
competi ti on on Oct. 29 and will host an-
other competi ti ve event on Nov. 12.
 The BEST competi ti on featured six  
middle and high school teams from Hays, 
Caldwell, and Comal counti es.  The theme 
of this year’s competi ti on was “bugs.”  In 
the competi ti on scenario, geneti cally engi-
neered insects have escaped their con-
trolled research environment.  The BEST 
teams designed, built, and programmed 
robots to capture and return the bugs 
“alive” to a secure locati on quickly and 
effi  ciently.  
 Being a rookie team didn’t slow 
down the group from DSMS. The team 
placed second in the roboti cs competi ti on 
but won the BEST award when overall 
scores were totalled. The team will ad-
vance to the BEST regional competi ti on, 
to be held in Dallas in late November or 
early December.
  On Nov. 12, the FIRST® (For Inspira-
ti on and Recogniti on of Science and Tech-
nology) LEGO® League (FLL) competi ti on 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Dripping 
Springs High School Competi ti on Gym. 
The event is free and open to the public.
 The FLL event will involve approxi-
mately 24 middle school teams from the 
Central Texas region.  This year’s project 
teams will compete in the Food Factor 
Challenge – exploring the issue of food 
safety, proposing soluti ons to a common 
food safety problem, and designing, build-
ing, and programming robots to complete 
specifi c food safety missions.  Qualifying 
teams from this event will be eligible to 

att end the FLL championship, tentati vely 
scheduled for Jan. 21, 2012.
 This is the fi rst year that Dripping 
Springs Middle School has fi elded a robot-
ics team, and the fi ft h year for Dripping 
Springs High School, which began com-
peti ng in the BEST event in 2008.  DSMS 
students are split into two teams, one for 
the BEST competi ti on, and one for the FLL 
event.  The DSMS teams are sponsored by 
teacher Dana Norman. The DSHS roboti cs 
team is sponsored by DSISD Technology 
Assistant Jad Jadeja.
 The goal of both of BEST and FIRST® 
LEGO® League is to spark student interest 
in the STEM fi elds – Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math, and to encourage 
them to pursue careers in these areas.  
Students on these teams not only learn 
how to build a robot, developing their sci-
ence and technology skills, but also gain 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
the staging of the FLL event on 
Nov. 12. To see a list of available 
volunteer spots, go to the website 
VolunteerSpot.com, enter an e-mail 
address, and click on the clipboard 
image. Positi ons include judges, 
judges’ assistants, external and inter-
nal traffi  c control, and many others.

Trustee Participates in Leadership TASB
         DSISD 
Trustee Alan 
Atwood joined 
36 other school 
board members 
from across 
Texas at the 
recent kickoff  
session of the 
Leadership TASB 
class of 2012.
         Selected 

by the Texas Associati on of School Boards 
(TASB), the group is parti cipati ng in a year-
long educati on leadership study program. 
These trustees represent school districts 
of all sizes, with student populati ons of 

262 to 62,000, and refl ect a similar range 
of property wealth. Parti cipants who com-
plete all required elements of the study 
will graduate next year by earning Master 
Trustee status. This is the highest designa-
ti on recognized by TASB.
 Meeti ng in conjuncti on with the 
Texas Associati on of School Administra-
tors/TASB conventi on in Austi n, the trust-
ees heard featured speakers, received 
training, and att ended the TASB Delegate 
Assembly.
 Four other Leadership TASB ses-
sions are scheduled throughout the year, 
each with a unique theme that builds on 
the previous session and features nati on-
ally recognized experts in the fi elds of 

leadership development and educati on. 
Teams also work throughout the year on 
extended learning assignments between 
meeti ngs. Created in 1993, Leadership 
TASB has almost 600 graduates to date, 
including DSISD trustees John Adams and 
Caroline Pekarek.
 TASB is a voluntary, nonprofi t as-
sociati on established in 1949 to serve 
local Texas school districts. School board 
members are the largest group of publicly 
elected offi  cials in the state. The districts 
they represent have combined annual 
expenditures of $54 billion, employ more 
than 659,000 people, and serve more 
than 4.8 million public school students.

valuable teamwork and project manage-
ment experience that will serve them 
well as they conti nue into high school and 
beyond.  
 Seventh-grader Andja Bjeleti ch, 
manager of the DSMS BEST programming 
team said, “This has been the most stress-
ful, yet most amazingly fun experience of 
my enti re life.”

The BEST team from Dripping Springs Middle School won the BEST competi ti on on 
Oct. 29 and will now compete at the regional meet in Dallas.
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October October 
Board BriefsBoard Briefs

 The October Board of Trustees 
monthly meeti ng and workshop were held 
Oct. 20, 2011. 
 A presentati on was made on the 
collecti on of delinquent property taxes by 
the fi rm that handles that responsibility 
for the district. In additi on, a resoluti on 
was adopted aff ecti ng the taxati on of 
“goods in transit.”  
 During the Facility Committ ee 
report, Chair Barbara Stroud reported that 
the committ ee discussed development of 
an agreement with the city for wastewa-
ter service at Dripping Springs Elementary. 
The committ ee also recommended that 
the administrati on develop a transiti on 
plan for relocati ng broadband services.
 The Ad Hoc Policy Review Commit-
tee reviewed and discussed several poli-
cies, including those on Board member 
electi ons and adverti sing.
 Other Board discussion items 
included the possibility of the Dripping 
Springs Educati onal Foundati on parti ally 
funding a district employee to assist with 
some duti es, and the ti ming of future 
Board electi ons.
 Assistant Superintendent Greg Jung 
reported on the 2011 FitnessGram and 
the Johns Hopkins Talent Identi fi cati on 
Program.
 An overview was provided on the 
FIRST (Financial Integrity Rati ng System of 
Texas) Report by Assistant Superintendent 
Dwane Shropshire during a public hearing.
 A proclamati on was read in honor of 
Nati onal School Bus Safety Month.
 Superintendent Mard Herrick 
shared informati on from a recent  Region 
XIII superintendents’ meeti ng, gave an 
enrollment update, and reminded those 
in att endance of upcoming electi on 
dates. 
 Among  the acti on items that were 
approved were: two policy revisions that 
were discussed at a previous meeti ng (EIC 
Local and EIA Local) and one policy dele-
ti on (EIAB Local). The Board also voted to 
develop a resoluti on to conti nue to hold 
electi ons in May. 
 The next meeti ng of the Board of 
Trustees will be Thursday, Nov. 17, with 
the workshop session at 5:30 p.m. and the 
evening session starti ng around 7:00 p.m.

Dripping Springs Elemen-
tary’s annual Fall Fair, which 
att racted a large crowd and 
was a huge success, featured 
food, fun, acti viti es, games, a 
costume contest, and more. 
Among the acti viti es were 
rock-climbing walls (left ) and 
sack races (below).

DSES Fall Fair a Big Hit!DSES Fall Fair a Big Hit!

Dads Enjoy Breakfast

Chris Nuccio and daughter Sophia enjoy a breakfast together at Walnut Springs 
Elementary. The Child Nutriti on Department plans “Muffi  ns with Mom” and 
“Breakfast with Dad” events each year to provide an opportunity for parents to 
spend some extra ti me on campus and enjoy the cafeteria’s tasty off erings. 
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Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newslett er for parents, 
friends and the enti re Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggesti ons, please con-
tact District Informati on Offi  cer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Tim Kurpiewski, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president 

John Adams, secretary
Alan Atwood

Liz Ing
Shelly Reeves

Barbara Stroud

Superintendent: 
Mard A. Herrick, Ph.D.

DSHS Students Sweep Essay ContestDSHS Students Sweep Essay Contest
Dripping Springs High School stu-

dents captured the top three places in the 
annual Veterans Day Essay Contest spon-
sored by the Travis County Veterans Day 
Parade Committ ee.  Junior Megan Shaver 
is the high school winner, while junior 
Elizabeth Waltz has placed second and 
freshman Sophia Schroeder has placed 
third.
 On Nov. 11, all three students, their 
parents and teachers have been invited 
to att end the Austi n Veterans Day parade 
followed by a ceremony that will be held 
outside the Texas State Capitol. Megan 
has been invited to read her winning es-
say at the ceremony. The three students 
will receive savings bonds as prizes: $500 
for fi rst place, $200 for second place, and 
$100 for third. 
 Nearly 400 essays on “What Veter-
ans Day Means to Me” were submitt ed by 

Central Texas high school students. This 
marks the third consecuti ve year that a 
Dripping Springs High School student has 
won the Veterans Day Essay Contest. Last 
year, Lindsey Greenman was the local win-
ner, and Elizabeth Waltz placed fi rst as a 
freshman in 2009.

Contest Winner Megan Shaver

 All fi ve DSISD campuses will honor veterans on Friday, Nov. 11, 2011. Veterans 
from all branches of military service, as well as families of students, are welcome to at-
tend any of the events. 
 Rooster Springs’ ceremony will feature remarks by a local veteran, while Walnut 
Springs will create a “Wall of Honor” to recognize students’ family members who have 
served in the military.
 The middle school is working with the local VFW chapter to plan their ceremony.  
On Nov. 9, sixth-graders will speak with veterans from all military branches to learn 
more about their experiences.  
 The high school’s event will feature guest speaker Jim Darwin, a former Captain in 
the U.S. Marine Corps who currently serves as the Federal Government/Veteran Liaison 
for the Texas Land Commissioner.
 Starti ng ti mes and locati ons of programs are:

Dripping Springs Elementary   8:30 a.m., Cafeteria
Rooster Springs Elementary  8:15 a.m. (3rd-5th), 8:40 a.m. (K-2nd),  
     fl agpole
Walnut Springs Elementary  8:00 a.m., fl agpole 
Dripping Springs Middle School 10:00 a.m., fl agpole
Dripping Springs High School  11:30 a.m., Competi ti on Gym

Veterans Day Programs Scheduled KDRP Classes 
of the Week

Congratulati ons to recent 
KDRP Classes of the Week:
Dripping Springs High School:  Jennifer 
Foreman’s PALS Class
Rooster Springs Elementary:  Steve Hain’s 
Fift h-Grade Class
Dripping Springs Elementary:  Kati e 
Yankowski’s First-Grade Class

• The Dripping Springs Middle School 
cheerleaders designated the Oct. 10 
match-up against Lake Travis as the 
“Play for the Cure” game to support 
the Susan B. Komen  For the Cure 
Foundati on. Prior to the game, cheer-
leaders raffl  ed off  ti ckets to win $100 
and the winner was announced at the 
game. The cheer squad also collected 
donati ons and wore pink.  The squad 
raised $321 for the Austi n affi  liate of 
the Komen Foundati on.

Around the District
• Dripping Springs ISD hosted the fi rst 

day of the Regional Special Educa-
ti on Directors Conference on Oct. 13, 
2011, at DSHS. The day was fi lled with 
guest speakers, a book study, and dis-
cussion among 42 Special Educati on 
directors from across the region. 

 Three exciti ng plotlines intersect 
in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” one of 
Shakespeare’s most popular comedies. 
Dripping Springs High School Theatre 
presents it as the fi rst show of the 2011-
12 season in the DSHS auditorium.
 Set in a 1920s era Athens, the audi-
ence follows the cast of “Midsummer” 
through a mythical enchanted forest as 
the inhabitants of the fairy world create 
havoc on their plans and their love lives! 
As Shakespeare writes in the play, “The 
course of true love never did run smooth.”
 Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 3, 4, and 5, with a mati nee perfor-
mance on Nov. 5 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $6 for students and $10 for adults, 
and are available at the door or on-line 
(htt p://ti ckets.frontgateti ckets.com/
choose.php?lid=61276). The box offi  ce 
opens one hour before each performance.

DSHS Theatre Presents


