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IMPORTaNT DaTES
April 6 & 9 
Holidays 

April 10 
Community Budget Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Administration Building

April 12 
Board Agenda Review Meeting, 6:00 
p.m., Room 209, Administration Build-
ing 

April 13 
Interim Grade Reports 

April 19 
Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 
Board Room, Administration Building

April 23-27 
STAAR Testing 
Grades 3-8

Eight File for DSISD School Board
Early Voting April 30-May 8

 Eight candidates have filed to 
run for three positions on the Dripping 
Springs ISD School Board. They are (in bal-
lot order): Karl Seelbach, Tim Kurpiewski, 
Jennifer Kubicek, Chrissi McMullen, Carrie 
Fontana Kroll, Jon Thompson, Caroline 
Pekarek, and Thao M. Phan.
 Currently, the positions are held by 
John Adams, Tim Kurpiewski and Caroline 
Pekarek. Adams is not seeking re-election.
 Early voting will be held from 
Monday, April 30, to Tuesday, May 8, at 
the DSISD Administration Building (510 W. 
Mercer St.). 

 Hours are as follows:
Monday, April 30: 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 1 through Friday, May 4:  
 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 5: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Monday, May 7:  7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 8:  8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
 Election Day is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 12, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 
voting location for Precincts 440, 441, 442 
and 339 is the DSISD Administration Build-
ing and, for Precincts 443, 333, 308 and 
316, Sunset Canyon Baptist Church (4400 
Highway 290 West).

Because DSISD has not had any school cancellations due to weather this school 
year, April 9 will be a school holiday, creating a four-day weekend April 6-9. On the 
2011-12 school calendar, April 9 is marked as a “Make Up / Weather Day.” The other 
“Make Up/Weather Day” for 2011-12 is Monday, May 28. If there are no school can-
cellations between now and May 28, it will also be a school holiday. DSISD adminis-
trative offices also will be closed on these days.

CALENDAR NOTE

The 2012 District UIL One-act Play 
Contest will be held at the Lake 
Travis High School auditorium on 
Thursday, april 5. Tickets are $5 
and available at the door.  The 
DSHS one-act play, “My Sister Ei-
leen,” features 14 student perform-
ers and five student technicians. 
At right, Bennett Whalen portrays 
Frank Lippencott and Rachel Dunk 
is Ruth Sherwood.

One-Act Play Prepares for Districts
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Message From the Superintendent
      Bruce Gearing, Ed.D. 

 “I have not failed. I’ve just found 
10,000 ways that won’t work.” Thomas A. 
Edison
 We face many great challenges on a 
daily basis and we have found many ways 
that won’t work, but we are continuously 
improving and celebrating new successes.  
We are not perfect by any measure, but 
we are changing lives. 
 In these tough times it is easy to 
dwell on what we are losing, where the 
cuts are coming, and what we don’t have. 
I challenge you today to reconsider. What 
if we alter our lens and consider what we 
have, the positive changes our challenges 
are eliciting, and the gains we are making 
in so many areas every day?
 Consider our DSHS Winterguard: 
“Stronger, Glorious, Powerful, Victori-
ous!” What a message! A message they 
demonstrated with every toss of a rifle, 
every wave of a flag, and every per-
fectly synchronized step. Who says public 
schools in America are poor performers? 
I challenge you to top the energy, vitality, 
teamwork, and creativity of this group. 
Who says they won’t take these skills to 
the workplace? These students are condi-
tioned to showing up at 7 a.m. or earlier, 
and staying until 6 p.m. or later.  I know 
they found 10,000 ways that didn’t work, 
and they emerged “Stronger, Glorious, 
Powerful, Victorious.” Dripping Springs 
can be proud.

 What about first-grader Natasha 
Newton’s “Painted Rocks and Not Painted 
Rocks?” What a celebration of diversity!  
She advances to the National PTA Reflec-
tions competition. What lessons did she 
learn from the process of creating her art, 
processing her entry, and now dealing 
with her success?
 What about Timothy Wiley, All-
American swimmer and 1st place in the 
District 25 UIL Academic Meet in the 
Accounting competition? Smart? Yes! 
Tenacious? Yes! Disciplined? Yes! 10,000 
ways that didn’t work? More than likely!
 What about David Slater, Top Speak-
er in the 2012 District Lincoln Douglas 
Debate Tournament?  His ultimate success 
is seasoned with many moments that may 
have felt like failures, but were simply 
ways that didn’t work.
 So keep trying to find a solution to 
the challenges that life presents ... and 
don’t be afraid to stumble every now and 
then along the way. 
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Gearing
 Superintendent of Schools PODCASTS 

AVAILABLE 
WEEKLY

 Every week Superintendent Dr. 
Bruce Gearing introduces an innovative 
program or student achievement in a 
podcast that is available on the DSISD 
website.  Typically 3-4 minutes in length, 
weekly podcasts are posted by Friday 
each week. 
 The link to podcasts can be found 
on the left-side tool bar on the district 
website homepage (www.dsisd.txed.net) 
or on the Superintendent’s page. To be 
alerted when new podcasts are posted, 
sign up under the “Notify Me” function on 
the website (“Sign up to get e-mail notifi-
cations, alerts, updates” is the second star 
below the map on the homepage).

 Application packets for Dripping 
Springs Education Foundation student 
scholarships for graduating seniors are 
now available. The foundation will award 
two $1,000 Outstanding Leadership 
Scholarships and one $500 Recognized 
Accomplishment Scholarship to members 
of the Class of 2012 who plan to continue 
their education at a university, college or 
technical school. The application can be 
found on the Ed Foundation website at: 

DS Ed Foundation Offers Scholarships

www.dseducationfoundation.org.
 The deadline to apply is Monday, 
April 23.

At the end of this newsletter (Page 7) 
you’ll see a photo of me successfully 
reading “Green Eggs and Ham” at the 
community library. But here’s the real 
story (above); one of the 10,000 ways 
that didn’t work ... as my expression may 
have been somewhat frightening for the 
children!
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Board Briefs
 The March Board of Trustees 
monthly meeting was held March 22, 
2012. 
 Several activities honoring students 
and staff opened the meeting. A fourth-
grade class from Rooster Springs Elemen-
tary shared PowerPoint presentations 
they created on unsolved mysteries.
Fifth-grade students at Walnut Springs El-
ementary shared information about a re-
cent entrepreneurial project that involved 
students creating a product, developing 
marketing materials, and completing cost 
analyses. 
 Several students were recognized 
for recent accomplishments.  Ten elemen-
tary and middle school students who 
qualified for the PTA State Reflections 
Contest were honored, including national 
qualifier Natasha Newton. Accomplish-
ments of the DSHS Tiger swimming team 
at the state competition were shared
by Head Coach Andrea McCarthy. Five 
DSHS students who received Commended 
status in the 2012 National Merit program 
were introduced. 
 Director of Human Resources Ron 
Hill was honored for his years of service to 
DSISD.  Eight staff members were pre-
sented with “Above and Beyond” awards 
(listed in box at right). 
 In Board action, a resolution to 
suspend two policy revisions related 
to end-of-course testing was approved 
(allowing a one-year delay as granted by 
TEA). Action items regarding the need 
for a reduction in force arising from a 
program change and determination of the 
employment areas (DSMS keyboarding/
multimedia) affected that may result in 
the non-renewal of one of more employ-
ees were approved.
 Dr. Gearing shared information on 
proposed apartment tax credit applica-
tions that have been made in Dripping 
Springs. Stuart Shaw from the proposed 
developer of the Cypress Creek at Ledge-
stone multi-family housing project shared 
additional information and responded to 
questions from the Board. 
 Dr. Gearing provided information on 
the status of the local economy and future 
expectations that he gained at two recent 
presentations.
 In the area of Business Operations, 
a productive community budget meeting 
was held March 8 and the District-Wide 
Budget Committee has a series of meet-
ings scheduled.
 Assistant Superintendent for Curric-

ulum and Instruction Greg Jung reported 
that program reviews are underway in 
several areas, that kindergarten and pre-K 
registration will be held April 3-4, 2012, 
and that plans are being finalized to open 
enrollment in the tuition-based pre-K 
program and at the high school to out-of-
district students. 
 The next monthly Board meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 19, at 6:00 
p.m. in the Board Room at the Administra-
tion Building. An agenda review meeting 
will be held on Thursday, April 12, at 6:00 
p.m.

aBOVE aND BEYOND
MaRCH WINNERS

Robin Acker (WSES)
Becky Berdoll (WSES)
Larin Hinson (DSMS)
Becky Hutson (DSES)
Beth Muzny (RSES)
Dr. Howland Reich (DSHS) 
Cindy Reynolds (WSES)
Laurinda Shaertl (Technology)

Color Guard Concludes Season

The 2012 DSHS Winterguard performs its show “Stronger, Glorious, Powerful, Victori-
ous” at the Dripping Springs contest on March 24. The guard placed second in that 
show, then went on to win a silver medal in the Texas Color Guard Circuit state cham-
pionships on april 1 in Pearland, Texas.

 DSISD will accept out-of-district 
transfers at Dripping Springs High School 
for the 2012-13 school year. The decision 
for open enrollment at the high school 
level was made based on availability of 
space at that campus and the opportu-
nity for additional funding (state funding 
is based on average daily attendance). 
Transfer students must apply, and may 
be accepted for one-year, potentially 
renewable term(s). More information is 
available on the district website, including 
the application, timeline and Frequently 
Asked Questions.

 In addition, for the first time in 
2012, DSISD’s tuition-based pre-kindergar-
ten program will be open to out-of-district 
students. The district offers a comprehen-
sive full-day pre-K program at all three 
elementary campuses.  
 Acceptance of out-of-district stu-
dents in the pre-K program and at DSHS 
is a revenue-producing strategy to assist 
with the district’s financial situation stem-
ming from the $5.2 million cut in state 
funding DSISD received for the 2011-13 
biennium.

DSHS, Pre-K Offer Open Enrollment 
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BUDGET DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
 A good turnout attended the first 
of two Community Budget Meetings held 
March 8.  Superintendent Bruce Gearing 
shared some basic background informa-
tion, updated the group on the progress 
being made in the budget development 
process, and answered many questions 
from audience members.
 “This type of dialogue is critical 
as we face the challenge of creating an 
even leaner budget, while trying provide 
quality educational opportunities to our 
students,” Dr. Gearing said.  “Every ques-
tion that is raised and every idea that is 
introduced helps us get to where we need 
to be.”
 DSISD’s state funding was cut $2.1 
million in 2011-12 and will be reduced an-
other $3.1 million in 2012-13. The district 
reduced expenditures significantly last 
year and is looking for more savings in the 
2012-13 budget. The Board also has given 
administration the go-ahead to use up to 
$1,600,358 from the district’s undesig-
nated fund balance.
  In addition to the Community 
Budget Meeting, input is being gathered 
during District-Wide Budget Committee 
meetings; the committee includes various 
stakeholders such as parents and staff.
 The groundwork has been laid 
for the implementation of some cost-
savings or revenue-producing measures. 
For instance, the course catalogs at the 
middle and high schools both include 
slightly fewer electives than in previous 
years. In addition, the master schedule at 
those campuses is being built using 26:1 
as a staff-to-student ratio rather than the 
previous standard of 25:1. 
 As items for cost reduction are 
thoroughly examined, some ideas are 

being revised based on input from staff 
and community. For instance, a proposal 
to use a combination of registered nurses 
and licensed vocational nurses had been 
raised last spring and was being looked at 
for possible implementation.  However, 
the nurses developed an alternative cost-
savings plan that included each of them 
reducing their hours slightly, which would 
allow the district to realize some savings 
while maintaining an RN at each campus. 
That plan currently is being considered for 
inclusion in the budget.  
 In terms of revenue production, the 
district’s tuition-based pre-K program will 
accept enrollment of out-of-district resi-
dents, and DSHS will accept some out-of-
district transfers. That decision was based 
on availability of space and the opportu-
nity for additional funding (state funding 
is based on average daily attendance).
 The second Community Budget 
Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 
10, in the Board Room at the DSISD Ad-
ministration Building (510 W. Mercer St.) 
and will start at 6:00 p.m. Input gathered 
will be used by district administration as 
the budget is developed. The budget also 
will be a topic at Board meetings between 
now and when it is presented for adop-
tion on June 21, 2012. 
 Comments regarding the budget or 
ideas for either budget-reduction strate-
gies or revenue-generating opportunities 
may be submitted to the following e-mail 
address: budget@dsisd.txed.net.
 Additional information about the 
budget development process, including 
Frequently Asked Questions, is available 
on the district website (look under “About 
DSISD” and “Budget/State Funding”).

 Parents are asked to check their student’s vaccination re-
cords in Skyward Family Access. After logging in, choose “Health 
Information” in the left-hand column, and all vaccinations on 
file for the student will be displayed. If any of the headings note 
that a student is out of compliance, parents should print a copy 
and check with the family physician to see if the student has had 
that vaccination.
 Every time a student receives a vaccination, a copy of 
the record should be provided to the campus nurse so that the 
student’s school record can be updated. Parents who already 

 DSISD has announced that Pamela 
Carroll has joined the district as the new 
Executive Director of Human Resources 
and Instructional Facilitator Jennifer Mur-
ray will be the assistant principal at Drip-
ping Springs Elementary next school year. 
 Ms. Carroll was 

with Lake Travis ISD 
from 2003-12, most 
recently serving as 
Director of Com-
munity Programs.  
She replaces Ron 
Hill, who has been 
with DSISD since 
2000 and retired 

at the end of March.  A Dripping Springs 
resident, Ms. Carroll brings more than 
25 years experience in education, having 
served as a speech pathologist, teacher 
and administrator in school districts in 
Texas and Arkansas, as well as at the Texas 
Education Agency.  Ms. Carroll had a brief 
stint outside of the field of education 
when she served as president of the Drip-
ping Springs Chamber of Commerce from 
1999-2002.
 A native of Hector, Arkansas, Ms. 
Carroll earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Central 
Arkansas.  She also holds a Professional 
in Human Resources certification.  Ms. 
Carroll currently serves on the North 
Hays County Volunteer Fire Department 
Board of Directors and The Austin Waldorf 
School Board of Trustees.
 Currently the 
district’s elementary 
instructional facilita-
tor, Jennifer Murray 
previously served 
in that role solely at 
the DSES campus.  
She will replace 
Norma Madden, 
who is retiring, as 
the Dripping Springs Elementary assistant 
principal beginning with the 2012-13 
school year. Ms. Murray taught third and 
fourth grades at all three DSISD elemen-
tary campuses from 2004-10. She came 
to the district with nine years teaching 
experience at schools in Illinois and Texas. 
Ms. Murray earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Texas State University and her mas-
ter’s degree from Lamar University.  She 
will begin her new duties in July.

Positions Announced 
in HR, at DSES

have received notice that their student is out of compliance should provide proof of the 
required vaccination to the campus nurse as soon as possible, as state law requires that 
all students have up-to-date vaccinations in order to attend school. 
 A list of area immunizations providers is located on the DSISD website, or on the 
high school, middle school and Rooster Springs nurses’ page.

Student Immunizations Reminder



PAGE 5

Campus Happenings
Dripping Springs High School:
• Current DSHS students are completing the course selection process for the 2012-13 school year.  The course guide and the 

course selections will be open in Family Access for students and parents to review after the students have entered them.  
These course selections will remain open in Family Access until April 18. In late May, all final course selections for each student 
will be posted to Family Access.

• A 5K race – the 2012 Senior Class Sprint – will be held April 21 starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Hidden Springs Ranch subdivision to 
support Project Graduation. The cost is $25, which includes a T-shirt for those who register by April 14.  A Kids K also will be 
held for children 10 and under with a registration fee of $20. 

Dripping Springs Middle School:
• DSMS will welcome fifth-graders from each elementary campus who will visit on April 5. Students will get a tour of the campus, 

experience which electives are being offered, and get information on the course selection process for sixth grade.
• On May 4, eighth-graders will enjoy the culminating activity of their middle school years at the Fiesta Texas Outdoor Classroom 

Day.
Dripping Springs Elementary:
• A Principal’s Coffee will be held Thursday, April 19, from 7:45-9:00 a.m.
• A Running Club has recently been formed to encourage physical activity during recess time.
Rooster Springs Elementary:
• Leslie Wallace’s class of fourth-graders were featured at the March School Board meeting demonstrating their “unsolved 

mystery” projects and presentations.
• The Rooster Springs PTA will host the “Tiger Pride Fitness Party” on April 10 from 6:45-8:00 p.m. RSES has held a Running 

Club for the first time this year, which has attracted a large number of participants.
Walnut Springs Elementary:
• Students in the fifth-grade ACE classes were featured at the March School Board meeting, highlighting projects from a 

recent Entrepreneurial Fair, a project that integrated Math and Language Arts. Students learned about business and adver-
tising as they created their own products to sell at the fair. The fair also raised $965.30 for charities that were selected by 
students:  Austin Pets Alive, Heifer International, and Burke Center for Youth.

All Elementary:
• A Father/Daughter Dance for all DSISD elementary students (pre-K through 5th Grade) is planned for Saturday, April 14, from 

7:00-9:00 p.m. at the DSHS Cafeteria.

Students Receive Reflections State Honors
 Of the 10 creative works by Drip-
ping Springs ISD students that qualified 
for the 2012 Texas PTA “Reflections” State 
Contest, several received special recog-
nition. Elementary and middle school 
students around the state created nearly 
65,000 entries for the 2011-12 Reflections 
program that had the theme, “Diversity 
Means…”; 1,700 entries advanced to the 
state level as chosen by local PTAs.
 In the Reflections State Contest, 
Dripping Springs Elementary first-grader 
Natasha Newton received the highest 
honor – an Overall Award of Excellence 
– and was selected as one of just 24 
statewide to qualify for the National Re-
flections Contest. Her Photography entry, 
“Painted Rocks and Not Painted Rocks,” 
will be sent on to National PTA to com-
pete in the final round of nationwide judg-
ing; results are expected to be announced 
in May. Third-grader Drew Wilson from 
Rooster Springs Elementary also received 
an Award of Excellence in the category 
Intermediate Musical Composition with 
his entry, “Everybody is Different.”
 Receiving Awards of Merit were 
sixth-grader Lizzie Beggs (Junior Litera-
ture, “Food Pallet”) and Rooster Springs 
third-grader Caroline Cameron (Interme-

diate Visual Arts, “Differences”).  Walnut 
Springs Elementary third-grader Caroline 
Kiehnau received Honorable Mention in 
Intermediate Literature with her entry, 
“Dog Diversity,” as did eighth-grader Keira 
Greer in Junior Visual Arts with “Celebrate 
Diversity.” 
 In addition, Caroline Cameron‘s en-
try, “Differences,” is on display until April 
30, along with the work of 100 students 
from across Texas, at the Texas Education 
Agency and the Texas Commission on the 
Arts. 

“Painted Rocks and Not Painted Rocks”
by Natasha Newton

 DSISD is now accepting appli-
cations for providers of Off-Campus 
Physical Education. The Texas Edu-
cation Agency (TEA) allows school 
districts to provide required physical 
education credit for students partici-
pating in off-campus activities that 
meet state requirements and local 
policies, but requires them to provide 
a list of qualified service providers to 
TEA in advance of offering the credit 
option to students and parents.
 DSISD will be accepting appli-
cations between now and April 13, 
2012, for providers for the 2012-13 
school year. (Current Off-Campus PE 
providers are not required to re-apply 
for three years.)
 Applications are currently 
available on the Dripping Springs ISD 
website or may be obtained at the 
DSISD Central Administration Office at 
510 W. Mercer St.
 Interested parties may contact 
Greg Jung, Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum and Instruction, at 512-
858-3040 or greg.jung@dsisd.txed.net 
with questions.

Off-Campus PE Providers
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HIGH SCHOOL
UIL DISTRICT 25 aCaDEMIC MEET:
 DSHS had 18 students and teams 
place in eight different categories, includ-
ing five first-place finishers and three re-
gional qualifiers.  Qualifying for regionals 
were first-place teams in the categories 
Accounting and Spelling/Vocabulary, as 
well as second-place finisher Jeremy Cole 
in Computer Applications.
 Students and teams who placed in 
their respective categories are:
Accounting:  Timothy Wylie (1st), David 
Wren (2nd), Matthew Wylie (3rd), 
Morgan Lewallen (6th), Team (1st; re-
gional qualifier)
Computer Applications:  Jeremy Cole 
(2nd; regional qualifier), Morgan Lewallen 
(5th)
Literary Criticism:  Heather Blevins (5th)
Number Sense:  Tori Baker (5th), Team 
(2nd)
Ready Writing:  Devi Jadeja (6th)
Biology:  Willow Howard (1st)
Science:  Willow Howard (4th)
Spelling and Vocabulary:  Becky Beggs 
(1st), Marlyse Vierra (2nd), Elisabeth Artz 
(3rd)
Emily Beggs (6th), Team (1st; regional 
qualifier)

UIL JOURNaLISM:
 As a team, DSHS placed second 
overall in the UIL District Tournament. In-
dividually, two students won their respec-
tive categories:  Sunny Sone in News and 
Anna Nelms in Features.  Mariah Simank 
placed third in Features.  These three 
students have advanced to the regional 
competition.
 Other finishes included David Glick-
man placing sixth in Editorial and Olivia 
Torre placing fourth in Headline Writing.  
Olivia was chosen as an alternate for 
regionals. 

LINCOLN-DOUGLaS DEBaTE:
 On March 22, Dripping Springs High 
School hosted the 2012 District Lincoln-
Douglas Debate Tournament.  Overall, 
DSHS placed second and several students 
performed especially well in their com-
petitive events.
 David Slater was recognized as the 
Top Speaker of the Lincoln-Douglas event 
after placing first.  That finish earned him 
the right to advance to the Regional level.  
He also was third in Persuasive Speaking.
 Connor Crawford placed second in 
Informative Speaking and fourth in the 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate.  Hanna Foster 
was fifth in Poetry Interpretation.  Placing 

Secondary Students Earn Honors
sixth were Makayla Vandeveer in Prose 
Interpretation and Colson Akers in Infor-
mative Speaking.

WINTERGUaRD:
On March 24, Dripping Springs High 
School hosted 63 colorguards and eight 
percussion units in the first-ever Dripping 
Springs Texas Color Guard Conference 
(TCGC)-sponsored winterguard/indoor 
percussion contest, “Pageantry in the 
Springs.”  The DSHS guard placed second, 
behind Cedar Park High School, among 12 
units in the class. The DSHS guard finished 
out its season by winning a Silver Medal 
at the TCGC State Championships April 1.

HI-STEPPERS:
 The Dripping Springs High School 
Hi-Steppers dance team concluded its 
competitive season last Saturday at the 
ADTS National Championships in Denton.  
DSHS earned top honors as the Medium 
School National Champion for both Team 
Modern and Officer Modern. Other out-
standing finishes were:

Medium School 1st Runner-Up National 
Champion: Team Contemporary
Medium School 1st Runner-Up National 
Champion: Ensemble (Social Officers)
Medium School 2nd Runner-Up National 
Champion: Ensemble (Hip Hop Team)
Medium School 3rd Runner-Up: Officer 
Lyrical
Medium School Overall 4th Runner-Up: 
Officer Line 
Gussie Nell Davis Award: Team and Of-
ficers (all scores of 90+ from all judges on 
all routines)
All-American Kick Company and Finalist 
for Jr. Miss High Kick: Haley Schmidt
1st Runner-Up Medium School National 
Champion Soloist: Vanessa Page
5th Runner-Up Medium School National 
Champion Soloist: Emily Green
 The Hi-Steppers will perform in their 
20th annual Spring Show “Cirque de la 
Danse” on April 14 at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
Ticket information will be available soon 
on the DSHS website.  

OPTIMIST CLUB YOUTH HONORS:
Seniors Sarah Vaughn (Agriculture), Kara 
Rhodes (Art) and Mary Godwin (English 
and Writing) were named Outstanding 
Youth in their respective categories by 
Austin-area Optimist Clubs in a ceremony 
at the Texas Capitol House Chambers on 
March 24. Students from 12 area high 
schools were nominated by teachers and 
counselors at their schools.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
UIL DISTRICT 25 aCaDEMIC MEET:
 Students from Dripping Springs 
Middle School recently competed at the 
UIL district academic meet, where the 
Sixth Grade placed third of six teams in 
grade-level points. Individually, DSMS 
students captured two first-place finishes 
and three students placed second.  
Students and teams who placed in their 
respective categories are:
Calculator Skills 6th Grade:  Dallas Hudson 
(4th), Avani Shepherd (6th)
Mathematics:  Ryan Gahagan (3rd)
Number Sense:  Ryan Gahagan (2nd); Salil 
Kanade (5th)
Ready Writing 6th Grade:  Trey McBurney 
(1st); Veronica Lopez (5th)
Oral Reading 6th Grade:  Izzie Guerrero 
(5th); Lizzie Beggs (6th)
Maps, Graphs and Charts 6th Grade:  
Cameron Wilson (3rd); Stephen Thomas 
(5th); Jacob Lawrence (6th)
Social Studies 6th Grade:  Marianna 
Strawn (4th); Overall team (3rd)
Impromptu Speaking 7th Grade:  Julia 
Lopez (5th)
Maps, Graphs and Charts 7th Grade:  Ra-
chel Nix (2nd); Katelynne Marsan (5th) 
Modern Oratory 7th Grade:  Lisa Deya 
(5th), Brittany Claypool (6th)
Ready Writing 7th Grade:  Alexis Smith 
(1st);  Hailey Hodsden (5th)
Spelling 7th Grade:  Rachel Nix (3rd); Mer-
edith Anderson (5th); Katelynne Marsan 
(6th) 
Editorial Writing 8th Grade:  Kellan diDo-
nato (2nd)
Maps, Graphs and Charts 8th Grade:  Eric 
Kiehnau (3rd); Nathan Vaughn (5th)
Science 8th Grade:  Lorenzo Faivre (5th)
Spelling 8th Grade:  Zhanna Yakymchuk 
(5th); Kirsten Caldwell (6th)
Social Studies 8th Grade:  Ryan Love (6th)

UIL DISTRICT 25 aRT MEET:
 Several middle school students 
placed in the UIL art competition, includ-
ing seventh-grader Julia Stephenson who 
was first in Painting at her grade level. 
Miscellaneous Art 6th Grade:  Mitchell 
Rodriguez (2nd); Jillian Bohuslav (3rd)
3D Art 7th Grade:  Harrison Owens (6th)
Painting 7th Grade:  Julia Stephenson 
(1st); Bryce Crane (4th)
Painting 8th Grade:  Josephina Salazar 
(3rd); Keiran Greer (5th)
Drawing 8th Grade:  Zhanna Yakymchuk 
(2nd)



INSIDE DSISD
Inside DSISD is the Dripping 
Springs Independent School 

District newsletter for parents, 
friends and the entire Dripping 

Springs community. 
Those wishing to submit photos 
or story suggestions, please con-
tact District Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker (dale.whitaker@

dsisd.txed.net).

DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD
Board of Trustees:

Tim Kurpiewski, president
Caroline Pekarek, vice president 

John Adams, secretary
Alan Atwood

Liz Ing
Shelly Reeves

Barbara Stroud

Superintendent: 
Bruce Gearing, Ed.D. 
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 DSHS junior 
Mariah Simank won 
first place, Grand 
Champion, in the “Ro-
deo Austin Awesome 
Reporter” journalism 
contest (youth divi-
sion) for a broadcast 
video she created on 
the FFA program at 
Dripping Springs. In addition to winning 
$500 and VIP tickets to the rodeo over 
Spring Break, she also received on-the-job 
training as an official rodeo reporter with 
the video production crew during the Star 
of Texas Fair and Rodeo.
 In the Awesome Reporter-Youth 
Video Journalism Contest, students were 
required to create one- to three-minute 
videos showcasing agriculture, the sport 
of rodeo or the environment. 
 Mariah’s video is about the impact 
on young people of Future Farmers of 
America and studying agriculture in high 
school. It follows Dripping Springs stu-
dents as they compete in the Hays County 
Livestock Show and show animals they 
have raised. Mariah attended the show to 
film the action and conducted interviews 
on site and at school with students.

Student is Top
Rodeo Austin Reporter

Sixth-grade English students at Dripping Springs Middle School completed 
their unit on literary terms in a unique way. Students were assigned a literary 
term and asked to create a T-shirt depicting its meaning and displaying an ex-
ample. Then, students in all classes participated in a “fashion show” that also 
included a treat for students.  above, Sage Handley and Meara Molenaar show 
off their T-shirts describing dichotomy.   

A Fashion Show of Words

Dr. Gearing Reads at Library

Superintendent Bruce Gearing helped pre-schoolers at the Dripping Springs 
Community Library celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday last month by serving as a guest 
reader. He read “Green Eggs and Ham” to a captivated group of children. 


