Executive Summary
Population and Survey Analysts (PASA) has completed a Demographic Update for Dripping
Springs I.S.D. by studying student residential locations, potential growth and decline, housing
trends, and economic factors inherent to the District. PASA studied the expected long‐term
trends for the District, and created a dataset to use in planning for the next ten years. The
findings of this Report are detailed in this document.

Dripping Springs I.S.D. at an important crossroads, in that the potential for
future growth is accelerated compared to past growth trends. The District has
several unique characteristics that are likely to propel student enrollment
growth in the upcoming years.

Accelerated housing starts within the District – Annual housing starts in the District (within
platted subdivisions) have steadily increased over the past few years. The year ending in Dec
2010 yielded 188 new housing starts in D.S.I.S.D., while the year ending in Dec 2011 yielded
219 starts (16% gain). Further, housing starts increased ~20% during the year ending
November 2012 compared to the previous year. This is less than the 37% annual increase for
the Austin area as a whole, but the median prices for homes in the Dripping Springs School
District are higher.
Improving utility infrastructure – New formalized approaches to providing water and
wastewater should continue to improve ‐‐ through two separate processes. The City of
Dripping Springs will be working with developers to provide greater water and wastewater
capacity. At the same time, there is increasing interest in the formation of a public utility
agency, such as West Travis County’s PUA. While a new entity, this Agency has already
planned large new water and wastewater lines for western Travis County, having an immediate
and significant impact on residential development, particularly, multi‐family development.
Comparable improvements in western Hays County will have similar positive impacts, while
acknowledging that the vast majority of the District is in aquifer contributory zones.
Transportation improvements – Roadway improvements, such as the US 290 widening and
other future localized arterials, will contribute to accelerated residential development and
student growth.
Upper socioeconomic demographics and quality of life factors – Dripping Springs I.S.D. now
has the 2nd highest median income in the region, the 2nd highest educational attainment, the
3rd highest standardized test passage rates, and 3rd lowest disadvantaged student population –
relative to the other 34 districts in the five county Austin‐Round Rock‐San Marcos
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Metropolitan Statistical Area. This perception of high quality of life gives Dripping Springs
I.S.D. a competitive advantage over other area in terms of new residents choosing to move
into the district.
The City of Dripping Springs’ uniquely large Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) provides
localized control over quality of life characteristics. The School District will retain its upper
socioeconomic characteristics, with well‐maintained infrastructure, a perceived sense of
security and safety. These characteristics will spawn significantly higher student growth than if
the City of Austin was the majority municipality.
Relatively new schools – Dripping Springs I.S.D. is ranked among the top three districts in the
Austin area with regard to several quality of life factors, along with Lake Travis I.S.D. and Eanes
I.S.D. Another advantage Dripping Springs has in attracting new parents is the relatively
young age of the schools, especially given the average age of Lake Travis schools (14 years old)
and Eanes schools (32 years old).
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